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ABSTRACT

Transnational higher education (TNHE) is not a new phenomenon, though its

nature and the pace of its growth are unprecedented, challenging the national

systems of higher education in this region. Whilst it brings about identifiable

benefits, it also raises concerns amongst nations, particularly for the

importing countries that are less prepared to meet these challenges. It is

argued that the coming of GATS will pressure such nations to liberalize the

higher education sector. While many argued that TNHE is inevitable, they are

of a consensus that its provision needs some degree of control if it is to be

developed healthily in this region. These concerns relate to regulation, quality

assurance, recognition, and social, economic, cultural and political issues.

These concerns can be more effectively addressed at the regional level

involving stakeholders not limited to governments, but also employers,

industry, student and academic associations, professional governing bodies,

and quality assurance and accreditation agencies. Though efforts towards

such multi-sectoral cooperation have been initiated, it has been ad-hoc and
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