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CIVIC ENGAGEMENT THROUGH MOVIESREVIEWS

Bionosiono 0o nosimuix nioxodie w000 8NPOBAOIHCEHHS eleMeHmie 2POMAOSTHCHKOL 0C8IMU Y HABYAHHS, Y CIMAMMI 3a-
NPONOHOBAHO BUKOPUCMOBYBAMU ABMEHMUYHI XYOONCHT (inbMuU K 0JCePeno Pi3HOMAHIMHUX CUMYayiti ma nooii
ACUMMSL, WO CHOHYKAMUMYMb 00 GUPIULEHHS NPOOIEMHUX 3A60AHb | CMAHYNb OCHOB0IO OISl HANUCAHHSL NUCbMOBUX PO-
0im 3 2pOMAOAHCHKOI MeMamuKy iHO3eMHOI0 MOBOI0 — ece, MBOPI6 Mowjo. 3anponoHo8ani npobIemui 3a80anHs 00
0EKINbKOX CYUACHUX 8I0e0@iNbMiB, Y AKUX NOPYULYIOMbCS 2POMAOSAHCHKI NPpoOaeMU i NPONROHYIOMbC NUMAHHSA 071 00-
2080peHHsL A60 HANUCAHHSL ece.

One of the most progressive traits of educatiogatesn in democratic societies beginning to unfolithws, is
bringing up good citizens through civic engagenwemte teaching. Let us make a presumption that ewenies, or the
variety of ideas, thoughts, intrigues, depictedhiem may be a perfect starting point for discussind disputing on
civic issues or for writing opinion essays or rewég1;2;3]. The didactic potential of representasicuch as films, pic-
tures, observation protocols, role playing is eraum It's a weltknown fact that media differ as regards vividnass a
message. In other words, significant insights camathieved by means of films. Movies contain hug@ee for civic
engagement in the classroom, you just have to whgain carefully and think them over critically. Frahe great vari-
ety of movies that do depict civic issues exphciind implicitly we would recommend the followinglust Cause",
"Primary Colours", "Philadelphia”, "To Kill a Mockg Bird", "Scarlet Letter", "A Few Good Men", "A Raway
Bride", "Nothing but the Truth", "The Fugitive" et this article we will try to brainstorm someeib for students'
essays or reviews on several famous movies seewmdrybody [4]

"The Fugitive" — at first sight you may think that this is one mar@minal or adventure movie, just perfectly
screened, but at second sight you admit that gaksvtoo many problems for a pure criminal film.sjpite of that it
shows the relations between "friends indeed amahds in need”, depicts the discrepancy of powgustice and power
of law and their correlation, the role of fatalatimstances and coincidence of circumstances iryaagrlife, it en-
hances the problem which is discussed rarelyaflat the problem of those people who are accused wfesrithey did-
n't commit.

Doctor Richard Kimble (Harrison Ford), the main gagonist of "the Fugitive", is a victim twice. Rig his
beloved wife is murdered, secondly, he is the maspsect. Having his heart thorn apart he suddemngals that he is
in a trap, that somebody just wants to get ridiof,imoreover, the police gives him no chance tos@rois innocence
and treats him like a murderer. A strong desirértod the assassin, put him under trial, save his tfe, freedom and
reputation makes him escape. Dr.Kimble's escappdmegpaccidentally and unplanned.

Here we find several items to think over in studeassays:

— In your point of view, what should Dr.Kimble doitreer escape while being arrested and try to fimel t
murderer by himself or stay in jail and wait uiie investigation proceeds and his innocence iggut®

—If you are of the first opinion, what if you aretrforgiven for escape and your guilt is duplicatédyou are
forgiven, is it worth giving the precedent to thbears, (perhaps criminals) to disobey the law?

— If you are of the second opinion, what if they fimol true assassin and you are still accused? tbe ifnves-
tigation lasts too long, just your whole life lorgp long that the people just get accustomed to yoprisonment and
the thought that you are guilty? Perhaps it washwoying to stand for your rights yourself?

— Can the desire to find the killer, the searchtif@rtruth justify the escape and contempt of thet€o

— During the whole movie, Dr.Kimble was treated l&keriminal. There was shown neither a slight hirthe
lief in his innocence, nor any attempt to invedtigthe case properly in order to find an assasssmwhole deal was
about catching Richard Kimblessassin. Do you believe that only the court caagthe person guilty or not guilty?

— What did the authors of the movie imply in theetitiThe Fugitive": in what sense is the protagottistfugi-
tive?

We may propose these statements to the studentstéotheir opinion essay or movie review, or taceoKimble's
thoughts etc; students may have their own itemsliarussion.

"To Kill a Mocking Bird", based on the same book by Harper Lee, is one aitaimples of the movies, were the
human rights problems are shown explicitly. Thedamhistory of Tom Robinson’s case who was sentetweleath
for the crime he didn't commit is wekhown and there are many things in it to be disediskh comparison with "The
Fugitive", this case is complicated with race aladery problems and can provoke disputes from hisfzerspective:

— Express your opinion of Tom Robinson's case, thetgprocedures and the verdict.

—The jury decided in favour of the white man ouse toloured man. Is this situation possible nowa@dayr
can it be transited into other spheres (socialr|agdigion etc.)?

— Do you support an assumption that men are equsiit of the Constitution? What are the possibditto
stand for civic rights?

Rather strange, but the fact that almost the sawoilglgms exist nowadays makes the discussion ondiacemina-
tion very actual. The best example of it is the rrov

"Just Cause". Trivial story of a young black man coming from@op family accused of rape and murder of a white
schoolgirl. Here we meet all possible sins anddrsrof contemporary society: tortures in prisort thake the accused
people confess to any crime, tendency of localaiitbs to solve their problems avoiding the lavitrénal elements in
the police itself, indifference to the fate of peopnder suspect, false justice that doesn't puthiske who are really
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guilty because it takes time to find them but thed® can't prove their alibi and can't hire quatifilawyers to defend
themselves. We would recommend the following tofacsvritten essays on the basis of this film:

—What is your attitude to the problem clearly daitethe film—in a situation when a white girl is but a victina
black male is the first to blame?

— How can the society take control over the actiohpolice, investigating bodies etc. in order tmiavtortures of
suspects?

— What possibilities does the suspect have to deferatquit himself or herself when he or she hasadly made
confession to the crime he/she didn't commit?

— Do you support the idea that those people who gt illegal actions should be punished twice e

—What actions can an average citizen undertakeigh situation in order to justify himself or hef@eWhere to
find support when all the world around acts agayost?

As we have mentioned if you are able to write aiclar essay, review, etc, if you have already evast writing
techniques- referencing, editing, documentation of sourcestiagg, reviewing literature, writing abstracts etieen
you will not have any difficulties with writing opion essays or reviewing movies [5;6;7;8;9]. In somovies civic
issues are so interpenetrated with the plot offithe that it is even hard to define them. As forther research we
firmly believe that authentic movies are great seusoth for methodological research and civic etloas vivid and
true-to-life situations shown in films in the best way derstrate such civic phenomenon as: human rights,atilaw,
citizenship, civil society, democracy, freedom péech and other individual freedoms, cultural diffiees, community in-
volvement, developing trust, goodwill in sociegeking justice for all people, participation in plife.

LIST OF LITERATURE USED

1. Civic Education: Your Responsibility in Ukraine'@ocracy. Materials of the US Peace Corps in Ukrdif96— 73p.

2. Havel V. On Civic Society. Democracy is a Discussiohlew London: Connecticut College Press, 1998.5465.

3. Lundsford A., Conners R. The St. Martin's Handbddkird Edition.- New York: St. Martin's Pres§995— P.602603.

4. Maltin A. Movie and Video Guide- N.Y.: Penguin Books USA Inc, 19991632 p.

5. Oshima A., Hogue A. Writing Academic EnglishL.: Addison Wesley Longman, 1999269p.

6. Smalley R.L., Ruetten M.K. Refining Composition BkiRhetoric and Grammar. Boston: Heinle & Heinle Publishers, 1995.
—493p.
7. Tribble C. Writing.— Oxford: OUP, 1996~ 174 p.

8. Turabian K. A Manual for Writers or Term Paperse3és, and DissertationsChicago and London: University of Chicago
Press, 1996.

9. Weisman H. Basic Technical writing. Fifth EditienCharles E. Merrill Publishing Company, 1985478 p.

Martepian Hanidmos mo peaakiii 1.04.2004 p.

Hawyk B.C. Odyuenue meopueckomy RUCbMY HA 0CHOBE XY00IHCECH BEHHBIX PUAbMOE KAK IeeMEHM ZPAHCOAHCKO-
20 npoceewjenus.

B coomeemcmeuu ¢ Hoseviwumu noOX00amu K NPUBHECEHUIO eeMEHMO8 2PANCOAHCKO20 NPOCEeUeHUs 8 00pa306aHiLe,
6 cmamwe npeda2aemcs UCNOIb308AMb AYMEHMUUHbLE XYO0HCeCMBEEeHHble (UIbMbL 8 KAUeCcmee UCMOYHUKA PA3HO06-
PA3HBIX PEAIbHbIX CUMYAYULL U HCUSHEHHBIX CODbIMULL, KOMOPbLE MO2YN CIMUMYIUPOSANMb peuleHue npodieMHbIX 3a0a-
HULL U CIAHYM 0CHOBOU 0151 HANUCAHUS NUCOMEHHBIX PAOOm N0 2PANCOAHCKOU MeMamuKe Had UHOCMPAHHOM S3bIKe —
acce, COYUHCHUS U M.O.

Pashchuk V.S. Civic Engagement Trough Movies Reviews.

This article deals with contemporary tendenciesduacation- civic engagement while teachinuthentic movies
appealing to civic issues may serve as a perfactisg point for writing opinion essays or revievisy discussion and
disputing on civic issues. Problem tasks for wgtapinion essays and movie reviews are presentsithdpan several

famous films with civic elements.



