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J How openisit?
J Archives, but not as we know them

d Valuable initiative with significance for
resource discovery across the cultural and
heritage domains.
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What are archives
(and archivists) for ?

Advertisement Alert
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Archives are the documentary guarantee of
our rights and are fundamental to democracy
and good governance.

Archives are central to defining the cultural
Identity of peoples and nations.
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Recent Names for

Archivists/Librarians
(from the Wall Street Journal)

d Information Navigators
d Chief Answerists

But most userstoday are interested in family
and local history — leisure historians




|sthis a Record ?

Not unlessit has:
d Content
d Context
d Structure
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1 archivists came late to standards

1 archive catalogues usually provide access
only to a paper (or parchment) original
document.
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 To understand the content of a document, you
must study the context in which it was created

J Provenance and original order
J Multi-level description

1 Description needs to be collective and
contextual (Haworth, 2001)
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MODEL OF THE LEVELS OF ARRANGEMENT OF A FONDS

‘ Fonds I

Sub-fonds

Series Series I Series
Sub-gerias Sub-gerias l
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J What do we mean by context in archives?
1 Context aids understanding

J Crucial in electronic environment

d Critical In cross-domain searching
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Suppose a customer is searching for information on
“Braes” a township on the island of Skye, scene of
agricultural disturbance in 1882
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The initial search returns a description of the item, giving

Its reference number and collection detalls.......

3 NAS CALM OPAC - Microsoft Internet Explorer
File  Edit

Yiew Fawortes  Toolz  Help

E
>
. =

-2 -9 Boaia @9 3 b 4 E
Back e Stop Refrezh Home Search  Favortez:  Media Higtaory b il Frirt E dit Digcuss
Address @ http: //naz-calm/dserveadindes htm j @ Go | Links
oAt Miscellaneous small collections of family, business and other papers [ |
Fapers of Shenff William kory (1825-1915)
Sort Fields> Correspondence of Sheriff William vory (1881-1896)

CountryCode GE

RepCode 234

Repository  Mational Archives of Scotland
Reference GD1/36/1/2

Title Correspondence of Shenff vory concerning tenant unrest and disturbances
at Glendale and Braes on Skye, the refusal to pay rents and intimidation.

Date Mar 1852

Extent 17 items

Description Including:
(2] March 13, Peter Speirs, Shenff Substitute, Fortree House to Sheriff
lvory: concerning the failure of an attempt to precognosce several tenants of
Eraes; ", lwould do anything rather than have a row with poor ignorant |
fellows - and we had Forster's example in Ireland!”
(8] March 20, Morman Macpherson, Edinburgh to [J B Balfour] Lord
Advocate (copy) wiriter is joint possessor of estates in Skye and discusses
the demands of crofters for more land and the general unrest. (9) March 20,
Memorandum of Joshua McLennan, Procurator Fiscal, Portree as to the -1
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Further contextual information is available about the

collection, the creator (Sheriff Ivory) and his role...........

43 NAS CALM OPAC - Microzoft Internet Explorer

Eile Edit ‘“iew Fawortes Toolz Help H
: =
I S e AT BEE- IR B s W
Back Eanard Stop Refrezh Home Search Favortes  Media History M ail Frint Edit Dizcuzs
Address [&] hitp: //nas-calm/deerveasindex. tm j #Go | Links >
Repository Mational Archives of Scotland [ |
Search=
Reference 01136
Sort Fields> Title Fapers of Sherff \Willlam kory (1825-191%)

Date 1847-1911

ArchivalHist  Fresented by Eric J vory Esq., 9 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh, to the
scottish Record Office, HM General Register House, Edintburgh.

Description William kvory (1825-1915) was admitted as advocate in 1849 and was
appointed sheriff of Inverness (later Inverness, Elgin and Mairn) in 1862, an
office he held until 1900, The great bulk of the material relates to crofting
disturbances in Skye and the Outer Hebrides, 1882-96, constituting
sections 1 and 2 of the following list. The first handlist of the collection
established this division, distinguishing between the correspondence
(section 1) and the police reports (section 2). This separation has been
maintained but it should be noted that the division is not absolute and
s0me correspondence is to be found with the police repornts and vice
WErsa.

Arrangement  lvory's papers were presented to the SREO in two parts from 1936 and
these were amalgamated to form one group. When first catalogued, these
papers were listed under 14 headings and this order has been retained.

AccessStatus Open

RelatedMaterial Cther documents relating to crofting unrest are noted in the short guide to
material in the SEO relating to the history of the Highlands and Islands of
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The description can also be exported as an EAD file.......

a U:A\FProjectz\0pen Archives Initiativelgd]_36.xml - Microzoft Internet Explorer &3] =]
File Edit “iew Fawvoites Toolz Help | -

3 =
& L=+ LD W | A @ @ @ B El
Back e Stop Refrezh Home Search  Favortez:  Media Higtaory b il Frirt Elit Digcuss
Address L:Projects\Dpen Archives Initiativesgdl_36.xml j o Go | Links >
</FRONTMATTER> =]
- <ARCHDESC LEVEL="Fonds"= _
- <ARRAMNGEMEMT =

<P=Ivory's papers were presented to the SRO in two parts from 1936 and these were
amalgamated to form one group. When first cataloqued, these papers were listed
under 14 headings and this order has been retained.</Px>
</ ARRANGEMENT =
COMTROLACCESS /=
- =DID=
ZUMITID LABEL="Reference"=GD1/36</UNITID>
<UMNITTITLE LAREL="Title"=Papers of Sheriff William Ivory (1825-1915)</UNITTITLE=
UNITDATE=1847-1911</UNITDATE>
- <REPOSITORY =
<CORPHMAME=MNational Archives of Scotland</CORPHAME=
</REPOSITORY =
</DI0=
- <SCOPECOMTEMT=
<P=William Ivory {(1825-1915) was admitted as advocate in 1849 and was appointed
sheriff of Inverness (later Inverness, Elgin and MNairn) in 1862, an office he held until
1900. The great bulk of the material relates to crofting disturbances in Skye and the
Outer Hebrides, 1882-96, constituting sections 1 and 2 of the following list. The first
handlist of the collection established this division, distinguishing between the
correspondence {section 1) and the police reports {section 2). This separation has
been maintained but it should be noted that the division is not absolute and some
correspondence is to be found with the police reports and vice versa.</Px>
< /SCOPECONTEMNT =
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 archival principles fundamental

J build on existing standards (ISAD etc.)
1 fonds (collection) level valid

1 access points

1 language remains barrier at Europe level
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Place
Personal

Corporate names
Dates
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- SCAN

— Single database
— Collection leve
— Multiple services

J CAIN
— Network of networks
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J NAD, Sweden
— Local and national archive institutions
— Moved from CD format to on-line
— Integrates e-commerce
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Jd LEAF Project

1 From EAD to EAC - Encoded Archival
Context
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d The advantages:
— reach new communities
— Cross sectoral

— use by non archive organisations holding
archives
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d The disadvantages:

— conflict with archival hierarchies

— loss of contextual information

— descriptions less clear, may become
misleading

— users disappointed that on-line access to record
IS not avallable
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J UIUC
1 AIM25, London

J Australia, Bright Sparcs
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“OAI Protocols present one
opportunity to re-engineer access
to archival materialsto provide for
greater interoperability.”

Chris Prom, 2002
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 they are confident that OAIl compliant
descriptions will respect their multi-level
descriptions,

 they can export datain an OAl compliant

way with little or no additional work;

 they believe that OAI will et them reach
new, relevant audiences.




J Fonds or collection level descriptions,

J Contextual descriptions
— Record creators
— Name authorities.
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 publicise OAI to archive community;
— library-archive cooperation,
— higher education community first?

1 assessresultsfor EAD-OAI from UIUC
1 test OAI for fonds (collection) level
1 test OAI for record creator descriptions
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Archives —
the World's Memory...

..and source of all our histories
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