
Working with e-resource 

metadata

Beyond Hope Conference, Prince George, BC

Monday June 6th, 2011

Paul Burry

Prince George Public Library



Working with e-resource metadata

• Loading and modifying records

• Evaluating records
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• Evaluating records

• Maintaining collections

• BC Legislative Library Gov. Docs Project



UNBC: Growth in E-Resources
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UNBC: Growth in E-Resources

2003-04
Language 
Material 
(books)

12%

2009-10

UNBC: percentage of bibliographic 
records loaded by material type
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PGPL: Growth in E-Resources
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PGPL: Growth in E-Resources
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Modifying records

• R2 report (Study of the North American MARC 
records marketplace, R2 Consulting)

“Cataloguers have an almost unstoppable urge to 
improve, tweak, customize and “localize” national-
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improve, tweak, customize and “localize” national-
level records; redundant work is still widespread” 

• Connie McGuire, Vicki Dillon (Univ. Michigan)

“Corrections [to records] are not made when the 
errors do not affect access”



Modifying records

• MarcEdit Software

• Integrated Library System
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• Integrated Library System

▫ Make changes when loading via load tables

▫ Make changes after loading via global change 
functionality



Modifying records

• What fields do you want to remove?
▫ 6XX subjects not indexed
▫ 9XX local notes?

• What fields do you want to insert?
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• What fields do you want to insert?
▫ 001 control number
▫ 506 access restrictions?
▫ 050/082 classification number?
▫ 9XX local notes?

• What fields do you want to edit?
▫ 856 add proxy address? $z link display text?



Modifying records: PGPL
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Modifying records: PGPL
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Modifying records: PGPL
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Modifying records: PGPL
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Modifying records: UNBC
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Modifying records: UNBC
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Evaluating records

• Quality issues: accuracy, completeness

• Compatibility issues: display of diacritics

• Access issues: Do the records add access value to 
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• Access issues: Do the records add access value to 
the resources described?

• Workload issues: how much editing/updating 
will be required? How will it be accomplished 
and who will do it?



Evaluating quality
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Evaluating access
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Evaluating access
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Evaluating access
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Evaluating access
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Evaluating access

22

Working With E-
Resource Metadata



Evaluating access
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Maintaining collections

• How to keep track of what’s been added and still 
outstanding?
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• What about deletions? 

• What about authority control?

• What about usage statistics?



Maintaining collections

British Columbia Legislative Library

Load Date
File 
Name

Monograph 
Records 
Loaded

Monograph 
Records 
Retained

Serial 
Records 
Loaded

Serial 
Records 
Retained

2011-05-30 201104 92 92 36 18

2011-05-05 201103 105 105 28 9

2011-04-18 201102 88 88 60 14

2011-03-17 201101 142 141 29 10

Paul Burry: use "Leglib" load 

table. Insert: 245|h, 007

Delete: ".^--", "<+20xx", ALL 

non "llbc.leg.bc.ca" 856s, 59X
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2011-03-17 201101 142 141 29 10

2011-02-14 2006 1248 1247 105 96

2011-02-10 200701 99 5

2011-02-10 201012 75 73 30 7

2011-02-10 201011 82 81 36 14

2011-02-09 200702 84 12 11

2011-02-07 200703 158 11 10

2011-02-03 200704 112 25 25

2011-02-03 200705 98 5 5

2011-02-02 200706 103 7 7

2011-02-01 200707 110 8 6

2011-01-31 200708 66 8 7

2011-01-28 200709 108 12 8

2011-01-27 200710 112 20 17



Maintaining collections
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Authority control
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Authority control

28

Working With E-
Resource Metadata



Authority control
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Authority control
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Authority control
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Tracking Usage Statistics

32

Working With E-
Resource Metadata



Tracking Usage Statistics

Total E-Book Activity

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Jan 0 210 422 917 1560

Feb 0 175 290 964 1567

Mar 0 231 418 1689 2117

Apr 0 265 397 1154 932
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Apr 0 265 397 1154 932

May 0 268 339 1007 999

Jun 0 232 433 899

Jul 16 262 578 677

Aug 118 234 457 720

Sep 75 202 642 915

Oct 96 247 1087 1052

Nov 112 282 704 1028

Dec 139 387 472 1205

556 2995 6239 12227 7175



Tracking Usage Statistics
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British Columbia Legislative Library 

records
• From: http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/marc_batch/index.htm

• “Libraries can currently import the Legislative Library’s MARC 
records individually using the Z39.50 protocol for importing 
bibliographic records.”
(http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/z3950.htm )

35

Working With E-
Resource Metadata

• “The batch MARC records batch service expands this current 
record-by-record service, enabling libraries to import MARC 
records directly into their own integrated library systems. These 
records include permanent links to the publications stored in the 
Legislative Library’s electronic publications collection.”

• “The MARC records available for import are based on the current 
issues of the British Columbia Government Monthly Checklist
found at the Legislative Library’s online catalogue site.”



British Columbia Legislative Library 

records

The collection contains publications such as: 

• Annual reports 
• Financial reports 
• Budget material 
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• Budget material 
• Commissions of inquiry reports 
• Electoral district maps 
• Newsletters 
• Policy papers 
• Public consultation documents 
• Quarterly reports 
• Research reports 
• Task force reports 



British Columbia Legislative Library 

records

• Separate monograph and serial files available for 
load monthly

• “The MARC records include only the records for 
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• “The MARC records include only the records for 
publications which have electronic formats”

• The first listed 856 field points to the 
“Legislative Library’s permanent link” (begins: 
http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca)



British Columbia Legislative Library 

records at UNBC

unicode

linking

ISBD punctuation

38

Working With E-
Resource Metadata

MARC 300



British Columbia Legislative Library 

records at UNBC
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British Columbia Legislative Library 

records at UNBC

Delete Insert

• ISBD punctuation “. --”

• Unicode symbols

• 001 control number

• 003 system symbol
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• Unicode symbols

“<U+”

• 090 call number

• 300 description

• 530 “Also available”

• 59x local notes

• 003 system symbol

• 007 for remote electronic

• GMD into 245 $h

• Link display text into 

856 $z

• 911 local field with ERM 
record number



British Columbia Legislative Library 

records BCCATS project

41

Working With E-
Resource Metadata

http://www.eln.bc.ca/view.php?id=1876



Looking to the future

• The Power of Collaboration

• BC Public Library E-Book Summit
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• BC Public Library E-Book Summit

• Patron Driven Acquisitions

• Provider-Neutral MARC Records



Provider-neutral MARC records

• Provider-neutral e-monograph record task 
group and cataloguing model
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Provider-neutral MARC records
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Recommended reading

Batch loading MARC records for electronic resources at the U. of Michigan Library (McGuire, Dillon).
http://connect.ala.org/files/42193/batchloading_mcguiredillon_pdf_20005.pdf

Legislative Library of British Columbia MARC Records (Nancy Stuart). BCLA Browser 3:1 (Jan. 2011)

http://bclabrowser.ca/index.php/browser/article/view/224/296

MARC record guide for monograph aggregator vendors. 2nd ed. 2009
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/sca/FinalVendorGuide.pdf
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http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/sca/FinalVendorGuide.pdf

Provider-neutral e-monograph record task group report. July 30, 2009
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/bibco/PN-Final-Report.pdf

Streamlining book metadata workflow (Judy Luther) June 30, 2009
http://www.niso.org/publications/white_papers/StreamlineBookMetadataWorkflowWhitePaper.pdf

Study of the North American MARC records marketplace (R2 Consulting). October 2009
http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/news/MARC_Record_Marketplace_2009-10.pdf



Thanks very much!

PDF of slides: eprints.rclis.org

“working with e-resource metadata”

Paul Burry 

pburry@lib.pg.bc.ca
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pburry@lib.pg.bc.ca

With thanks to:

Naomi Eichenlaub

neichenl@ryerson.ca


