




2009

Hussain Othman



© Penerbit UTHM
Cetakan Pertama 2009

Hak Cipta terpelihara. Tidak dibenarkan mengeluar ulang mana-mana bahagian 
artikel, ilustrasi dan isi kandungan buku ini dalam apa juga bentuk dan dengan 
cara apa jua sama ada secara elektronik, fotokopi, mekanik, rakaman atau cara 
lain sebelum mendapat izin bertulis daripada Pejabat Penerbit, Universiti Tun 
Hussein Onn Malaysia, Parit Raja, Batu Pahat, Johor. Perundingan tertakluk 
kepada perkiraan royalti atau honorarium.

Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia                   Data Pengkatalogan-dalam Penerbitan

 Hussain Othman
 Malay Historical Thought / Hussain Othman
 Includes index
 ISBN 978-983-2963-80-6
 1. Malay literature—History and critism. 2. Malay Archipelago
               —History. 3. Malay Archipelago—Historiography. 959.51

Diterbit dan dicetak oleh :

Pejabat Penerbit
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia
86400 Parit Raja, Batu Pahat
Johor Darul Ta’zim
Tel :  07-453 7454 
Faks : 07-453 6145
Laman Web :  www.uthm.edu.my/pt  
E-mel : pt@uthm.edu.my



i



ii



iii



iv

Contents

Preamble................................................................................................ ii
Acknowledgements................................................................................ iii
List of Diagrams..................................................................................... vi
List of Abbreviations.............................................................................. vi
Arabic Transliteration Table................................................................... vii

CHAPTER ONE: Introduction............................................................... 1

CHAPTER TWO: Some Misconceptions.............................................. 19
The Old View: The History of Colonial Powers................................ 19

The Portuguese and the History of Malay Archipelago............... 19
The Dutch and the History of Malay Archipelago....................... 26
The British and the History of Malay Archipelago...................... 30

The Emergence of a New View: the Study of Local Malay History.. 33
Misconceptions in the Study of Classical Malay Historical Texts..... 41

Misconceptions Resulted from the Studies.................................. 42
How Did the Misconceptions Emerge?....................................... 46

The Need for a Proper Malay Concept of History............................. 50

CHAPTER THREE: From Pre-Historic to the Period Of Islamization. 53
Foundation of the Malay Historical Thought..................................... 53
Malay Historical Thought in Pre-historic Times............................... 54
Hinduism and Buddhism in Early Malay Historical Thought........... 60
Islamization and Its Impact on the Malay Historical Thought........... 65

CHAPTER FOUR: The Selected Texts................................................. 75
Three Classical Texts of Malay History............................................. 75

Hikayat Raja Pasai....................................................................... 77
Background of the Text.......................................................... 77
Manuscripts and Published Editions...................................... 78
Studies and Comments........................................................... 80
The Essentials of the Contents............................................... 82

Sejarah Melayu or Malay Annals................................................ 87
Background of the Text.......................................................... 87



v

Manuscripts and Published Editions...................................... 91
Studies and Comments........................................................... 93
The Essentials of the Contents............................................... 98

Hikayat Merong Mahawangsa..................................................... 107
Background of the Text.......................................................... 107
Manuscripts and Published Editions...................................... 109
Studies and Comments........................................................... 110
The Essentials of the Contents............................................... 113

CHAPTER FIVE:  Characteristics Of The Malay Historiography........ 117
General Characteristics of Malay Historiography.............................. 117
Characteristics of Malay Historiography in the Selected Texts......... 120

Characteristics of Hikayat Raja Pasai......................................... 121
Myths and Legends................................................................. 122
Origin and the Genealogies of the Pasai Kings..................... 123
Didactic Values of Hikayat Raja Pasai.................................. 123
No Date and No Chronological Order of Writings................ 124
Literary Styles........................................................................ 125
Islamization of the King and the Kingdom............................ 126
Elements of the Wills or Wasiat............................................. 127
Establishment of the Kingdom............................................... 128
Period of the Writing or Copying Process.............................. 129

Characteristics of the Sejarah Melayu......................................... 130
Myths and Legends................................................................. 131
Origin and the Genealogy of the Kings................................. 133
Didactic Values and the Elements of Wa’ad.......................... 134
No Accurate Dates and No Chronological Order................... 136
Literary Styles........................................................................ 137
Islamization of the King and the Kingdom............................ 138
Period of the Writing or Copying Process.............................. 139

Characteristics of Hikayat Merong Mahawangsa........................ 140
Myths and Legends................................................................. 140
Origin and the Genealogies of the King................................ 141
Didactic Values....................................................................... 142
No Accurate Dates and Chronological Orders....................... 143



vi

The Literary Styles................................................................. 144
Islamization of the King and the Kingdom............................ 144
Elements of Wills or Wasiat................................................... 145
Story of the Establishment of the Kingdom........................... 146
Period of the Writing or Copying Process.............................. 147

CHAPTER SIX: Malay Concept Of History.......................................... 149
Malay Concept of History in the Selected Texts............................... 149

A Broader Concept of Malay History........................................... 150
Conceptual Understanding of Myths and Legends...................... 152
The Concept of Man in Malay History........................................ 170
The Concept of Universe or ‘alam (cosmos) in Malay History 189

The Concept of Time, Space and Motion................................... 201
Other Significant Concepts of Malay History............................. 215

Concluding Comments...................................................................... 217
Bibliography......................................................................................... 223
Index...................................................................................................... 243

List Of Diagrams

Diagram No. Page

Diagram 1 The concept of man as servant of God 185
Diagram 2 The concept of universe; our present world 197
Diagram 3 The concept of universe; al-dunya and al-akhirah 198
Diagram 4 The concept of universe; al-akhirah 198
Diagram 5 The concept of universe; eschatology 199
Diagram 6 The concept of universe in relation to man-God 199

List Of Abbreviations
ABIM Angkatan Belia Islam Malaysia (Malaysian Muslim Youth Movement)

DBP Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka

HMM Hikayat Merong Mahawangsa



vii

HRP Hikayat Raja-raja Pasai

ISTAC International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization

JIAEA Journal of Indian Archipelago and East Asia

JMBRAS Journal of Malayan Branch Royal Asiatic Society

JRAS GBI Journal of Royal Asiatic Society Great Britain and Ireland

JRASSB Journal of Royal Asiatic Society Singapore Branch

JSAH Journal of Southeast Asian History

MBRAS Malaysian Branch of Royal Asiatic Society

MS Manuscript

MSS Manuscripts

SM Sejarah Melayu or Malay Annals

Arabic Transliteration Table

’ t

b z

t ‘

th gh

j f

h q

kh k

d l

dh m

r n

z h

s w

sh y

s –ah

d al-



viii

Vowel

Long

a

A

u 

i

Doubled
iyy (final form i)

uww (final form u)

Diphthongs
au or aw

ai or ay

Short

a

u

i


