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Budapest, 2006 januér 3
Karéady Viktor

Végjelentés az OTKA (SZO zsiiri) szamara a T/F 046852 szamu kutatas végso eredményeirdl.

Joqi, bolcsész és teoldqus diplomasok Magyarorszagon (1867-1919)

Kutatasunk alapvetésnek készilt az dnalléva valt honi nemzetallam elsé fazisanak
els6sorban human ertelmiségtermelésének empirikus feltérképezésére, melyre aztan -
elképzelésiink szerint - szamos tovabbi elmélytilt tarsadalomtorténeti elemzést lehet épiteni a
politikai és gazdasagi modernizacio (liberalis parlamentaris demokracia és iparositas)
korszakaban bekovetkezett elitvaltas és elit-reprodukcid valamint az elitcsoportok felé vivé
tarsadalmi mobilitas fébb trendjeirol.

Beszamolonk, mint a lentiekbél ez egyértelmiien kideril, egy igen nagy volumenii
adatfelvételre vonatkozik, mely ugyan a dualizmus kori honi értelmiségnek csak egy (baroly
tekintélyes) szeletét foglalja magaban, mégis tébb szempontbd6l a magyar, s6t a nemzetkozi
szakirodalomban is parjat ritkito (valosziniileg teljesen egyedilallo) vallalkozasnak minésul.
Egyrészt ilyen volument prozopogréfiai felmérésrél jomagam egyaltalan nem tudok.
Masrészt itt a projekt tag keretein belul teljeskoriien valositottuk meg a mind hivatalosan (az
iskol&zottsagi hierarchit tekintve), mind az értelmiségi kztudatban magas’ huméan
értemiségkent definialt rétegek megragadasat. Harmadrészt, a megvalositas kozben maris
sikertilt felvételi eredményeinket elhelyezni egy a tervezettnél sokkal szélesebb torténelmi
Osszefliggésebe, az epiilé nemzetallam egész értelmiségtermelésének keretebe.

Mindez nem realizal6dhatott volna bizonyos szerencsés kiilsé tamogatasok €és
egyuttmikodési konstrukciok létrejotte nélkil. Ez elsésorban azt jelentette, hogy sikerult
néhany tudomanyosan érdekelt diak és oktatd kolléga érdeklodését felkelteni munkank irant
akik onkéntes kozremiikbdest ajanlottak fel. Ez foképp vidéken tértént, nevezetesen
Erdélyben, ahol olyan kompetens és odaadd munkatarsakra leltiink, hogy a kolozsvari magyar
egyetem didksagara vonatkozo munkalataink nélkilik minden bizonnyal nem sikerltek
volna olyan kival6an, ahogy végul tet6 ala sikerilt ezeket hozni. Nagyszabasu prozopogréfiai
alapvetést célzo projektiinket a résztvevok lelkesedése réveén igy az eléiranyzott terv szerint
(ennek célkitiizéseit tébb szempontbdl meg is haladva) valosithattuk meg.

Jelentésem szerkezete a harom nagyobb érintett értelmiségi csoporttal kapcsolatos
részkutatdsok bemutatasara épiil fel.

1. Teologusok, papi értelmiség

A Budapesti Tudomanyegyetem teoldgiai karanak hallgatdsagarol a publikalt
adatbazis szerint elkészitettlink egy részletes kddolason alapulo felvételt, amely szamitdgépes
elemzésre készen all. Ez az 1930 f6 feletti adatbazis (pontosan az 1855-1918-as években
beiratkozott didkokra vonatkozdlag) azonban sajnos csak részben tartalmazza a kutatdsunkban
hasznosithatd legtobb informaciot, amennyiben az 1893 elétti évekre nézve csak a kildé
egyhdzmegyét és a beiratkozas évét jelezték a matrikulak (no meg a vallast, amennyiben a
hallgatok kozel negyed része goérdg ritusu katolikus volt).

Kiegeészitesképpen terven felil, kiilsé6 kozremiikddés segitségével, elkezdtilk az 1918
uténi teoldgus hallgatdk Osszeirdsat az eredeti levéltari beiratkozasi torzskdnyvekbol, melyre
nem kis utanjarassal a Hittudomanyi Féiskola jelenkori dékanjatok kellett kiilonleges
engedélyt szerezniink.
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Ezen tl szintén gépi feldolgozasra keriltek az iskolaik szamat és létszamukat tekintve
legfontosabb katolikus tanitdi rendek tagsaganak a levéltarakban sorozatban fellelheté
életrajzi adatai 1880 és 1949 kozott. (Itt tehat a forrdsok minél teljesebb kihasznalasa céljabdl
meghaladtuk idéhatarunkat, de visszamendéleg nem mindig sikertlt eljutni az 1867-t6l aktiv
rendtagokig a forrasok hianyai miatt). A forrasok tartalma igen eltéré gazdagsagu, skalajuk az
egyszerii sziletési és felavatasi datumtol (Jezsuiték) a pontos hattéradatokig és palyaképig
(Piaristak, Bencések) terjed. Minden bizonnyal, tapasztalataink szerint, attdl fuggott a
forrdsok gazdagsaga, hogy az érintett rendek fennmaradtak-e a kommunista korban, vagy
feloszlatasra kerlltek 1949 utan. A feloszlatott rendek levéltari anyaganak ugyanis nagyobbik
része elveszhetett, mert az allami levéltarakban csak toredékeket talaltunk, mig a fennmaradt
rendek jorészt meg tudtak 6rizni sajat maltjuk dokumentaciojat. Ezeket a forrasokat a rendi
levéltarak anyagai alapjan teljes egészében feldolgoztuk. A kdvetkez6 katolikus
tanitorendekrol volt sz6 :

- Piaristak (Kegyes tanitérend)

- Bencések (Pannonhalmi Szent Benedek tanitorend)

- Cisztercitak (Zirci Ciszterek)

- Premontreiek (Jaszéi és Csornai premontrei rendtagok)
- Jezsuiték

Terven Kivul, protestans ellenpélda gyanant, szintén feldolgoztuk a Papa-i reformatus
teologia didkjainak és diplomasainak személyi adatait a helyi levéltari forrasok alapjan. Ezen
kivul kapcsolatba 1éptiink egy Kolozsvar-i reformatus kdzponttal, amelyben maris elvégezték
Kolozsvarra kerlt). Igéretet kaptunk, hogy visszamenéleg begyujtik az 1892 elétti
nagyenyedi korszak diakjainak életrajzi adatait is s az egész anyagot kutatasunk
rendelkezésére bocsajtjak. Evvel remény van arra is, hogy a protestans papi értelmiség
nagyobb részlegei is bekerilnek kutatasunk fokuszaba.

Evvel a teoldgus ertelmiségre vonatkozd eredeti terveinket meghaladé médon
kutatasunknak ez a részlege atmenetileg le is zarult. Csak anyagaink tanulmanyok formajaban
valo értékesitése maradt hatra.

2. Human és realbolcsészek

A dualista korban 1872 6ta harom bdlcsészkar mukoddott az orszagban, az egységes
budapesti human es realbdlcsészeti kar (melyben a hagyomanyos kozépkori és koraujkori
gyokerekbdl kifejlodé egyetemi rendszer szerint a human és realszakokat egyetlen intézmény
képviselte) és az uj kolozsvari egyetem két kara (melyek — talan francia példara —
elkllonitették a huméanbolcsész és a természettudomanyos disciplindkat).

Itteni eredményeink szintén meghaladték elére jelzett idohatarainkat, mivel sorozatos
forrasaink erre modot nyujtottak és a videki egyetemeken dnkéntes munkatarsakra talaltunk,
akik szivesen osztottak meg kutatasi eredményeiket.

Mindenekel6tt lezartuk a Kolozsvar-i Egyetem Bolcsészkari didkjaira vonatkozo teljes
kora felmérést. A természettudomanyi karon cc. 1030 didkot, a humanbdlcsesz karon cc. 2700
didkot talaltunk. A pontos didkszdm megallapitésa azért kérdéses, mivel voltak mindkét karra
beiratkozottak is, azonkivil teoldgus "athallgatok’ és természetesen szamos ’atmend’ diak,



tehat olyanok, akik csupan egy-két szemeszterre jelentkeztek be az erdélyi egyetem
hanem elvben az dsszes, 1872 és 1918 kozo6tt Kolozsvarra beiratkozott huméan és realbdlcsészt
magaba foglalja. A beiratkozasi matrikuldk gazdag anyagat sikertlt teljesen feldolgoznunk.

F6 nehézségunk a diplomak természetének és mingsitésének megragadasa volt,
ugyani erre nézve csak a doktoratusok torzskonyvét talaltuk meg az inventariumokban nem
jelzett helyi levéltari anyagok kozott, de a tanarvizsgald szigorlatok térzskényvét vagy a
kiadott tanari diplomak jegyzékét nem sikerilt azonositanunk. Az egész, igen gazdag, sokréti
és pontos életrajzi informéacidkat tartalmazé anyagot publikéciora készitjik els. (A
finanszirozas maris biztositva van egy Erdélyben székel6 tudomanyos kiadd révén, amely a
Budapesti K6zépeuropai Egyetem kiadojaval kdzdsen vallalta anyagaink kézzétételét 6nallo
tematikus kotetek formajaban.’)

Sajnos a Budapesti Egyetem bolcsészeir6l nem mondhat6 el ugyanez, hiszen —
koztudottan — az erre vonatkozo 1919 elétti beiratkozasi matrikulak haborus viszontagsagok
aldozataiva valtak. Kutatasunk tehat mésodlagos, kevésbé gazdag forrdsokat hasznalhatott
csak fel, szigorlati jelentéseket, tanarvizsgalo intézeti vizsgaeredményeket, doktori diplomak
torzskonyvét, melyekben sem a csaladi hattérre (szllék foglalkozésa, lakhelye), sem a
kozepiskolai tanulmanyokra (érettségi) nézve nem talalhatok informaciok. Ezeknek nem tdl
gazdag adatforrasoknak a feldolgozasat 1919 el6tti fél évszazadra viszont sikerdilt teljesen
lezarni. A tanar diplomasok szama 4430, a bolcsész doktorok szama 1950 volt 1919 elétt, de a
két kategoria kozott természetesen jelentés atfedés is tapasztalhato.

Viszont az adathianyok felértékelték az 1919 utdn mér rendelkezésre allo féléves
beiratkozasi lapok tartalmat, hiszen ezekben a beiratkozottak dsszes fontosabb hattér-adata
bennefoglaltatik. Ezért is kezdtiik ezek terven fellli feldolgozasat dnkéntesek és masfajta
tdmogatasok Utjan mozgdsitott munkatarsak kdzremukodesével. Ebben a felvételben
megkiséreljuk az 6sszes ténylegesen diplomat elnyeréket azonositani, mégpedig —
értelemszertien — nem csak a budapesti valamint a kolozsvari bdlcsészkarok jogutodjaként
fungalo szegedi rokon karon, hanem a két Uj egyetemen is, azaz Pécsett és Debrecenben. Az
idevago eletrajzi informéaciok 1948-ig gépi rogzités alatt vannak. Az Vilaghaboruk kozotti
években ugyanis teljesen atformalddott a bolcseszképzés egyetemi piaca, amennyiben a
korabbi két egyetem kdzotti munkamegoszlas, amely a karok klienturajanak tébbé-kevéshé
urbanizalt, s6t "urbanus’ részét allitotta szembe a sokkal inkabb vidéki gyokerii bolcsész
jeldltekkel, jelentos felekezeti dimenzidval is parosult, mégpedig legalabb kettés értelemben.
Egyrészt a tovabbra is legnagyobb pesti bolcsészkaron maradtak a numerus clausus-sziik
szitajan atjutd zsido bolcseszjeldltek, de az ezekbdl kiszorulok gyakran még a zart szamok
szlik keretein is tul vidéken (elsésorban Pécsett és Szegeden) nyertek felvételt, amennyiben
nem kenyszeriiltek kilféldre (el6szor Bécsbe és Németorszagba, 1933 utan inkabb
Olaszorszagba, Svajcba és Franciaorszagba). Masrészt a vidéki karok felekezeti jellege egyre
erésebben kidomborodott, kiilondsen a debreceni kar reformatus jellege, de valamelyest (az
elébbinél sokkal kevésbé) a pécsi kar evangélikus jellege is. A szegedi karnak viszont jobban
megmaradt felekezeti semlegessége, talan nem fuggetlenil attol, hogy 1928 6ta Szegeden
mikddott az orszag egyetlen allami polgari iskolai tanarképzoje, melynek didkjainak a
bolcsészkarokon is volt bizonyos draszamban ’athallgatasi’ kotelezettsége.

! Erre precedensiil szolgal a kolozsvari magyar Egyetem orvostanhallgatdinak maris megjelent prozopogréfiaja :
Karady Viktor, Lucian Nastasa, The University of Kolozsvar/Cluj/Cluj and the Students of the Medical Faculty
(1872-1918), Cluj, Ethnocultural Diversity Resource Center, Budapest-New York, Central European University
Press, 2004, 392 pages.



Terv szerint végeztiuk az E6tvos Kollégium diakjaira vonatkozd prozopografiai
adatbazis épitését. Ennek 1895-1919 kozotti része lezarult s az anyagok gépen vannak.
Viszont a bolcsesz elitcsoportok hosszu tava 6sszehasonlithatdsaga végett onkéntesek
bevonasaval ezt a kutatést is tervezzilk tovabb vinni 1949-ig, a régi rendszert Kollégium
felszamolasaig.

3. Jogaszok

A jogasz képzettségii diplomasok a honi értelmiség legnagyobb, néha (a 19.
szdzadban) még a tobbséget is kitevo részlegét képezték. Felmérésink tehat volumenében a
tobbi human-értelmiségi csoportnal sokkal nagyobb munkaval jart, ennek megfeleléen
eleddig kutatasainkban is kisebb sullyal szerepelt.

A Kolozsvar-i egyetem jogi karanak ¢sszes hallgatojarol (a diploméat helyben nem
szerzokrol is) elkésziilt a teljes adatbazis. A diploméasok azonositasa a kolozsvari, a pesti és a
kalfoldi egyetemeken (Bécs, Praga, német és svajci bolcsészkarok) beleértve a diploméak
mindsitéset szintén megtortént. Munkank ezen része attél nyer nagy jelentéséget, hogy az
Els6 Vilaghaborut megel6z6 évtizedekben a masodik magyar egyetem voltaképpen az orszag
legnagyobb jogaszképezdéjévé nétte ki magat. Az 1900-1914-es evekben Kolozsvarott mar
tobb jogi diplomast avattak fel, mint Budapesten. Igaz, hogy a diplomat nem szerz6 *mezei
jogaszsag’ aranyai is minden bizonnyal magasabbak voltak a vidéki *diplomagyéarban’, de
evvel csak megnétt Kolozsvar stlya felmérésiinkben : a nagymagyarorszagi vidéki kotottségi
értelmiség utolso generacidinak tetemes része Kolozsvarott juratuskodott (még ha ideje nagy
részét tanulméanyai alatt sem mindig az el6adotermek falai kozott toltétte). Az adatbankunba
felvett kolozsvari joghallgatok szdma igy meghaladta a 12.700 f6t.

Ezt az tetemes mennyiségii prozopografiai anyagot is egy mar meglévé kiadoi
megegyezés szerint publikaciora készitjik elo.

Terv szerint elvégeztik a budapesti jogi fakultas diploméasaira vonatkozo levéltari
felméréseket is mind a tulajdonképpeni s tdbbségi jogi, mind a (volumenében sokkal kisebb)
allamtudomanyi szakokra nézve. Szerencsére az idevago forrdsokat nemrég az Egyetemi
Konyvtar falai kozott levé Egyetemi Levéltarban helyezték el, illetve a szamunkra sziikséges
aktakat kéréstinkre a kilsé raktarbol ideszallitjak. A munka menete igy a teljes lezarasig
tervszeriien haladhatott. Igaz, itt is meg kellett kiizden(ink a pesti bolcsészkaréhoz hasonlatos
forrashianyokkal, melyeket a szigorlati jegyzé6konyvek és a diplomak adataibol kiséreliink
meg potolni. Ez sajnos tobbszords forraskutatasokat tesz szilkségessé és egyes fontos adatok
(pl. a szlilék foglalkozésa vagy — ritkdbban — a vallas) ezekbél a forrasokbdl nem lesznek
elallithatok.N = cc. 11.000.

Evvel azonban sajnos nem teljesen mertlt ki a dualizmus kor legnagyobb és a hatalmi
elitcsoportok képzése szempontjabol legtekintélyesebb diplomas részlegének, a
jogasztarsadalomnak a kutatasa. A korban ugyanis, gyakran ujkori de nemegyszer korabbi 19.
szazadi el6zményekre tamaszkodva egy egész sor jogi féiskola (akadémia) is miukddott, még
pedig a szazadfordulon harom allami (’kiralyi’), négy reformatus, két romai katolikus és egy
evangélikus jogakadémia. Ezek hallgatosaga 1900 koriil az 6sszes joghallgatd tobb mint
negyedét tette ki, tehat a jogaszképzésben szerepiik nem tekinthetd elhanyagolhatonak. Eppen
ezért projektunk folytatasaként, ugyan eredeti terviinkon kivil, maris elkezdtik a
jogakadémiai diaksag felmérését is. Ez két okbdl is fontos kiegészité kutatast képvisel.



Egyrészt az akadémidk hallgatoi gyakran fejezték be tanulményaikat az egyetemi karokon.
Masrészt az akadémiai hallgatokra vonatkozo levéltari forrasanyag sokkal gazdagabb, mint a
budapesti jogi karra nézve fennmaradt forrasok, igy az elébbiek nem ritkan az utébbiak
hianyat is képesek bepotolni.

Az egri romai katolikus érseki jogakadémiarol mar korabban készitett egy torténesz
kolléga prozopogréafiai 6sszeallitast. Megindultak munkalatok a pécsi katolikus piispoki
rokonintézmény diaksagara vonatkozdlag is. Szervezés alatt allnak erdélyi kollégak
segitségével felmérések a nagyvaradi és a marmarosszigeti reformatus akadémia
hallgatosagara nézve. Szintén azonositottuk a sarospataki és a debreceni jreformatus
akadémidk, az eperjesi evangélikus akadémia, valamint a kassai €s a gyori kiralyi akadémiak
levéltari lelhelyeit. Reméljik, hogy a 2006-o0s évben a jogakadémiai hallgatosagot érint6
munkalatokat kiils6é tamogatéssal le tudjuk zarni s evvel teljes koriien megvalosulhat a
dualizmus kor egész jogasznépessegének prozopogréafiai felmérése. Egy ilyen felméreés
eredmeényei kdzvetlenll hozzajarulnak majd a honi politikai és adminisztrativ elitrétegek
kollektiv életrajzanak radikalis atrajzolasahoz, hiszen eddig meg a nemzetgyiilés tagjainak
képzettségére es tarsadalmi, felekezeti vagy etnikai hatterére nézve sem allt rendelkezésre egy
megbizhato s a jogaszokat illetoleg teljeskori adatbazis.

Kiegészitoé felmérések és egyéb munkalatok

A diplomas ertelmiség felmérése nagy méreti alapkutatas jellegii munkalatokat
kovetelt meg. Ezeket azonban szamos mas forrashol is ki lehet és ki is kell egésziteni, részben
az adathianyok pdtlasa vegett, részben pedig az értelmiségképzessel s a szakértelmisegi
muiveltség modernizalddasat kiséré egyéb modernizécids jelenségek feltérképezése végett,
mely utébbiak segitségével valik egyediil lehet6vé adataink megfelel6 tarsadalomtérténelmi
értelmezése. A lentiekben réviden bemutatndm azokat a parhuzamos adatgyujtéseket és
kutatasokat, melyekkel igyekeztlnk a fenti kdvetelményeknek megfelelni jorészt jelen
projektlinkdn Kivilrél szerzett anyagi forrasok mozgoésitasaval

Publikacidk és az eredmények bemutatasa

Prozopografiai kutatasainkat az adott masfél évnél is kevesebbre nyalé munkalatok
alatt épphogy sikertilt a terv szerint lezarni, sét ezekhez szigortan kapcsolodva még néhany
fent jelzett kiegészité munkalatot is elvégezni, de a hatalmas tdmegii prozopografiai
mélyfarasunk folyamatos (részben kulon kodolasi munkalatokkal jard) statisztikai
feldolgozasa nem fejezddhetett be. Igy oknyomozo publikéaciok sem sziilethettek eleddig
anyagainkbol. Kutatasi eredményeinket azonban kdzvetve vagy kdzvetlenll maris tébb
publikécidban felhasznaltuk, illetve tobb tudomanyos forumon eléadtuk.

Az utobbiakra jo példa a kutatas vezetoje altal a 2005-0s év alatt szervezett harom
nemzetkdzi tandcskozas, melyeken angol, francia és kisrészt német nyelvii eléadédsokban
kerult sor a kutatas eredményeinek bemutatasara es maganak a kutatassorozat prozopografiai
modszertandnak népszerisitésére.

2005 aprilis 8-9-eén a nemzetkozi diak-migracio kerdéskorében rendeztem
konferenciat a Kozépeurdpai Egytemen a Pasts Inc. alapitvany anyagi timogatasaval (21
résztvevo Kelet és Nyugat-Eurdpabol). A konferencia kdzponti kérdése a kulfoldi
tanulmanyok funkcioja volt a nemzeti értelmiség kialakuldsaban, képzéseben, szellemi és
ideologiai Utkeresésében.

2005 janius 4-5-én szintén a Kozépeurdpai Egyetemen s a Pasts Inc. alapitvany
tdmogatasaval rendeztem nemzetkozi tanacskozast az Erdély-i elitek és értelmiség



kérdeskorébol a 19. és a 20. szazadban. Itt roman, magyar, német, francia és holland
résztvevok adtak elé. Az eléadasokbol azota elkesziltek a nyomtatasra kész tanulmanyok,
melyeket a CEU University Press gondozasaban kivanunk megjelentetni.

Végul a harmadik altalam rendezett nemzetk6zi konferencia (K6zépeurdpai Egyetem,
Torténelmi Intézet, 2005 majus 28-30) csak kdzvetetten illetve részlegesen érintette kutatasi
témamat, amennyiben a kdzépeurdpai zsidosag 1919 utani helyzetével foglalkozott, kiilonds
tekintettel az elitcsoportok helyzetére. A konferenciat a European Science Foundation
tamogatta.

Kutatasi eredményeinknek mindenesetre maris nem jelentéktelen nemzetkozi
visszhangja tdmadt tehat, annyira, hogy - Ugy tiinik — elvégzett munkank egy sor kilfoldi
kutatast inditott el vagy segitett eld, nevezetesen ezek kibévitése és mddszertani gazdagitasa
szempontjabol. Ennek megfeleléen két nagyobb nemzetkdzi kezdeményezés foszervezéjének
kértek fel.

Az elsé a SCOPES program keretében a svajci Fonds de Recherche Scientifique
harom éves palyazatat nyerte el az altalam iranyitott nemzetkdzi csoport (bulgar, orosz, roméan
és szerb kutatok reszvételével), amely Iényegében ugyanolyan tipusu kutatasokba kezd illetve
fog folytatni a négy orszagban, mint amelyeket mi a jelen OTKA Altal timogatott
programunkban elvégeztiink. Ez az 6sszesen egyelére 14 munkatarsat mozgosito kutatoi
haldzat hivatalosan 2006 januér 1-én kezdett mtikddni, de mar 2005 decemberében tartottunk
a Kozepeurdpai Egyetemen egy bevezeté mihely-6sszejovetelt.

A mésodik kezdeményezés szervezes alatt all egy nagyobb nemzetkdzi konferencia
forméajaban (Kdzépeurdpai Egyetem, 2007 majus 3-5), melynek f6 témaja a nemzeti elitek
kialakulésa lesz az ’eurOpai periférian’, kelet-nyugati és észak-déli ésszehasonlito
szempontok ervenyesitésevel. Erre mind Kelet-Eurdpabol, mind a Balkanrol, a foldkozi
tengeri, a balti, a skandinav és a nyugat-europai allamokbdl varunk el6adokat. A téma
kdzpontjaban az elit-kutatdsok prozopografiai eredményei és madszertani lehetéségei allnak.
Itt is szamitunk a European Science Foundation anyagi timogatasara.

Publikacidk, melyek kozvetve felhasznéltak a projekt eredményeit

Karéady Viktor

Budapest iskolavaros a magyarorszagi képzési piacon 1944 elétt. ? (Educatio, tavasz, 14/1,
95-119.)

A modern korban teljesen altalanos, hogy a nagyvarosok s igy
a févarosok is kiemelt szerepet jatszanak az illet6 orszagok iskol&zasi piacan. Ez kiléndsen
vonatkozik az iskolai hierarchiak fels6 gradicsaira, a nemzetadllamok elitkeépzesi
mechanizmusainak legfébb letéteményeseire — az egyetemekre, a szakféiskolékra, illetve a
legigényesebb eloképzest nyujtd kozépiskolakra — melyek nemcsak, hogy gyakran a
févarosokban 0Osszpontosulnak, de amelyek nemegyszer monopolium-szeriien csak a
févarosokban szervezodtek meg, legalabbis a képzési apparatus tortéenelmi kiépilésének
egyes fazisaiban. Igy volt ez Kozép- és Kelet-Eurdpaban mindenitt, bar a févaros ilyenfajta
tulstlya a magas iskolazas funkcionalis intézményei szempontjabol eltéré6 mértéki lehetett és
tvolrol sem azonos koriilmenyek kdzott alakult ki.

2 A tanulméanyhoz nagy segitséget ny(jtottak az OKTK és az OTKA kutatési palyazatai keretében elért
eredmények.



Két tarsadalomtorténelmi tényezé bizonyosan nagy szerepet
jatszott e téren.

Mindenekel6tt a premodern fejlédés iskolai hozama érdemel
emlitést, hiszen a legmodernebb iskolai intézmenyhaldzat is 6ériz archaikus elemeket, legalabb
annyiban, hogy az ipari tarsadalom iskolai intézményeinek jelentés részét még az
iparositdshoz és a feudalis rendszerek felbomlasahoz kotédo tarsadalmi modernizacios
folyamatok beinduldsa eldtt alapitottak. Ezek legtobbszor (bar nem mindig) helyben
maradtak, mi tobb, képzési funkcidikat nemegyszer megtartottdk még akkor is, amikor az
alapitas helyek tarsadalmi pozicidja erésen atalakult. Angliaban Oxbridge, Svédorszagban
Uppsala, Olaszorszagban egyes régi (varos)allamok koézpontjai (Bologna, Milano, Napoly,
stb.), Németorszagban a gyakran Kkisvarosi regionalis kozpontok (Gottingen, Halle,
Heidelberg) tovabbra is a legjobb képzést nyujto s e tekintetben az esetleges nemzeti févarosi
intézményekkel konkuralé alma materek székhelyei maradtak. Ugyanez a tényezé azonban
masutt, példaul Franciaorszagban, a koran kialakult fovarosi iskolai talsulyt erésitette fel, sok
szempontbdl napjainkig.

Mindenesetre, tendencialisan, a févarosok iskolai funkcioi
mindenitt feleré6sodni latszanak az ipari tarsadalmak kiépulése soran. Ennek legfébb oka az
volt, hogy a févarosokban tomoriltek a ndvekvo tdmegi elitcsoportok, melyek politikai és
adminisztrativ uralkodd helyzetiik mellett egyre béviilé iskolai keresletet is mutattak fel. gy
értheté, hogy a kialakul6 modern vilagi értelmiség reprodukciojaban a nagyvarosok s
kilonosen a févarosok gyakran népességi aranyaikat messze meghalad6 szerepet jatszottak.
Ennek felel meg példaul a févarosok elékel statusa a sziletési helyek szerint szamitott
"tehetségtérképeken’ kiilfoldon is, akarcsak Magyarorszagon.® A fvarosi talsaly persze még
szamottevobbnek mutatkozna a vizsgalt szempontbol, ha nem az érintett ’tehetségesek’
szlletési helyét, hanem intellektudlis palyajuk legfébb szintereit vennénk szdmitésba, hiszen —
konkrétan — a legtobb értelmiségi tevekenyseg elsésorban varosi ervényesilési piacokhoz
kotodik. Ezek kozott (kivételektsl eltekintve) a legfontosabbat mindig a fovaros képviseli.
Ennek kdvetkeztében a muveltségi tokével jol dotélt rétegek migracidja a nagyvarosokba és a
fovarosba a legujabb kori varosiasodasi folyamatok alapveté eleme, mint ahogy erre a
késobbiekben szamos jelzést mozgositunk.

A févérosi tulsily a honi iskolai piacon kiléndsen
érvényesnek latszik. A kiegyezés utani évekig csak Pest-Budan volt egyetem s a szakképzés
talnyoma része is kizarolag itt tortént — a papképzés, a jogakadémiai tanfolyamok és banya-
és erdémernoki szakoktatas (Selmecbanya) kivételével. Ugyanez azonban nem teljesen
allhatott a kozépiskolazasra nézve, hiszen e téren Pest-Buda 1777-ig a 42 késébb is
fennmaradd latin iskolabdl csak kettét mikddtetett s ezutan az 1850-ig alapitott tjabb 10-bél
minddssze eggyel tobbet. Az 1850 és 1918 kozott megszervezett 56 klasszikus gimnaziumbdl
és realiskolabdl azonban mar 26 Budapesten sziiletett meg.* Az ilyen adatok értelmezéséhez
természetesen elengedhetetlen a fovaros népességi sulyanak ndvekedésének mddszeres
szambavetele is.

Dolgozatomban ezen fovarosi iskolai talsuly egyelére
munkahipotézisként felvetett téméajanak pontosabb valosagtartalmat szeretném kordljarni,
mégpedig foképp az eleddig kevéssé kihasznalt torténelmi-statisztikai szakirodalom béseges

® L. Hantos Gyula, Magyar tajak, magyar kivalésagok, Budapest, 1936 (a Pallas Nagy Lexikon életrajzi adatai
alapjan); Somogyi Jozsef, ,,Magyarorszag tehetségtérképe”, Tarsadalomtudomany, 1942, 1, kiléndsen 8-19
oldal (a Révai Lexikon életrajzi adatai alapjan).

* L. Mészéros Istvan, Kozépszints iskolaink kronoldgiéja és topografiaja 996-1948, Budapest, Akadémiai, 1988,
354-359 o.



idevagd eredményeinek segitségével,” mégpedig Ugy, hogy a felhasznalt elsésorban
kvantitativ jelzések a varosi tarsadalom kulonleges modernizaciés korilményeinek
logikajaban valjanak értelmezhet6évé. Haromfajta tematikus megkozelitést kisérelnék meg.

Mindenekel6tt — s ez a viszonylag legegyszeriibb feladat -
tisztazni kell a févarosi iskoldzas tényleges s torténelmileg talan nem mindig egyiranyd
mennyisegi sulyanak valtozésait — erésodését vagy esetleges gyengilését — az orszag
iskolarendszerében, kilénosen az elitképzés piacain, ahol feltehetéleg a legjelentésebb
eltérések (s ezeknek legszamottevébb hatasu torténelmi atalakulasai) mutatkozhatnak.

Mésodsorban, a  beiskolazési  gyakorisag és az
intézményhalozat nyers mennyiségi mutatoin tal, meg kell hatarozni a févarosi kepzesi
rendszer sajatos minésegi funkciodit az orszag iskolazési piacan.

Végiul néhany jelzés erejeig megkisérlem jellemezni a
fovarosi iskoldzas tarsadalmi funkcidinak sajatossdgait. Ez elsésorban publikumainak
rétegsajatos (felekezeti, etnikai) osszetételére vonatkozO elemzésekkel torténhet, amely
sokféle szlon kotodik a fenti masodik pont alatt vizsgalando *belsé’ iskolazési jellemzékhoz
(mint pl. az intézményhaldzat fenntartoi szerinti — kdzllet vagy egyhazak - szerkezetéhez, az
érettségizettek palyavalasztasahoz e€s vizsga-minésitéséhez, a nok ardnyahoz az iskolai
népessegekben, stb.).

Mindharom megkozelités a honi iskolarendszer térténelmileg
viszonylag kesén beteljestlé funkcionalis differencialédasara, hierarchikus rétegezédésére
illetve atrétegezédésére fog illusztrativ példakat felmutatni Budapest és a vidék ellentétének
vagy eltéréseinek prizmajan keresztul.

X X X
A mennyiségi tulsualy elemei

A budapesti népesség, az iskolai piacon szereplé legfontosabb
intézmények és a beiskolazottak szamanak mennyiségi alakulasat a két alabbi tablazaton lehet
kovetni. Egyszeriiség kedveért eltekintettiink egyes ritkabban el6fordulo, illetve torténelmileg
csak késobb kialakult vagy jelent6ségre jutott iskoldk szambavételétél (mint a felsé
kereskedelmik, a tanoncképezdék és az Gvo- és tanitokepzok).

1. tablazat.
Egyes iskolatipusok valamint tanulokdzonséglik szdmainak és szdmaranyainak valtozasai
Budapesten és orszagosan (1890-1940)

A/ Iskolak
elemik polgarik kozépiskolak
Magyar- Budapesten Magyar- Budapesten Magyar- Budapesten
orszagon % orszagon %  orszagon %

1890 16.558 136 0,8 164 19 116 164 14 85

® Lasd kilonosen — a teljesség igénye nélkiil, csak a ténylegesen felhasznalt miiveket emlitve : Dr Elekes Dezss,
Budapest szerepe Magyarorszag szellemi életében, Statisztikai kdzlemények, Budapest, 1935; Illyefalvi I. Lajos,
A kbzoktatasugy Budapesten a Vilaghaborut megeldzé években, Statisztikai kdzlemények, 71/3, Budapest
székesfovaros hazinyomdaja, é.n.; Hamvas Jozsef, Budapest Székesfévaros iskolatigye 1920-t61 1938-ig,
Statisztikai kozlemények 91/3, Budapest févaros hazinyomdaja, 1940; Dr Thirring Lajos, Budapest
Kdézoktatasligye az 1907/8-as tanévben, Budapest Székesfdvaros statisztikai kozleményei, 48, Budapest, 1912. Itt
kell hivatkozni Mann Miklés Gjabb s szintén gazdag statisztikai tarhazzal rendelkezg iskolatrténeti attekintésére
: Budapest oktatasiigye 1873-2000, Budapest, Onkonet, 2002.



1900 16817 166 1,0 296° 30 10,1 197 17 8,6
1910 16455 202 1.2 460" 50 10,9 245 24 938
1920 6158 178 29 312 70 224 152 41 27,0
1930 6856 183 2,7 378 69 18,3 161 48 29,8
1940 17079 173 1,0 514 65 12,6 362 58° 16,0

B/ tanulok
Iskoldk
elemik polgéarik kdzepiskolak
Magyar- Budapesten Magyar- Budapesten Magyar- Budapesten
orszagon % orszagon %  orszagon %

1890 1624872° 37727 23 22585 5333 236 40673 5407 13,3
1900 1755197 56395 3,2 48169 10638 22,1 59302 9017 1572
1910 1.942438 62086 3,2 82796 18583 22,4 79357 12369 156
1920 881 046" 63144 7,2 75351 24515 325 56927'° 19369 34,0
1930 849075 54103 6,4 78633 21524 27,4 64218 22052 34,3
1940 1542 105'7 51928 3,4 131399 22533 17,1 93932 29734 31,7

Forrasok : Budapestre nézve Kalmar Ella gyljtése. L. Iskolak, diakok, oktataspolitika a 19-20. szazadban.
Tanulmanyok. Szerkesztette Feitl Istvan és Sipos Andras. Budapest, Napvilag Kiadd, 2004, 160-217 o. A legtdbb
orszagos adat leléhelye a Magyar statisztikai évkdnyvek. A polgari iskolakra |. ezenkivil Asztalos Jozsef, ,,Polgari
iskolaink az 1925/26-0s évben”, Magyar statisztikai szemle, 1927, 10. szdm, 928-941 oldal, kilondsen 929. oldal; Janki
Gyula, ,,Polgari iskolak”, Magyar statisztikai szemle, 1934, 1. szdm, 26-29 oldal, kiiléndsen 27. oldal.

Az 1. tablazat, barmilyen egyszeriiek is adatai, jol
demonstralja a budapesti iskolai koncentracio egyes, az egész iskolai piac szerkezetére
jellemzé sajatossagait.

Egyrészt mar maguk az elemi szinten beiskolazottak nyers
szamai mutatjdk a budapesti népességszam gyors novekedését. lgaz ugyan, hogy a
beiskolazottak az 6sszes iskolazottsagi kotelezettnek csak egy részét tették ki, bar a 19. szazad
végétsl mar tdinyomo részét is, kiilondsen a varosi népességekben. (Budapesten 1895/6-ban
példaul a 6-12 éves tankotelezetteknek becslés szerint nem kevesebb, mint 97,8 %-a
ténylegesen elemibe jart.'®) Mindenesetre az elemi iskolak népességéhdl keriiltek ki a felsébb
népiskolak (igy a polgari) vagy a kdzépiskolak latogatoi is.

A szamszeri dsszehasonlitashoz e megallapitasbdl kifolyolag
célravezet6bb tehat az elemista népességet alapul venni az 6ssznépesseg helyett, akkor is, ha a
kilénb6z6 iskolatipusra vonatkozd, datumszeriien egyidejii adatok az iskolai hierarchia

®1899/1900-ra. L. Asztalos Jozsef, ,,Polgari iskoldink az 1925/26. tanévben”, Magyar statisztikai szemle, 1927,
10 sz., 929 o.

71909/10-re. L. u.0.

8 Az Gjabban szervezett (ipari, mezégazdasagi és kereskedelmi) szakkézépiskolak nélkiil.
° Csak 1892/3-ra talaltam adatot.

101889/90-re.

' 1899/1900-ra.

'21909/10-re.

3 Az elemi mindennapi iskolakba jaré 6-11 éves tankételezettek.

4 1919/20-ra.

5 A vizsgat tett tanulok.

16 Az altalanos és gazdasagi tovabbképzé (ismétls) iskolak tanuléi nélkiil:

7 Mint az el8bbi jegyzetben.

18 A Magyar statisztikai évkonyv, 1896, 416 oldalan szereplé adatok alapjan.



részben egymasra épilé intézményeinek tanul6szamaban nem tikrozik teljes pontossaggal az
alsobbol a felsébb intézménykategdriakba belépni képes csoportok nagysagat : ez utdbbit az
életkorhoz kotott (és torténelmileg is valtozo) halalozasi kockazat és a migracids gyakorlat (a
csaladok el- illetve bevandorlasa, a didkok elkuldése nem févarosi, illetve bejarasa févarosi
intézményekbe) is befolyasolhatta. Ha tehat az elemistdk megfigyelt szamai csak
nagysagrendileg jelzik a felsébb iskolakba igyekvé potencialis didkjelltek mennyiségét, a
felsobb iskolazésra kész népességnek mégis ez szolgaltatja leghiibb kvantitativ
megkdzelitését. Ezek szerint a Vilaghaboru el6tt a févarosi elemistak az dsszes elemistanak
apré, 2-3 %-nyi toredékét képezték, s aranyuk a Trianoni orszagban sem haladta meg ennek
az értéknek a duplajat, hogy aztan az 1938 utani tertiletnagyobbodasokkal ismét lesillyedjen a
szdzad elejei szintre. Ez utdbbi szamokban persze mér a varosokban altaldban eluralkodd
demogréfiai depresszio (kis csalad-modell) éreztette hatasat, annak ellenére, hogy a févaros
globalis népességszama az 1890-es 487 ezerrsl 1910-re 880 ezerre'®, 1930-ra 1.006 ezerre és
1941-re 1164 ezerre nétt.?® (A budapesti gyerek utanpotlasnak a vilaghéborik kozotti
évtizedekben megfigyelhet6 apadésara jellemzé, hogy mig az 1930-as népszamléalds meg
45500 6-9 éves iskolaskordt regisztralt %, addig ez a szdm a globélis népességgyarapodas
ellenére 1941-re j6 15 %-kal lecsokkent és 38400-ra siillyedt.??)

A csokkenoé szamul beiskolazandd vagy iskolaképes fiatal
azonban a fovarosban atlagosan egyre magasabb iskolazottsag kedvezményezettje lett. A
févarosi iskolazottsag szintemelkedése, mi tobb, 1ényegesen gyorsabb is volt a videkinél. Itt is
tobbfajta Osszefliggés ereddjérél van szo, melyek kozott a demogréfiait a kutatasban
legtdbbszor feledés Gvezi. Pedig fontos maris leszégezni, hogy a kisebb csalddokban egy
"gyerekfore’ atlagosan egyre tobb miivel6dési beruhdzas jutott, fuggetlenil minden egyéb
iskolazottsagi tenyez6tol (melyekre késébb térink ki). Mindenesetre a tablazatbdl kivilaglik a
févarosi iskolai keresletnek a vidékiét Iényegesen meghaladé szinvonala. Habar a polgarik és
a klasszikus kozepiskoldk iranti kereslet a vizsgalt evtizedek soran mindenitt sokkal
gyorsabban emelkedett, mint az elemikre iranyuld, ami természetes folyamat egy olyan
torténelmi helyzetben, melyben — mint fentebb ez mar emlitest nyert — az elemista kortak
nagy része kezdett6l fogva iskoldba jart, orszagosan a beiskolazottak tainyomd toébbsége a
legutolsd jelzett idépontban is (1940-ben 87 %-a) elemista maradt. Budapesten egeszen
méasként alakultak ezek az aranyok. 1890-ben a tablazatban megfigyelt beiskoldzottaknak
maris 22 %-a kozépiskolas vagy polgarista volt. 1940-re ez az ardny az 0sszes beiskolazott
felét is (50,2 %) elérte. Raadasul az idék sordn szamottevéen maédosult a nyolc osztalyos
kozépiskolasok és a 4-6 osztalyos polgaristak egymashoz viszonyitott ardnya. Mig orszagosan
a polgaristak szdma 1910 utan mindig magasabb volt a gimnazistak és a realiskolasok
Osszességénel, addig Budapesten 1930-t6l egyre nagyobb a klasszikus kozépiskolakba jarok
szambeli folénye a polgaristakkal szemben.

Ebben az 6sszefliggésben lehet utalni az elemi népoktatas
felsébb osztalyaiban tapasztalhaté févarosi sajatossagokra, melyek leginkadbb a varosi
néptomegek kozépiskolazasi esélyekkel nem rendelkezé részlegeinek modernebb, a
hagyomanyos mezégazdasagi mesterségek helyett az ipar és a kereskedelmi munkapiac felé
iranyuld képzési valasztasait tukrozik. Igy az 6sszes kereskedd-tanonc 46,5 %-a mar 1925/6-
ban Budapesten készllt mesterségére s ez az arany 1934/5-re tobbségi lett (54,7 %). Az
iparos-tanoncok megfelelé févarosi aranyai ugyanakkor 30 %-rol 33,1 %-ra emelkedtek.
Evvel szemben érthetd, hogy a fovarosi tanuldifjisag sokkal ritkdbban (1925/6-ban az
orszagos szam 4,9 %-a erejéig) keresett mezégazdasagi alapkeépzést a gazdasagi

19 Budapest székesfgvaros statisztikai kozleményei 53, 14 oldal.

2 Budapest székesfévaros statisztikai évkonyve, 1944, 31 oldal.

21 Magyar statisztikai kdzlemények 96, 284-285 oldal.

22 Budapest Székesfévaros statisztikai évkonyve, 1944, 38. oldal.



ismétldiskolakban s ez a szerény — habar az elemista atlagot azért jocskan meghaladd — arany
az évek soran egyre gyengult is (1934/5-re 3,3 %-ra).”® A viszonylag magas de még elemi
szinti szakiskolak iranti kereslet tehat a budapesti iskolai piac legalsdbb rétegeire is ranyomta
bélyegét.

Az urbanus kozonség pragmatikusabb, a munkaerdpiacra
kozvetlenebbil orientalt iskolavalasztasat tikrozte a kozépiskolazas szintjén az érettségi
mindsitést nyujto felsé kereskedelmi iskolak iranti killénleges févarosi kereslet. 1911/12-ben
példaul az akkoriban miikddé 51 ilyen tipusu intézménybdl kdzel egy hatoduk (9) budapesti
volt, de ardnyosan az 0sszes kereskedelmistdknak ennek mintegy dupldja (31,4 %) tanult
benniik.** 1934/5-ben hasonlék voltak a szémaranyok. Ekkor a trianoni orszag 49 felss
kereskedelmijébol kdzel harmad részik, 15 volt Budapesten, de ezekbe a trianoni orszag
vsszes felsé-kereskedelmistajanak mar tobbsége (51,4 %) jart.

Ez elébbi 6sszefuggesbol is  felsejlik a  kdnnyen
altalanosithatd megfigyelés a budapesti iskolaknak a vidékiekenél nagyobb méreteit illetéleg.
Tekintve, hogy a févarosi iskoldk aranya az orszag iskolai kdzott mindig sokkal kisebb volt,
mint a févarosi tanulok szamanak megfelel6 aranyai, nyilvanvalo, hogy az itteni intézmények
mindegyike atlagosan sokkal (az elemikben legaldbb kétszer) tobb tanul6t fogadott be, mint a
vidékiek. Ez az eredmény, lattuk, a felsé kereskedelmikre is és - tablazatunk adatai szerint - a
tobbi magasabb szintli iskolatipusokra nézve is allt, hiszen a budapesti polgarik és a
kozépiskolak is rendre ritkdbbak voltak mint az altaluk foglalkoztatott aranylag Iényegesen
(ha nem is az elemikhez mérten) nagyobb tdmegt diaksag.

Méarpedig az intézmények meéretei az oktatds mindségére
nézve egy sor igen konkrét kovetkezménnyel jartak. Az elemikben példaul az oktatok egyes
osztalyok kezelésere szakosodhattak, szemben a videéki, zémmel sokaig egytanitos tébbségi
iskolakkal. 1907/8-ban a budapesti elemik 76 %-a osztott osztalyokkal s tobb mint 5 tanitoval
miikodott, szemben a minddssze 6,7 %-nyi orszagos atlaggal.”® Ha a kozépiskolakban
kevésbé dramaiak is az eltérések, 1912/3-ban Budapesten atlagosan 19, vidéken csak 14,9
tanar jutott egy intézményre. Huszonkét évvel késobb ezek a szamok Budapesten mar 24,2-re,
vidéken 17,6-ra emelkedtek, azaz az eltérések mértéke alig valtozott. Hasonlé itemben nétt az
egy intézményre juto atlagos diaklétszam is, Budapesten a két elébbi datum kdzott 455-rél
516-ra, mig vidéken 297-rél 363-ra.” Ha a nagyobb tanari karban akarcsak hallgatélagosan
el6allo belsé szakosodas és konkurencia javithatta az oktatds pedagdgiai mindséget,
gyakrabban fordulhatott el6 a nagyobb iskoldkban, hogy egy tanarra atlagosan tobb diak
jutott, s evvel alkalom adtan csorbulhatott az egy diakot megilleté oktatoi figyelem — mint
ahogy ez a zdmmel osztatlan videki egytanitos elemikben nem ritkan drasztikusan nyilvanult
meg. llyenfajta eltérés ténylegesen tapasztalhatd a vidéki kozeépiskoldk elényére, de csak
szerény és az idovel radikalisan csokkené mértékben. Budapesten 1912/13-ban egy tanéarral
szemben atlagosan 24, 1934/5-ben mar csak 21,3 diak ult az osztalytermekben, mig vidéken
kezdetben 20, tehat valamivel kevesebb, ez azonban 1934/5-re 20,7-re nétt?® s igy az e téren
mérheté kilonbségek a vilaghaboruk kozoétt tulajdonképpen elenyészové valtak. A tanarral
valo ellatottsag szempontjabol a fovarosi kozépiskolasok kordbban csekély hatranya — ha
ugyan lehet tényleges hatranyrol beszélni - ezzel tendencialisan jelentéktelenné zsugorodott.
Valdszinti ugyanis, hogy a didk/tanar aranyban mért kilonbségek annak tudhatok be, hogy
vidéken 1919 el6tt meg G.n. nem teljes, négy vagy hatosztalyos és érettségit nem nyujto

% Elekes Dezs6, id. mii, 44. oldal.
2 A Magyar statisztikai évkényv, 1912, 158 oldalan lévé adatokbél szamitott aranyok.
> U.0. 36. és 41. oldal.
% A Magyar statisztikai kdzlemények 31, 230-256 oldalakon talalhaté adatokbél szamitott aranyok.
z; A szamitasok forrasa Elekes Dezs6, id. mii, 36. oldal.
u.o.



gimnaziumok és reéliskolak is miikodtek.” Budapesten a kiegyezés utan rohamosan kiépiil3
kozépiskolai hal6zatban viszont mar eleve csak érettségiztetd intézmenyeket alapitottak,
melyeknek atlagos tanar- és didkszdma, érthetéen, igy eleve meghaladta a megfelelé vidéki
atlagokat.

A budapesti talsuly a tablazatban nem érintett felséoktatasra
nézve még a kozép- és alsobb iskoldzasban megfigyeltnél is sokkal nagyobb mértékben
érvényesiilt.

Ennek a folyamatnak torténelmi elézmeényei részben mar
emlitést nyertek. Miiegyetem a targyalt régi rendszer végeéig csak Budapesten mitkddott (bar a
honi mérndkképzésben az osztrak, német, cseh és svajci miegyetemek is nagy szerepet
jatszottak a Il. Vilaghaboru el6estéjéig). Tudomanyegyetem is csak Budapesten mikddott
1872-ig s az 1918-ig aktiv (kolozsvari) masodik magyar tudomanyegyetem sokaig
mésodlagos, néha (Bécs utan) csak harmadlagos szerepet toltott be a honi értelmiség
képzésében. 1880-ban peldaul a magyarorszagi sziletésii medikusok 54 %-a Budapesten, 31
%-a Bécsben, 8 %-a egyebutt kulféldon (féleg mas németnyelvii fakultdsokon) tanult s
mindossze 7 %-a Kolozsvarott.® Az orvosképzésben Budapest szerepe késébb allandéan
er6sodott (1910/11-1913/14-ben mar 76 % erejeéig), bar inkabb a kulfoldi, mint a kolozsvari
testverkar karara (mely utobbiban a vildghabor( elétti években orvostanhallgatoink 12 %-a
jart).®! Csak a Kolozsvari egyetem jogtudomanyi kara keriilt az 1900-as években a kétes
értékii ’diplomagyar’ vagy a ’mezei jogaszsag® ’szanatériumanak’ hirébe, amennyiben
alacsonyabb vizsgakdvetelményei segitségével, a pesti fakultasnal dsszességében kevesebb
juréatussal néhany évig a févarosinal joval toébb jogi és allamtudomanyi doktoratust adott ki.?
Példaul 1903/4 és 1906/7 kozott az els6 jogi alapvizsgan Budapesten a jelentkezok 44,7 %-a,
mig Kolozsvarott 81,4 %-uk ment at. Az utolso szigorlaton mar megsziintek ezek az eltérések,
csupan Kolozsvarott négy évvel késébb (1907/8 és 1910/11 kozott) mar tdbb vizsgazd
jelentkezett a diplomahoz vezeté harmadik vizsgan (2222) mint Budapesten (1621) és
potvizsgazobol is tobb volt.** A trianoni orszagban a vizsgazok siker-rataja az egyetemek
kozott latszolag kiegyenlitodott, de 1934/5-ben a Pazmany Péter egyetem jogi karan meg
mindig csak a szigorlatozok 71,5 %-at engedték at, szemben a vidéki jogi fakultdsok
vizsgazéinak 80 %-aval.>

A Vilaghaborik kozotti korban a Kolozsvari egyetem
Szegedre kerllésevel és pécsi és a debreceni egyetemek felfejlesztésével a honi
tudomanyegyetemek hal6zata formalisan megduplazddott, majd atmenetileg 1940 utan a
Kolozsvari magyar fakultasok visszaallitasaval tovabb nétt. Ugyanakkor az 1920-ban
bevezetett zsidoellenes numerus clausus brutalisan leéllitotta a kordbban viszonylag messze
legnagyobb foiskolai keresletet felmutato tarsadalmi kategoOria, a zsidosdg egyetemi
beiskolazéséat, kilondsen Budapesten, ahol a numerus clausus-t szigorubban érvényesitették
mint vidéken® s ahol a modern beallitottsagl honi zsidésagnak a vilaghaborak kozott mar
tobbsége élt s igy tanulmanyi kereslete is elsésorban az itteni féiskolakra és egyetemekre

% |, Egyhaz és Taniigy 1885-1889. Magyar statisztikai évkonyv, 1889, 117-118 oldal.
%0 |_. Victor Karady, Lucian Nastasa, The University of Kolozsvar/Cluj and the Students of the Medical Faculty
g11872-1918), Budapest-Cluj, CEU Press és Ethnocultural Diversity Resource Center, 2004, 75. oldal.

u.o.
%2 . Ladanyi Andor, A magyarorszagi felsgoktatas a dualizmus kora masodik felében, Budapest, Felséoktatasi
Kutaté Kézpont, 1969, 74.oldal.
¥ A Magyar statisztikai évkényvek megfelelé éves adatai alapjan végzett mérések.
L. Elekes Dezs6, id. mii. 50. oldal.
% | erre tobbek kozott a korabeli kitting szélséjobb statisztikus megéllapitasait : Kovacs Alajos, ,, Ertelmiségiink
nemzeti jellegének biztositasa”, Tarsadalomtudomany, 1926, 257-269, kiléndsen 264 oldal.



iranyult.®® Mindennek a budapesti féiskolai talsuly globalis meggyengiilésével kellett volna
jarnia. A valdsagban azonban ez nem tortént meg. A févaros tovabbra is nemcsak a legtébb
egyetemi polgart dsszpontositd varos maradt, de sokdig az 0sszes egyetemi és foiskolai
diplomas tobbsége is a fovarosban nyerte el kiképzését, nem szolva arrol, hogy itt oktatott az
egyetemi tanari személyzet nagyobbik hanyada is. Ami az egyetemi didksag létszamat illeti,
»a budapesti arany a haboru utan csékkend : mig 1921/22-ben 85,6 %-kal kulminal, 1934/35-
ig 53,1 % ala esik”.*” Ez az arany azonban a késébbiekben sem véltozott szamottevéen, annak
ellenére, hogy az 1940 utan Ujraalapitott Kolozsvari Egyetem 0j polusat kepezte a foiskolai
kinalatnak és a haboru alatti megnagyobbodott orszagban a férfi diaksag szaméara mar a
bevonulast elkerllé stratégiaként is érvényesilt egyfajta erés beiskolazasi hullam. Ennek
sulypontja szlkségszeriien — a tertiletnagyobbodas egyenes kdvetkezményeként — vidékre
esett. Marpedig 1941/42-ben a masodik félévre beiratkozott 19.900 6sszes foiskolasbol és
egyetemistabol tovabbra sem kevesebb mint 10330 (51,9 %) a Budapesti Pazmany Péter
Tudomanyegyetem és a Miiegyetem hallgatéja volt. *

"Minéségi kulonbségek’, iskolazasi egyenlétlenségek és piacszerkezet

Méar az eddigiekben is jeleztlink tobb *mindségi’ kilénbséget
a budapesti és a vidéki iskolai kinalatban. A tovabbiakban a févarosi és vidéki
iskolahaldzatok mintegy belsé szerkezeti sajatossaai kozotti eltéréseket vizsgaljuk, illetve
azokat a muvel6désbeli s palyavélasztasi eltéréseket, melyek a kétfajta iskolai hal6zatbol
kikerilt diplomasokat és egyéb képzetteket némely tekintetben igen radikalisan
megkulonboztetni engedik.

A szerkezeti kilonbségek kozott elsésorban az intézmenyek
fenntartoinak eltéré jellegzetessegeit kell emliteni. Ezek természetesen csak elemi és
kozépiskolai szinten érvenyesilhettek, hiszen a magyar felséoktatas mar gyakorlatilag Maria
Terézia alatt a jezsuitdk nagyszombati egyetemének allamositasa (és a rend feloszlatésa,
1773), majd az els6 ratio educationis (1777) ota allami kézben volt - s kivételektdl eltekintve
— ez a helyzet méig sem valtozott. Targyalt korszakunkban a kivételek néhany vidéki
intézményre korlatozodtak. Ezek kdzott voltak a kiegyezés el6tt alapitott s akkor még fontos,
de az id6vel egyre kisebb tomegii diaksdgot mozgdsitd egyhadzi  jogakadémiak és —
értelemszertien - a kulonb6zé egyhazak papképzé teologiai foiskolai. Az egyhazi
jogakadémiak hallgatésaga, marginalisan ugyan, de a régi rendszer végéig sajatos szinezetii
részleget kepezte a honi juratussagnak : 1895/6-ban az 6sszes joghallgatd mintegy 18 %-
aval,* 1910/11-ben 14 %-aval*, 1934/5-ben 12 %-4val (miutan a trianoni orszagban é&llami
jogakadémidk mar nem miikddtek)*, 1941/2-ben ismét 16 %-aval (mésodik féléves
hallgatok).** De a teoldgiakra is csak részben allt a felekezeti 6nallésag, hiszen a budapesti
egyetem katolikus hittani kara — akarcsak a premodern korban alapitott hasonlé eurdpai
egyetemek nagyrészében, sokdig még a forradalom utdn messzemenéen szekularizalt
Franciaorszagban is (itt 1885-ig) — szintén allami intézményként fungalt. Hasonloképp allami
alapitast a neoldg zsidosag budapesti Rabbiképzé Intézete (1877). De Trianon utan az allami
egyetemekhez csatoltak kulon karok formajaban az evangelikus teoldgiat (Sopron-i
székhellyel, de a Pécsi Egyetem keretében) illetve a Debreceni reformatus Kollégium

% . Karady Viktor, ,,A numerus clausus és a zsid6 értelmiség”, in Iskolarendszer és felekezeti egyenlstlenségek
Magyarorszagon (1867-1945), Budapest, Replika Kényvek, 1997, 235-245 oldal.

%7 . Elekes Dezs6, id. mii, 47. oldal.

* Magyar statisztikai évkényv, 1942, 233 oldal.

¥ A Magyar statisztikai évkonyv 1896, 395. oldalan lévé adatok szerint.

0 A Magyar statisztikai évkényv 1910, 385. oldal adatai szerint.

1 A Magyar statisztikai évkényv 1935, 321. oldal adatai szerint.

2 A Magyar statisztikai évkényv 1942, 233. oldalanak adatai szerint.
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monopoliuma a legutobbi (1989 utani) idokig ezzel végig majdnem teljes maradt.

Nem igy az als6bb iskolaztatds intézményrendszere mely,
tudjuk, torténelmileg kizardlag egyhazi alapitasu volt s bar az els6 Ratio educationis Ota az
allam egyre inkdbb meghatarozta mikddési feltételeiket, a kiegyezésig majdnem teljesen
egyhazi felugyelet alatt is maradt. 1868/9-ben még allami elemi nem volt és az orszag 13948
elemi iskolajabol kozel 96 %-ot a felekezetek miikodtettek.”* Ekkoriban az orszagban
minddssze néhany djonnan alapitott allami realiskolat talalni, de kozileti gimnazium még
egyéltalan nem létezett.* Az elsd ’csaszari-kiralyi allami gimnaziumot’ ugyan hivatalosan
mar az abszolutizmus alatt (1858-ban, Pesten) megalapitottdk, de mivel a katolikus
Tanulmanyi Alapbdl tartottak fenn, ennek is katolikus jellege maradt 1897-ig.*> A késsbbi
pesti “mintagimnazium’ megjelenésével (1872) vette aztan kezdetét a kozlleti gimnaziumi
halzat kifejlesztése.*® Az alsébb intézményhélézatok fokozatos (bar a régi rendszer végéig
teljessé nem vald) allamositasa tehat tulajdonképpen a targyalasunk alé tartozé korban ment
vegbe. Ez a fejlédés azert kell, hogy érdekeljen minket, mivel az allami intézményhaldzat
kiépulése, illetve a meglévo iskolak részleges allamositasa teriletileg igencsak differencialt
folyamatnak bizonyult. Roviden, vidéken er6sen megmaradt az egyhazi intézmények talsdlya,
mig Budapesten a kiegyezes 6ta mar elsésorban a kozuleti (allami és kdzsegi) vagy kisrészt az
egyéb nem egyhazi (egyesuleti és magan) intézmények uraltak az egész iskolai piacot.

Elemi szinten a folyamat kdnnyen leirhato. A kiegyezés utan,
illetve kdzvetlenll az 1868-as népiskolai torvény kdvetkeztében a zémmel katolikus févarosi
elemi iskolai halozat varosi kezelésbe kerdlt. ,,Pest sz. kiralyi varos képviselete mar 10 nappal
a torvény kihirdetése utan, 1968 dec. 17-én tartott kozgyilésén kimondotta, hogy a varos
iskolai tobbé nem rém. kat. felekezetiek, hanem kozségiek.” Az ehhez nemsokara
csatlakoz6 fels6bb népiskolakat, illetve a polgari iskolakat mar eleve tdlnyomo részt a fovaros
szervezte meg. Mindez megalapozta a févarosi népiskolai piacnak a régi rendszer végéig
fennmaradt kozuleti dominanciajat. 1900/1901-ben a 208 budapesti "nepiskolabdl’ (kdzottik
29 polgari iskola) nem kevesebb, mint 77 % kozdileti (k6ztik 156 egyenesen kozségi) és 7 %
egyesuleti vagy magan jellegi volt, szemben 13 rémai katolikus, 9 izraelita, 6 evangélikus és
2-2 reformatus illetve gorog keleti iskolaval.*® Vidéken ekkoriban a 16938 ’népiskolabél’
csak 3293, azaz 19 % volt koziileti és minddssze 1,6 % egyéb nem egyhézi intézmény.* A
vilaghaborak kozotti idészakban ezek az aranyok csak kissé modosultak, foképp a
Klebelsberg-féle &llami beruhazdsok révén, melyek azonban majdnem kizarélag a vidéki
elemi iskolai halozatot erésitették meg.1934/5-ben a 180 budapesti elemib6l még mindig 82
% (71 % koziileti és 11 % més) nem felekezeti kezelésii volt,® mig vidéken tovabbra is az
egyhéazi iskoléknak jutott a fé6 szerep az intézményhalézat 69 %-a erejéig.> Magéan
Budapesten a vilaghdboruk kozotti években csupan néhany djabb rémai katolikus elemi
megjelenese figyelemre méltd. Ez minden bizonnyal a militans katolicizmus térhdditasanak s
foképp a zsenge néi lelkek felekezeti domesztikaciojara tett kisérletnek felelt meg, hiszen a
févarosi katolikus iskolak publikumanak tulnyomo része (1939/40-ben nem kevesebb, mint
84 %-a°%) lany volt, ami a tobbi felekezeti iskolara nézve nem bizonyult jellemzének.

* Magyar statisztikai kozlemények, 31, 27* oldal.
# L. Mészaros Istvan, id. mii, 298 oldal.
U.0. 163. oldal.
“®U.0. 164. oldal.
*" Magyar statisztikai kozlemények, 31, 29* oldal.
8 Magyar statisztikai évkonyv, 1901, 318. oldal.
**U.0. 320-321 oldal.
:? Magyar statisztikai évkonyv, 1935, 298. oldal adatai alapjan.
L. u.o.
%2 A Budapest székesfévaros statisztikai évkonyve, 1940, 600. oldal alapjan.



Megjegyzendé, hogy bar a zsidé elemik szama a vilaghabordk kdzotti években nem nétt, az
ezeket frekventalé kozonseg szamaranya tetemesen megemelkedett a fasizalodas és az
antiszemita hisztéria erére kapdsa soran. Mig 1925/6-ban a févarosi  zsidd
iskolakotelezetteknek még csak 23 %-a jart felekezeti elemibe®, 1942/43-ra ez az arany mar
39 %-ra emelkedett.>

Nem kevesbé latvanyosnak tekinthet6 a kozileti intézmenyek
talsulya a févaros kdzépiskolai piacan a dualista kortol kezdédéen. Mig 1890-ben még csak 7
kézuleti gimnazium és redliskola &llt az 5 felekezetivel szemben,”1917-18-ban mar 18
mindossze héttel szemben.>® A lanykoézépiskolak megszervezésével az elsé vilaghabor( koriili
években rohamosan megnétt a févarosi kdzépiskolai halozat, 1924/25-re mar 13 felekezeti és
27 koziileti illetve mas nem egyhazi intézménnyel.”” Ugyan a ’neobarokk tarsadalom’ Gjra-
klerikalizalédasa Budapesten ujabb katolikus kozepiskoldk nyitasat is eredményezi, az
allamositas elotti 1947/48-as iskolaévben a 48 févarosi kdzépiskolanak tovabbra is csak
kisebbsége (40 %) volt felekezeti kezelésben.®® E tekintetben a vidékkel valé kontraszt
messzemendéen fennmaradt a régi rendszer végéig, habar ott is megtortént a kozlleti, foképp
az allami kozépiskolak fokozatos térnyerése. 1932/3-ban példaul a 117 vidéki kdzépiskola
kodzal (fiu- és lanygimnéaziumok, redlgimnaziumok, realiskoldk és liceumok egyditt) 55 % még
felekezeti kezelésben miikodott.>®

Igen szignifikans kilonbségek figyelhetok meg a budapesti és
vidéki iskolak bels6é "promacids’ képességében s erre nézve az iskolarendszer minden szintjén
Osszefliggd és egyontetii jelzések felett rendelkezink. Ezek szerint a févarosi intézmények
didksaga a vidékinél lényegesen nagyobb aranyban jutott el a diplomaig vagy az érintett
tanulmanyi ciklus végéig. Az ilyen jellegii mérések mogott persze nemcsak a févarosi iskolak
kdzonsegének alacsonyabb lemorzsolodasi rataja all, hanem alkalom adtan egyes budapesti
iskolék felé valo “iskolai bevandorlas’ vagy egyenesen ’felvandorlas’ is a tanulméanyi ciklusok
magasabb gradicsain.

Az effajta vandorlasi tobblet az elemi iskolaztatdsban csak
gyengen éreztethette hatasat, hiszen a gyermekkoru iskolakotelezettek kevéssé voltak annak
kitéve, hogy az elemi iskolai tanulmanyok esetlegesen igényesebb intézményben vald
abszolvalasa végett szuleik 6ket vidékrol egy févarosi iskolaba telepitsek at. Kilvarosokbdl
viszont mar nem lehetett ritka a ’bejaras’, foképp nem az elérehaladottabb tankdtelezettségi
korban (polgariba, tanonciskolaba, stb.). Erre egyenes bizonyitéknak tiinik az a tény, hogy
példaul 1930/31-ben a tdérvényhatdsagu jogu varosokban mindenutt tébben (105,6 % erejéig)
jartak iskolaba, mint ahany helyi tankdtelest Osszeszamoltak, mig a megyékben az
iskolakoteleseknek csak 88,5 %-at lehetett az iskolakban ténylegesen fellelni.®® Az alsébb
elemi iskolasoknal szintén magasabb a varosokban a beiskolazasi rata (95,8 %) mint a
varmegyékben (92 %), és néha (Gyérott, Sopronban, Pécsett) tobb a beiratkozott tanulé mint
a tankoteles,”* ez azonban ritkan fordul el3. Persze ebben az 6sszefiiggésben nem lehet
elhanyagolni a nyers (nem kifejezetten az iskolazast célzo) vandorlasi tobbletet, mely egyes
tulurbanizalt etnikai csoportokban — Magyarorszagon a zsidosagban — statisztikailag is
kimutathatok. Az a tény, hogy Budapesten példaul 1907/8-ban valamivel tébb zsid6 elemista

%% U.0.1926, 436 oldal adatai szerint.

% U.0. 1943, 228 oldal adatai alapjan.

> U.0. 309. oldal.

% U.0. 321. oldal.

> U.0. 326. oldal.

%% U.0. 335. oldal.

% . Asztalos Sandor, A magyar kozépiskolak statisztikaja az 1932/33 tanévig, Magyar statisztikai kézlemények
91, (Budapest, 1934), 53-57 oldal.
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volt a 4. osztalyban (3112), mint az 1.-ben (3080), csakis bevandorlasi tdbblettel
magyarazhat6.%® Ez a jelenség mégis inkabb kivételes, a szabaly az elemista osztalyok kozotti
tobbé-kevésbé massziv lemorzsolddas maradt. Egyes - igaz torténelmileg behatérolt jelzések
szerint - éppen az elemi elvégzésének eselyeire nézve talalhatok a legdrasztikusabb
eltéréseket Budapest és vidék kozott. Ha osszevetjik példaul az 1904/5-6s év 1.
osztalyosainak szamat a négy évvel késobbi negyedik osztalyos elemistakéval, akkor a fiaknal
az utébbiakra nézve 87,5 %-ot, a lanyoknal 83,9 %-ot talalunk a févarosban. Ezzel szemben
vidéken a megfelelé aranyok a varmegyekben minddssze 52,9 %-ot tettek ki a fiuknal és 51,4
%-ot a lanyoknal, a vidéki véarosokban pedig 68,4 %-ot és 66,8 %-ot.>® Az igy mért
“lemorzsolodasi rata’ fényesen bizonyitja az iskolahasznalat markans terileti sajatossagait.
Mig a févarosban az utols6 szazadel6n indul6 elemistak talnyomo része lathatoan be is fejezte
tanulmanyait (kilénésen, ha az osztalylétszamok kozotti eltérésbe gondolatban az e korban
még nem jelentéktelen gyermekkori halanddsagot is szdmba vesszik), s feltehetleg pl.
megtanult irni és olvasni, addig vidéken az elemistak kozel tobbségi részlegére ez nem
mondhato el.

Ha az elemi szintjén a lemorzsolodéasi egyenlétlenségek ilyen
dontéen megkulonboztetik a fovarosi és vidéki tanulok esély-elvarésait, ugyanez szintén
kimutathato — ha sokkal halvanyabban is - a kdzépiskolazasban egyes, itt is torténelmileg
behatéarolt (tehat talan nem altalanosithato) jelzések alapjan. 1932/3-ban példaul Budapesten a
gimnaziumi és redlgimnaziumi érettségizok szdmaranya az 0sszes tanuld 10,8 %-a volt, mig
vidéken csak 9,2 %. Az ekkoriban mar kihaldban 1évé realiskolai haldzatban a megfelel6
eltérés sokkal kisebbnek, de ugyanolyan értelmtiknek bizonyult (9,8 % szemben a vidéki 9,6
%-kal).®* Ez a becslés ugyan nem olyan pontos, mint az elemikre vonatkoz6, mivel itt az
‘indul6’ osztalyok ’érkezési’ esélyeit igencsak kozvetve tudtuk megallapitani. Igy is
valdsziniisithets, hogy a vilaghaborik kozotti években a budapesti kozépiskolasok vidéki
tarsaiknal gyakrabban jutottak el az egyetemi polgarsag elészobéjat jelenté érettsegiig.

Amikor eljutottak azonban, el6nyeik tovabbi tanulmanyaik
soran is érvényt nyertek, amennyiben a févarosi fakultasok hallgatoi gyorsabban, illetve a
vidékiekénél 1ényegesen nagyobb aranyban diploméaztak, illetve jutottak el hallgatdi palyajuk
végére (a negyedik, illetve — medikusoknal — az 6todik évfolyamba). Mindenekel6tt a févarosi
tudomanyegyetem hallgatdinak valamivel nagyobb tobbsége kezdte el tanulmanyait rogtén az
érettségi évében (1935/6 és 1941/2 kozott 62 %-uk) mint vidéki tarsaik (57 %).° Mihelyt
beiratkoztak, bar az évfolyamokban valo elére haladas soran szamuk a lemorzsolodasok, év-
és vizsgahalasztasok kovetkeztében allanddan és jelentésen csokkent, a budapestiek mégis
tobben (az 1929/30 és 1937/38 kdzott tudomanyegyetemre iratkozottak koézil 51,8 %) jutottak
négy év utan a normalis tanulmanyi palyanak megfelel6 negyedik évfolyamba, mint vidéki
tarsaik (45,3 %).%°

De a jelzések szerint tanulméanyi valasztasaik is elég
markansan elkilonitették a févarosi és vidéki érettségizetteket, ami azt mutatja, hogy a
févaroshol szarmazo értelmiseg érvényesilési stratégiai jelentésen eltértek a tobbiekéitol. Itt
nem targyalhatjuk a magyar statisztikai apparatus altal latszolag pontosan gyijtétt (s a
nemzetkdzi szakirodalomban parjat ritkitd) palyavalasztasi adatok sajatos és sokréti

%2 Budapest Székesfévaros statisztikai kozleményei, 48, 60* oldal.

% Magyar statisztikai kdzlemények , 31, 190, 194, 206 és 210. oldalainak adatai alapjan.

& Asztalos Sandor, id. mii. 53-56. oldalain talalhat6 adatok alapjan szamitott értékek.

zz A Magyar statisztikai évkonyvek megfelels éveibdl gyiijtétt adatok szerinti szamitas.
u.o.



értelmezési nehézségeit, nevezetesen a bevallott palyatervek és a megvalositott tovabbtanulasi
stratégiak kozotti eltéréseket.®” Tekintsiik tehat adatainkat eldzetes elképzeléseknek vagy akar
csak szakmai vagyaknak s csupan hozzavetoleges illusztracié gyanant hozzunk fel a szazadel6
éveire nézve néhany idevagoé informaciot. A 2. tablazat f6 tanulsagait ugy lehet 6sszefoglalni,

2. tablazat. Az érettségizék palyatervei az érettségi helye szerint (1901-1906) *

Budapesten vidéken

Hittudomany 2,0 15,6
Jog 27,9 24,0
Orvosi 7,8 8,2
Bolcsész 10,8 9,9
muegyetem 17,5 9,0
mezdégazdasagi 5,3 59
erdé vagy banyamérnoki 1,4 2,9
ipari, kereskedelmi 43 3,1
katonai 2,8 6,9
miivészeti 3,9 0,9
egyéb tanulmanyok 16,3 13,6
0sszesen 100,0 100,0
nyers szam 4503 20 385

hogy a budapesti érettségizék palyatervei globalisan sokkal modernebbek voltak, amennyiben
elhanyagoltak a leghagyomanyosabb kozéposztalyi palyakat (papsag, katonasag, erdo- és
banyamérndkség) s ezek helyett a miegyetem, a szabad miivészeti szakmak és a tdbbi
szakképzési terllet kerultek el6térbe. Igaz, a harom legfontosabb értelmiségi valasztas, a
jogaszsag, az orvosi palya és a bolcsészet (tanarsag) mindkét érettségizé csoportnal kozel
egyforma sullyal szerepel. Az eltérések inkabb csak a tobbinél érvényesilnek, de ott eléggée
latvanyosan.

A tanulmanyi valasztasok eltéresei minden bizonnyal egyik
(bar talan nem a legdontobb) tényezojét képviselik a févarosi és vidéki egyetemistak
elokepzettségében megfigyelheté igen jelentés szinvonalbeli kiildnbozetnek. Mig a budapesti
tudomanyegyetemre ritkan kerllt be (1931/2 és 1937/8 kozott minddssze 27-32 %-ban,
valtozoan az évek szerint) elégségesen érett hallgato, addig vidéken ez az arany a felvettek
felét is elérte (Debrecenben 46% és 53 % kozo6tt ingadozva a jelzett években), illetve rendre
tobbségi volt (Pécsett 48 % és 63 % kozotti, Szegeden egyenesen 54 % és 62 % kozotti
ingadozassal).®® Pontosabb mérésekkel 1928/9 és 1941/2 kozott kiszamithatjuk a kiilonbdzd
egyetemekre felvett els6évesek erettségi atlagjegyeit. Ezek szerint a budapesti
tudomanyegyetem atlagosan 1,99-es eredménnyel vette fel hallgatoit, szemben a Debrecen-i
egyetemre bekeriildk 2,32-es, a Pécs-i 2,46-0s és a Szeged-i 2,43-as atlagaval.”® Ezek mar
nagysagrendi kilonbségek, melyek értelmezéséhez szamba kell venni az egyetemek

%7 Erre nézve |. Szandtner Pal, Erettségizdink szamanak és palyavalasztasanak fontosabb kultdr- és
szocialpolitikai tanulsagai, Budapest, Szent Istvan Akadémia, 1933.

%8 A Magyar statisztikai évkonyvek megfelels éveibsl gyiijtétt adatok szerinti szamitas.

% |, Ladanyi Andor, A gazdasagi valsagtél a habordig, a magyar felséoktatas az 1930-as években, Budapest,
Argumentum, 2002, 45 oldal.

© A Magyar statisztikai évkényvek idevagé adataibol szamitott atlagok. A jeles érettségizék a korabeli szokas
szerint 1, a jol érettek 2, az elégséges érettek 3 pontot kaptak a szamitas skalajan. gy az atlagjegy annal jobb,
minél alacsonyabb, azaz kozelebb van az 1-hez. 1939/40-re és 1940/41-re nem talaltam adatot.



szimbolikus hierarchiaban elfoglalt helyérték, az Gjabb vagy régebbi intézményes lét, a kisebb
és nagyobb alma mater s a torténelmileg felhalmozott intellektualis téke hatasmechanizmusait
(nevezetesen vonzerejét) az egyetemi kinalat oldalan, de az orszagban megmutatkozd
tanulmanyi  kereslet lokalizalasat is (példaul a vidéki érettségizettek érettségi
teljesitményeinek a févarosiaktol vald eltéréseit), valamint az egyes intézményeknek
esetenkent valtozo felvételi politikajat, melynek szambeli kereteit a numerus clausus altalanos
keretszamai e korban sajatos erdvel hataroztak meg. Mindenesetre egyértelmii, hogy a
févarosi tudomanyegyetem sokkal erésebb "mindségi szelekcioval’ valogatta ki didkjait mint
a vidéki testvérintézmények. Ezek az adatok is hozzajarulnak a fentebbi jelzések
tanulsadgainak megerositéséhez, mely szerint a févarosi diaksdg képviselte az eminens
érettségizettek tllnyomd részét. Ez utdbbi megéllapitds sz6 szerint értendé s konnyen
demonstralhatd. A fenti szamitdsok szerint az 1928/29 és 1941/42 Kkozott a
tudomanyegyetemekre felvett jeles vagy Kittiné rendii didkok nem kevesebb, mint 69 %-a a
févarosban kezdte tanulmanyait, mig az elégséges rendiieknek minddssze 38 %-a. Es ekkor
még nem széltunk a tdbbi fovarosi intézmény rekrutacids politikajardl, mely valdsaggal
lefolozte az eminens didksag tanulmanyi keresletét. A pesti Miegyetem peldaul a Pazmany
tudomanyegyetemmel egy szinten, 1,98-as érettségi jegyatlaggal vette fol 1928/29 és 1942/43
kézott hallgatoit.™

Az ilyetén objektivalt ’minéségi talsaly’ fényében nem
meglepd, hogy a févarosi didksag egyeb jellemzoi is azt mutatjak, hogy ez az értelmiségi elit
jegyeit kiemelten hordozta. Magyarorszdgon ennek egyik legfontosabb kritériuma a régi
rendszerben (s részben azutdn is) az G.n. kulturnyelvek ismerete volt. Marpedig a
nyelvismereti skalan ugyandgy szembeallithatdk a pesti és a vidéki egyetemek, mint az
érettségi  kitlinoség  szamarlétrajan.  1930/31 és 1941/42 kozott'? a  budapesti
tudomanyegyetem minden hallgatéjara atlagosan 1,98, a Miegyetem didkjaira 1,88 ismert
nyelv esett (az anyanyelvet is beszémitva’®). A nyelvtudasra vonatkozé azonos médon
szdmolt jelzés a vidéki egyetemeken dsszesitve csak 1,58 volt : Debrecenben 1,46, Pécsett
1,60 és Szegeden 1,66). A budapesti didksagnak csak kisebbsége — a tudomanyegyetemen
42,6 %-a, a Miiegyetemen 46,9 %-a — nem beszélt idegen nyelvet, mig vidéken éppen forditva
a tobbség egynyelvii volt : Debrecenben 68,7 %, Pécsett 58,7 %, Szegeden 57,6 % erejéig.”*

Végul magukra az egyetemek személyzetére nézve idézzink
egyetlen mutatot, amely ismét az el6bbi jelzések értelemben engedi szembeallitani a févarosi
és a videki felsooktatds szerkezetét, illetve ennek az oktatasi kinalat gazdagsagat is
meghatarozo jellemzéit. A magantanarok szamarol és a tanari karban elfoglalt helyukrél van
sz0. Tekintve, hogy a tudomanyszakoknak az egyetemi karokban leképzett mindenkori
kanonizalt beosztas szerint meghatarozott alaptargyait minden egyetemen és minden karon a
megfelelé tanszékek keretében tanitottak s ezek élén egy kinevezett "rendes’ (kivételesen egy
‘rendkivili’) tanar allt, ez eleve megszabta a ’rendes’ tanarok s ezek asszisztenciaja
(tanérsegédek, adjunktusok) minimalis szdmaét. E tekintetben nem lehetett nagyobb eltérés a
kisebb (vidéki) és nagyobb (févarosi) intézmények kozott. Ténylegesen példaul 1910-ben a
fovarosi tudomanyegyetemnél kevesebb mint harmadannyi didkot (2307-et 7479-el szemben)
képz6 kolozsvari alma materben fele annyi ’rendes’ tanar volt (50 szemben 101-gyel) s igy
egy didkra sokkal kevesebb didk is jutott (46 szemben 74-gyel). Viszont Kolozsvaron az
eléadast hirdet6 magantanarok szdma a pestieknek csak téredékét képezte (40 szemben 153-

™ Ugyanaz a forras. Az 1940/41-es évre nincs adat.

721938/39-re és 1939/40-re nincs adat.

™ Minden érintett annyi pontot kapott az 4tlagszamitashoz, amennyi nyelv ismeretét bejelentette, tehat a csak
anyanyelvet beszélék 1-et, az egy idegen nyelvet is tuddk 2-t, stb. A 4 vagy tobb idegen nyelvet deklaraloknak
5,5 pontot adtunk.

™ A Magyar statisztikai évkényvek megfelels éves adataib6l szamolt jelzések.



mal).”” Ezek az aranyok jellegiikben nem véltoztak a vidéki tudomanyegyetem-halézat
kiépulésével. 1941/42-ben, amikor az orszagban a Kolozsvar-i magyar univerzitas
Ujraalapitasaval immar 6t tudomanyegyetem miikodott, a vidéki ’rendes’ egyetemi tanarok
szama (180) alig volt kevesebb, mint a két budapesti egyetemen (99 a Pazmanyon és 92 a
Mtegyetemen). A magantanarok szdma viszont a févarosban (222 a Pdzményon és 116 a
Miuegyetemen) egyuttvéve a vidékieknek tébb mint hdromszorosat tette ki (338 szemben a
vidéki 105-tel).”® Marpedig a régi egyetemeken a szakosodas, (j szakkollégiumok és
tudoméanyagak bevezetése s Aaltalaban a kanonizalt tananyagok felfrissitése, megujitasa
gyakran a magantanari el6adasokban valdsult meg. A magantandrsag nemcsak az allamilag
dotalt ’rendes’ és ’rendkivili’ eléadok intézmenyes szelekcios bazisat kepezte, de a
magantanarok szama és tevékenysége a fakultasok tudomanyos t6kéjének s ebbdl szarmazé
intellektualis tekintélyének is egyik f6 forrasaul szolgalt. Az igy leirt kontraszt jol erzékelteti
a fovarosi és vidéki intézmények kozotti szellemi munkamegosztas két polusét : a pesti
egyetemek tendencialisan az orszagos foiskolai piacnak mintegy ’tudomanyos pdlusat’
alkottak, mig vidéki megfelel6ik inkabb csak egyfajta, az alapképzésre beallitott ’kiszolgald
polust’

Ezek utén, az iskolai kereslet és kinalat ’mindségét’ illetve
’szerkezetét’ érint6 terlleti egyenlétlenségek bemutatdsa utan, meg kell kisérelni az iskolai
piac miikddési mechanizmusai mogott azonositani azokat a tarsadalmi eré és érdek-
viszonyokat — elsésorban az iskolai kereslet csoportsajatos jellemzoit, amelyek a févaros
mennyiségi €és mindségi tulsulyat az orszagos iskolai piacon értelmezni engedik.

Tarsadalomszerkezet és iskolai funkciok

Tételszertien azt lehet elére bocsatani, hogy a févaros
prominens helyzete az iskolaztatas kulonb6z6 szintti piacain messzemenéen a budapesti
tarsadalom altal indukalt iskolai kereslet fuiggvénye volt. Itt elsésorban a févarosban mindig is
— legaldbbis a rendiseg bukasat kdveté modernizacio kezdete Ota — koncentralt mivelt
kdzéposztalyi rétegek iskolai Onreprodukciojardl van szd. Persze a févarosi iskoléakat,
akarcsak a toébbi varosi iskolat — kilénosen, ahogy ez mar fentebb emlitést nyert, az
egyetemeket, szakfoiskolakat és Kisebb részt a kdzépiskolakat — nem csak helyi k6zdnség
hasznalta. Mégis, s ez még a trianoni orszagban is kimutathatd, a févarosi egyetemek
mutattak fel (mar a févarosi lak6ssag népességi sulyanal fogva is) a vidékiekkel szemben a
legnagyobb mértéki helyi rekrutacidt. 1941/42-ben peldaul, a vidéki féiskolai haldzat eleddig
egyedilalld felduzzasztasa idején, a budapesti tudomanyegyetem hallgatoi szlleinek 42 %-a
és a miegyeteméinek 32 %-a helyi lakos volt, szemben a videki egyetemi diaksag helyi
illetdségii 23 %-aval.”” Az is feltételezhetd a fentebb bemutatott adatokbdl a févérosi iskolak
magasabb eredményességi rataibdl illetve a didksag viszonylagos intellektualis
thlszelektalasabol, hogy a "felvandorld’ didkkereslet maga is tulszelektalt lehetett (pl. ami a
legjobb érettségizéket illeti). Erthets, hogy az ilyenfajta rekrutacios kitiindség az orszag
legmodernebb kdzéposztalyi rétegeibol sokféle (itt minden részletében nem is elemezhetd)
széllal kapcsolodott a févarosi iskolai piac szerkezeti sajatossagaihoz. A tovabbiakban tehat a
budapesti iskoldk sajatos tarsadalmi bazisat kisérlem meg néhany objektiv indikator
segitségével koralirni.

El6zetesen is hangsulyozni kell azonban, hogy a foévéarosi
tarsadalom lentebb targyalandd csoportsajatos jellemzéi tavolrdl sem a helyi iskolai halézattol
fliggetlen valtozék. Az értelmiség magas aranyai, az idegen nyelvtudas elterjedtsége, az

> Magyar statisztikai évkonyv, 1910, 385. oldal.
®U.0. 1942, 227. oldal.
" A szamitas forrasat |. Magyar statisztikai évkényv, 1942, 23. oldal.



altalaban magas iskolazottsagi rata, a neoldg zsiddsag fajlagos stlya a helyi tarsadalomban, a
nék koncentracioja a helyi magas iskolazas intézmeényeiben mind egymast tamogato,
kdlcsonosen erésitoé, mintegy korkords determinacion alapulé 6sszefliggések, de egyben a
helyi iskolai haldzat Kkinalati sajatossagaival — pl. oktatasbeli igényességével,
szekularizaltsagaval, *'modernségével’ is dsszefliggtek.

A fovarosi népesseg foglalkozasi szerkezete mindenekelétt
annyiban bdvitette a hosszl iskolazas keresletét, hogy majdnem teljesen hianyzott beléle a
szakmai és iskolai mobilitasi stratégiaktol legidegenebb s ugyanakkor a régi rendszer végeéig
tobbségi réteg, a parasztsag. Ennek a negativ meghatdrozottsdgnak a hianya a gyors
urbanizacio 19. szazadi kezdeteitél fogva Osszekapcsolodott a kdzéposztalyi, illetve
kifejezetten értelmiségi csoportok viszonylag magas kepviseltettségével, ami nyilvanvaloan a
févaros adminisztrativ és gazdasagi funkcioinak allando névekedését tiikrozte. Mar 1890-ben
a budapesti aktiv népesség 2,8 %-at képviselik a széles értelemben vett ’értelmiségiek’
(beleértve a kdzalkalmazottakat és a szabadfoglalkozasuakat), szemben az orszagos 0,8 %-0s
ardnnyal. De a tudomanyok, a mtvészetek, az irodalom és mas alkotd vagy szervezd
értelmiségi foglalkozasok mivel6i (mint a kdzérdeki intézmények és emberbarati tarsasagok
alkalmazottjai) kozott a budapestiek az 6sszes kerek egy harmadat tették ki.”® A miivelt
kozéposztalyi kategoriak tulkepviseltettsége a varos novekedésével, rohamos iparosodasaval
és az allami adminisztracio térnyerésével egyre emelkedett. A trianoni orszag févarosaban
mar az orszag kozszolgalatanak és a szabadfoglalkozasoknak 28,5 %-a tevékenykedett, az
ugyvédek fele, a neveldk, korrepetitorok 57 %-a, a maganmérndkok 67 %-a, az orvosok 45
%-a, az allami tisztviselok 49 %-a."

Nem meglepd, hogy az igazolt miveltségik révén maguknak
kozéposztalyi statuszt biztositdé rétegek viszonylag tomeges jelenléte a févarosi népesség
iskolazottsagi szintjét messze a vidéki népesség folé emelte. Akar févarosi honosak és itt
iskolazottak, akar tevékenységik végzese vegett bevandoroltak voltak, 1910-ben a budapesti
férfi lakdssag 24 évet meghaladd minden korcsoportjanak atlagosan egy hatoda a nyolc
osztalyd kozépiskolanak megfelelé vagy e feletti iskolazottsaggal rendelkezett: a 25-34
évesek kozott 18,6 %, de a 60 év felettiek kozott is 18 % volt az érettségi szintii miveltséggel
birék aranya.®® Ha a legalabb négy kozépiskolai osztalynak megfeleld képzettségiieket
vesszik szamba, ami a korban méar a 'nadragos ember’ minimalis kritériuma volt, kdzel egy-
harmados (az évcsoportok szerint 28-31 %) aranyt kapunk. lgaz egyes videki varosokban is
talalunk e korban hasonld szintii miveltségi ratakat, de a varosokon kivil sehol. 1930-ban
Budapesten élt az 6sszes érettségizett vagy féiskolat végzett népesség 44-45 %-a.®* igy, ha a
budapesti muvelt rétegek szamaranyban nem is tiintek ki az orszag toébbi urbanizalt
népessegébol, osszességilkben egy olyan paratlanul nagy, helyileg koncentralt kritikus
tdmeget kepviseltek, hogy onreprodukcids igényeik kdzvetlenll hathattak az ket kiszolgald
iskolai kinalatra.

Ennek a miiveltségi tdbbletnek egyik, a féiskolasok esetében
mar targyalt, igen lényeges mindségi 0Osszetevbje volt az idegen nyelvek ismerete.
Magyarorszagon a német volt a feudalizmus utani modernizacios korszak legfébb
kultdrnyelve. Ezt Budapesten még 1930-ban is, a varos teljes elmagyarosodasa utan is, tobb,
mint kétszer olyan gyakran (a népesség 38 %-a erejéig) beszéltéek mint vidéken (ahol csak 15
%). Mig vidéken a tobbi nyugati nyelv ismerete egeszen ritkan fordult el6 (a népesség 1
szézaléka alatti aranyban), a budapestiek 5,9 %-a franciaul is, 3,5 %-a angolul is és 1,3 %-a

® Magyar statisztikai évkényv, 1894, 285-286. oldal.

® . Elekes Dezs6, id. mii., 21-22. oldal.

8 Nagy Péter Tibor kiadatlan kutatsi eredményei szerint az 1910-es népszamlalas levéltari anyagan.
8 Elekes Dezsé, id. mii., 19 oldal.



olaszul is tudott.®* Ezek az aranykilonbségek jol emlékeztetnek s fdiskolasok nyelvi
kompetenciajara vonatkozo fejtegetéseinkre. Nyilvanvald, hogy a konkrét nyelvtudas és az
idegen nyelvek ismeretére vonatkoz6 igény a kozéposztalyi csaladok egyik Iényeges
kulturalis 6roksegét képezte, amely nemzedékeken at (egészen a kommunista 'népi kaderek’
megjelenéséig, de minden bizonnyal még annal is tovabb) messzemenden elkuldnitette a
mindenkori ’régi’ és az ’0j’ értelmiséget, nem beszélve arrdl, hogy a 19. szédzadi ’0j’
értelmiségen belll is szdmottevé cezurdt vont az allogén héttertiek (zsidok, németek, stb.) —
akik sokkal erésebben igényelték és birtokoltak is az idegen nyelvi kulturat - és a tobbiek
kozott.

De a fovaros iskolai kdzonségenek jellemzoi kozott sajatos
szerepet jatszott a nék korai megjelenése és viszonylag gyors "térhoditasa’, ami vidéken a régi
rendszer végéig csak igen mérsékelten figyelheté meg. Az iskolai kozdnségek elndiesedése az
intézményhierarchia alsé gradicsain természetesen sokkal gyorsabban zajlott le, mint a
felsébb oktatasban, de mindeniitt latvanyos e téren a févaros korai eléretérése és a vidék kései
és sokkal lassabb Utemt felzarkozésa. Ennek persze egyik objektiv osszetevojét a nok
gazdasagi aktivizalédasanak regiondlis eltéréseiben lehet megragadni. Igaz, hogy a
mezégazdasagban a haztaji ’besegité’ noéi aktivitdst az adatok nagyon pontatlanul
regisztraltdk, amennyiben a paraszti gazdasagokban tevékenyked csaladtagokat a statisztikak
nem tekintették ’keresdknek’. De a hivatalosan elismert ’keres6k’ kozott 1930-ra mar
nyilvanvald, hogy ezeknek sokkal nagyobb szazaléka (20,8 %) élt Budapesten, mint ahogy
erre a févarosi lakdssag orszagos aranyabol (11,6 %) kovetkeztetni lehetett volna.®* Ha a
févarosi néi “keresoknek’ jelentés hanyada vidéki hazicseléd is volt, hiszen az 6sszes
magyarorszagi hazicseléd harmad része (33 %) Budapesten talélt alkalmazast® s a t6bbiek
nagy része egyebdtt a varosokban, a févaros a tébbi, modernebb néi alkalmazasi terlleteken is
élen jart. A ’polgéri és egyhazi kdzszolgalathoz és az U. n. szabadfoglalkozasokhoz’ tartozé
keresé nék 20 %-a mar az 1900-as népszamlalas szerint is budapesti volt.®® A trianoni
orszagban (1920) a févaros ugyanennek a ndi ’értelmiségi’ kategéridnak mar 44 %-at
koncentralta (minden bizonnyal a kozéposztalybeli menekiilt ndkkel egyiit)®®, és — az
sszeomlast kovets konszolidacio utan - 1930-ban is 40 %-at®” - amikor az sszes keresének
mind6ssze14,3 %-a élt Budapesten.®®

Az értelmiségi vagy ’félértelmiségi’ (iskolazott hivatalnok)
alkalmazéasban 1évé aktiv nék budapesti tulreprezentaciojat jol tikrozik a nok iskolazottsagara
és muveltségéere vonatkozd informéaciok. Mar 1910-ben a 25-40 év kozotti fovarosi nok egy
6tode legalabb négy kozépiskolai osztalynak megfeleld miiveltséggel rendelkezett.®® Ez a
korabeli vidéki varosok atlagdban még Nyugat-Magyarorszagon is sokkal alacsonyabb volt,
példaul mind a Dunénttlon,*® mind Nyugat-Szlovakiaban®! 14 %, a két Erdélyi nagyvarosban,
Kolozsvarott és Marosvésarhelyen 17 %.% 1930-.ban mar a féiskolat végzett nék abszol(t
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tobbsége (53,4 %) és a 8 kozépiskolai osztalyt végzetteknek is 44,3 %-a budapesti volt,*?
szemben a teljes néi népesség minddssze 9,6 %-aval.** Ezeknek a jelzéseknek fényében nem
meglepdé, hogy a noék tarsadalmi, muveltségbeli, csaladi, gazdasagi, szexualis és egyéb
szerepvallalasdnak ’modern’ modelljei, melyek k6zé a magasabb iskolazas is tartozott (hol
elofeltételul, hol kovetkezményképpen), elsésorban, mindenesetre legkorédbban a févarosban
alakultak ki. gy értelmezheté a néi iskolazottsag korai févarosi térhoditasa is, melyre
vonatkozéan kdnnyen talalni egyértelmiien demonstrativ adatokat.

Elemi szinten a fiuk és a lanyok kozotti iskolazottsagi
egyenlétlenségeket ugyan nyomokban még az 1930-as években is kimutathatok, de ezek mar
a 19. szazad vege Ota egyre jelentéktelenebbek, kulondsen a varosok és a vidék kozott
tovabbé is markansabb egyenlétlenségek mellett. Az elemi iskolazés alsé szintjén (elsé négy
osztaly) 1930-ra a tankoételes fiuk (92,6 %) és a lanyok (92,3 %) kozotti beiskolazasi
esélyegyenldség orszagosan is (92,6 % szemben 92,3 %-kal), Budapesten is (95.,6 % szemben
95 %-kal) gyakorlatilag megvalésult.”® A népiskolaztatas magasabb szintjein, a "tovabbképzs
iskolai tankoteleseknél” azonban még nem volt ilyen kiegyensulyozott a helyzet sem
orszagosan (hiszen 93,3 % fiu, de csak 89,5 % lany jart ténylegesen iskolaba), s kilondsen
nem Budapesten (ahol a fiu tankotelezetteknél tobben, 110,3 % erejéig jartak a helyi
tovabbképz3 osztalyokba, mig a tankotelezett lanyok kozott csak 93,8 %).* Ezen a szinten
tehat a fovarosi lanyok statisztikailag mért jobb esélyei a vidékiekkel szemben mar figyelemre
méltoak, de messze elmaradnak a fiukeitol, akikre vonatkozodan a jelzések — minden bizonnyal
a filk sajatos ’bejarasi tobblete’ folytan — torzitva tlikrézik a valdésagot. Serdilé lanyokat
nehezebben kildtek be szuleik kiilvarosokbol vagy vidékrol egy fovarosi iskolaba jobb képzés
reményében, mint az azonos koru fidkat.

Més volt a helyzet a polgarikban, ahol mindig lanytobblet
uralkodott orszagosan is, a févarosban is (a néi polgaristdk ardnyai hossza tavon itt is, ott is
55-62 % kozott mozogvan®) és amelyek tanuldi kozott a fovarosi polgaristak, kiléndsen a
lanyok mar a 19. szazad vége 6ta tetemesen tul voltak képviselve a helyi népességszamhoz
viszonyitva. A nékepzés felfutdsdnak Magyarorszagon a polgari iskolak halézata biztositotta
legfontosabb els6 intézményes keretét, elsésorban a varosokban, de egészen a Kkis
mezévarosokig bezardlag. 1910-ben méar nem kevesebb, mint 296 lany polgari mukodott,
ebbsl 30 Budapesten.”® Nem megleps, hogy az elemi feletti lanyképzésben a polgérik
dominans szerepet toltottek be. 1910/11-ben peldaul Budapesten még csak 692 lany jart
klasszikus kdzépiskoldba és 892 dvo- és tanitondképzoébe (amelyhez elsésorban a polgéri
iskolak elvégzése vezetett), de mér 10 992 polgériba.®® A févérosi polgarik kiemelkeds
szerepét a helyi lanyk6zonség iskolai mozgositasaban jol illusztraljak a budapesti lany
polgéristak szdmaranyai az orszag 6sszes polgarista lanya kézott. Ez az arany mar 1900/1901-
ben 25 %-ot ért el, majd 1910-ben megkdzelitette az egy harmadot (32,7 %), s a vilaghaboruk
kozott, a vidéki polgari iskolai halozat tovabbi fejlodése mellett, valamint a néi publikum
részleges de fokozatos atcsoportosuldsaval a klasszikus kdzépiskolakba (mely, latni fogjuk,
legerételjesebben szintén a févarosban zajlott le) megtartotta ezt a szintet (1930-ban 31,1 %-

% A Magyar statisztikai kozlemények 114, 228 oldal adataibél szamitott arany.
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kal).’® A budapesti lany polgaristak tehat nem csak — mint a vidékiek — a fitikkal szemben,
hanem a videkiekkel szemben is kuldnlegesen magas tulreprezentaciot mutattak fel végig a
vizsgalt koron.

A kozépiskolakban voltaképp hasonlo, bar még ennel
erételjesebb févarosi tulsulyt eredményezé fejlodést lehet megragadni — igaz, tobb évtizedes
elcstszassal a polgar iskolazashoz képest. Ha az orszag elsé lany kozépiskolajat E6tvos Jozsef
tamogatasaval az Orszagos Nonevel6 Egyesiilet mar 1869-ben megalapitotta Budapesten, a
lanyok kozepiskolaztatasa csak a szazadfordulon nyert igazi lendiletet, amikor az érettségizett
nok (1895-ben) jogot kaptak bizonyos felsébb tanulmanyok folytatasara. Az elsé lanyiskolai
érettségit 1900-ban tartottdk éppen az elébb emlitett s 1904 utan Veres Palné Lanyiskolanak
(késdbb gimnaziumnak) nevezett intézményben.'® Ekkor indult meg az érettségit nydijto lany
kozépiskoldk alapitasa, elsésorban Budapesten, ahol a nék magasabb iskolaztatasara
vonatkozé modern polgari kereslet legmarkansabban jelentkezett. Ennek folytdn a sorra
alakuld felsébb lanyiskolak és a kdzépiskolazas egész néi kdzonsége kozott sokaig igencsak
szdmottevé budapesti tdlreprezentaciot lehet azonositani. 1918-ig nyolc késébbi
lanygimnazium alakult a févarosban'® s a régi Magyarorszag Osszes 1917/18-ban mar
miikddd 32 lanykozépiskolajabol 7 Budapesten székelt.'® Ennek megfeleléen 1910-ben mér
az 6sszes lany kozépiskolas negyede (24,2 %-a) foévarosi volt'®™ Ez az arény a
megkisebbedett Trianoni orszagban 1930-ra éppen a felére nétt (49,8 %), ugyanakkor, amikor
a fovarosi filik az 6sszes kozépiskolasnak csak kereken 30 %-at tették ki. ‘% Az érettségihez
vezetd noképzés tehat sokkal nagyobb meértékben koncentraldédott Budapestre, mint az
elitiskolazas egesze.

Ezek utdn nem megleps, hogy még ennél erésebb budapesti
koncentraciot érhetlink tetten a felséoktatasban a 20. szazad elsé évtizedeiben, amikor az
érettségizett n6k — ugyan nem ellenallas, sét (1920 utén) diszkriminativ intézkedések ellenére
— néhany mas foiskola mellett az egyetemek bodlcsész és orvosi karaira teljes jogu egyetemi
hallgatokként nyerhettek felvételt. A néi felsé iskolazas felfutasat itt csak a Trianoni
orszagban elért (bar mar a kezdetektél fogva megnyilvanuld) budapesti talsuly szempontjabdl
vizsgaljuk néhany kemény adat segitségével. 1934/35-ben az Osszes magyarorszagi
egyetemista didklany 66 %-a a févarosban végezte tanulmanyait (mig a fiuknak csak 51 %-
a).'% A néhallgatok az orszag osszes féiskolain 13,5 %-ot képviselnek. Budapest fsiskolain
a nék ardnya magasabb : 16,6 %. A noék leginkabb a bolcsészeti, gyogyszerészeti és az
‘egyéb’ szakokat latogatjak; Budapesten pl. a bolcsészeti kar néhallgat6i épen csak hogy
kisebbségben vannak (47,5 %).”*"

A fovérosi iskolai piac keresleti oldaldn latvanyosan
megnyilvanulé noi térhdditas a régi rendszer utolso évtizedeiben egyre inkabb kifejezest nyert
a kinalati oldalon is, elsésorban az iskolarendszer alsébb szintjein. 1935-re példaul
Budapesten a tanit6i kar mér (75, 5 %-ban) messzemenden elnsiesedett’® - a févarosi
tanitoképzoék kozonségének korai s a fenti aranynal 1919 utan mar sokkal sulyosabb s egyre

100 A Magyar statisztikai évkonyvek idevagé adatai és Kalmar Ella mar idézett budapesti iskolai adatbazisa
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sulyosodd nétébblete fliggvényében is : az ott tanuléknak mar 1910-ben is 67 %-a lany volt.
Ez az arany 1930-ra 81 %-0ss4, majd 1940-re 90 %-0ss4 valik.'®® De elnsiesedett Budapesten
1935-re, ha mérsékeltebben is (az oktatok 47 %-a erejéig), a polgari és kozépiskolai tanari
palya is.'*® Ugyanezt persze a felsébb oktatasra mar nem lehet elmondani, hiszen ezt a piaci
szektort majd a szocialista rendszer nyitja csak fel teljesen a nok el6tt. 1935-re ezen még
inkabb csak férfiaknak fenntartott allaslehet6segek voltak : az 6sszes foéiskolai adjunktus és
tanarsegéd kdzott minddssze 14 % volt n6 (44 a 317-bol), mig a 307 egyetemi és féiskolai
tanarb6l nem tébb mint 2 (1).**

A nok kilonlegesen gyors térnyerése a févarosi iskolai piacon
mindenesetre szorosan 0sszefligghetett a fovarosi iskolak koézonségének a felmendk
foglalkozésszerkezete és igazolt miveltsége szempontjabol *magasabb’ rekrutacidjaval és az
egész budapesti iskolai piacnak iskolai teljesitmenyekben is megnyilvanulé fentebb targyalt
’minéségi tulsulyaval’ az orszag tobbi régidjahoz képest.

A lanyok ugyanis az 6sszes idevago jelzés szerint sokkal jobb
iskolai mingsitéssel — gy is mondhatni, ennek aran — jutottak magasabb iskolédzashoz a régi
rendszerben. A nék igy kialakul6 intellektudlis tulszelekciojanak az elnsiesedett szakmakban
automatikus tobbletet kellett eredményezni az egész érintett tanulmanyi vagy tudoményagak
kozonsegének szellemi szinvonalara nézve. Ezt jol lehet demonstralni tobbek kozott az
érettségiz6 lanyoknak a fitiknal sokszor csak felényi bukottsagi s a jeles rendiiek dupla annyi
aranydban, korabbi egyetemre jutasaval eés diplomazasaval, gyakoribb egyetemi
kollokvéldsdval, az alacsonyabb lemorzsolodasi rataval vagy az egyetemi konyvtar
intenzivebb hasznélataval. ™2

A szellemi tulszelekcio természetesen nem vélaszthato el a
tarsadalmitol, hiszen meggy6zé jelzéseink vannak arra nézve, hogy az iskolai teljesitméenyek
mennyire kotédnek a didkok tarsadalmi hatteréhez, nevezetesen vallasahoz (amire még
visszatérek) és a szilok foglalkozéasahoz. igy 1925/6-ban az érettségizék altalanos atlagjegye
2,39 volt (az 1 = jeles, legjobb jegy, 4 = bukas, legrosszabb jegy altal behatarolt skalan), de a
pap, tanar és tanitd apak gyerekeinél 2,20, a mas onallé (szabadfoglalkozasu) ertelmiségi
szUl6 leszarmazottainal 2,29, és a nyugdijas tisztviselék sarjaindl 2,32, mig az alsébb
foglalkozési kategdriakbdl szarmazoknal ennél lényegesen alacsonyabb (pl. az ipari
munkéssaghoz tartozoknal 2,46 vagy a kisbirtokos apaktol szarmazoknal 2,43).** Ezeknek az
Osszefliggéseknek értelmében nem meglep6, hogy az atlagnal mindig Iényegesen jobban
teljesité didklanyok tarsadalmi kivalasztasa is a tobbinel sokkal ’polgéribbnak’, nemritkan
"arisztokratikusabbnak’ bizonyult. Ezt a trianoni orszag févarosaban egy sor kdzvetett vagy
kdzvetlen szocialis mutatd is bizonyitotta. A budapesti tudomanyegyetem didklanyai igy
1924/5-ben férfi kollégaiknal szamottevéen tobbszér voltak varosi vagy egyenesen févarosi
szlletéstiek és budapestien lakd szilék gyermekei, gyakrabban jartak szinhadzba, koncertre
vagy akar moziba, sokkal gyakrabban jatszottak valamilyen hangszeren, kétszer gyakrabban
tudtak franciaul és altalaban joval tobb idegen nyelvet ismertek,'** de kozel négyszer
gyakrabban fizettek teljes tandijat is, ugyanakkor amikor csak harmadannyian laktak
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albérletben vagy egyediil és sokkal ritkdbban voltak betegek.'®> Az idegen nyelvtudas
szempontjabol az egesz elitképzés noi és férfi diaksaga drasztikus kilonbségeket mutathatott
fel, bar erre nézve kevés pontos jelzéssel rendelkeziink. Tal&n a legszignifikansabb kozottik a
kozépiskolasokra vonatkozd eves adatok 1927/28 és 1932/3 kozdtt. E szerint a lany diakok a
fiuknal hdrom-négyszer gyakrabban beszéltek idegen nyelven : pl. 1930-ban németil 35,1 %
a filk 11,5 %-aval szemben, méas nyugati kulturnyelveket (franciat, angolt, olaszt) 12,7 % a
filk minddssze 2,6 %-aval szemben.**°

Ebben az d&sszefliggésben lehet vegil szot ejtenink a
budapesti iskolai piac tarsadalmi bazisanak felekezeti sajatossagairol, melyek kérkoros
meghatarozottsaggal fliggtek 0Ossze a no6i diaksdg budapesti tulsulyaval, a miuvelt
kdzéposztalyok helyi szerepével az iskolai piacon, s a févarosi iskolak 'mindségi’ elényeivel
is. Hogy a diaklanyok rekrutacios sajatsaganal maradjunk, még a szigoru antiszemita numerus
clausus alkalmazésa alatti 1924/25-0s iskolaévben is feltiin, hogy mig a budapesti
tudomanyegyetem férfi hallgatoi kézott csak 8 % zsido volt, a lany hallgatoknal ez az arany
13 % felett allt” A nék egyetemre bocsajtasanak térténelmi kezdeteinél, 1895 és 1905
kozott a lany medikusok nem kevesebb mint 53 %-a és a bolcsesz lanyok 48 %-a volt
zsid6."'® Szamos maés jelzést lehet felsorakoztatni a zsidd és a ndi felsébb iskolaztatas
vsszefiiggéseire,** de épplgy a viszonylagos zsidé “taliskolazas’ egyéb kovetkezményeire az
iskolai teljesitmények'®, az érettségi eredményessége,’?*, a korai diplomézas,'** az idegen
nyelvek ismerete,'*® a palyavalasztas 'modernsége’,'** az érettségi korai letétele, **° sth.
szempontjabol.

Mindezek jelen Osszefliggesben azzal jutnak jelentéségre,
hogy a févarosi iskolai piac a magyar zsiddésag messze legfontosabb iskolai befektetéseinek
terrénuma volt. Igaz konnyi gyarapitani a zsidé ’taliskolazas’ mennyisegi jelzéseit az
elitképzés minden szintjén, mely torténelmileg addig fejlédott, amig az oktatdsi piac
szabadpiacként muikodott, azaz amig ennek egyes intézménykategoriakban mesterséges
korlatozasokkal gatat nem vetettek : 1919 utan az egyetemi és féiskolai numerus clausus-szal,
1939-ben a kozépiskolak indulé osztalyaira is rendeletileg Kiterjesztett zart szamokkal.'?® Ha
a zsido ’tuliskolazast’ egyetlen felekezeti kilonbségeket szdmba vevo adatsorral Kiséreljik
meg jellemezni, elég arra utalni, hogy 1910-ben a budapesti 20 és 29 év kozatti ferfiak 55 %-a
legalabb négy kozépiskolat végzett, szemben a katolikusok 19 %-aval, a reformatusok 18 %-

115 Az adatokat I. idézett cikkemben, ,,N6k a modern felsébb iskolazés korai fazisaban”, id. mi., 63. oldal.

118 Asztalos Sandor, id. mii., 58. oldal.

17y.0. id. hely.

18 V. Karady, L. Nastasa, id. mii. 90. oldal. L. még Acta regiae scientiarum universitatis hungaricae
budapestiensis, 1905, 85. oldal.

119 példaul tanulméanyomat ,,A zsidd taliskolazés tarsadalmi kériilményei az 1945 elétti kozépiskolakban” in
Iskolarendszer és felekezeti egyenldtlenségek..., id. mii., 145-165. oldal, kiiléndsen 154. oldal.

120y.0., id. kényv 21., 118-120. valamint 137-138. oldal.

21 U.0., id. kényv, 22. és 96. oldal.

22.0., id. kényv, 23. oldal.

12 U.0., id. kényv, 143. oldal, 13. jegyzet.

124 . tanulmanyomat : ,,Felekezet, tanulmanyi kitiinéség és szakmai stratégia. Az érettségizettek palyavélasztasa
a dualkista kor végén”, in Zsidosag és tarsadalmi egyenldtlenségek (1867-1945), Budapest, Replika-kdnyvek,
200, 193-221, kiléndsen 204 oldal és folyt.

125 U.0., id. cikk 206-207. oldal. L. még a kolozsvari medikusokra nézve V. Karady, L. Nastasa, id. mii., 121-
122. oldal.

126 578mos erre vonatkozé munkam koziil mindkét idézett kényvemben tobbet talalni. L. Iskolarendszer és
felekezeti egyenldtlenségek, id. kényv, 95-165. oldal és Zsidoség és tarsadalmi egyenléstlenségek..., id. kdnyv,
169-256.



aval 1\2/;31gy az evangélikusok — a viszonylag legiskolazottabb keresztény csoport — 33 %-
aval.

A zsid6sag foévarosi ’taliskolazasanak’ mértéke ugyan az
orszag tobbi nagyvarosanak hasonlo jellemzéihez képest tavolrol sem volt rendkiviili, vagy
egyedilallo, hiszen hasonld ratakat — nemegyszer magasabbakat is - lehet talalni ugyanebben
a korban nem egy vidéki varosban pl. az Alféldén, a Dunéntdlon vagy Horvétorszagban.*?
Jelent6ségre avval jut leginkabb, hogy a budapesti zsidosag — nyers (1919 el6tt egy negyednyi
vagy 0tddnyi, az utan kdzel felényi) népességi sulyanal is tul - a 'modern’ beallitottsagu, tehat
az elitiskolazason keresztiili érvényesilési stratégiakat alkalmazé honi zsidésag val6sziniileg
legdinamikusabb részlegét alkotta. A budapesti zsido kozépiskolasok mar 1900-ban is az
Osszes zsido kdzépiskolds 28 %-at adtdk s ez az arény a trianoni orszagban 1930-ra tobbségi
lett (57 %).'%° Ezek a tUlképviseltettségi aranyok raadasul még erésen ala is becsiilik févarosi
zsidosag tényleges iskolai folényét, mivel a helyi elitiskoldzas zsido k6zonségét a 19. szézad
végén elkezd6d6 s 1900 utan elsésorban az urbanizalt kdzéposztalyokat erinté rohamosan
csokkend gyerekszam (1890 és 1920 kozott az 1000 fére esé zsidd natalitas Budapesten 30
ezrelékrsl 16 ezrelék ala esett'®), valamint a ’kitérések’ is (mely foéképp 1918 utan — 1919-
20-ban a budapesti felnétt zsid6sag mintegy 5 %-at érintve™®) szdmottevéen ritkitottak. Az
egyetemjaras szintjén a zsido egyetemistak mindig preferencialisan a budapesti egyetemek és
foiskolakat frekventaltdk mindaddig, amig ennek a numerus clausus mesterseges gatat nem
szabott. Igy a févarosi zsido elitiskolazas kozonségének szamaranya a fenti szamoknal is
nagyobb mértékben haladta meg a vidéki rokonnépesség megfelel6 jellemzait.

A zsiddésag kiemelt mennyiségi reszvételének bemutatasaval,
melyet — mint fentebb is illusztraltuk, a budapesti zsidé didksag iskolai Kkitiin6ségével mért
'mindségi’ jelzésekkel is ki lehet egésziteni*®* - bemutatést nyert a févarosi iskolai piacon
jelentkez6 kereslet utolsé fontosabb szerkezeti dsszetevéje. Konkluzid helyett is hangsulyozni
kell, hogy a targyalt piaci tényezok egymassal valé viszonyat sohasem egyoldalu
meghatarozottsdgi kapcsolat jellemezte, hanem - mint mar jeleztik - a korkoros
determinaciok rendszere. A tudomanyos Nobel-dijak honi sziletési jel6ltjei vagy
kitlintetettjei (majdnem Kkizardlag fovarosi zsidok) nem véletlenul keresték szellemi
kifutopalyajukat egyes helyi iskolakban (pl. a fasori evangelikus gimnaziumban) s a belvarosi
kozépiskolak oktatasi kinalatanak szinvonala sem volt fliggetlen a helyi iskolai k6zdnség
képzési igényeitol és az intezmények kozott kialakult kompeticios helyzettél. Az érintettek
késobbi palyaja persze szintén nem értelmezhet6 a numerus clausus katasztrofalis
kovetkezmenyeinek szambavétele nélkul a honi éertelmiség reprodukcidja szempontjabol.
Ezeknek a valosziniisitheté kapcsolatoknak pontos elemzését itt nem vihettik végbe. De az
egész fovarosi piac sajatossagainak bemutatdsaval megprobaltuk felvazolni az ilyen
természetii s minden bizonnyal mikro-szintre is kiterjesztendé elemzéseknek legfébb objektiv
tarsadalomtorténelmi kereteit.

127 Nagy Péter Tibor kutatasi eredményeibl az 1910-es népszamlalas kiadatlan, iskolaiigyi levéltari anyagai
nyoman.

128 A zsid6 férfi iskolazas teriileti jelzéseire |. egyéb munkaimat : Iskolarendszer és felekezeti egyenlétlenségek,
id. konyv, 148 oldal; Zsidésag, modernizacio, polgarosodas, Budapest, Cserépfalvi, 1997, 266. oldal.

129 A 7z 6sszehasonlitas Kalmar Ella févarosi adatai (Iskolak, diakok, oktataspolitika..., id. kényv, 207 és 211.
oldal) és a Magyar statisztikai évkonyvek idevago felekezetsajatos adatai alapjan késziilt.

B30 tanulmanyomat : ,Felekezet és sziiletéskorlétozas Budapesten (1880-1945)”, in Torések és kotések a
magyar tarsadalomban, szerk. Elekes Zsuzsa és Spéder Zsolt, Budapest, Szazadvég kiad6, 2000, 375-388. oldal,
kuléndsen 377. oldal.

131 . Zsidésag, modernizacio, polgarosodas, id. kényv 134. oldal.

132 A fovarosi kozépiskolasok érdemjegyeinél tapasztalhato felekezetsajatos eltérésekre egyes tantargyakbol |.
kilondsen Iskolarendszer és felekezeti egyenldtlenségek..., id. kdnyv, 118-119. oldal.



Victor Karady

Two regional paradigms of the accumulation of educational capital
: Eastern and Western Slovakia in comparison®*

133 This research has benefited from results gained from the project supported by the Hungarian Research
Support Scheme OTKA on *Graduates in Theology, Law, the Arts and Sciences in Dualist Hungary’.



(in  Peter Tibor Nagy, Viktor Karady, Educational Inequalities and
Denominations. Database forEastern Slovakia, 1910. Budapest, Wesleyan
Theological Seminary. 2006, pp. 9-34 — megjelenés alatt.

This second volume of our educational data collection deriving from the
1910 Hungarian census calls for a comparative exercise, since it offers the
relevant information on Eastern Slovakia representing data equivalent to those
already published on the Western counties and cities of the region ("Upper
Hungary" at that time)***. A comparison is worth making on all major variables
combined in our tables : regional districts, urban and extra-urban residence,
gender, confessional groups and age cluster (the latter representing the major
social variables mobilized here) as well as ethnic divisions (not combined with but
including religion) on the one hand - as supposedly independent factors -, and
levels of education on the other hand - as the dependent factor, following our
principal working hypothesis. But, at least implicitly or hypothetically, one also
has to draw into the picture some rather composite external variables, like degrees
of ’assimilation’ and integration in the Magyar dominated nation state and its
‘titular elites’, levels of 'modernisation” of various brackets under scrutiny, their
urbanisation and migration patterns as well as their professional or social class
stratification.

Our comments will focus on some general features and relationships
regarded as essential and cannot dispense with a closer study of local differentials
and correlations on the country or city level proper (which are also permitted by
the detailed information presented herewith). Some of our findings may help to
complete the results of recent research accomplished in Hungary, Slovakia proper
and elsewhere on the problem area of the development of the educational
provision in Slovakia before the foundation of the Chechoslovak state.*® But this
is essentially an ’internal study’ drawing almost exclusively on data contained in
our three statistical volumes dedicated to Slovakia.

One can start with some first hand observations about educational
inequalities broken down by larger regions. (References will be made to the two
volumes on Western Slovakia as WS and to the present volume on Eastern
Slovakia as ES).

The most trivial one concerns gender differentials. Women display in
every category featured in our data significantly lower educational scores than
men. This is a common pattern in pre-industrial or poorly modernized societies.
Elementary schools catered for long preferentially and advanced education
remained primarily (if not exclusively) reserved for young males, since they were
the only public agents able to put educational assets to professional or symbolic
social use. Obviously enough in the early 20th century families still invested
much less in the education of women in the sense that most girls were granted
primary schooling only. Access of girls to primary schools started in fact to be

34 Victor Karady, Péter Tibor Nagy, Educational Inequalities and Denominations, 1910, Database for Western
Slovakia and North-Western Hungary, Budapest, John Wesley Publisher, 2004.

35 A major study in this respect compares the development and the ethnically specific social functions of the
educational provision in pre-1919 Slovakia to contemporary Transylvania, also part of the Hungarian Empire.
See Joachim von Puttkammer, Schuhlalltag und nationale Integration in Ungarn. Slowaken, Rumanen und
Siebenburger Sachsen in der Auseinandersetzung mit der ungarischen Staatsidee, 1867-1914, Miinchen,
Oldenburg Verlag, 2003.



generalized quite early. In 1880/81 already 48,1 % of all primary pupils were
females in Eastern Slovakia and 47,7 % in West Slovakia, attesting to an almost
completely balanced sex ratio basic education.™*® Though even in the early 20th
century the over-representation of girls remained the rule (with 52,4 % of all in
1907/8) among those Hungarians in the age of school obligation escaping
schooling, in West Slovakia there were actually less girls than boys in such a
case.’® More generally, drop-out rates among girls (45,6 %) remained only
slightly higher int he whole country than among boys (44,3 %) if we compare the
cohorts of pupils joining the 1st classes of primary schools in 1907/8"% with those
in classes 4 in 1910/11.**® Thus gender differences appear to be rather limited at
lower grades of education, if there were any by 1910, as reflected in our data bank
too. Global levels of illiteracy (for all age groups, including infants) remained
very close, both in the West (41 % for women as against 33 % for men in the
counties — see WS p.180 and 198) and in the East (50 % for women and 42 % for
men in the counties — see ES p.125 and 131), but their discrepancies tended to
diminish radically int he younger age groups.

Ont he contrary, such disparities grew decisively at more advanced levels
of schooling, in a period when secondary education for women had just started to
be organised. Even by 1917/8 there were no more than two schools (in Kassa and
Miskolc) offering secondary graduation — érettségi - in East Slovakia, but only
one (in Pozsony) in West Slovakia.**® The admittance of women graduates from
secondary schools to a few branches of higher education had only recently (1895)
begun. It is not astonishing hence, that in our data banks too men achieved six to
eight times more often than their female counterparts 8 secondary classes or more
(same references).

Such initial results give already important insights, to be specified later, as
into the disparities in the social mechanisms affecting the development of lower as
opposed to higher schooling. Though, in principle, the expansion of the second
depended on the first, in the historical circumstances of a relatively under-
industrialized, under-urbanized and generally under-modernized country the
primary and the secondary levels of education — the last one being reserved for a
small elite - remained basically detached from one another. Women, for example
may have achieved in some cities, regions, social or ethnic clusters a decent level
of literacy without really participating in secondary or higher education. The
contrary could also be true for men, among whom illiteracy could remain
important, as in the West Slovakian towns (19 %) while almost as many of them
(16 %) attained at least 4 secondary classes (same references as above). Elite
training — from which women were virtually excluded at that time — could well be
of high quality and popular in some economically and institutionally under-

developed eastern or southern societies even compared to Western standards™*,

136 Calculated according to data in Magyar statisztikai évkényv (henceforth MSE) 1880, 1X., pp. 94-99.

37 Following data in Magyar statisztikai kozlemények (henceforth MSK), 31, p. 34.

138 MSE, 1908, p. 349.

139 |bid. 1911, p. 353.

140 See Istvan Mészaros, , Kozépszintii iskolaink kronoldgidja és topografiaja, 996-1948, /Chronology and
topography of our schools of secondary level, 996-1948/, Budapest, Akadémiai, 1988, p. 316.

1 For data see for example Andrea Camelli, ,,Universities and Professions” in Maria Malatesta (ed.), Society
and the Professions in Italy, 1860-1914, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1955, p. 53, Christophe
Charle, La crise des sociétés impériales, Paris, Seuil, p. 144, Nicolas Manitakis, L essor de la mobilité étudiante
internationale & I’age des Etats-nations. Une étude de cas : les étudiants grecs en France (1880-1940), these de
doctorat, Paris, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 2004, p. 351. Maria M. Kovécs, Liberal



alongside utter backwardness in popular primary education. Hence the paradox
that the *density’ of doctors or lawyers could, in the early 20th century, be greater
in Greece, Hungary or Italy than in France or even Germany...

The gender differences involved here are important in other respects too.

Women show indeed what could be called a "normal’ educational pyramid
with a large basis of more or less great proportions of literate people, a small
strata of those having accomplished at least four (or six) secondary classes, and a
tiny remaining group (around 1.5 % in towns and a mere 0.2-0.3 % in the
countryside) with more advanced educational assets.

For men, the set-up is quite different and to some extent intriguing. The
basis of literate people is larger though and the proportions of secondary school
alumni is indeed much larger, but among the latter, those with 8 classes exceed
regularly the number of those having only 4 classes. Thus the *normal’ pyramid
appears to be inversed for men both in cities and in the counties. This calls for
explanation, since it is common knowledge - for this and as well as for later
periods - that the internal structure of the student population in classical secondary
schools (leading up to graduation after 8 classes) was marked by a large
enrolement in the initial lower classes, and a narrowing down of class size with
the more advanced classes. In most gymnasiums or realiskolak of the period the
8th class represented only a third or less of students as compared to class(es) 1 or
2. Moreover, the popular polgari stopped at the fourth (or sometimes at the sixs)
secondary class for most of its clientele, increasing the proportions of those with
only four (or six) secondary classes. So for men too, the normal’ educational
pyramid should have a large basis and a far smaller summit.

The fact that we generally (with some exceptions for Jews, which will be
discussed later) do not find this in our data, may be probably accounted for by
three convergent circumstances.

First, the level of 8 class could be reached not only via gymnasiums and
realiskoldk, but also via at least two other institutions starting with class 5 of
secondary schooling, the commercial high school (felsé kereskedelmi) and the
Normal School (tanitoképzg) training primary school teachers. This could
somewhat boost the proportions of those with 8 classes of education by the mere
fact that there were teachers (mostly certified) in every village. Second, the cluster
"8 classes’ represents in reality all those having achieved some kind of secondary
education or equivalent together with actual graduates — this concerns the majority
of students having completed a classical gymnasium or a realiskola - of
universities and higher vocational colleges (including professionals, priests, army
officers, most civil servants and a number of private executives). Many of them
could actually declare education of 8 classes without anz formal secondary
graduation, since this was not demanded (or not systematically controlled) with
respect to priests, army or police officers or even teachers'*, certainly not before
the formal *systematization’ of elite educational provision due to the enforcement
of the Austrian Entwurf of 1849. Moreover, some of those having achieved some
kind of vocational courses after 4 secondary classes qualifying them — even on
exceptional or special terms, as it happened often after the enactment of the 1883

Professions, Illiberal Politics. Hungary from the Habsburgs to the Holocaust, Oxford, Oxford University Press,
1994, p. 5 and 53. Id. , The Politics of the Legal Profession in Interwar Hungary, New York, Columbia Institute
of East Central Europe, 1987, p. 23.

142 In 1895/6 some in Western Slovakia 14 %, in Eastern Slovakia 17 % of primary school teachers did not have
formal qualifications. See MSE, 1896, p. 411.



’qualification law’ — for a civil service position (county or city clerks, secretaries,
administrative assistants) or private employees in positions formally requiring
secondary graduation, would feel themselves entitled and tacitly incited to class
themselves, during the census, in the category of those with 8 years of secondary
studies. Third, some of the civil servants, army or police officers, etc. with formal
schooling of 8 secondary classes or more could have been specially transferred to
Northern Hungary - a typically non-Magyar area as regards ethnic diversity -
from other territories of the multi-ethnic but Magyar dominated nation state, in
order to secure the political and administrative control of the region (civil
servants, army or police officers) and advance the process of Magyarization
(teachers, clerics). Those affected by such transfers were practically all males, so
that they could not help contributing to an increase in the proportion of men in our
"8 classes and above’ cluster.

Still, gender differences between regions appear to be striking enough,
though differently at the lower compared with higher educational levels. In
Western Slovakia male illiteracy plummets to one tenth in the youngest age
groups in the countryside as against the double that number (some one fifth of the
total) in Eastern Slovakia. Similarly, illiteracz ratios are much higher among
women, but the differences between the West (13 % illiteracz in the 20-24 years
cluster) and East (24 % in the same age group) are quite comparable for them too.
Interestingly enough, general regional differences tend to disappear or even
reverse to some extent (to the benefit of women, for example, in Eastern
Slovakian towns) at the more advanced levels. Thus, globally, since the large
masses of the population are affected by primary education only (around 98 % in
both regions, except in the towns) Eastern Slovakia displays some indices of
educational backwardness when compared to Western Slovakia.

At first sight, there should be nothing astonishing in this observation since
it corresponds to the traditionally postulated opposition between East and West in
terms of economic development and social modernization. We must come back to
this problem when dealing with denominational inequalities proper, but some
global references to it appear to be in order, since they demonstrate that various
aspects of the modernization process in the Magyar led nation state did not, by
any means, go hand in hand — as the ruling elite expected.

We may start with the schooling data proper, which show a comparable
but not quite identical basic situation in Eastern and Western Slovakia for the
period. Some of the educational provision appears to be of better quality in the
East as against the West, as shown in the table.

The number of primary schools was throughout the period under scrutiny
somewhat lower in the East than in the West, but Eastern Slovakia had almost
completely caught up with the West by 1910. Western Slovakia was twice as well
endowed by 1880 with higher primary institutions (most of them being polgéri
iskola). Still in both regions the very large majority (close to all in the West) of
primary schools offered tuition up to 6 years (classes), covering the years of
obligatory schooling age. Moreover, the relative over-endowment of Western
Slovakia with polgari schools was in part compensated by the fact that Eastern
Slovakia had throughout the period a somewhat more developed network of
classical secondary institutions (24 as against 22 in the 1890s and 30 by the end of
the Dualist period as against 25 in Western Slovakia).'*

143 See Istvan Mészaros, op. cit. pp. 305-306 and 317-318.



The size of the population to be educated — which can be grossly identified
as those aged 6-11 years old — was also somewhat bigger in the West, thus an
average primary school in the East catered always for significantly less pupils
than in the West. The same applied to teachers as well. An average teacher —
though somewhat less often professionally trained and certainly more poorly paid
during some of the period - was in charge of far fewer pupils in the East than in
the West. Public investment in primary education appears to be quite comparable,
since in 1910 18.5 % of schools were directly under state or municipal
management in the East and 18.9 % in the West, the rest being run — as in the
provinces everywhere at the time — mostly by religious authorities. But public
agencies had to invest more heavily in schooling in Eastern Slovakia, since the
number of publicly run schools (only 11.4 % in 1896/6 in the East) grew there
from 100 to 161 (in relative figures) in fifteen years, while the corresponding
growth in the West (13,4 % of public primary schools in 1895/6) was only from
100 to 136. Overall, therefore, the proportion of pupils of compulsory schooling
age actually attending school was systematically but only slightly higher in the
West than in the East. Globally, regional differences in the size of the schooling
provision were not spectacular and certainly far from being systematically
unfavorable for the Eastern Slovak counties.

Such basic schooling data thus do little to explain global
educational inequalities between the two regions.

Table 1.

Western Slovakia Ea
stern Slovakia
1870 1880 1890 18967 19108
1870° 1880* 1890° 1896 1910’
1. primary schools

numbers 2307 2424 2347
1987 2347 2327

higher primary schools'*° 50

25

% of non confessional schools** 15,6

12,1

% of those with tuition in Hungarian only 47,1 854
615 974

% of those with tuition in Hungarian

144 A vallas és kdzoktatastigyi miniszter jelentése /Yearly report of the Ministry of Religion and Education/
(henceforth VKM jelentés) 1870-re, pp. 356-359.

15 MSE 1880, IX., pp. 94-99.

146 VKM jelentés 1890, pp. 154-157 és 162-163.

Y7 VKM jelentés 1896, pp. 236-243.

148 MSE 1911, pp. 34-345.

9 50 called felsébb népiskola, polgari iskola and felssbb lanyiskola.
%0 Schools run by the State, municipal governments, associations or private persons.



combined with another language 78.5

86.1

% of undivided (1 class) schools 62.5

77.6

% of those with 5 or 6 classes 924.1

88.1

% of those working 8 months or more/year 82.4

85.3

2. teaching staff

number of teachers 3072 3546 4067

2307 2954 3560

teachers/100 schools 133 146 173

116 126 152

% of certified teachers 86

83.5

average salary of teachers 334 Ft 282
Ft

3. pupils of primary schools

of school obligation age™ 306 289 316 364 212
199 228 302

numbers attending school*®* 155 246 278 314 106

152 195 245

% of those of school age

attending schools 50.7 85.0 87.9 86.2 50.1
76.6 85.7 81.2

% of those in school age not

enrolled in schools 6.1
7,4

number of pupils/school 107 130 133
77 104 113

number of pupils/teacher 80 885 77
60 83 74

Some other indices may bring us closer to the relative degrees of
development of the two regional populations. One indicator quoted in the table,
that of average teachers’ salaries

actually hints at rather crass economic differentials. If in the East teachers
were seriously underpaid as compared relative to their Western colleagues, this
was clearly linked with the means at the disposal of school authorities (most of
them ecclesiastical ones): in the East they were apparently worse off, so that they
could not grant teachers the same pay as in the West — a fair reference to East
Slovakian poverty and economic backwardness. Still, instead of mobilizing here
data on production and industrialisation, as it could be done at the price of a
complex analysis of comparative degrees of regional economic development, |
prefer to resort to far simpler indicators of development of a demographic nature,

5111 1000.
15211 1000.



offering global estimations of degrees of *modernity’ of the regional populations
concerned.

Birthrates combined with rates of survival in young age as well as — even
more demonstrably — death rates may be adduced here, since family size and rates
of survival can be directly correlated to educational opportunities: the greater the
number of children, the less the chances of them securing advanced training. With
diminishing death rates ’investment’ in the education of the offspring can be
expected to have higher returns. But signs of birth control and the diminishing
incidence of mortality are by themselves indicators of modernization. The
following table offers calculations related the average size of generational cohorts
(1 year age group) in proportional terms (as a percentage of the total population)
surviving in 1910 in the 0-5 age group - following our data banks and several
indices of mortality.

Table 2.

Western Slovakia East
ern Slovakia
Counties towns together counties
towns  together
Men women men women men women
men women

% of 1 generation

among those of 28 2.65 197 19 2.9 2.67
21 21

0-5 years of age **

male death rate
per 1000™* 24.4
26.0

% of deaths under
medical control 55,7
46,1

Our data show apparently no major disparities in terms of birth rates,
though they do indicate that birth control must have started by 1910 in urban
settings, especially in some West Slovakian population clusters. The size of the
surviving youngest generations are somewhat smaller in West Slovakian counties
and significantly smaller in West Slovakian towns, as compared to East Slovakia.
This is all the more remarkable given that East Slovakia was, during this period, a
region of increasing mass emigration, as witnessed by the relative rarity of those
cohorts of males likely to participate in such migration: in East Slovakian counties

153 Rat. line — last but one at the bottom of our tables - WS pp. 180, 186, 192, 198 and ES pp. 126, 131, 137, 143.
>4 Yearly proportions of the dead in 1912 and 1913 (source : handwritten reports from the Archives of the
Central Statistical Office in Budapest) as compared to the 1910 population from our data banks, as in the
preceding note. Tiny denominational diasporas, hardly represented in Upper Hungary (like Unitarians) are
disregarded in these indices.



men of 20-39 years of age represent only 22.3 % of the whole male population'>
as against 25 % in Western Slovakia'*®. These young men make up the bulk of
those establishing families and producing children. A smaller young male cluster
with higher rates of fertility is a sign of the prevalence of less 'modern’
demographic strategies in the whole group.

Mortality data show even more significant discrepancies in the same sense.
General rates of male deaths are already significantly lower in Western Slovakia.
But global death rates depend on a number of specifically demographic factors
(essentially on gender ratios and birth rates in the past and at present determining
the structure of the age pyramid), which escape close technical examination here.
Such is not the case of the degree of medicalisation of the population as indicated
by the much higher proportion of deaths occurring under medical attendance in
the West. This attests implicitly to higher living standards permitting less
restricted recourse to medical aid when necessary. One could suppose that a better
medical equipment and, possibly, a higher ’density’ of doctors was also to be
found in the West, but this was — however paradoxical it appears to be — not the
case following relevant data. The two regions under scrutiny had similar health
provisions in 1910 with even some advantage for the East where there were 2164
people for for one member of the medical and para-medical staff (doctors and
pharmacists) as against 2581 in the West.™” More research is warranted to clarify
these relationships.

All these signs of more advanced *modernity’ could influence educational
standards and investments in the West, which brings us closer to the interpretation
of observed general educational inequalities between the two regions (especially
on the primary and lower levels). We will find some even more spectacular
regional differences when analysing educational disparities between
denominational clusters.

Still one more generally applicable hypothesis should be tested as to
possible correlations between national assimilation and schooling achievements.
In a multi-ethnic region with a majority or quasi majority (if we discount
“assimilated’ Hungarians) of non Magyars, it is to be expected that the increase in
the ratio of self-declaring Magyars would correlate with the growth of
incorporated educational capital in the population, since advanced schooling of all
sorts beyond primary education was available locally in Hungarian language only
(with the partial exception of the training of primary teachers and clerics). Data on
linguistic skills and, implicitly, on linguistic Magyarisation do not unambiguously
confirm such a relationship. In Western Slovakia a mere 31 % of women and 34
% of men were of Magyar mother tongue in 1910 (see WS p. 181 and 187), while
there was only a quasi majority of Magyar users as a first language in Eastern
Slovakia, since among the 51 % of women and 53 % of men declaring to be
Hungarian speakers, many (especially Jews and Lutherans of German or
Slovakian background) must have belonged to ’assimilated’ clusters (see ES p.
126 and 132).

Given such ratios, it is remarkable to observe in Table 1./1 that as early as
1896 (ten years before Lex Apponyi) exclusively Hungarian tuition was imposed

155 See ES p. 126.

156 See WS p. 181.

57 Calculations following data in MSK, 56, pp. 764-769 (for the size of the medical staffs) and MSK, 64, p. 84
(for the size of the relevant populations).



upon as many as 47 % of primary schools in the West and 61,5 % in the East,**®

affecting a much higher percentage of children than those of Magyar mother
tongue. The extension of primary schooling was beyond doubt serving the
assimilationist policies of the Magyar elites, as enforced by the would-be nation
state. As a consequence, by 1910 (subsequently to the 1907 Apponyi Law on
large state subsidies granted to primary schools on condition that they switch to
Magyar tuition), such policies must have been fully implemented, since almost all
schools of the two regions (85 % in the West and as many as 97 % in the East™*®)
operated by that time in Hungarian. Still, all these investments — apparently more
substantial in Eastern Slovakia — could not generate a corresponding growth in
educational credentials. Eastern Slovakia continued to lag behind the West with
its relatively high illiteracy ratio, for both men and women, the young as the not
S0 young, in counties and in towns. The case could be better defended for more
advanced levels of education since - compared to the West Slovakian counties and
towns - East Slovakia did display, as already observed, somewhat higher
proportions of those with secondary education or more. If, manifestly, a general
correlation between assimilation and schooling cannot be stated here, the
assimilationist efforts of many clusters could still be related to more advanced
schooling investments in secondary or higher learning, since this was exclusively
supplied in the state language in both regions.®® Thus, perhaps paradoxically, the
better educational scores of East Slovakia at the level of advanced schooling could
have resulted in part from the greater number of classical Magyar secondary
institutions operating in the region.

But, still remaining with observations of a general type, one has to
comment on the differences between cities and counties and the trend of
educational development in the long run, also inscribed in our data — on condition
that we consider age specific educational achievement data as historical
indicators, informing about levels of schooling in former times.

The contrast is strong indeed in every respect between towns and counties
in our data banks, even if the categories of urban population are related in both
regions to two cities — not even necessarily the largest ones — due to their
administrative status as cities with autonomous municipal councils - so that it is
far from covering all urban clusters. Still it is no surprise that, at all levels of
education, urban clusters surpass the rural majority of both regions. Interestingly
enough, differences are much bigger for women and organised differently along
educational levels and age groups as for men.

At the lowest level, rates of illiteracy tend to decrease convergently for
men and women very fast everywhere, but in the counties in Eastern Slovakia one
fifths, in Western Slovakia around one tenth of young adults of both sexes were
still illiterates in 1910. In cities illiteracy is around half the above figures, but
differences between men and women tend to narrow as well.

At the higher educational levels residential differences are maintained,
though they also tend to narrow among the younger age groups. Cities clearly
attracted the educated for at least three rather obvious socio-historical reasons.
First they were places of advanced learning, containing the most prestigious

158 Cf. MSE, 1896, p. 411.

9 Ipid., 1911, p. 345.

160 Al the non Magyar (mostly German and Romanian) gymnasiums and reéliskola were indeed located in
Transylvania or Southern Hungary (with one Serbian gymnasium in Ujvidék/Novi Sad and since 1870 an Italian
one in Fiume).



secondary schools and university colleges, attracting a large clientele engaged in
long educational careers, thus fixing a big number of those with higher education
(whether during their studies or afterwards). Second, cities were seats of major
public agencies run by a highly educated staff, like the administration itself,
schools, hospitals, tribunals, etc. Thirdly, cities constituted the main economic
markets of their regions, hence they also concentrated all those running the private
economy - like private managers, executives, lawyers etc. — most of whom
contributed to boost the proportions of educated clusters. Men directly, women
indirectly shared the benefit of these factors — the latter due notably to the trend of
educationally homogamous marriages and to the process of social self-
reproduction of the educated classes (including their daughters), bringing many
educated women into cities even when — which was the rule for most of them in
these times — they would not become active in an intellectual profession.

This is precisely while age group specific levels of education tended to
grow tremendously for women both in towns and (on a much more moderate
scale) in counties, reflecting the long term historical growth of educational capital
in elite circles, while this did not apply at all to men in the cities ! Indeed the
proportion of men with 4, 6 or 8 classes and more did actually remain
approximately the same for all age clusters above 24 in cities, that is above one
fourth in Eastern Slovakia (ES p. 138) and between one fifth and one fourth in
Western Slovakia.(WS p. 193). The very contrast between certified educational
credentials of men of 20-24 years (only 14 % with 4 classes and more in the East,
20 % in the West) as against 25-23 % in the next age group suggests that age
specific proportions of the educated depended on the whole in cities less on the
generalization of advanced schooling and much more on the transfer, immigration
and concentration of educated professionals, civil servants and executives — who,
following the logic of their professional mobility — found themselves more often
in cities at an advanced stage of their career (when they were older) than as young
career starters. Hence the maintenance of relatively high but quasi constant
proportions of educated men in cities, as opposed to the ever increasing (though in
absolute terms much lower) proportions of women in the same case.

Two important remarks are in order as to age clusters.

The first concerns teenagers and young adults in cities. Global educational
achievements (% with 4-6-8 or more classes) tend, in a more or less regular
fashin, to grow among men and women in the counties with the diminution of age,
down to the 20-24 age group. Those of 15-19 years show lower scores for two
rather obvious reasons : “mature students’ among them could not yet finish their
secondary studies, technically, on the one hand, and most students from the region
pursuing studies in a university or a post secondary vocational college must have
been, during census time, outside the region, hence not counted, on the other
hand. This is why there is a gap between the rather tiny proportions of 8 or more
classes alumni in the 15-19 years old age group (only 0.8 % of men both in
Eastern and Western Slovakian counties — ES p. 125 and WS p. 180) as compared
to the next age group with proportions 5-6 times higher (4.7 % in the East, 4.1 %
in the West). Such data clearly describe the normal’ trend, following which the
younger adult generations in 1910 were better endowed educationally than the
elderly. Now, this trend is absolutely not true for men in cities of either region.
There the 15-19 age group is distinguished by its very high score of secondary
education, especially for 4 classes : this age group appears to be exceptionally
’normal’ as compared to the above discussed ’reversed’ educational pyramid in



other male age groups. But the following age group is just as clearly distinguished
with its low score (the lowest of all other age groups), as already mentioned.

Such apparent anomalies can be accounted for by the special educational
functions of cities. Those in the 15-19 years age group liable to pursue secondary
studies remain concentrated in the towns, since gymnasiums, realiskolék,
polgarik, commercial and Normal Schools, or even seminaries for the training of
clerics, are also located there. But many of those going to universities or higher
vocational colleges, mostly belonging to the 20-24 years age group, had to leave
their cities for further studies in a region which lacked both universities and most
other institutions of higher education. Hence the relative scarcity of men with
advanced education in the 20-24 years urban age group. The case of Selmecbanya,
a small town with its Academy of Mining and Forestry, a unique institution with
nation wide recruitment, confirms a contrario this analysis. Here the 20-24 years
age group displays the absolutely highest proportion of men with 8 or more
classes (32 % as against 15.5 % in the 25-29 years age group and a mere 7 % in
the 30-34 years cluster), obviously due in large part to students of the Academy
coming from all over the Monarchy. (See WS p.73.)

The second remark concerns the growth of knowledge in historical terms,
as reflected, hypothetically, by educational credentials of successive generations.
It was discussed above why such growth could not be observed in cities. But the
other important observation we have to make here is that even in counties the
growth appears to have been slow, often problematically discontinued, and on the
whole far from being decisive, especially for men, the main targets of educational
investments made by the state, the municipal authorities and families as well. If
we lump together those with 4-6-8 classes or more, their proportions in the oldest
generations born before 1860 and among the youngest adults, born after 1890, less
than doubled (growing from 4.3 % to 8 % in the East — see ES p. 126 — and from
4 % to a mere 6.7 % in the West — see WS p. 181). Progress was similarly slow
and discontinued for some time — with older generations showing higher scores
than younger ones - at the 8 classes or more level. Indicators of a quasi stagnation
of educational achievements over longer periods are particularly striking for male
cohorts born between 1860 and 1875 (35-50 years of age in 1910), that is,
precisely among those which should have been the first to benefit from the
educational investments and developments carried out by the independent nation
state.’®™ There was no growth at all, for example, in the counties between male
clusters of 45-49 and 40-45 years (with 5.1-5.2 % endowed with at least 4 classes
in both regions — see WS p. 181 and ES p. 126).

This observation is conducive to our main topic, confessional schooling
inequalities, the very target of our data banks. Indeed, to make any sense, the type
of educational stagnation indicated above must be broken down by denominations
because of the discrepancies shown by religious clusters in this respect. Analysed

181 This included, among other things, the foundation of the public sector of secondary education with many state
and city run gymnasiums, realiskola, polgari — a sector utterly lacking before 1867 — as well as the second
Hungarian university in Kolozsvar. If the number of gymnasiums and realiskola did not much increase from the
1860s to the 1890s (remaining the same — 22 - in Western Slovakia and moving from 20 to 24 in Eastern
Slovakia — see Mészaros, op. cit., pp. 298, 305 and 306 ), by 1897 not less than 49 polgéari and felsébb népiskola
were founded in Western Slovakia and 22 in Eastern Slovakia — see MSE 1898, p. 296). Thus the number of
secondary schools producing alumni with at least 4 secondary classes doubled or tripled respectively in the two
regions, even if the equally new higher commercial schools (founded after 1868) are disregarded here. In the
whole country some 36 new classical secondary schools were added in the Dualist period up till 1910 to the
hitherto operating network of 67. (See Istvan Mészéros, op. cit. pp. 354-458.)



more closely once again, the stagnation under scrutiny will reveal itself as utterly
selective : significant for most Christian groups, inexistent for Jews. 2

The discrepancies between Jews and Christians, but also among Lutherans
and other *Western Christians’ (essentially Roman Catholics and Calvinists) as
against "Eastern Christians’ (Greek Orthodox and Catholics) were at that time the
most marked forms indeed of educational inequality both at the State and at the
regional level. In every respect — whether observed by genders, residential
districts, regions, etc. — there are convergent indications of a clear cut hierarchy of
educational accomplishments, especially objectivated in the youngest age groups
in the Dual Monarchy. Jews appeared to be by far the best performers, followed
by Lutherans (as well as Unitarians, whenever data were significantly rich to attest
to the educational performance of this small cluster, diasporic outside
Transylvania) and — at some distance — by Catholics and Calvinists, with
Christians of Greek persuasion coming last. Some aspects of such a hierarchy can
also be observed in our data, though Unitarians are utterly lacking in the two
regions under scrutiny and the Greek religious groups are significantly
respresented only by Catholics in some counties in the north-eastern corner of
Eastern Slovakia (especially in Bereg, Saros, Zemplén), the Greek Orthodox being
practically absent. Data on small brackets do not lend themselves to serious
interpretation, except in terms of local history, since members of them may appear
in our data due to contingent, local or otherwise specific reasons, outside general
trends in social history: such was the individual appointment of maids or the
arrival of housewives following the transfer of their husbands as civil servants, the
immigration of manual work force,*® etc.). But for the main denominational
clusters (sometimes close to being identical to ethnically separate brackets) we
can sum up our findings here in a simple table. It reproduces, on the one hand, the
main ’representation indices’ of our table at two educational levels -
demonstrating the educational attainment of each category concerned as compared
to the average and, on the other hand, proportions of men having reached at least 4
secondary classes as compared to those identified in the 1910 census as members
of the ’intellectual professions’ (értelmiség). Since the latter were almost
exclusively males and access to most brackets of ’intellectual professions’ was
subject to educational credentials (with a minimum of 4 secondary classes as
defined by the 1883 ’law on qualifications’)*®*, the ’excess proportions’ of

1921 tried to account for the long, denominationally differential stagnation of secondary and university
enrollments between the 1860s and the late 1880s on the country level in my study : ,,A kdzépiskolai elitképzés
els6 torténelmi funkcidvaltasa (1867-1945)”, /The first functional transformation of elite training in Hungarian
secondary schools/, in Iskolarendszer és felekezeti egyenldtlenségek Magyarorszagon (1967-1945), /School
system and confessional inequalities in Hungary, 1867-1945/, Budapest, Replika-konyvek, 1997, pp. 169-195.
193 For some small clusters in our data banks, the hypothesis of such occasional, seasonal or final migrations can
be ascertained by the fact that demographically improbably large proportions of them belonged to categories of
young adults. Thus around half of Greek Catholic (53 % - WS, pp. 176-177) and Greek Orthodox men (49 % -
WS pp. 178-179), representing together a mere 0.20 % of the West Slovakian male county population belonged
to age groups 15-29, as against less than half as many (23 %) of Roman Catholics, Lutherans or Jews — those
who made up the majority in the region. In cities similar disparities can be found, especially in Western
Slovakia, with as many as 59 % of Greek Catholic and 67 % of Greek Orthodox men in the young adult age
groups as against 33 % for all other men (WS p. 188-193). Significantly enough, another somewhat bigger
group, the Calvinists (2 % of the population) also shared such over-representation among young adults (with 45
% - see WS p. 188).

164 With the exception of a small group of assistants, janitors and servants attached to public agencies
(administrations, schools, hospitals, tribunals, etc.) as well as to professionals — also classified in the census in
branch of ’intellectuals’.



educated men beyond 4 secondary classes constitute a good approximation to
evaluate the proportion of those educated for entry into not publicly regulated
“intellectual’ free markets or without real professional purposes — so to say, for the
sake of some advanced learning as such, together, of course, with all its social
benefits not directly oriented towards economic success.'®®

Table 3

Western Slovakia
Cities counties

Representation of those with Representation of those with
20-24 yearsold 4 classes  20-24 years old 4 classes

among and more among and
more
Ilite- 4 clas- for 100 Hlite- 4 clas- for 100
Rates sesand ’intellec- Rates sesand ’intellec-
more tuals’ 1 more tuals’
Roman Catholics 1.2 0.74 245 1.12 0.72
178
Greek Catholics 1.78+ 2.45+ 400+ 3.83+ 0.93+
180+
Calvinists 0+ 1.23 335 0.32 1.43
188
Lutherans 0.44 1.28 304 0.62 0.91
194
Jews 0.16 2.58 706 0.07 6.48
423
Together 1 1 285 1 1
212
Eastern Slovakia
Cities counties
Representation of those with Representation of those with
20-24 yearsold 4 classes  20-24 years old 4 classes
among and more among and
more
Hlite- 4 clas- for 100 Hlite- 4 clas- for 100
Rates sesand ’intellec- Rates sesand ’intellec-
more tuals’ more tuals’

165 Obviously enough, the social benefits of advanced learning consisted not only in professional usage but could
also be employed — among other things — in fields as different as integration in middle class circles, share of the
scholarly culture of ruling elites, cultural assimilation of those with alien ethnic culture (Jews, Germans, Slavs,
Romanians in the Hungarian nation state), entitlement to fight in duels and become ’reserve officers’ following
’voluntary” army service (for those with secondary school graduation — érettségi), etc.

1% For the size of the category “intellectuals’ in the two regions by denominations see MSK, 64, p. 308.



Roman Catholics 0.61 0.92 240 0.87 0.92
151

Greek Catholics 3.16 0.23 400+ 2.06 0.43
162+

Calvinists 0.93 0.64 335 0.84 0.46
168

Lutherans 0.13 1.73 303 0.28 1.68
168

Jews 0.21 2.89 706 0.35 2.96
387

Together 1 1 284 1 1
183

+ calculated upon less than 200 cases.

Levels of male illiteracy are indicated herewith in an opposing scheme of
over-or under-representations compared to the average (1). Lower figures qualify
here for better educational performances and higher figures for poorer ones. The
data in table 3 confirm to a large extent the aforementioned general educational
hierarchy of denominational clusters. Jews and Lutherans were decisively ahead
of the rest, Roman Catholics and Calvinists being positioned somewhat above
average in the East, below average in the West, but Greek Catholics remained in
the worst position in both regions.

Of course, one can and should go beyond these elementary indications and
identify a more complex hierarchy, in which age specific levels of literacy are also
scrutinised. Indeed the basic hierarchy outlined above applies much better to the
elderly age clusters than to the youngest ones. The main shifts affect the 6-14 age
groups, rather than the older ones. They are related to gender differentials and the
relative position of the two Protestant denominations in terms of literacy.

What has been pointed out previously about the occasional reversal of the
gender hierarchy in respect to literacy, is relevant for some religious groups,
notably among 6 years old quite generally to Catholics, to Jews in West Slovakian
counties, to Calvinists and Lutherans in Eastern Slovakian counties, as well as —
more surprisingly — to Greek Catholics in Eastern Slovakian cities. The same
phenomenon of a larger proportion of literate girls compared to boys may be
found once again among Catholics in most residential areas for the 7-11 years old
and the 12-14 years old, but it also occurs among Protestants and Jews, especially
in Eastern Slovakia. It may well be that in many peasant or other homes boys
were somewhat more often needed than girls for child work in or outside the
household economy and thus withheld from schooling. In Orthodox Jewry girls
may have been sent to secular primary schools more often than boys, who were
obliged to follow more strictly the traditional religious track of education (via
cheder and yeshiva), hence their sometimes lower level of certified literacy in a
“recognised’ national language (that is, essentially in Hungarian or German). But
such gender differentials require further exploration in local studies.

Another significant observation in the youngest age groups concerns the
frequent reversal of the customary hierarchy of educational performance between
Protestants. While Lutherans did perform better than Calvinists in most clusters,
there were exceptions — especially in Western Slovakia, where Calvinists were
present only in diasporically small numbers. More importantly, Lutheran and



Calvinist achievements in terms of literacy in the youngest age groups remained
very close to each other everywhere in the Slovakian regions and proved to be
much superior to those of Catholics both for boys and girls. Thus, Calvinists join
the ’Protestant pattern’ of significantly greater educational investments which is
represented at more advanced levels of schooling by Lutherans alone.

For secondary education, the figures of Table 3 must be interpreted
directly : the higher they are, the better performance they demonstrate. Here again,
Jews and (though to a lesser extent) Lutherans display far better results than do
the other groups, Catholics remain close to the average, though significantly
below it in both regions, while Calvinists oscillate between a higher than average
position in the West (where they represent a small minority of 2.9 % of the
population) and a much lower than average position in the East (where they are
present in large numbers — 18.3 % of the population). The overall poor
educational attainment of this ’purely Magyar’ denomination proves — if a proof
was needed here — that Magyar ethnic status by itself was no guarantee of
educational achievement in the Hungarian nation state. The only correlation to be
expected (and which remains to be further explored) concerns the Magyarization
strategies of minorities (whether Jews, Germans or Slavs). Indeed assimilation or
acculturation may be demonstrably connected to educational mobility. Whatever
the case may be, the reputedly less assimilated Greek Catholics (mostly
Ruthenians and sometimes Romanians) show the far lowest representation among
those with 4 secondary classes or more in Eastern Slovakia, where they
constituted a sizable cluster (some 24 % of the population). Their apparently high
score in Western Slovakia cannot be of much relevance, since it has to do with
their status as a tiny minority (0.10 %) the specific aspects of which have been
addressed above.

But probably the most interesting findings of Table 3 are contained in the
third column of each sub-table relating to the number of members of officially
defined ’intellectual professions’ as compared to men with at least 4 secondary
classes. The ’intellectuals’ as listed here and following census data, are of course
only an approximation of the real cluster of those actually active in the
“intellectual professions’ linked (for example in the 1883 *Law on qualifications’)
to some level of secondary or higher education. Women are disregarded here,
though at that time some ’intellectuals’ were already females, especially doctors
or — more often — teachers, some fifteen years after the opening of universities to
women. Some uneducated staff of public agencies or the liberal professions are
included among ’intellectuals’. More importantly, all the professionals of the
private sector (whether managers, executives and property holders in industry,
commerce, banking or transportation) are excluded from the count, representing a
significant distortion as to the real numbers of those whose education permitted
their access to an elite position in private business. Though these biases must be
kept in mind, our data offer an interesting approach to the problem of educational
inequalities of a denominational or ethnic nature.

In this respect the indicators of table 3 show a highly dualistic pattern. All
Christian denominations are grouped somewhat below the average in counties or
dispersed around it in cities. But there is no clear cult hierarchy among them in
this respect. The main differences lay between Jews and Gentiles, the former
showing a representation among the educated 2-3 times higher than the scores of
the latter. Understandably enough, the “excess’ of the educated in comparison to
professional “intellectuals’ is much larger in cities than in counties. The reasons of



this privileged position of the cities and of Jews may be linked. In both brackets
there was, on the one hand, a concentration of vocationally trained educated men
in private business, who were not counted officially in the ’intellectual’ category.
On the other hand, cities were the melting pots of cultural assimilation attracting
would be assimilees, many of whom adopting advanced schooling as a strategy of
mobility towards established middle class positions in the ruling Magyar strata.
Jews were particularly numerous, hence their spectacular over-representation
among apparently non-professional educated men. But there may be more in this
remarkable Jewish presence among those with seemingly ’unfunctional’
education. Many of them may have regarded advanced secular schooling as a
form of conversion of their habits and acquisitions in terms of ’religious
intellectualism’ for the sake of or as an expression of their positive attitude to
’modernity’ or modernisation. This is what may lie at the root of the gap between
Eastern and Western Slovakian Jewry : the size of their *freely educated’ clusters
being much more substantial in the West as compared to the East.

This is not the place to analyse in greater detail the historical causes of
these large scale educational inequalities — which has been attempted elsewhere™®’
- and for which cluster specific social class stratification and drive for professional
mobility, degrees of urbanisation, strategies of cultural assimilation and social
integration, pre-established cultural patterns (like habits of learning, forms of
‘religious intellectualism’ among Jews and some Protestants), commitment to
demographic modernization and also, no less importantly, the very structure of the
schooling provision as well must also be adduced. One should not forget that there
was practically no Jewish secondary schools, except a few polgari, during the
whole Dual Monarchy, while all Christian students could benefit from their own
respective networks of gymnasiums — which actually dominated the market of
classical secondary schooling with Latin until the end. As a consequence, Jews
could rarely profit from special facilities granted to coreligionists in
denominational schools (preferential admission, tuition wavers, grants, symbolic
distinctions). On the contrary, they were often overtaxed by increased fees
(especially in Protestant institutions), sometimes discouraged to apply, submitted
not infrequently to proselytizing pressures to convert (especially in Catholic
schools) and even exposed to antisemitic harassment, occasionally — though the
Hungarian elite education system generally maintained liberal standards
throughout the long 19th century. In this respect the Slovakian regions were no
exceptions.®® Thus, additionally to their general ’educational alienation’ (as
compared to their native religious culture) in secular learning, Jews had to attend
non-Jewish institutions when they were seeking advanced (post-primary)
schooling. Of course, this handicap could be turned into a challenge, generating
positive reactions and compensatory learning strategies, likely to lead in favorable

187 See notably my books : Iskolarendszer és tarsadalmi egyenlétlenségek..., op. cit. and Zsid6sag és tarsadalmi
egyenldtlenségek (1867-1945), /Jewry and social inequalities, 1867-1945/, Budapest, Replika-kor, 2000, pp. 169-
256.

1%8 | the 1890s there were in the two Slovakian regions only 4 public (state or city run) gymnasiums as against
10 Protestant and 15 Catholic ones. It is true though that among the 6 realiskola in these regions all but one were
under public authority. Interestingly enough, the only exception was a Jewish alrealiskola (not directly preparing
for érettségi) in Vagujhely, the only Hungarian-Jewish secondary school before 1919. (See Istvan Mészaros, op.
cit. pp. 299-302.) By the end of the Dualist era in 1917 the number of public secondary schools in Slovakia rose
to 15 as against 25 Catholic ones, with 10 Protestant schools (see ibid. pp. 312-314.), whereby the dominance of
the Churches over the elite educational market remained basically unchallenged.



circumstances to intellectual over-performance — which the Hungarian and other
educational statistics clearly attest...

Leaving the complex problem area of socio-historical interpretations aside,
let us content ourselves here with identifying the major denominational
differences apparent in our data banks and spectacular enough to make their
summary worth while.

The main upshot of all our previous observations has to do with the
Jewish-Gentile contrast - manifest in every respect. Still, there are considerable
differences between the various regional or demographic clusters, so that the
variations must also be accounted for. The best approach to this complex problem
area is suggested by our representation indices (columns 3-5 in each table in SW
and SE).

Let us start with age clusters, since they allow to continue our discussion
about the historical ’stagnation’ of educational investments in the post-1867
decades.

Jewish educational pre-eminence proved to be regularly more marked
among the younger generations than among the older ones and this was true in
towns and counties for Jewish men in both regions, and especially in counties for
Jewish women (while they maintained an almost average representation in the two
West Slovakian towns listed in our survey — see WS p. 198). Thus, in Western
Slovakian counties, some 12 % of Jewish men born before 1850 (above 60 years
of age) accomplished at least 4 secondary classes, a proportion multiplied by four
(1) in the age groups under 30, reaching close to half of all males (WS pp. 180-
181). This is in sharp contrast to Christians, among whom similar proportions
grew much less (for Roman Catholics and Lutherans — the two major
denominations in the region — from 3.1 % both to 4.8 % and 6.2 % respectively —
see WS pp. 176-177 and 178-179). In Eastern Slovakian counties however,
overall Jewish educational levels remained far behind those of West Slovakian
Jewry, but the proportion of those men with some secondary education
nevertheless increased over the same period (that is, between the oldest and the
youngest age groups concerned) equally, more than 4 times (from 5 % to 23 % -
ES pp. 125-126), while comparable Christian scores moved much less (from 4 %
to 7 % for Roman Catholics, from 4.3 % to 6.5 % and 9.1 % for Calvinists, from
8.5 % t0 12.6 % and 15.6 % for Lutherans — see ES pp. 121-124).

In the cities the discrepancy was even more greater between Jews and
Christians. Educational credentials of Jewish men actually doubled over the long
period both in the West (from 17 % with some secondary training up to 51-52 % -
see WS pp. 192-193) and in the East (from 22 % to 41-43 % see ES pp. 137-138),
while they actually tended to oscillate, stagnate or even not insignificantly decline
(1 for all the youngest adult Christian clusters. Among Roman Catholic men only
13 % had a smattering of secondary schooling among the 20-24 years old as
against 24 % among the 25-29 years old and as much as 27 % of those over 60
(see ES pp. 148-149). Here we have an empirical demonstration of the statement
about ’stagnation of enrolments’ in the early Dualist period, meaning that
Christians did stagnate to a large extent while Jews did not, so that the latter
became over time by far the best educated religious cluster in both regions.

But this general Jewish *over-schooling’ of sorts had a number of specific
aspects and qualifications.

As mentioned above, it was much more decisive in the West than in the
East of our region, denoting the major cultural and social opposition between



Jewish Orthodoxy and ’Neology’ (Reform Jewry) on the one hand — the break
between the two having gained an overall importance since the 1868 Jewish
Congress in Pest -, and Eastern and Western Orthodoxy, the former being strongly
influenced by Hassidism. The Jewish authorities of strictly Orthodox persuasion
would more or less adamantly oppose secular schooling till late on in the long
19th century. The spectacular manifestation of such attitudes was the scarcity of
Jewish primary schools of public status in Eastern Slovakia. In Western Slovakia
by 1895 not less than 126 such schools were sponsored by Jewish communities,
while there were only 48 in Eastern Slovakia. But in counties like Bereg and Ung,
with sizable Orthodox Jewish communities, there was just one public school of
this sort in each county'®®. This meant that many Jewish kids continued to attend
the traditional cheders only, avoiding secular education and also escaping, by the
way, registration in state organized schooling statistics : this is why we find an
average of as many as 460 (1) Jewish children of 6-11 years for one primary
school (whether public, denominational or private) in Eastern Slovakia, as against
118 in Western Slovakia. This is also the obvious source of educational
differences, still very marked in our data banks, between Eastern and Western
Slovakian Jews. They were manifest in the continued high rates of illiteracy in
the East even among the youngest Jewish generations (7.8 % among men and 12
% among women of 20-24 years of age in the counties — see ES pp. 125 and 131),
as against the quasi disappearance of Jewish illiteracy in Western Slovakian
counties (0.8 % among men and 1.8 % among women of 20-24 years old — see
WS pp. 180 and 186).

Two remarks about this problem area are in order.

First, data on Jewish illiteracy may have borne the brunt of administrative
bias against Yiddish and Hebrew, the native languages of most of the Orthodox
and many other Hungarian Jews during most of the 19th century. Jewish
languages not being recognized among ethnic mother tongues (just like Jews were
not considered to be an ethnic minority), most non-Magyar speaking Jews were
clustered with *Germans’ in ethnic statistics based on mother tongue or ’first
language’. This could imply that their literacy in Hebrew letters was also ignored
by census inspectors, thus artificially reducing the proportion of literate Jews.
Hence, levels of Jewish literacy observed in our data, especially among the
Orthodox, may actually minimize real levels - once writing and reading
knowledge in Hebrew is accounted for.

Second, the level of writing and reading knowledge attributable to Eastern
Slovakian Jewry may have been affected by the selective emigration to other
(Southern, Central or Western) parts of Hungary, or abroad (to Vienna, for
example, or overseas). This is what declining figures of those enrolled in primary
schools actually suggest. Indeed the proportions of Jewish kids enrolled in
primary education among those in the age of obligatory schooling grew fast from
1870 to 1890 (from about 25 % to 74 %) in counties of Eastern Slovakia, it then
declined afterwards (to 69 % by 1896), just at the point when mass emigration
from Eastern Hungary gathered momentum. In counties like Borsod, Szepes or
even Ung there was no decline, but in some other counties like Abalj-Torna (a
decline from 76 % to 58 %), Saros (a decline from 52 % to as little as 36 %) or
Zemplén (a decline from 73 % to 64 %)*"° the increasing rarity of inscriptions was
sharp indeed. Unlike the general increase in the accumulation of educational

169 See MSE 1896, p. 411.
170 Data from VKM jelentés of respective years as quoted above for Table 1.



capital, such phenomena should be submitted to more detailed and localized
scrutiny.

As to more advanced learning, in the West about half of young adult
Jewish men (precisely 50 % among the 20-24 years old in the counties — see WS
p. 176) had accomplished some level of secondary education or training,
compared to less than half of this ratio (22.6 % in Eastern Slovakian counties for
men of the same age group — see ES p. 125). In some Eastern counties like Bereg
(with only 12 % of men achieving some secondary schooling — see ES pp. 29-30)
Jewish educational performance was indeed much poorer, so that it failed to reach
that of Lutherans (with 21 %) or even of Roman Catholics (16 %) for similar
clusters (see ES pp. 25 and 27). The regional oscillation of Jewish educational
levels were thus large, following the nature of locally dominant community
obediences, a factor of less significance within Christian clusters.

Among Jewish specificities one must count the limited distance between
urban and rural levels of educational attainment, especially as measured by
indicators of advanced learning, quite atypical among Gentiles, notably in
Western Slovakia. While among Christians in the West the average proportion of
those with 4 or more secondary classes in cities exceeded by between three up to
five times that in the counties, particularly among men, such differences would
never go beyond one to two among Jews (for women with 8 classes), but there
were most of the time actually no significant differences at all : 24 % of Jewish
men in the Western counties achieved 8 secondary classes as against 26 % of
them in the two Western cities for the 25-29 years old (see WS pp. 181 and 193).
Among Western Slovakian Jewish women, there were more of them in the
counties (31 %) with at least 4 years of secondary training than in cities (30 % -
see WS pp. 187 and 199). In Eastern Slovakia discrepancies in this respect were
sharper in the two environments, but as a rule much less than among Gentiles of
the same categories. Thus Jewish educational capital appears much more equally
distributed and the ’excess’ of educated - beyond those using education
professionally — much more frequent everywhere, irrespective of the residential
milieu, than it was among Christians.

Paradoxically enough, though women’s education was by the end of the
Dual Monarchy much more advanced among Jews than among Christians, Jewish
women were far behind Jewish men as to their chances of elite education (8 years
of secondary schooling or more) than were their Gentile sisters in relation to
Christian men. There were 10-13 times more Jewish men in such a case than were
Jewish women in both big regions, while similar disparities did not exceed a level
of 3-4 times more men than women among Christians. Such differences may be
perhaps connected to the effect of Jewish religious learning habits — reserved for
men, whereby women remained practically excluded -, habits that were liable to
be translated into gender specific differentials in secular higher education,
especially on the strenth of assimilationist strategies — promising more
professional rewards for men than for women.

Another aspect of Jewish-Gentile gender differentials is reflected by the
much larger basis of the Jewish female educational pyramide, as compared to that
of Gentile women. This was especially true outside cities. Both in Western and
Eastern Slovakian counties in the 25-29 age group the number of Jewish women
with only 4 secondary classes was 12 times (!) higher than the number with 8
secondary classes (see WS p. 187 and ES p. 126). Similar disparities did not
exceed 1 to 4-5 for Christian women. This meant, manifestly, that the educational



mobilisation of Jewish women was in general both much larger than among
Christian women, but also that it targeted in the first place a level of basic
secondary schooling, instead of graduation proper. In the West, nine to thirteen
times more (!) Jewish than Gentile women of the 25-29 age group achieved 4
secondary classes, but only two-three times more the 8 classes level... (See WS
pp. 183, 185, 187.) In the East, Jewish women’s advance was much more limited
to the 4 classes level (2-3 fold), due obivously to Orthodox restrictions on secular
training as such. But Roman Catholic and Lutheran women actually surpassed
them somewhat at the level of 8 classes ! (See ES pp. 128, 130, 132.) The main
reasons for this may be looked for in the different educational strategies, much
like for men. Jewish women attended much more often initial secondary classes
(among others those of the polgari), not infrequently with the purpose of applying
the skills obtained as trade attendants (possibly in family businesses) or otherwise,
without seeking further ’useless’ or purely decorative secular learning in
graduation.

A final important difference separating Jews and Christians in the
educational market has to do with the shape of the educational pyramid of men in
the two regional settings. Christians typically had more of those with 8 secondary
classes than with only 4 classes. The Jewish pyramid was all but the inversion of
the Gentile one, except in the age groups of young adults. Though Jewish men
were strongly over-represented among secondary graduates, even more or as
many of them had only 4 classes education. This is clearly demonstrated by the
fact that ’representation indices’ (the columns of figures 2 and 3 on left pages of
our data banks) are always higher for Jewish men for the category of ’4 classes
and more’ than for ’8 classes and more’. Jewish educational investment had thus a
much larger basis than that of Christians. Such differences may reflect, once
again, thoroughly divergent educational strategies. Jews sought much more often
than Gentiles enrolment throughout the period in schooling options of shorter
length, like polgari, reéliskola (many of these not leading to graduation, being
only “incomplete’ or alrealiskola with 4-6 classes), since this offered immediate
access to appointments as clerks, managers of family businesses, private
executives, etc. Even when the classical track (gymnasium) was pursued, Jewish
pupils would more often abandon their studies before graduation in case of serious
scholarly failure. They were also statistically much more rarely engaged in
schooling options conducive to "petty intellectual” positions like priests or primary
teachers. This gave rise to a very large proportion of young Jewish males with
incomplete secondary education, a fact particularly striking for the elderly
generations in Eastern Slovakia (see ES pp.126 and 137). In Orthodox Jewry
classical secondary studies with Latin - associated with pagan or Christian
civilisation and crowned by graduation (érettségi), liable to lead to integration in
the Christian middle classes - appeared to be much less desirable or even tolerable
as secular education in a polgari or, possibly, in a commercial highschool. The
latter were justified by the practical knowledge they taught, useful in trade and
less likely to ’alienate’ alumni from their Jewish roots. Gentiles, on the other
hand, sought more often education for purposes of social ’gentrification’ best
guaranteed by graduation from a gymnasiumwith Latin. This is why Christian
families (especially Magyar ones with gentry background or aspirations) tended to
disregard or even despise ’practical’ job prospects (as opened up by the polgari or
the felsé kereskedelmi) outside the occupational sphere of the gentlemanly middle
class and pushed their offspring towards the érettségi at any price, notably



regardless of their scholarly achievements. Moreover, Gentiles also headed often
for semi-intellectual careers in the Churches and in public schools requiring 8
secondary classes (or permitting one’s self-qualification as such, as if one had
completed them).

Compared to the contrast between Jews and Christians, disparities among
Christians appear to be minor indeed, the main one consisting in the hierarchy of
achievements — with Lutherans above the others - discussed above. A central issue
in this respect, opposing Lutherans and other Christians on the one hand, against
those of Greek persuasion on the other, is related to ethnicity. It would be
interesting to check empirically the hypothesis related to the impact of ethnically
defined performance patterns on educational accomplishments observed among
denominational clusters. In concrete terms it would be worth exploring to what
extent the German-Zipser or Slovak majority among Lutherans and Roman
Catholics in several counties of the regions under scrutiny — well objectivated in
the last column of the left side in the tables of our data banks — could affect the
educational attainments of the clusters concerned. A systematic study of ethnic
dimensions cannot, alas, be undertaken on the basis of our data due to the absence
of specific information about schooling simultaneously for both variables
(religion and ethnicity) and even more so in respect of Magyar assimilees of alien
background. *Assimilated’ status can though be estimated for some clusters (like
Jews declaring Magyar mother tongue, and sometimes for others too). Our present
data combinations mix up some of the possibly most relevant distinctions between
Germanizing and Magyarizing Jews, between German-Zipsers and Germanizing
Jews, or between Lutheran and Catholic Slovaks or Slovak-Magyar assimilees.
Still some insights (albeit not necessarily conclusive ones for our purposes) about
the “ethnic impact’ may be drawn from our data.

Let us resort to indications of 8 years of secondary studies or more for men
as a basis for the following experimental comparisons.

Among Roman Catholics in Eastern Slovakia two cases of ’over-
representation’ can be found in Bereg and Ung counties (see the county indices on
columns 3 and 4 on the left side of each table in ES and WS). In Bereg the
majority of them were Magyar (65 %) with probably some assimilated Germans
among them, since over one quarter of the Catholic population (27 %) was
German proper. But in Ung there were no Germans at all in the cluster, made up
by Slovaks (42 %) and Magyars (47 %) including, it would seem, some Slovak
assimiliees. No ’ethnic impact’ can be thus detected in these figures.

Among Lutherans in Eastern Slovakia the most striking occurrence of
over-representation concerns the same counties Bereg and Ung, but the Lutheran
cluster is present there in very small, quasi-diasporic numbers only (0.4 % of the
population). In Bereg Lutherans are divided between Magyars (50 %) and Slovaks
(41 %), while in Ung there was a Magyar majority among them (68 %) with
smaller German and Slovak shares. The only Eastern Slovakian county
historically dominated by a German-Lutheran majority (68 %) was Szepes, but the
educational score of Lutherans there hardly attained the regional average. On the
contrary, in the ’'most Slovak-Lutheran’ counties of Gomor (67 % Slovaks among
Lutherans) or Saros (84 % Slovaks among Lutherans), or even Abauj-Torna (40 %
Slovaks with 55 % Magyars, including Slovak assimilees among Lutherans)
educational performances were actually even much below average, though
Lutherans in general remained even there somewhat over-represented among the
best educated.



This short report on the main general findings identifiable in our two data
banks on Slovakia must be considered experimental by nature. No similar
attempts have ever been made to study, let alone to produce, such a complex set of
figures on the social conditions of differences in educational attainment,
combining not less than four independent and decisive variables (counties or
cities, religion, gender, age) together with levels of education and — separately for
residential districts — ethnicity. The difficulties of interpreting such data are of the
same order as the complexity of the information contained in them. Still, this
summary exploration of some of the major dimensions of educational inequalities
in Slovakia will help scholars to explain forthcoming similar results to be
published soon on other regions in the present collection. This should apply
notably to Transylvania, the Banat or the Trans-Tisza region, where ethnic
background and denominational status coincided historically more often (even if
not always unambiguously) than they did in the two regions which have just been
discussed.

Victor Karady

The Social Functions of Education in a Multi-Cultural and Post-Feudal
Society. The Transylvanian Paradigm..



(megjelenes alatt in V. Karady, Peter-Tibor Nagy, Denominational Inequalities in
Transylvania, 1910. A Data bank, Budapest-New York, Pasts Inc. with Central European
University Press, 2006).

One can easily detect, even at the most superficial sight, a number of denominational
dimensions of the supply and the demand of education in modern times. A religious
community is, obviously enough, a cultural cluster providing for the organised reproduction
of its members by inculcating in their young generations its main belief tenets, values and
ritual competences. These may include intellectual assets applicable in the secular domain
too. Religious cultures thus promote particular skills and distribute cultural goods, but also
generate various forms of habitus more or less favorable to learning. They may give rise — due
to purely religious needs — to sophisticated networks of organised schooling for the training of
believers and clerics. A confessional congregation also has specific social set-up in terms of
the insertion of its clienteles in the given power structure, professional stratification and class
fabric which defines to a large extent both its educational needs, ambitions and expectations
as well as the means the group can invest in education.

In the forthcoming study of the educational scenery in early 20th century Transylvania
all these topical issues will be — mostly implicitely — touched upon in order to explain the
extraordinary diversity of educational attainments and performances identified in our
statistical findings along denominational lines. For the interpretation of our data we also have
to resort to a number of institutional, demographic, economical and even political variables.
But first of all we have to locate the educational system of Transylvania in that of the
emerging Hungarian nation state of which it was an integral part.

Education supply and demand in Transylvania.

Regional inequalities of development have usually historical roots, often related to long
established factors of which only some visible consequences or outcomes can be controlled by
socio-historical investigation. This cannot be the target of the present inquiry. We are going
simply to confront, thanks to a small number of objective indicators, the glorious historical
image of the province with its social reality in the Dualist Era.

Transylvania has kept, as it is well known, an exceptional status in the Hungarian
Kingdom both both due to collective imagination and socio-historical circumstances.

It was, to be sure, the only part of the historic state to have almost continuously
preserved a measure of political autonomy against outside powers, with its medieval
townships developing without major breaks in spite of various vicissitudes, unlike most other
(especially central) parts of the country, where many ancient institutions and community
structures (like the Churches, elite colleges, the *Saxon University’) survived from medieval
or post medieval origins till modern times. Hence its public image as the eastern outpost of
Magyar civilisation embodied among other things in Kincses Kolozsvar, the ’city of
treasures’, the legendary landscapes of the Carpathian Mountains, the myth of the ’tricky
Széklers’, the ’truely Magyar nature’ of Calvinism and Unitarianism originating from the
region and their cultural and material impacts (buildings, temples, libraries, other ’places of
memory’). All this belongs indeed up to the present to the staple source of nationalist pride in
Hungary and regarded as an essential part of the symbolic patrimonium of Magyardom.

But the singularity of the province *beyond the King’s Pass’ was also linked to the fact
that the demographic minority status of the politically and socially dominant ’titular ethnic
group’, the Magyars, was among the worst of all other regions in the would be nation state’.
In 1880, after decades of intensive policies of linguistic Magyarisation, Hungarian speakers



made up a mere 30,2 % of the population in Transylvania, as against 46,6 % in the whole
country.*™ These proportions did not evolve very fast by 1910, indeed they grew less in
Transylvania — with only 34,2 % of speakers of Hungarian (as a first language) — than in the
general population of the country (54,4 % altogether).'"

Denominational heterogeneity contributed to enhance the uniquely complex nature of
post-feudal Transylvanian society. This was certainly the most idiosynchratic regional
mixture of confessions in a country known to be unique among modern European state
formations on account of its religious multiplicity, exemplified especially by the lack of a
religious cluster carrying demographic majority. The erstwhile Roman Catholic ’state
religion’ — while it remained the faith of the court and a good part of the landed aristocracy’®,
fell just short of the majority, not gathering more than 47,3 % in 1880 and 48,7 % in 1900 of
the whole population*™. This meant however that at least in most larger regions of the
kingdom Roman Catholics did represent a qualified majority, even if — on county level -
Greek Catholics (like in Maramaros) and Greek Orthodox (like in Arad, Krassd-Szérény,
Hunyad and Temes) could locally do so as well. But Transylvania was the only larger
territorial unit in the kingdom without any confessional group coming close to majority
positions. Here, in 1880 for example, Roman Catholics (12,7 %) and Calvinists (14,2 %)
stood, as sizable minorities to be true, much behind the Greek Orthodox (31,8 %) and the
Greek Catholics (27,6 %), while Lutherans (9,6 %), Unitarians (2,6 %) and Jews (1,4 %)
remained in a quasi diaspora situation, even if they were often concentrated in some local
communities or sub-regions.'”

Whatever this complex situation and the collective representations therewith attached
may be (or may have been in the past), we are concerned here only with social realities in a
comparative perspective, the basis of reference being the rest of Hungary proper (outside
Croatia), in order to substantiate images and expectations about the state of development
reached by the province at the end of the Dualist Era. The level of educational expansion is an
integral part of this exploration which, by hypothesis, can be brought into correlation with
other indices of modernisation. This exercise might produce controversial results in the sense
that their significance can vary and their message differ, hence the importance of their
circumstantial interpretation. They are indeed liable to offer cues for the understanding of
denominational inequalities identifiable in the data bank published in this volume.

Table 1.
Comparative Indices of Educational Development in Transylvania in the Dualist Era

Transylvania Hungary
% of children of 1870 40,6
schooling age 1880”7 71,4 77,2

1 Magyar statisztikai kozlemények /Hungarian statistical reports/ (henceforth MStK) 27, 104. All quantified
informations cited henceforth for Hungary concern the territory without Croatia.

"2 MStK 64, 146.

3 Holding in 1900 a slight majority among landowners over 1000 holds (49,5 %) and a somewhat larger one
(51,1 %) among owners of 100-1000 holds. But if we consider Christian landowners only, representing the old
gentry and aristocracy, Roman Catholics made up as much as 60,8 % of those with 1000 holds and above and
54,2 % of those with 100-1000 holds at that time. Cf. MStK 27, 96-100.

" MStK 27, 86-87.

17> 1bid. Op. cit.

176 A m. kirdlyi Vallas és Kozoktatasi Miniszter jelentése /Yearly Report of the royal Minister of Cults and public
instruction/ (henceforth VKM jelentés), 1870, 356-359.

" Magyar statisztikai évkonyv /Hungarian statistical yearbook/ (henceforth MStE), 1880, 1X, 94-98.



attending a school 1890'7® 70,9 81,5

1900'% 71,4 84,6
average salary of teachers 1880 250 367
% of non qualified primary 189582 12,6
school teachers
% of literate (with writing 1890 36 51
and reading skills) among 1900 44 59
6 years old and above®® 1910 54 67
% in the population 1900 14,7 100,0 (= 16.722.000)
% among primary schools 18808 18,9 100,0 (= 15.824)
in Hungary 1900% 17,6 100,0 (= 17.146)
1910 16,2 100,0 (= 16,530)
% among primary 1880 18,0 100,0 (= 21.664)
school teachers 1900'8® 16,2 100,0 (= 29.063)
1910 14,3 100,0 (= 32.865)
% among primary 1880*° 12,5 100,0 (= 1.620.000)
school pupils 1900™* 13,0 100,0 (= 2.315.000)
% among pupils of schooling 1913 25,9 100,0 (= 127.415)
age not enrolled in a school™*
% of lower secondary schools ~ 1898'% 11,9 100,0 (= 268)
(polgéri and felsg népiskola) 1910 12,0 100,0 (= 482)
% of pupils in lower secondary 1898 10,9 100,0 ( = 38.824)
schools (polgari and felsé népisk. 1910%° 9,8 100,0 (= 88129)

178 \JKM Jelentés 1890, 145-155 and 162-163.

179 MStE 1893, 313.

180 MStE 1901, 314.

181 MStE 1880 IX, 95-99.

182 \IStE 1896, 412-413.

183 Nagy Maéria, ,,Magyar tanit6 1911-ben” /Hungarian teacher in 1911/, Iskolakultara (Pécs), 2006 februar, 34.
184 MStE 1880, 1X, 94-98.

185 MStE 1901, 320.

186 MStE 1911, 346.

187 MStE 1880, 95-99.

188 MStE 1901, 321.

189 MStE 1911, 347.

190 MSEE 1880 IX, 95-99.

191 MStE 1901, 314.

192 \IStE 1915, 240.

193 \/KM Jelentés nr. 27, 1898, 270. 1898

1% MStE 1911, 332. The same source applies to all other data on secondary schooling in 1910.
195 /KM Jelentés 25, 1898, 270.

19 \MStE 1911, 332.



% of classical secondary schools 1900'% 19,1 100,0 (= 198)

(gymnasiums and reéliskolak) 1910 19,0 100,0 (=210)
% of students in classical 1900 15,0 100,0 (= 65.589)
secondary schools (as above)  1910'%® 15,8 100,0 (= 71.301)
% of commercial highschools 1889'%° 6,9 100,0 (= 29)
(felss kereskedelmi) 1900°%° 10,2 100,0 (= 39)
1910%* 100,0 (= )
% of pupils in commercial 1889%% 5,2 100,0 (= 2000)
highschools (felsé kereskedemi) 19002 10,0 100,0 (= 5.333)
1910% 5,0 100,0 (= 8.841)
% of normal schools (teacher 1900 10,8 100,0 (= 83)
training colleges) 1910 14,4 100,0 (= 90)
% of students in normal schools 1900 15,2 100,0 (= 8799)
1910 13,1 100,0 (= 9744)

number of students in the Budapest
Polytechnical University per 100 000 3,3 8,6 (7,8 outside Budapest)
Inhabitants (1899/1900-1917/18)%%

% of students in the Budapest 1889/90-1897/8°% 6,7 100,0 (= 5879)
Polytechnical University

% of students in the two 1890%% 14,4 100,0 (= 4624)
classical universities 1894%%8 13,9 100,0 (= 3755)

This set of educational data demonstrate a dual structure of sorts, related to
educational investments in Transylvania. On the one hand the educational equipment of the
province, as far as the number of primary and secondary schools and teachers is concerned,

197 MStE 1901, 302-305. This source applies to all other data of the table related to secondary education, in 1900
including normal schools, if not otherwise indicated.

%8 bid. Loc. cit.

199 MStE 1889, IX, 166-168.

200 MStE 1901,

201 MStE 1911, 171.

292 MStE 1889, IX., 166-168.

293 MStE 1901,

204 MStE 1911, 355.

205 Magyar kiralyi Jozsef Miiegyetem programja az 1909. tanévre /Program of the Royal Hungarian Jozsef
Polytechnical University for 1909), Budapest, 1909, 47 and following. See subsequent years as well. The
numbers are based on a complete inventory of Transylvanian students and on that of the whole country for
1899/1900, 1905/6, 1911/12, 1913/14 and 1917/18.

26 Computed for the academic years 1889/90, 1890/91, 1891/92, 1893/4, 1894/5 and 1897/8 from the VKM
Jelentések of the years concerned.
207 VKM Jelentés 1890/91, 11. 280-281 and .,

208 \/KM Jelentés 1894/5, 84-85 and 125-126.



was mostly better than the country wide average, except for vocational and normal schools. If,
as in table 1 above, the region benefited in general more primary schools than expected,
following the size of its population, it had indeed more villages without any schools (180)
around 1907 than any other region in the country.®® Transylvania had much more classical
gymnasiums and realiskolak, but much less vocational secondary schools (mostly commercial
ones — felsé kereskedelmik) and teacher training colleges (normal schools) than expected,
following its population size. Since 1872 the province had a classical university of its own in
Kolozsvar/Cluj, the second Hungarian university in the whole country. The Franz-Joseph
University seems to have been in fact attended for long mostly by students from beyond the
King’s Pass (up to two thirds of the student body in the 1890s*°), before the big wave of
’invasion’ of law students from Budapest, Western and Central Hungary in the mid 1900s.
Anyhow, the existence of the university and a large network of classical secondary schools
secured serious facilities for advanced training in the province, given the importance of
locality for the probability to enroll and graduate from a local institution of elite training.***

Thus, as compared to the share of the province in the population most of the indicators
of the schooling supply are above their mean value in quantitative terms. As for the quality of
the same, doubts may be raised when the very low salaries of teachers, or the relatively high
percentage of primary teachers without qualification (graduates from a normal school) are
taken into account. There is no reason to think though that the quality of secondary school
training differed significantly from one region to another in those times, since the school
networks (whether state or church managed) were organised on a nation wide basis and
closely controlled by the state educational authorities (via a vast body of inspectors) with
professors of the same education being appointed everywhere. As to universities,
contemporaries considered the Transylvanian faculties, especially the Law faculty in the
1900s, as a ’factory of graduates’ granting special facilities for students passing exams.?*? The
rate of success at exams was indeed systematically higher in Kolozsvar/Cluj as in the
University of Budapest.”*® Still the supply side of the educational market seems to have been
in a satisfactory state on the whole.

The demand for education shows a very different, indeed a complex and partly
contradictory picture.

On the primary level the demand objectivated in the numbers and proportions of
pupils was systematically below the level of the supply and well below the country wide
average. Children of schooling age attended schools throughout the Dualist era much less
often in Transylvania than in the rest of the country. (Differences between the region beyond
King’s Pass and the rest were actually larger in reality than suggested by some of our data,
since the country wide averages also included the low Transylvanian averages themselves.)
Consistently enough, this observation applies to the low share of pupils in Transylvania
enrolled in primary schools, together with — logically — the very high share of those who were

29 MStK 31, 43*.

219 For the academic years 1990/91, 1894/5 and 1897/8 the precise proportion of students from Transylvania
proper was 64,5 %. Computed from data in VKM jelentés of the years concerned. The medical students of the
university emanated (by father’s residence) even more often, up to 76 %, from Transylvania between 1872 and
1918. See V: Karady, L. Nastasa, The University of Kolozsvar/Cluj and the students of the Medical Faculty
(1872-1918), CLuj, Ethnocultural Diversity Resource Center, Budapest-New York, Central European University,
2004, 104.

1 During the three years, as in the precedent note, some 22 % of students of the Franz-Joseph University
originated from Kolozs county, mostly from the very city of Kolozsvar. As for medical students before 1919,
this was the case of 18 % of them. Cf. V. Karady, L. Nastasa, loc. cit.

212 cf, Andor Ladanyi, A magyarorszagi felsgoktatas a dualizmus kora masodik felében /Hungarian higher
education int he second part of the Dualist Era/, Budapest, Fels6oktatasi Pedagogiai Kutatokdzpont, 1969, 72-75.
213 See on this point as regards the medical faculties my study in V. Karady, L. Nastasa, op. cit., 81-82.



not attending. As a direct consequence Transylvania lagged behind the rest with its rates of
literacy. At the end of the period hardly more than half of the population of 6 years old and
above knew how to read and write, as against more than two third of the general population.

The situation was different on the level of secondary education. Here, as for the
supply, two patterns prevailed. The proportion of Transylvanian students in classical
secondary schools exceeded regularly the country wide average. These were érettségi
(Matura) granting institutions leading to higher studies. Still, the size of the student body in
the classical track (gymnasiums and realiskolak) fell behind the size of the network of
accessible institutions. In contrast, some non classical highschools*** (normal schools) even a
measure of over-crowding could be observed at times thanks to the rather high number of
pupils as against a low share of Transylvania in the country wide institutional network. In
polgari schools and in commercial highschools Transylvania was also seriously under-
represented both in terms of institutions and students. Thus, the Transylvanian educational
system was weak as to the demand for primary, lower secondary and some vocational
(commercial) secondary schools, but rather strong as to the demand expressed for secondary
elite training.

Higher education, intellectual professions and modernity in Transylvania

Such duality can be observed in higher education as well.

While the two classical universities seem to have gathered approximately as many
Transylvanian students as the share of the province in the population of the country,
Transylvanians attended very rarely the Polytechnical University in Budapest. If one looks
closer at study options, it appears clearly that Transylvanian students, when enrolled for elite
training, invested mostly in the most classical track, the legal one preparing both to civil
service and political careers and the bar. An overwhelming majority of Transylvanian students
indeed attended a Faculty of Law, and a substantial proportion of them even an Academy of
Law. (For the latter we have as yet no data, though.) In Budapest University this applied to 74
% of students from Transylvania as against 57 % of the rest of the student body in 1895/6%*°.
If one combines such data with the very low showing of Transylvanian students at the
Polytechnical university, it appears that the emerging ’modern’ intelligentsia from the region
engaged on elite training tracks kept a basically conservative profile, opting in their absolute
majority for Law, inadvertently exemplifying the classical intellectual incinations attributed in
nationalist mythology to the ’Magyar nation of jurists’.

Such *pre-modern’ or classical proclivities identified in the demand for elite training
cannot be disconnected from the level of industrialisation of Transylvania and, may be also,
more generally, from the level of modernization observable outside the economic domain
proper. This can be directly linked to the size and the composition by branches of activity of
employed members of the middle classes whose professional position rests upon a measure of
professional skills acquired by elite training.

Table 2.

The Share of Transylvania in the Hungarian Intellectual Professions in 1910%°.

24 They truely deserve this name since they represented the equivalents of the highest three or four grades of the
8 year post primary tracks, the intake of commercial and other vocational institutions being constituted of pupils
with 4 years of classical or non classical (polgari iskolai) post-primary training.

21> computed from VKM Jelentés 1896, 84-85.

218 Al data, if it is not indicated otherwise, was computed from MStK 56, 434-609 (for private employees) and
674-781 for free professionals and publicly employed (in state, Church, municipal or county services). These
data refer fundamentally to the main educated middle class sectors of contemporary Hungarian society. Private
employees /magéanhivatalnokok/ were included here rather than owners of private entreprises, because they were



Transylvania Hungary

Active population®’ 15,2 100,0 (= 7.750.973)
Private employees in forestry 8,9 100,0 (= 1735)
Private employees in mining 24,8 100,0 (= 1.538)
Private employees in industry 7,3 100,0 (= 26.498)
Private employees in trade 7,2 100,0 (= 37.312)
Private employees in transportation 7,5 100,0 (= 20.624)
Private employees in agricultue 9,4 100,0 (= 9.611)
All private employees 7,8 100,0 (97.318)
Lawyers 10,2 100,0 (= 6.743)
Other legal employees, judges, attorneys 16,2 100,0 (= 12.591)
Medical doctors 9,9 100,0 (= 5514)
Other medical and para-medical professionals 12,5 100,0 (= 18341)
Private ingeneers 7,2 100,0 (= 1.353)
All free professionals (including those not cited above) 11,5 100,00 (= 48.344)
Employees in military forces?*® 14,6 100,0 (= 9.687)
All Church and educational services 16,2 100,0 (= 57.713)
All civil services 14,2 100,0 (= 49.155)
All intellectual professionals 13,7 100,0 (181.788)

The table on the intellectual professions displays a singular duality indeed thanks to
the weak presence of ’'modern’ intellectuals and the relative over-representation of traditional
brackets of those performing non manual services, even when they cannot necessarily be
qualified as intellectual activities proper. Transylvania appears here seriously backward, as
compared to the rest of Hungary, since in most professional branches cited the region was
heavily under-represented.

This weakness is particularly striking as to the managerial staff of the private
economy, where most often the share of Transylvania hardly exceeded the half of its
proportion in the active population (male and female). In industry, trade and transportations —
that is, in the recently developed sectors of the post-feudal era — the Transylvanian
proportions remained below half of the share of the province int he active population of the
country. Only in the most traditional sectors was the region somewhat better staffed on the
executive and managerial level, with rather poor scores though even in agriculture and
forestry, but with a spectacular over-representation in mining. This latter fact had to do with
the central position of the region in the sector of mineral extraction sector in Hungary, due to
its exceptionally rich material resources : the ’intellectual” staff of mining was however the

at that time holding much more generally educational assets than members of the *independent’ bourgeoisie
themselves. In 1910 for example 76 % of employees in agriculture as against 7 % of landowners, 82 % of
industrial employees as against 11 % of craftsmen and industrialists, 77% of employees in trade and banking as
against 20 % of traders and bankers, 75 % of transport employees as against 20 % of entrepreneurs in
transportation had accomlished at least 4 classes of secondary school. Cf. MStK 64, 270.

1T MSTK 64, 309.

18 |pid. Loc. cit.



smallest of all sectors statistically distinguished, a mere 1,6 % of non manuals (white collars)
in private employment..

A similar observation can be made for the ’real intellectuals’ (tulajdonképeni
értelmiség®®) in indigenous statistical terms, that is, free professionals, civil and semi-civil
servants (teachers, clerics). In Transylvania free professionals were generally under-
represented, and this rather heavily, especially in the best qualified professions, the income of
which depend on personal skills and commitment, like doctors and lawyers. This was much
less the case of less qualified non manuals in the same professional branches, in law (where
assistant lawyers and employees formed the majority of the sector) or in the para-medical
sector (where midwives made up the vast majority of the sector). Thus the higher the
qualification, the lower was the share of Transylvania in the sector. This observation applies
also to the civil servic (in state, county and municipal employment), military as well as in
semi-public (teachers’ and clerical) professions, where the province was much better
represented (in administrative civil service actually somewhat over-represented). Most of
those concerned here (priests, primary school teachers, county or municipal employees,
military officers?®®) did not have full university training, often lacking secondary school
graduation as well.??* Not even all teachers in activity could prevail of a due qualification as
demanded by state regulations, though normal schools offered only secondary level training.
Thus the bulk of Transylvanian intelligentsia was relatively under-qualified, compared to the
county wide average.

This conclusion raises the much more general problem of the degree of modernisation
of Transylvania in the Dualist Era. Modernisation is of course a manifold notion with a
number of different meanings, following essentially the ways and means of its appreciation or
measurement. But some aspects of modernisation — like urbanisation, the development of
public services (such as health care or education proper) regarded as vital in a post-feudal
society, - are demonstrably connected to the local availability of educational capital either as a
cause or a consequence. Herewith | have collected a number of very different indicators of
modernisation converging towards an overall definition of the level of development liable to
affect education which the province had reached by the final phase of the period.

Table 3.
Indicators of Modernisation in Transylvania related to Hungary as a whole

Transylvania Hungary

% of the population in 19007 14,7 100,0 (= 16.722,000)
% of the population outside Budapest in 1900%%® 15,6  100,0 (= 14.447 000)
19 |pid., 309.

220 Officers of the national Honvéd Army were, in principle, trained at the Ludovica Akadémia with a three years
curriculum, but access to the Academy did not require érettségi (Matura), only the completion of eight years
secondary education. But many officers of lower career expectations had only a much more modest cadet school
training. See Tibor Hajdu, Tisztikar és kozéposztaly, Ferenc Jozsef magyar tisztjei /Officer corps and middle
class, the Hungarian officers of Franz Joseph/, Budapest, Histdria-MTA Torténettudomanyi Intézet, 1999, 215.
221 According to one recently identified contemporary document 51 % of city and county employees did not
possess in 1881 a degree of higher education and 24 % of them not even a full secondary school training. See the
Fokimutatas arrol, hogy a megyei és varosi torvényhatosagi, tovabba a rendezett tandcsu varosi valasztott
tisztviseldk a megjelélt allomasokban 1881-ben tényleg milyen képzettséggel (qualificatioval) birtak /Statement
about the real qualification of elected officials in county, city and other municipal employment in 1881/, in
Képvisel6hazi iromanyok, V1. kotet 1881-1884 (141. szamU iromany), Budapest, 1882, 114. | am indebted to
Peter Tibor Nagy for the discovery of and the permission to use this document.

222 \IStK 27, 6-7.



% of deaths under medical control®**

men 1901-1902

men 1912-13

women 1901-1902

women 1912-1913
% of pharmacies outside Budapest in 1905 ?°
% of hospital beds outside Budapest in 1905°%°
% of deaths due to tuberculosis (outside Budapest) in 191
% of the urban population (outside Budapest)**®

in 1869

in 1900

in 1910

227
4

% of all mail received (outside Budapest) in 1905%%°
300.995)

% of telegrams received (outside Budapest) in 1905%*°
% of telephone conversations (outside Budapest)®*
52.777)

% of condemnations for crimes against persons in 1905%
% of condemnations for crimes against property in 1905°%
% of condemnations for petty offences in 1905%*
507.353)

% of electors among men above 20 years (elections of 1906)

235

28,6
31,0
27,5
28,9
12,6
17,4
14,9

91
11,0
13,1

11,2

19,3
17,8

12,4

% of capital in institutions of credit (outside Budapest), 1905%% ..12 5

% of institutions of credit (outside Budapest), 19007

18,4

% of capital insured against fire (outside Pest county) 1900%%®

4.134.000)
% of capital insured against frost (outside Pest county), 190

% of emigrants in 1905%*°

0239

3,8

49,1
53,3
48,1
53,1
100,0 (= 2004)
100,0 (= 23.403)
100,0 (=52.198)

12,6
14,4
16,3
12,0 100,0 (=
100,0 (=50,412)
15,7 100,0 (=

100,0 (= 68.360)
100,0 (= 42.891)
21,1 100,0 (=

24,4
100,0 (=1.879.000)
100,0 (= 2.523)

9,8 100,0 (=

100,0 (245.527)

15,2 100,0 (139.000)

223 |hid. Loc. cit.

224 Medicalisation files in the Archives of the Central Statistical Office in Budapest.

225 |bid. Loc. cit.
226 Ibid. Loc. cit.
22T MISE 1914, 43.

228 Computed from a combination of data in MStK 27, 7, MStK 27, 98 and MStK 64, 19.

229 Kormanyjelentés 1905, 264.
20 1hid. Loc. cit.

21 1hid. Loc. cit.

22 |pid. 477.

23 1hid. Loc. cit.

234 1hid.457.

235 |pid., 421.

236 1hid 293.

7 MStE 1900, 277.

238 1hid. 305-306.

239 1hid. 307-308.

0 Kormanyjelentés 1905, 56.



% of emigrants in 1914%* 29,0  100,0 (85.950)

% of members of workers’ health insurance schemes

(outside Budapest), in 1905%*? 11,2 100,0 (= 408.968)
in 1910-1912%% 15,1  100,0 (=809.833)

% of industrial entreprises (outside Budapest) in 1899%** 13,5 100,0 (= 1.854)
% of members of industrial corporations (outside Budapest), 1900%*° 4,5  100,0 (= 205.600)
% of the active population in agriculture in 19004 749 65,7

in 1910* 706 615
% of the active population in industry in 1900 9,4 14,3

in 1910** 12,1 17,0

The indicators listed here, however numerous they appear to be, cannot offer but a
scanty insight into the modernisation process of Transylvania, since most of them have a
limited historical or chronological scope. They carry still important messages as to the
evaluation of the post-feudal development of the province, being concentrated on the final
period of the Dualist Era.

The picture drawn by the indicators is on the whole consistent with the hypothesis of a
genera under-development of the region as compared to the rest of the country. This is
manifest in the economic realm, for which all the indices resorted to show the persistent
preponderance of rather archaic structures. This is obvious in the prevalence of agriculture —
and, moreover, that of the biggest latifundia®° -, the low impact of industrialisation — which
has already been substantiated above in the rarity of industrial employees -, the scarcity of
capital assets of institutions of credit (in spite of the relatively big number of institutions of
credit), as well as the extremely modest proportions of members of industrial corporations
(including the patrons and the staff of petty industry). Under-capitalization appears to be a
permanent feature in the regional economy, as shown by the weakness of investments in basic
insurance policies, but also in urban and infrastructural equipments, for example in
communication systems. The region remained significantly under-urbanised throughout the
whole period as compared to other Hungarian territories outside Budapest, though the
indicator to this effect take only into account cities with specific administrative qualifications
independently from the size of their population.

A similar image is designed by the social indicators of the state of the population..
Though Transylvania was well endowed with hospitals by the end of the Dualist Era, these
must have been concentrated in cities only, hence this was not contradictory with the serious
under-development showed by the rest of health services — especially, as displayed in table 2,
the under-representation of medical doctors in the region . This was also expressed in the
demonstrably very poor level of medicalization of the population. In the early 20th century

1 1bid. 1914, 52.

#42 1bid. 1905, 162-163.

#3 |bid. 1914, 136-137.

244 MStE 1900, 140.

2% |bid. 151-152.

246 MStE 1913, 29.

7 |bid. Loc. cit.

8 |bid. Loc. cit.

9 |bid. Loc. cit.

20 10 1910 still almost one fourth ( 23,2 %) of big landed properties of 1000 holds and over and 20 % of all of
100 holds and over were located in Transylvania. Computed from MStE 1913, 75.



Transylvanian women benefited almost half as often as in the whole country from medical
care when suffering from fatal illness. It is true though, that the province could prevail of a
relatively good score as far as fatalities due to tuberculosis were concerned, which could may
be attributed to the "natural living conditions’ in an under-urbanized and under-industrialized
region.

Another interesting issue has to do here with crime. If one cannot do justice to the
consistently high Transylvanian crime rates with a summary interpretation, this may be
among other things the sign of a measure of under-administration of the population,
generating a certain lack of domestication and social control of the rank and file, as well as —
possibly — a conflictual coexistence of various ethnic and cultural clusters. One can percieve
this particularly in the frequency of petty crime as well as in that of agressions against
physical persons.

It is not astonishing that such a mixture of under-modernization could result in a
growing trend of emigration by the very end of the period.

Such a multi-faceted snapshot of Transylvanian society could only cautiously be
summed up by such a far too overwhelming (and in several details incorrect) generalisation,
that economic under-development, industrial under-equipment and a relative under-education
of the population (at least in terms of literacy rates and levels of applied skills) were
consistent with archaic features of the school system as well.

If the presentation of this overall picture of selected aspects of Transylvania society is
regarded as indispensable — in form of a fundamental background information - for the study
of educational disparities in the region, one has now to turn to - behind this apparently
uniform facade — to the appreciation of extraordinary disparities of educational performances
observable inside the region between denominational groups. One should not forget though,
that much of our findings in the following can be interpreted only in the framework of the
general under-development of the province, duely reflected — contrary to appearances — in the
state of educational capital pertaining to the clusters under scrutiny. This means that we
should not be astonished to face — logically enough, to be true - aspects of relative *under-
modernisation’ within some of the denominational brackets dealt with, as compared to other
territorial fractions of the same bracket in contemporary Hungary.

The general denominational hierarchy of education in Transylvania (by gender and
residence).

The first observation concerns the very sharp hierarchical order of educational
attainments by denominations in Transylvania which can be best observed in the combined
region wide data published in the final pages of our book or in table 4, where all the relevant
information is synthetically presented, including disparities due to gender and residence.

One has to remark here that our urban category is a rather shaky one, referring only to
Kolozsvar/Cluj and Marosvasarhely/Trgu Mures, the two cities distinguished in contemporary
statistics as settlements with *autonomous legislative entitlement’ /6nallé torvényhatdsagi
jogu varos/.*! Thus, obviously enough, the urban-rural (city-county) opposition serves here

51 This is a serious bias in our data bank, impossible to overcome, given the preorganised nature of the raw data.
It is especially harmful that cities like Brassd/Brasov — the biggest educational center in the region (and even in
the whole country outside Budapest) with five classical secondary schools for boys by 1910 (hosting 1314
pupils)- and Nagyszeben/Sibiu - with two secondary schools, hosting 724 pupils - could not be classified in the
urban population. Kolozsvar/Cluj had at that time three similar institutions with 1216 pupils and
Marosvasarhely/Trgu Mures two, with 735 pupils. These were to be sure the only places with more than one
gymnasium and/or reéliskola in contemporary Transylvania. (MStE, 1911, 375-378.) If Kolozsvar/Cluj was
certainly the largest settlement in the region with close to 61.000 inhabitants in 1910 (though far from the biggest
among cities of the same administrative status in the country), Brassé/Brasov came second with 41.000 and



merely as a reminder of the importance pertaining to the residential distribution of relevant
observations, without being capable of a proper exploration of this dimension of educational
inequalities. In historical reality, the weight of Kolozsvar/Cluj is certainly exagerated here, as
compared to other Transylvanian urban populations, because of the unique ’locality’ or
vicinity effect of the University of Kolozsvar to attract students who had been born, educated
or living in the city itself. Among medical students of the University between 1872 and 1918
for example, some 8 % were born there, 15 % lived there with their family and 24 % had been
educated in one of the gymnasiums of the town®? which hosted around 1900 less than 3 % of
the Transylvanian population.®®® Thus the level of education of urban clusters in our tables is

excessively inflated, as against the level liable to be observed in other urban environments in
the region.

Table 4.
Estimation of the global differentials of confession related inequalities of education in
Transylvania (mean number of years of school attendance, 1910)%*

m e n women
counties towns counties towns

Roman Catholics 3,0 5,85 2,1 3,8
Greek Catholics 1,1 2,0 0,45 11
Calvinists 2,7 4,3 1,9 2,8
Lutherans 3,6 7,35 2,9 52
Greek Orthodox 1,3 3,3 0,7 14
Unitarians 2,9 6,3 19 3,1
Jews 4,3 6,1 2,9 3,9
together 2,0 4,7 1,3 3,1

The message of the table must be combined with the stratified data of our book for a
proper interpretation.

Considering first the evidence related to men, the general educational scores of Jews
proved to be manifestly the best, since their representation among those with the highest
attainments (8 secondary classes and more) exeeded by a factor surpassing 3-4 times the
average. Taken as a whole, as on table 4, the advantage of Jewish men appears to be more
limited, but still far ahead of all other clusters considered.

Nagyszeben/Sibiu third with 33.500, both of the latter outnumbering Marosvasarhely/Trgu Mures with 25.500
souls only. (MStK 64, 19.)

#2\/ Karady, L. Nastasa, op. cit. 102-104.

3 The special "locality” effect of Kolozsvar/Cluj is clearly demonstrated by the fact that in the years 1890/91
and 1894/5 as many as 177 students of the three Hungarian university (including the Pest Polytecnic) originated
from Kolozs county as against 49 only from Brass6/Brasov county, but 75 % of the former and only 33 % of the
latter attended the University of Kolozsvar/Cluj. Data computed from the VKM Jelentés of respective years.

4 The schooling period in years is estimated via a coding system whereby a mean number of years of schooling
was calculated ba a system of equivalences as follows : 8 years of secondary education and above = 13 years, 6
years of secondary education = 11, 4 years of secondary education = 9, literacy (Writing and Reading) = 3,
illiteracy = 0. The higher the score, the better the estimated average educational performance of the whole group.
Such an estimate is an empirical construction of an obviously somewhat arbitrary nature, so that it cannot be
taken at face value as a true account of actual schooling investments in years. However, since this the

empirically uncontrollable bias applies equally to all groups under scrutiny, it offers fair guarantees for a reliable
comparison.



Roman Catholics come second on this ladder with approximately twice as many
educated males above 4 secondary classes than the average, but they are followed closely by
Lutherans - with almost as good levels for men with some secondary training, and indeed
much better scores for those with primary school education. This is why the global score of
Lutherans in table 4 is significantly above those of Roman Catholics.

Unitarians were somewhat below them, but with very high ranking in the generation of
the youngest adults. Their general scores come fourth in the scale presented on table 4.
Calvinists found their position much lower on this rank order. However, they too significantly
exceeded the mean level of attainments.

The regional average, obviously enough, was most heavily depressed by the the two
Christian groups of Greek persuasion, which displayed rock bottom levels, with a slight
advantage for the Greek Catholics (Uniates) in higher levels of education. Limited as it may
be, this advantage for the Uniate group appears to be significant indeed only for those with 8
or 6 and 4 secondary classes, the proportions of which exceeded systematically those among
Orthodox (Greek Oriental) men. But, contrary to expectations, the Uniates were rather
markedly over-represented among illiterates as well. This is why their overall scores in table 4
are regularly the lowest of all, below those of the Orthodox.

Thus, one is duely entitled to sum up the hierarchy of male educational achievements
in Transylvania by referring to a polarised structure with Jews and the Oriental Christians
representing the two opposite poles. But a case should be equally made for exceptions and
deviances according to levels of measurement. The hierarchy may be somewhat (but not
fundamentally) different following the message carried by different indicators of different
kind.

This general hierarchy applies largely to women as well, but there again, with some
variations.

The overall feminine pattern denotes of course a level incomparably beneath that of
men. We are still in a period, when women’s formal training was under-institutionalised with
very few secondary schools accessible for girls?®®, and generally neglected as compared to
young males. The higher the level of education concerned, the more pronounced gender
differences may appear, with the exception of the 4 secondary classes level, where women
remained more often gathered than men in absolute numbers and proportions. On the level of
primary education, inequalities of gender tended already to vanish in the early 20th century
country wide®®, which will be to some extent manifest in our Transylvania data bank too, but
probablz less than elsewhere in Hungary— due precisely to local circumstances depressing in
large regional and confessional sectors the demand for primary education.

Jewish preeminence was not at all so pronounced for women as for men. It asserted
itself above all on the lowest levels of certified training, among the literates and those with 4
secondary school classes (but there exceeding the average by a mean factor of 5). But Jews
fell slighly behind Roman Catholics among those with 8 secondary school classes or more
and behind Lutherans in terms of literacy. This is why the global Jewish scores in table 4
appeared to be modest on the whole, in the same range as those of Roman Catholics and
slightly even below those of Lutherans. For the rest, the hierarchy proved to be quite similar
to the one observed among men. with a stronger relative preeminence of Lutherans, but also
with good positions of Roman Catholics, a somewhat poorer performance of Unitarians
together very closely with Calvinists and, at the bottom of the rank order, a relatively less bad

% |n 1910 girls constituted a mere 8 % of all secondary school pupils (MStE 1911, 382) and even less (2,3 %)
among those taking an érettségi (Matura) exam. (Data from MSE, and A magyar kozépiskolak statisztikaja
1932/33 tanévig, /Statistics of Hungarian secondary schools till the year 1932/3/, Budapest, 1934, 55.

% |n 1913 for example there were less girls than boys in schooling age among Magyars, Germans and
Slovakians failing to attend a school. See MStE 1915, 240.



showing of the Greek Orthodox as compared to the Greek Catholics. There again, the relative
advantage of the Orthodox was exclusively due to a less desastrously low proportion of
illiterate women, still making up the majority in both clusters — except among the youngest
Orthodox girls. The two Greek denominations were actually lacking almost entirely a highly
educated feminine bracket, with less than 0,1 % with 8 classes or above (that is, one out of
some 1700 Orthodox and 2100 Greek Catholics !).

Taken as a whole, two remarks may help to qualify gender differences in our findings.

The first one concerns the absolute rarity of women with advanced elite training (8
classes and over) as compared to men. If this was spectacular, worth of a special mention, for
denominations of Greek ritual, the same applies — though to a lesser degree to be sure — to all
the other clusters. Transylvanian women at that time reached rarely and for obvious reasons
(deficit in elite schooling facilities offering a training to girls equivalent to that reserved for
boys®") the level of higher education, from which they had been formally excluded till 1895
and where they suffered to all kinds of incapacities and limitations till much later, in some
fields till the end of the old regime in 1945. The lack of girls’ secondary schools seems to be
particularly flagrant in Transylvania, since as late as 1910, there were only two such
institutions (in Kolozsvar/Cluj and in Marosvasarhely/Trgu Mures) out of 35 in Hungary, and
— accordingly - they hosted a mere 5,6 of female secondary school pupils of the country.?*®
Thus the scarcity of highly educated women may be regarded as a ’structural’ consequence of
sorts of the available educational supply.

The second remark has more specifically to do with Jews, for which the gender
differencials in educational performance were maximum, as most clearly displayed in table 4.
In terms of the estimated average number of years of school attendance the difference
between Jewish men and women in the counties was 1,4 year while in all other clusters the
same disparity did not exceed 1 year (with 0,6 and 0,7 year for Greek Catholics, Lutherans
and Orthodox). Such relative neglect of women’s education may be attributed to the survival
or the repercussion of traditional patterns of educational strategies particular to Orthodox
Jewry, possibly with some long term effects on those families remaining in its orbit, without
breaking with established ways. In this pattern boys’ advanced training used to be over-
stressed while women were not particularly encouraged to share it, being properly excluded
from the benefit of higher religious instruction in yeshivot. As a consequence, among other
things, Jewish women possessed on the whole less special surplus of educational proclivity
drawn from ’religious intellectualism’ than Jewish men, liable to be converted into secular
educational assets. If women were evidently much less educated than men among Christians
as well, their under-education can be viewed more as a result of educational *market
conditions’ and their own class, confession, sub-culture and region specific ’social condition’
(as it shall be explored further on) than as the outcome of a cluster specific anti-feminine bias
of sorts.

At this point we have to dwell shortly on residential differences, although, as stated
above, our evidence on urban groups is restricted to two cities, Kolozsvar/Cluj and
Marosvasarhely/Tirgu Mures. Residential disparities are indeed a regular feature of
educational inequalities for at least two major reasons. Cities offer the widest variety and the
highest quality of educational opportunities on the supply side — in the case of Transylvania,
Kolozsvar hosted throughout the Dualist period three classical gymnasiums together with the
second university of the country -, on the one hand. On the other hand, major urban functions
in terms of regional administration, legal and health services, big investments in industry,
banking and trade, etc. provide for the concentration of the highly skilled manpower in or
around cities. Both of these circumstances increase the presence of the educated in urban

27 Though girls were allowed to take exams in boys” gymnasiums as "private (not attending) pupils’.
28 MStE 1911, 333.



settings. Hence there is nothing surprising about the big distance separating educational scores
between the two Transylvanian cities and the remaining territory of the region, as shown in
table 4. The gap is particularly striking among Unitarians, Greek Orthodox and Lutheran men
but also, more generally, among all the Christians as against Jews. Thus educated Christians
of all denominations appear to have been much more concentrated in cities, while the
education of Jewish men and women seems to have been more balanced or equally distributed
id different residential environments.

Given these well perceptible religious cluster specific differences in Transylvania, the
question arises about their local specificity. In more concrete terms, one can wonder whether
observed educational attainments of various denominations in this region correspond to the
general educational level of respective clusters in the whole country or not, and if not in what
sense ? Table 5 is destined to yield responses to this interrogation through a synthetic
comparison of our findings inTransylvanian to those of the rest of Hungarian territories
outside Budapest. The exclusion of Budapest is justified here, like above, by its special
position in the contemporary Hungarian social space as well as in the educational market. We
apply here a comparison between provinces unbiassed by the enormous weight of the capital
city, the inclusion of which would have introduced a basic disequilibrium between the terms
of our comparison.

Table 5.
The Share of Transylvania by Denominations in the Educated clusters *° and the General
Population of Hungary outside Budapest**® (1910)

% of Transylvanians among those of the same religion
in Hungary outside Budapest
literate men with literate women with  population

men®®* 8 classes 4 classes women?®? 8 classes 4 classes

Roman Catholics 4.1 % 99% 11,0% 3,7% 9,8 % 8, 7% 4.4 %
Greek Catholics 356% 342% 355% 30,7% 299% 277% 375%

Calvinists 136% 219% 277% 125% 275% 249% 159%
Lutherans 179% 246% 332% 189% 331% 259% 18,1%
Greek Orthodox 288% 383% 444% 318% 264% 221% 341%
Unitarians 934% 761% 816% 972% 828% 816% 912%
Jews 9,0 % 81% 88% 86% 74% 7,9 % 9,1%

The message of table 5 refers to the comparison between the share of Transylvanians
among the educated and the general population in provincial Hungary belonging to the same
religious clusters. The indications drawn from the table are demonstrative enough.

The educated display a stark over-representation among Transylvanian Roman
Catholics (much exceeding the double of the share Transylvanian Roman Catholics in the
country’s population, except for the merely literates), but also — though to a somewhat lesser
degree — among Lutherans and — still significantly enough — Calvinists (there again except for
literates only). Thus the three big "Western’ Christian groups have more or less in common to
show a high level of over-education in Transylvania on the advanced levels of elite training
relative to their coreligionists in the remaining country. This very fact may be, by the way, the

9 Data computed from our book and MStK 61, 536-543.

2%0 computed from Kormanyjelentés 1914, 14.

281 |n the census category “other literates’ outside those with more advanced learning.
%2 As in the precedent footnote.



reason why they appear to be mediocry represented among those with basic literacy only,
since the letter exclude those with more advanced learning. Interestingly enough, the same
applied to some extent to Greek Orthodox men as well (except for those with basic literacy
only), while Greek Orthodox women shared with their Greek Catholic sisters a severe under-
representation among all the educated, compared to other women of the same religious
clusters in provincial Hungary. The three other groups — Transylvanian Jews, Unitarians and
Greek Catholics for once united - appear to have been significantly under-represented among
their educated coreligionists in the country. Jewish and Greek Catholics women in
Transylvania suffered much more from relative educational disadvantages than men. This
means that for the bulk of "Western Christians’ Transylvania was an educational stronghold in
the country, while for Eastern Christians and Jews it was rather an intellectual backwater of
sorts, especially for female members of their communities. This observation offers a direct
explanation for the generally mediocre schooling scores of Transylvania, particularly in the
primary sector, observed above in the first sub-chapter of this study. If the Transylvanian
majority groups of Greek ritual were globally under-represented among the educated of their
clusters in the country, together with Jews — the otherwise intellectually best endowed
religious cluster -, this was a sufficient cause for the less than passable state of education in
the region.

At this juncture one would need a circumstantial historical investigation into the roots
of such regional inequalities, that is, the reasons for which Transylvanians of various
denominational brackets benefited more from or, on the contrary, were handicapped as
regards to educational opportunities compared to other regional clusters of their denomination
in provincial Hungary. One could refer here to the special promotional effect for matters
educational of the political, economic and otherwise ’social’ competition between *Western
Christian’ elites (the three privileged ’nations’ — Magyars, Széklers — both divided between
Catholics and Calvinists - and Saxons, almost exclusively Lutherans) dominating the region
during the last feudal centuries. Rather than resorting to such sweeping generalisations of
doubtful heuristic efficiency, | would reserve a tentative interpretation thanks to the recourse
to a number of local socio-historical variables in the last chapter of this essay.

Sub-regional inequalities.

It is time to achieve the presentation of the global educational inequalities with a view
focused on local variants in counties and the two cities. Table 6 offers a synthetic overview of
this kind of data.

Table 6.
Estimation of local differentials of confession related inequalities of education in
Transylvania (mean number of years of school attendance, 1910)%
l. MEN

Counties and cities Roman  Greek Calvi- Luther Greek Unita- Jews All
Cath. Cath. nists ians Orth. rians

Also Fehér 47 125 30 29 12 42 50 1,75
(5,00 (388) (103) (3,3) (40,2) (0,6) (3,3) (100,0)

%63 The average schooling period in years is estimated like above for table 4. In brackets are indicated, like in
each page of the data bank, the proportion of respective denominational groups in the population of the county or
the city concerned. The total (100,0) includes small denominational groups not specified in the data.
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On may question the usefulness of such a detailed presentation of our main results as
summarised above. Our essential justification would rest on its heuristic potential for local
and sub-regional studies of social history. This can certainly not be our focus here. But such
an overview of county-wide denominational data on levels of education may also lead to
some general insights into unsuspected social conditions of over- and under-investment in
education otherwise impossible to attest.

The most manifest of such territory related correlation has to do simply with gross
residential inequalities. In this regard cities must be treated separately, since — for reasons
recalled earlier — their educational status was different from all other residential environments.
Still, contrary to expectations it is worth to be stressed that the two cities distinguished in our
data bank did not display a highly privileged situation in the rank order of our sub-regions
(counties and cities). If they obviously belonged to the administrative units with the best
educational scores — Kolozsvar/Cluj somewhat being ahead of Marosvasarhely/Trgu Mures —
their pre-eminent position was mostly limited to the performance of men, much less to that of
women. For the latter, Nagy-Kukillé county, for one, had identical scores than
Marosvasarhely and not significantly below the level of Kolozsvar/Cluj at that.

Now this remark about differentials opposing cities and counties may be extended
distinctly to most denominational groups, one by one. Indeed if one considers the rank order
of educational attainments cited, the two cities came almost exceptionally first (in four cases
among twenty eight 1) among territorial units with the highest scores for both genders. None
of the denominational groups (men and women) under scrutiny showed their best scores
respectively in Marosvasarhely/Trgu Mures, while this was the case of Roman Catholic men
and women as well as Lutheran and Greek Orthodox men in Kolozsvar/Cluj only. Thus, the
residential privilege of cities did not apply as regards each specific territory, but only globally
and, as such, must be challenged as a universal working hypothesis. One main reason for this
might however be linked to nothing else but the problematic and indeed insufficiently
inclusive and discreet character of the urban category at our disposal — with only two cities
included, and at that not even the biggest ones, or those best endowed with schooling
facilities, as stated above.

Considering counties only, outside the two cities, one can identify a systematically
valid rank order with Brasso, Nagy-Kikill6 and Szeben on top of the list (with the best
educational scores both for men and women), followed more or less closely by the Székler
counties (Haromszék, Udvarhely and lastly Csik), while Szolnok-Doboka and Kolozs,
together with Torda Aranyos were relegated to the bottom of the ladder. Now in this
geographic hierarchy of educational achievements it is not difficult to perceive the impact of
social and ethnic particularities. The three top counties represented territorial reservations of
the historic Universitas Saxorum, with the largest share of German Lutherans in their
population (ranging from 26 % to 42 %), as compared to all other counties. The Székler
counties were almost exclusively inhabited by the privileged Székler ‘nation’ with a Roman
Catholic majority (of 80 %) in Csik, Haromszék and Udvarhely being made up of a majority
almost equally shared by Roman Catholics and Calvinists.

Now one does not need to resort to any kind of ‘ethnicist’ variables to interpret such
differences. Let it suffice to state that the three *Saxon’ counties hosted more than a third (12
out of 33) of gymnasiums and reéliskolak as well as polgarik (10 out of 31) at the end of the



Dualist Era®®* (with a mere 16 % of the Transylvanian population in 1910%®®). At the bottom

line of the educational hierarchy Kolozs (outside Kolozsvar/Cluj), Szolnok-Doboka and
Torda-Aranyos had altogether 2 gymnasiums and 4 polgari only to serve for not far from one
fourth — 24 % - of the Transylvanian population...?*® This is not to attempt a comprehensive
explanation of the observed geographic inequalities, only to warn against ‘culturalist’
simplifications and generalisations when there are well established infrastructural realities to
account for such findings.

A more general remark about geographical inequalities concerns the relationship
between the size and the proportion of respective clusters in the local population and their
educational attainments. In diaspora situations, when the group in question makes up a small
fraction only of the population, educational scores can be unexpectedly high. This applies for
example rather well to Lutherans, whose best scores were not identified in their demographic
strongholds but in counties like Torda-Aranyos, Csik or Hunyad, where their share in the
local population hardly exceeded 1 %. A negative variation to this apparent regularity can be
observed with Jews, whose lowest scores were registered in counties where they remained
present in larger numbers, beyond 5 % of the local population, that is Szolnok-Doboka and
Beszterce-Naszod. In this case however we have to do with the most traditionalist
communities, an extension of the ultra-orthodox North-Eastern counties of the Hungarian
Kingdom (Maramaros, Szatméar and Szilagy), with their established Hassidic brackets and
other clusters pursuing archaic ways and, among other things, not only disregarding but
openly forbidding secular studies for their offspring. In these counties, in spite of a relatively
large concentration of Jews, there was just one Jewish primary school of public status. Jews
could of course attend other schools as well, whether state or municipality run or even
Christian ones, but this is precisely what many strictly Orthodox Jewish families would rule
out. Now, traditional education would less often (in chederim) or not at all (in yeshivot)
include girls on the one hand and, offered in Yiddish, would not always be conducive to
certified literacy or higher levels of instruction recognised by public authorities, on the other
hand.

Thus, obviously enough, such regional inequalities cannot be accounted for in purely
‘culturalist’ terms. The social inequalities behind ethnic and regional differences must be first
made responsible, as a working hypothesis, for geographic as well as other, notably
denominational disparities of educational performances. This will be attempted below, in our
last subsection. However, before getting egaged in such an interpretation, we have still to
report on two kinds of both technically and socio-historically intriguing aspects of our data
bank, relationships between levels of education and age specific inequalities.

Disparities by levels of education : literacy and advanced learning.

Taken as a whole, the evidence of our tables manifests an extraordinary diversity of
levels of certified education, the gap between the most and the less advanced groups being
substantial. To boot, in each denominational cluster the proportion of those with the highest
attainments was far from correlating regularly with similarly high proportions of those with 4
or 6 secondary classes or simple literates. We can pursue the study of this diversity on the
basis of some details of our tables allowing further qualifications of the given general
hierarchy. They indeed bring into the picture elements capable to modify to some extent the
main patterns hitherto identified.

6% Computed from Magyar varosok statisztikai évkonyve /Statistical Yearbook of Hungarian cities/, I, Budapest,
1912, 480-481. Data for 1907/8.

26> Computed from MStE 1911, 14.

286 Same references as in the preceding footnotes.



The first qualification of that order must bear upon discrepancies related to literacy
levels and the proportions of the highly educated. While among males, Jews and Roman
Catholics surpass Lutherans (and by the same token, incidentally, all the other groups) with
high proportions of their best educated brackets, levels of literacy of rank and file Lutherans
(with only 3-4 % of illiterates among adolescent and young adult males) were definitely
significantly better than those of all other groups, including Jews (who had at least 6 %
illiterates in their younger adult age groups) and Roman Catholics (with at least as much as 12
% illiterates in their younger adult age groups). Even Unitarians (8 %) and Calvinists (11 %)
displayed lower proportions of illiterates in the age group of 12-14 years than among similar
Roman Catholic adolescents (13 %). Rates of illiteracy were of course of a much higher order
among those of Greek ritual, but while the majority of Greek Catholics had no certified
writing and reading skills, this applied to a large but nevertheless minority only of young
Greek Orthodox (39 % in the 12-14 age bracket).

Similar but not identical discrepancies can be found among women. The contrast was
indeed stark between the very low illiteracy rate of Lutherans (less than 5 % in all young age
groups, and in some of these brackets even remarkably lower than among male Lutheran
adolescents) as well as the somewhat higher rates of Jews (6-9 % among adolescents and
young adults) and the much higher ones of Roman Catholics (13-16 % in similar age
brackets). For the rest there was a comparable rank order as among males.

This means that the “educational hierarchy’ differed significantly following the way it
was measured. In more concrete terms among the three most educated denominational
clusters Jews and Roman Catholics were definitely surpassing Lutherans by their share among
those having obtained elite training, but they fell behind Lutherans as to the eradication of
illiteracy. Such a conclusion calls for at least three specific remarks.

The first concerns the specific status of Lutherans in Transylvanian society, since our
data call partially into question the commonly accepted idea of a general Lutheran over-
education, an apparent truism, if not a fallacy, of Transylvanian history.?®” All but a few
Transylvanian Lutherans were German speaking Saxons (formally 87 %, even in 1910, after
decades of *assimilationist’ policies in the country).?®® The *Saxon University’ — heritage of
the medieval organisation of the privileged Saxon community in feudal times -, did provide
apparently for the generalisation of literacy from very early on. Male Lutherans of the elderly
generations in 1910 for example, born between 1851 and 1860, displayed already a merely
marginal proportion of illiterates — 11 %, as compared even to Jews — 19 %, let alone Roman
Catholics — 39 %. Moreover, such early spread of basic education was equally extended over
Lutheran women, since in the same generations the latter had only 15 % of illiterates as
against a majority still (54 %) of Jewesses and as many as 63 % of Roman Catholics. The
efficiency of the Lutheran-Saxon school network is thus far from being a historical myth.
Merely it cannot be regarded as fully applicable to the same extent to the more advanced
levels of education, at least in Transylvania, may be in contrast — at least in some measure - to
what could be established in this respect for the whole Dualist Hungary.?* In table 5 above,

%7 See Joachim von Puttkamer, Schulalltag und nationale Integration in Ungarn, Miinchen, Oldenburg, 2003,
149-152.

%68 The most competent authors considered that practically all Lutherans in Transylvania were German Speaking
Saxons. See for example Nyarady R. Kéroly, Erdély népesedestorténete /History of the population in
Transylvania/, Budapest, Kozponti Statisztikai Hivatal, 2003, 178.

289 |f measured by various criteria, like the qualifications of érettségi exams, other marks obtained in the main
gymnasium subjects, access frequencies to higher education, Lutherans were on top of the hierarchy of school
excellence during and, indeed, even after the Dualist era in historic Hungary. See some of my studies relevant in
this respect : "Social Mobility, Reproduction and Qualitative Schooling Differentials in Old Regime Hungary",
History Department Yearbook 1994-1995, Central European University, Budapest, 134-156; ,,Zsidok és
evangélikusok a magyar iskolarendszerben” /Jews and Lutherans int he Hungarian educational system/ in



one can realise that the relative over-representation of Transylvanians among Lutherans of the
whole country was quite limited on the level of those with 8 secondary school classes or more
as compared to those with 4 classes.

The second remark is related to Jews who, though largely Magyarised by 1910 (with
74 % Magyar speakers in Transylvania) achieved this status only lately. This involved two
important qualifications of Jewish linguistic and educational skills. First, still one quarter of
them continued to profess Yiddish mother tongue or ’first usual language’, so they appeared
in statistical data as ’German speakers’. Indeed Yiddish was not recognised by the state as one
of the ’national’ or ’ethnic’ languages of the Monarchy, following the legal fiction that Jews
did not constitute a national minority’ (nemzetiség, Nationalitét) but a religious cluster only.
Second, Jewish male literacy, especially in the elderly generations, was considered rather
general, but acquired in traditional religious schools — chederim, yeshivot — and thus often
limited to Yiddish. Census inspectors, who did not, most of the times, have means to control
Yiddish literacy, such skills were not acknowledged as equivalent to literacy in one of the
official languages of the Empire. Yeshivot often trained their students in talmudic studies up to
an age beyond 20 years without issuing certifications accepted by state authorities (except the
exam for Orthodox Rabbis in the Pozsony Yeshiva). We do not know as yet, without further
research, whether such advanced religious learning qualified students for a classification in
the category of those with 6 or 8 secondary classes, but it is most probable that some Jewish
literate in Yiddish and/or Hebrew could be easily recorded as illiterates. Hence the officially
observed rate of Jewish literacy (as well as, possibly, more advanced levels of learning) must
have corresponded to actually higher (may be indeed much higher) intellectual competences,
which however lacked the usual certifications by recognised scholarly bodies. This remark,
far from modifying our conclusions, confirms one of its main findings, the relative Jewish
preeminence in matters educational in Transylvania which, as it has been established
elsewhere, corresponds to similar conclusions for the whole Dualist Hungary.?”® One can add
that, possibly, a part of the relative under-education of Transylvanian Jews as compared to the

Iskolarendszer és felekezeti egyenldtlenségek Magyarorszagon (1867-1945), Budapest, Replika-kényvek, 1997,
95-110 és ,,Nemzeti és felekezeti kisebbségek a budapesti egyetemeken a szazadfordulén” /National and
denominational minorities int he universities of Budapest around 1900/, u.0., 195-215.

2% See, besides my book in Hungarian, cited above, some of my other relevant studies : "Social
Mobility, Reproduction and Qualitative Schooling Differentials in Old Regime Hungary", op. cit.
(with Istvan Kemény) : « Antisémitisme universitaire et concurrence de classe : la loi de numerus
clausus en Hongrie entre les deux guerres », Actes de la Recherche en Sciences Sociales, 34, sept.
1980, 67-96; « Jewish Enrollment Patterns in Classical Secondary Education in Old Regime and Inter-
War Hungary », Studies in Contemporary Jewry (Bloomington), 1984, 1, 225-252 ; « Assimilation
and Schooling : National and Denominational Minorities in the Universities of Budapest around

1900 », in G. Ranki (ed.), Hungary and European Civilisation, Bloomington, Indiana University
Press, 1989, 285-319; « Jewish Over-Schooling in Hungary. Its Sociological Dimensions », in V.
Karady, W. Mitter (eds.), Sozialstruktur und Bildungswesen in Mitteleuropa / Social Structure and
Education in Central Europe, Kdln, Wien, Béhlau Verlag, 1990, 209-246; “Schulbildung und
Religion. Zu den ethnisch-konfessionellen Strukturmerkmalen der ungarischen Intelligenz in der
Zwischenkriegszeit ”, in Christoph Kodron, Botho von Kopp , Uwe Lauterbach, Ulrich Schéfer,
Gerlind Schmidt (Hrg.), Vergleichende Erziehungswissenschaft, Herausforderung, Vermittlung,
Praxis. Festschrift fir Wolfgang Mitter zum 70. Geburtstag, KéIn-Wien, Béhlau Verlag, Band 2.,
621-641. “ Jewish Over-Schooling Revisited : the Case of Hungarian Secondary Education in the Old
Regime (1900-1941), Yearbook of the Jewish Studies Programme, 1998/1999, Budapest, Central
European University, 2000, 75-91; (with Lucian Nastasa) The University of Kolozsvar/Cluj/Cluj and
the Students of the Medical Faculty (1872-1918), Cluj, Ethnocultural Diversity Resource Center,
Budapest-New York, Central European University Press, 2004, 392 pages.



provincial average of their coreligionists in Hungary, identified in table 5, may be attributed
to the above exposed “dissimulation effect” exerted by traditional schooling.

For an illustration of the fact that Jewish literacy could be acquired outside the official
school channels, let us quote data on the rates of schooling by denominations in 1890, an
early period when — following our generational data in this book — male Jewish illiteracy
reached already the level below 10 %, but when still close to one third of Jewish children
subject to obligatory schooling would not turn up in public schools. The findings show that 95
% of Lutherans, 82 % of Roman Catholics, 78 % of Unitarians, 77 of Calvinists of
compulsory school age were actually enrolled while only 65 % of Greek Catholics, 66 % of
Greek Orthodox and not much more than 69 % of Jews*’*. The hierarchy of enrollment
frequencies followed thus very closely that of educational performances observed in the
generational groups concerned in various denominations - except for Jews ! This could
happen only if we take into account those Jewish kids who attended chederim and yeshivot
only, instead of primary schools of public status. This occurred probably more often in
Transylvania than elsewhere in the country, since the network of Jewish primary schools of
public status proved to be indeed very small (7 altogether in 1900?"%). This involved also, by
the way, that Jews could attend practically only state or municipal schools, due to their
occasional difficulties to be accepted in Christian schools and/or their reluctance to attend
them. Preference for non confessional schools was a general and very special trend of Jewish
primary schooling at that time.?"

These circumstances of Jewish schooling are well reflected in the vast regional
differences of Jewish presence in primary schools of public status. As already recalled above,
in counties representing the main track of migration and settlement of the most traditional
Orthodox Jewry, the regional extensions of Galicianers, just South of Maramaros county, the
settlement center of Hungary’s Ostjuden — there were no Jewish schools of public status at all.
The rate of attendance of Jewish kids in the age of school obligation also remained for long
very low in the Eastern type Orthodoxy. For 1890 the proportions were only 52 % in Szolnok-
Doboka, 25 % im Maros-Torda (equal to that of Maramaros...) and 27 % in Kis-Kukullé
counties.?’* Some 37 % of Transylvanian Jewish children concerned lived in these counties at
that time.

Discontinuities between levels of elite training : the Jewish and the Gentile patterns.

Disregarding problems of regional disparities, the position of Jews remains singular as
to the distribution of those with various levels of schooling, compared to Christians.

Starting with the evidence on levels related to men, one striking difference opposes
Jews to all other groups as to their proportions with lower grade secondary schooling and
those with 8 classes or more, the latter representing the clusters having achieved education
due to the gentlemanly ruling class — including fully completed secondary school training

2™ Calculations made on the basis of information on the size of denominational populations subject to obligatory
schooling in A magyar kiralyi Vallas és Kozoktatasugyi miniszter jelentése az 1890-es evre, /Report of the royal
Hungarian minister of cults and public instruction for 1890/, Budapest, 1891, 154-155, and on those among them
who actually attended state recognised schools (ibid. 162-163).

272 Cf. MStE, 1901, 320.

2% Indeed Jews were the only confessional group around 1900 which sent a mere minority of its offspring to its
own confessional schools (37 % in 1904), the majority attending state oor municipal schools (48 %) or those of
other denominations (13 %) or private institutions (3 %). See my study : « Szegregacié, asszimilacié és
disszimilécid. Felekezetek az elemi iskolai piacon (1867-1942) » /Segregation, assimilation et dissimilation.
Denominations in the Hungarian school market, 1867-1942/, in Vilagossag (Budapest) 2003, XLI11/8-9, 61-83,
especially 78-80.
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with or without érettségi certification (Matura, Abitur)“” or equivalent®", together with,
occasionally, higher studies in universities, vocational academies or theological seminaries. It
is certainly a pity that the '8 classes’ category is not defined more clearly, especially that
those having begun or graduated from universities, academies or seminaries are not listed
discernibly here.

However imprecise our data may be, the main result in this context is that the
percentage of graduates of 8 secondary classes and above exceeded for all Christian males in
each age group that of those with only 4 secondary classes. The educational pyramid of
Christians proved thus to be grounded on a narrow basis with en enlargement on its top, with
the obvious exception for the 15-19 years age group in 1910 (most of its members being yet
technically unable to reach a level of 8 classes or beyond). Such an ‘inverted pyramid’ with
narrow basis was particularly striking for Unitarians, for whom men with 4 classes
represented mostly less than a mere third of those with 8 classes and above. For men of Greek
ritual similar discrepancies, insignificant or even inexistent in the oldest generations, also
tended to grow excessively in the younger age groups. Such ’inverted pyramid’ of educational
attainments cannot be found for Jews in the older age groups, but only in the youngest ones
(below 30, and even there, not of the same scope as among Christians). This meant that
relative Jewish over-representation in elite schooling rose much more above average on the 4
classes level than on that of 8 classes and above. This applied to some extent - though in a
much milder way - to Lutherans and Roman Catholics, the two other best educated clusters,
while Unitarians showed significantly less over-representation as compared to the average on
the 4 classes level than on the 8 classes level. Men of Greek ritual were also, similarly, as a
consequence, more poorly represented on the 4 classes level than among those with 8 classes
or above. This is illustrated in the following table, summarizing our findings among relevant
census data.

Table 7.
A summary of age group specific proportions of men with various levels of schooling by
denominations in Transylvania (1910)*"

mere literates 4 classes among among 20 years of age and above
among those 15 years of age  with 4 classes with 8 classes

above 6 years’’®  and above
Roman Catholics 64,7 4,7 % 1,9% 6,9 %
Greek Catholics 34,8 0,7% 0,4 % 1,4 %
Calvinists 69,0 3,4 1,4 % 4,8 %
Lutherans 83,8 4,6 % 0,35% 6,1 %
Unitarians 74,6 2,3% 1,1% 55 %
Greek Orthodox 43,2 0,8% 0,3% 1,1%
Jews 69,9 11,9 % 4,6 % 11,9 %
All 52,9 2,3% 0,9% 3,1%

2’5 In the contemporary educational system the érettségi was already made (since the 1849 Entwurf) a necessary
condition for university studies, but not yet for every other post-secondary studies, like military schools or some
theologies. In the Ludovica Akadémia (training institution for officers of the Honvéd Army) for example, the
completion of eight secondary classes was a requirement, but not the final grade, the érettségi proper.

27® The obvious and popular equivalent could be the completion of a normal school (tanitoképzs) for primary
school teachers. But it could also be a higher commercial school (felsg kereskedelmi) offering a special érettségi.
2T Al relevant evidence used for calculations here are to be found in the tables annexed.

28 Qutside those with higher learning.



In the study of table 7 some of our data are interdependent, having the same reference
populations (the last two columns), others are not (like the two first columns). Thus the
proportion of ‘mere literates’ depends, on the one hand, on the degree of alphabetisation of
the group, as well as, on the other hand, on the proportions of those having higher training.
This should not be forgotten in the interpretation of the discrepancies attested to, demanding a
special inquiry.

Logically, the normal’ pyramid of educational attainments should have been the rule
based on a large proportion of those with primary education, a smaller layer with 4 secondary
classes and a select few going further in the educational ladder up to 6 and 8 classes and
above. This is precisely what observed numbers of the size of gymnasium and reéliskola
classes actually reflected for the Dualist Era. In the years 1882 for example there were 4383
pupils in the 4th forms of gymnasiums and 558 in those of realiskolak. Four years later in
1886 only 2316 and 218 of them, respectively, were enrolled in the 8th forms of these
institutions, the drop-out rate being 51 % for gymnasiums and as high as 58 % for
realiskolak.?”® If comparable evidence is difficult to be mobilized on a country wide level for
later periods of the Dualist era, other data demonstrate that the quantitative relationship
between the size of the lower forms of secondary education and that of the higher forms had
not evolved momentously by that time. In 1912 among male students 47.426 attended the 1-
4th classes of secondary schools as against only 22.572 — some 48 % of the latter — in the 5-
8th classes.?®® For girls the proportions in the higher classes were even much smaller, since
girls did not often extend in those times their studies beyond lower secondary school level.
Our own finding cannot thus be explained with reference to drop out rates, since they would
rather suggest the generality of the 'normal’ pyramid.

Such an argumentation ignores however the existence of non classical secondary
educational tracks, open to candidates during the Dual Monarchy, which could occasionally
qualify students for the category of those with 8 classes. These were the already mentioned
commercial high schools, the Normal Schools, the military secondary institutions
(kadétiskolak) and several other vocational schools of uncertain status in the educational
hierarchy (agricultural, horticultural, forestry, vineyardist, mining, etc.), which would train
higher technicians mostly after their having graduated from the 4 years polgari iskola, often
up to 4 supplementary classes. Most of the graduates of these schools could thus claim to have
completed 8 years ’secondary’ classes.

Just for the sake of illustration, in 1910/11 3906 male students graduated with
érettségi from gymnasiums and realiskolak®®!, while 1150 young men took a teacher’s degree
from a Normal School out of 4877 enrolled students.?® In 1911/12 1397 students were
registered on the files of vocational secondary schools (men and women not distinguished
here), out of which, one can estimate that one fifth (some 240) could actually graduate. Thus,
there may have been in the final decade of the Dualist era a large group of young men,
corresponding approximately to as many as one third of holders of the classical érettségi, who
had accomplished the equivalent to 8 secondary school classes in a vocational track. Now all
but a few of the former were demonstrably Christians, since Jews did not represent more than
2,8 % of Normal School and even less — 1,1 % - of other vocational school students at that
time,?®® even if they made up country wide close to half of the pupils of ‘higher commercial’

279 See Lajos Lang, Kozépoktatas hazankban, 1867-1886, /Secondary education in our fatherland/ Budapest,
1887.

80 Cf. Joseph Asztalos, La statistique des écoles secondaires hongroises jusqu’a I’année scolaire 1932/33,
Budapest, 1934, 36.

281 Cf. MStE, 1911, 385.

282 |bid. 373.

%8 Same sources as in the precedent footnotes.



schools. But there were few ‘higher commercials’ (4 out of 51) with an even smaller share
among pupils (4,8 %) in Transylvania?®*. Consequently, all this could substantially enhance
the proportions of Christians in a position to declare 8 classes of secondary education at the
census, as against Jews as well as those Christians who declared the completion of 4 or 6
secondary classes only.

Secondarily - and certainly to a very limited degree only - the relative proportion of
those with 8 classes or above as compared to those with lower school qualifications may also
be due to inequalities of mortality benefitting the better educated. But this could not much
affect denominational differentials in this respect.

One has to stress that, systematic as these discrepancies appear to be, since they could
be identified in other provinces of contemporary Hungary too®®®, the difference between the
Jewish and the Gentile patterns appears to be the rule in counties only. In cities Jews too were
regularly found more often among those with 8 secondary classes and above (as in Budapest)
or else their proportions with 8 classes and above did not always, especially in the older
generations, exceed those with a lower education. The ‘urban trend’ of the concentration of
the best educated in every denominational group as against those with incomplete elite
training (general among Gentiles, selective or inexistent among Jews) was probably grounded
in a number of socio-historical developments in modern cities conducive to the gathering of
educated elites fulfilling the main “urban functions’ (administration, free professionals, health,
intellectual, artistic, educational and social services, capital intensive industries managed by a
staff with high qualification, students pursuing secondary and higher studies, cultural salons).

However it was, the divergence of the two patterns carry important messages as to
different educational strategies of denominational groups or even different regimes of
education peculiar to them.

For Christian men (since women were not involved here), members of a
demographically narrow elite — ranging from 1,5 to less than 8 % in the youngest adult
generations, the main target of their educational investment aimed at elite training proper with
8 years of secondary school and, possibly higher studies and degrees. This was the socially
recognised criterium for a gentleman’s standing, especially when it was certified in a
gymnasium with Latin tuition. Completed secondary schooling crowned by the érettségi
(even one passed in a realiskola without Latin or a ‘commercial highschool’) provided
important social and in many respects state guaranteed formal entitlements in middle class
circles: the claim to be addressed by members of lower strata as ‘gentleman’ (Sir), the right to
fight duels (Satisfaktionsfahigkeit), to be admitted to middle class salons (Salonsfahigkeit), to
wear a distinctive arm braid even as a simple soldier (karpaszomany), to ‘volunteer’ for a
shorter military service and, ultimately, to become a reserve officer — the equivalent of a
‘gentlemanly’ certification in the Army. Even if graduates of a normal school could not
always claim similar social distinctions, they represented often alone or with few others (the
priest, the local judge) the ‘gentlemanly class’ in villages without any other members of the
middle classes. Anyhow, such ‘gentlemanly’ educational strategy demanding secondary
school training left few offspring of the Christian middle classes who would content
themselves with 4 or 6 secondary classes only. These levels of education could, in principle,
appeal to “children of the people’ originating from the peasantry, the emerging urban working

284 Data for 1911/12. See MStE 1912, 188.

% See V. Karady, Peter-Tibor Nagy, Denominational Inequalities of Education in Dualist Hungary. A Data
Bank for Transdanubia, 1910. Budapest, Oktataskutatd Intézet. (‘Kutatas kézben’); ibid. Educational
Inequalities and Denominations. Database for Western Slovakia, 1910. Budapest, Wesleyan Theological
Academy; Educational Inequalities and Denominations. Database forEastern Slovakia, 1910. Budapest,
Wesleyan Theological Academy, 2006. The difference between the Christian and the Jewis educational pyramid
proved to be even sharper in other Hungarian provinces as compared to Transylvania.



class or intermediary lower strata (janitors, porters, petty officers, office messengers), but
there were few of them. The absolute scarcity of those with 4 classes only among Christians —
particularly flagrant among the globally less educated groups (Calvinists, Unitarians, those of
Greek persuasion) - can thus be interpreted as the sign of the weakness of upwards
educational mobility of the gentile masses. This should represent a central factor to account
for the ‘inverted educational pyramid’ among Christians.

The ‘normal pyramid’ of Jews (or close to normal since it was balanced between those
with 4 and 8 classes) should, accordingly, be decoded as the manifestation of progressive,
much larger scale educational mobility, accompanying — as we shall briefly refer to it later —
the ground swell of Jewish modernisation, acculturation and status mobility which took
momentum following legal emancipation (1867). Indeed the initial and the most significant
educational shift upwards — as observable in our data bank - touched the generations of Jewish
men born in the 1850s and the early 1860s.”%° Jewish mobility also involved — as equally
manifest in our data - much larger sectors of the cluster and indeed a large proportion of men
without ‘intellectual” or middle class social claims, including many of those whose
educational credentials were not at all destined for economic or professional use. The large
Jewish pyramid was, however, subject to a progressive change in the latest Dualist
generations, born after 1870 or 1875 and coming of age in the outgoing decade of the 19"
centurs as fully emancipated members of an ambitious upstart ‘new middle class’ with no
feudal connections or nostalgia. There was in this period another upwards shift in Jewish
strategies of social mobility towards ‘gentlemanly’ middle class status. This trend brought
about the partial reversal of the ‘normal pyramid’ thanks to the rapid acceleration of the
demand for elite training. Part of such demand emanated, obviously enough, from fathers
having only 4 secondary classes, whose sons opted for a further educational step including
classical secondary or even higher studies. Hence a reversal of the ‘normal pyramid’ among
Jewish youth in the last decades of the 19™ century, a trend which can be identified first in
cities (in Transylvania like elsewhere) and then everywhere as witnessed in our educational
data banks published on other Hungarian provinces. In Budapest, for one, Jews had followed
since the oldest generations recorded the ‘gentlemanly’ educational path with an
overwehelming stress on (and a corresponding majority among the educated of those with) 8
classes secondary schooling and above.

Generational inequalities (by age groups)

An intriguing difference separates Jews from Gentiles also when one compares age
groupe specific educational performances.

Age groups represent generations in retrospect, or at least those remaining alive in
1910 from their generations. Since certified formal education, as registered among census
data, was almost exclusively earned in the youngest age brackets, one can resort to the
evidence in this respect as characteristic of educational investments in the given generational
groups. But this can be only done on the condition of neglecting or ignoring — that is, taking
for equal — differences of death rates between groups unequally endowed with educational
capital inside generational clusters. This hypothesis is not only unverifiable, but it can be
easily falsified, with the benefit of hindsight. The intellectually better off belonged certainly
more often than the less endowed to the higher social milieux with longer life expectations.
This means practically two things. First, the retrospective study of educational attainments of

%8 The proportion of Jewish men with some secondary training (4 classes and over) more than doubled (from
10,2 % to 22,1 %) between those born before 1850 and those born in 1860-64. There will be no such sudden
shifts even for Jews within a matter of fifteen years later and, of course, it would be useless to look for traces of
anything similar for Christians any time.



age groups surviving in 1910 distorts the actual position of age clusters with different levels
of schooling in the sense of maximising the share of those with higher accomplisments and
minimising the proportions of those with less accomplishments. Second, such a distortion
should increase, logically, with the age of the generations observed, due to the growing span
of time during which the social selection by death could have operated.

But once these obvious reservations are kept in mind, one can use the study of the
educational achievement of age groups as a historical documentation on denominationally
diverging patterns of educational achievement in former times.

Logically there must have developed within the dynamics of the modernisation and the
subsequent growth of the school network a general expansion of educational qualifications for
the whole population. This can indeed be observed in Transylvania as well in the sense that
the oldest generations had usually lower proportions of formally educated members as
compared to the younger ones. This is also generally true of women, whose progress, in
relative terms, was constant and for most denominations regular from one age group to the
other and on each level of education.

Still, and this is an indeed astonishing observation, the actual increase proved to be
rather limited for men, amounting to a mere doubling of their proportions with 8 classes and
above, and an even much lower extension of educational assets for those with lower grades
over the time span covered by our data: proportions of those males with 4-6 classes grew from
1,9 % to 2,8 %-2,9 % only from the generations born before 1850 to those born after 1880.
General illiteracy rates of men were also somewhat less than halved over those fourty odd
years separating by the birth dates of the oldest and the youngest adult or adolescent
generations appearing in our tables (the only ones old enough already in 1910 to acquire such
qualifications).

For the latter, especially for men under 35 in 1910, the standstill in the development of
general educational performances is particularly visible. If progress was manifestly rather
rapid for the preceding generational clusters, stagnation or even decline seems to be the rule
for the youngest age groups. Illiteracy rates were 35,6 % for the 30-34 years old men and 34,1
% for the 20-24 years old men — not much above the 32,7 % for the 15-19 years old men, who
could have, by that age, completed their study cycles necessary for the acquisition of basic
writing and reading skills. But the decline is even more manifest for those men with 4
secondary classes, since their proportions remained exactly the same (2,2 %) in the 40-44
years group as in the 20-24 years or the 25-29 years group. Among men with 6 classes no
systematic change, only oscillations between 0,6 % and 0,8 % can be observed in all age
groups (except for adolescents under 20 in 1910).

Progress between generations and in time proved to be much more significant for
women following our data, even if the very high initial illiteracy rate came only to be halved
by the youngest adult generation. More advanced levels of training however, though
significantly growing over time, remained desperately low in 1910 even for the younger
groups (hardly exceeding 4 % for those with any kind of secondary education or above). For
women too, signs of stagnation seem clearly established from the generational cluster of 30-
34 years down to the 20-24 years old in the proportions of those with 8 classes or above (a
mere 0,7 %-0,8 %).

For our purposes the most interesting target is of course to note that these general
trends of limited progress or even stagnation over generations and time were very unevenly
distributed among denominational groups. This is a complex issue, since historical
developments were different for each cluster following the level of education by which
progress was measured in our tables. Still, allowing for some simplifications, several more or
less markedly contrasting patterns can be discerned, if we ground our analysis on evidence
concerning men. For women progress was indeed slower but also more smooth and regular.



Drastic differences oppose, as usually, Jews on the one hand, displaying a rapid and
spectacular increase of their educational assets over generations and Christians as such, with a
much slower growth, if any. A secondary differentiation can be introduced between somewhat
faster developing Lutherans together with Roman Catholics and the other gentile groups, for
the latter lesser progress appearing on the whole to have been the rule. But this secondary
division is slighly controversial at instances and definitely less spectacular than the first one.

The development for Jews was unilinear and constant indeed in the field under
scrutiny, though their general educational scores were already among the best for the oldest
generations as well. More than 9 % of Jewish men over 60 (born before 1850) had a
smattering of secondary education, but 31 % were still illiterate. Among the youngest adult
Jews (20-24 years old) almost one third (32,5 %) held in 1910 some secondary school
qualifications and the rate of illiteracy was diminished by five times (down to 6 %). The
proportion of those with 8 secondary classes qualification was also multiplied by a factor
exceeding five. For Jewish women the cadence of growth was obviously even more
spectacular, since the proportions with secondary traing (4 classes and above) increased over
time from less than 2 % in the oldest generations to more than 21 % in the youngest ones. The
Jewish pattern of constant progress over time is well exemplified in our data.

The Christian pattern, as hinted at above, was much more complex and to some extent
ambiguous.

For the generally better educated Lutherans and Roman Catholics one can easily
observe signs of relatively fast historical (and generational) progress. The proportions of those
with some secondary education doubled over time and the rates of illiteracy — already very
low, initially, for Lutherans — diminished by a factor of four to five for both clusters. There
again, progress was more rapid but, ultimately, much more modest for women. From a
marginal enough 2 % of Lutheran and Catholic women with some secondary education
among the 60 years old and above, this proportion reached around 10 % for both groups in the
youngest adult generations. The rate of illiteracy also decreased by a factor of five for Roman
Catholic women and as much as a factor of eight or more (if we compare the oldest
generations with the adolescent age groups).

For the other Christians progress was much more uneven , limited and occasionally
irrelevant, at least for the male population.

Calvinist and Unitarian men, relatively well educated in the oldest generations (on
approximately the same level as Roman Catholics), fell significantly behind Catholics in the
youngest adult generations, though they too benefitted from a radical diminution of their rates
of illiteracy. Their proportions in the youngest adult generations of those with 8 classes and
above grew by a mere half of what they had been among men born before 1850. The same
limited progress applied to Calvinist and Unitarian women.

For Greek Orthodox and — even more — for Greek Catholics every aspect of
educational progress over time remained extremely limited. Neither the proportions of men
with a smattering of secondary education reached doubling, nor did their rates of illiteracy
diminish much below half of their adult groups. The educational progress made by women of
Greek ritual — though formally perceptible — is even technically difficult to estimate. In the
oldest generations practically none of them (!) held the slightest secondary school
qualification. This could only improve over time and actually did so for the generations of
young adults, though not exceeding a very marginal 1 %. In spite of progress, the rates of
illiteracy were still much over 50 % for young adult and adolescent women of Greek ritual,
falling back, truely enough, from an almost total lack of writing and reading skills in the
oldest generational clusters (97 %-98 %).



Now it is worth to break down these observations by residential settings, opposing
there again cities and counties, even with the formerly formulated reservations in mind as to
the poverty of our urban category.

In the two cities distinguished in our data bank the progress of education for men
proved to be in relative terms much more modest and often properly erratic (with ups and
downs among successive generational clusters) as compared to the counties where, on a lower
general level to be true, it was permanently upwards directed over time almost on every level
and in each denomination. The same observation can be made in other city populations for
which we have similar information (Transdanubia, Western and Eastern Slovakia®®’, the
region between Tisza and Maros and even Budapest?®®) But here again the general trend
applied only to Christians and the pattern was different for Jews. The proportions of the
educated among the latter was multiplied by a factor of three to almost five (!) on various
levels of advanced education from the oldest to the youngest adult generations. There again
similar indications of regular progress can be found among urbanised Jewish men in other
provinces or in Budapest too. As a logical contrast, the counties recorded for every
denomination a regular, even if slow progress, except for the already noted very dynamic
growth of educated groups among Jews.

There again our results enforce the opposition of two trends peculiar to Christians and
Jews respectively.

For Christians such ‘urban functions’ as staffing the administration and other social
and political institutions of urban elites always generated the presence in cities of their most
educated clusters to a large and indeed historically unchanging measure. Hence the apparent
immobility of the relative size of their urbanised educated population, growing more or less
only together with the development of the city populations themselves.

The educational investment of Jews in cities increased on the contrary sharply with —
as we shall see below — the fast unfolding movement of Jewish urbanisation itself — thanks
presumably to the combined effect of a number of well identified factors either hitherto
mentioned or to be dealt with below : Jewish ‘over-schooling” multiplying the presence of
Jewish pupils and students in cities, migration trends of ‘modernised’ Jews with or aspiring to
secular education into urban centers, embourgeoisement and economic ascent of urban petty
Jewry, rapid increase of the size and the relative proportions of the Jewish intelligentsia
performing urban functions in the medical, legal, cultural, artistic and otherwise intellectual
services.

Frameworks of interpretation : the educational supply and its accessibility

Certified knowledge is always linked to its main vehicle and transmission belt, the
school system on at least two scores, thanks to its functions of both dispensing and certifying
educational assets. Thus, one should look at the organisation of schooling and its differential
usages by denominational groups when attempting to interpret our findings. Such an
investigation must concern first the very particularities of educational supply and raise the
question whether they allow an interpretation of denominational differences in school
performance.

The obvious starting point here should be the denominational nature of the school
network, that is, its composition regards the impact of religion. It is indeed common
knowledge that institutional education remained in the Dualist period largely the privilege of
ecclesiastic authorities in Hungary both on the primary and the secondary level. Some church
influence — if not a decisive one — survived even in higher education, which, however was

87 As in the publications cited above in note 111.
%88 The publication of educational data banks for the remaining Hungarian provinces for 1910 are forthcoming.



almost fully nationalised since the 18" century. Clerical training (seminaries, theologies)
remained, logically, within the orbit of the churches, but the University of Budapest also
maintained its old Faculty of Catholic Theology and, to boot, the allegedly somewhat
preferential promotion of Catholic candidates to its teaching positions. In the once important
sector of legal academies seven ecclesiastical institutions continued to compete with four state
managed ones for law students.”® In primary schooling the policy of often openly
preferential selection of pupils of their own denomination remained the rule in church
schools.”® A differently biassed preferential recruitment system could occasionally prevail in
secondary schooling as well.

Table 8.
Distribution of Transylvanian secondary and primary schools by controlling
authorities (1900)
primary  gymnasiums®*
schools?®
State 507 16,9 5
Municipal_ 167 5,6 1
Private, ’associational” 32 1,1
Roman Catholic 234 7,8 10,2 6
Greek Catholic 788 26,2 34,3 3
Greek Orthodox 760 253 331 2
Lutheran 271 9,0 11,8 7
Calvinist 202 6,7 8,8 6
Unitarian 33 1,1 1,4 2
Jewish 8 0,3 0,3 -
all 3002 32
% with public schools 100,0
% without public schools 100,0

It is rather obvious from this table that observed confession specific educational
performances were only in a loose statistical relation, if any, with the sheer number of of
schools run at that time by various ecclesiatical authorities.

As to primary schools, formally, both Greek Catholics and Orthodox had a somewhat
larger share in the institutional market than expected, given their share in the population (28
% and 29 % respectively), if we suppose that they could enter state and municipal
establishments in proportionally equal numbers as well. Lutherans also had a larger primary
school network than expected due to their smaller share (8 %) in the population. Thus for
Lutherans their very good scores of literacy can to some extent be correlated to the large size
of their school network, but this cannot apply to the primary schools run by Churches of
Greek ritual. All other denominational clusters appear however to be crassly under-

289 |n the outgoing 19th century there were state run Legal Akademis in Gyér, Kassa, Pozsony and Nagyvarad.
The ecclesiastical sector of similar academis consisted of two Roman Catholic (in Eger and Pécs), one Lutheran
(in Eperjes) and four Calvinist institutions (in Debrecen, Kecskemét, Marmarossziget and Sarospatak).
Altogether they trained in 1891/2 for example exactly one third (33,3 %) of students in law. See MStE 1893, 290.
%0 On this problem see my study : « Szegregacid, asszimilacié és disszimilaci6”, op.cit., passim.

%L Cf. Ibid, 337-338.

2% Cf. MStE, 1900, 332.



represented in the school market, especially the Roman Catholics and the Calvinists holding
not much more (or even less) than half as many schools (in proportion of all schools) than
their share in the population (14 % and 15 % repectively). The case of Jews is particularly
striking with their negligible presence in the market of Transylvanian primary schools.

The situation was rather different for gymnasiums. Here the public (state or
municipality run) institutions had a similar one fifth share in the market, but the distribution
of the rest corresponded somewhat more to the observed performances of various
denominational clusters. The Churches of Greek ritual had a markedly backward position with
only 5 schools (teaching all in Romanian) for the majority population in the province, while
the market was dominated (up to two thirds) by the Western Christian Churches. Still, there
again, dissimilarities are worth to be noticed. The relatively smallest *Western’ (that is,
ethnically mostly German and Magyar) denominations, the Lutherans (8 % in the population)
had more gymnasiums (7 German institutions) than any other clusters, that is, the Roman
Catholics and the Calvinists (with 6 gymnasiums but with 14-15 % of the population each).
The Unitarians (with 2 gymnasiums and 2,5 % of the population) can also be regarded as
better endowed than demographically expected or statistically justified. There were no Jewish
secondary schools at all in Dualist Hungary.

Thus the above detailed educational hierarchy is far from being clearly reflected in the
supply of Church schools, which is more astonishing for the primary than the secondary level.
The primary sector operated indeed following principles of a quasi complete denominational
segregation, each religious cluster using basically its own schools, with some exceptions. But
the distribution observed granted apparently enough occasions for education for all in their
own denominational schools, except for Jews. This was counterbalanced by a relatively large
state and municipal school network providing training for those who did not have or could not
reach a school of their own at their disposal. 17 % of primary schools belonged in 1900 to the
state sector in Transylvania, as against only 10 % in Hungary, and this was complemented by
a municipal school network of smaller size (5,5 %).%** Manifestly, the quantitative availability
of primary schools cannot be made responsible for inequalities of literacy or further
education. This statement confirms the finding made above in table 1, that the quantitative
distribution of primary schools could not explain relative general under-education in
Transylvania.

The situation was different however in secondary schooling. This was indeed
organised following principles of a fairly ‘open market’, though not without significant
rigidities. Among the latter the first thing worth mentioning concerns the very uneven
availability of schools in various languages. Hungarian elite training was a fundamental
instrument of ‘nationalisation” and social integration of would-be ethnic elites thanks to the
quasi complete monopoly of Magyar tuition in the country. The quasi unique exceptions to
this were actually concentrated in Transylvania due to the presence of German-Saxon and
Romanian institutions®**. But, visibly, if Lutheran Saxons were privileged due to the relatively
large number of gymnasiums, Romanians were clearly underprivileged in this respect.
Magyar and German gymnasiums and realiskolak were, to be sure, also open to them, but it is
undeniable that studies in institutions with alien tuition language represented — specifically for
Romanians — a supplementary hardship and could obviously put a brake on their efforts at
upwards educational mobility as well as, consequently, on their willingness to enter into such
an ‘alienating’ educational track. Secondary education was, at that time, hardly marked as yet
by trends or policies of denominational segregation, if preferential school choices related to
the “social distance’, cultural differences and ’ritual alienation’” between religious clusters are
disregarded. Greek Catholic or Orthodox students would, hence, allegedly prefer Roman

2% MStE 1901, 320.
2% In Ujvidék/Novi Sad there was a Serbian gymnasium too.



Catholic gymnasiums, when they accepted Hungarian training®® and Protestants and

Catholics would mutually tend to avoid enrollment in institutions of the other faith. Similarly
Jews could, occasionally, prefer state gymnasiums or Protestant ones to other ecclesiastical
institutions, when they had the choice, but they did not suffer any discrimination proper in this
period.?® There was probably no discrimination but certainly a strategic avoidance of
Romanian gymasiums of Greek ritual by all non Romanian pupils, among other reasons
because tuition was offered there in a language lacking much promotional value in the
Magyar nation state ruled by Hungarian and German speaking elites. This proved to be much
less reciprocated - for exactly the same reasons - by Romanians — often accepting or even
seeking Magyar or German cultural and social assimilation in gymnasiums of the ruling
ethnic clusters.?” Ambitious and intellectually mobile Hungarians could, similarly, aspire to
German instruction in Saxon-Lutheran gymnasiums.

Thus, if the denominational set-up of the gymnasium network, that is the mere size of
the school supply accessible for each denominational group, was not quite neutral in matters
religious, this cannot be considered as a serious reason for the indeed enormous discrepancies
of educational performances among denominational clusters.

In the educational efficiency of the school supply there has always been of course an
essential qualitative aspect as well. There are reasons to suppose that the various
denominational school networks — especially on the primary level - were differently endowed
with pedagogical means. Unfortunately regional evidence is seriously lacking for a
demonstration of such discrepancies in Transylvania proper. The few indications we have to
this effect concern the whole country. They do confirm that state primary schools were
generally better endowed than ecclesiastical ones and among the latter Jewish schools were
far better off than all others. In 1898 for example all but 8 % of primary school teachers on
average had a normal school degree, but as many as 21 % of teachers were still without
qualification in Greek Orthodox and Greek Catholic schools as against only 2,5 % in Jewish
schools. ?® Similarly, as late as 1910/11 some 39 % of pupils of primary schools on the
average benefited from a normally (9-10 months) long school year, but only 12 % of pupils in
Greek Catholic and 23 % in Greek Orthodox schools as against 84 % of pupils in Jewish
schools and 63 % of pupils in state schools.?* The same applied to the endowment of schools
with libraries **® or, more generally, to the expenses made for each pupil : these varied widely,
in 1907 for example from a very low 17-19 crown in Greek Catholic and Greek Orthodox
schools to as much as 54 crowns in Jewish schools and 39 crowns in state schools (with an

2% To this point see Simion Retegan, ,,Scolarizare si desvoltare. Elevii Romani ai Liceului Piarist din Cluj, intre
1850-1910”, Anuarul Institutului de Istorie, Cluj-Napoca, XXXII (1993), 121-139. Still, by 1900, students with
Romanian mother tongue would behave like students of most other ethnico-denominational groups. Their
attended mostly a gymnasium of Greek religious persuasion (46 %), public gymnasiums (29 %) and only to a
limited extent a Roman Catholic (12 %) or another Protestant institution (13 %). This data includes students in
Hungary from outside historic Transylvania as well. Calculated from Magyar statisztikai évkonyv /Hungarian
statistical yearbook/, 1900, 353.

2% On this point see some empirical findings in my Iskolarendszer és felekezeti egyenldtlenségek, op. cit. 162.
27 As referred to above, a qualified majority of Romanian students actually opted for Magyar and German
gymnasiums. The most concrete reason for this may have been the fact that Romanian gymnasiums directed their
students mostly towards Greek Catholic or Greek Orthodox ecclesiastic status and less to modern intellectual
professions.

% VKM Jelentés 1898, 252.

299 MStE 1911, 351.

%0 See my study, « “The People of the Book” and Denominational Access Differentials to Hungarian

Primary School Libraries in the early 20. Century », Jewish Studies Yearbook, 2000/2001, Budapest,

Central European University, 193-201.



average of 22 crowns).** All this may be connected to major denominational inequalities
observed in the general length of primary school studies in the early 20™ century, closely
connected to drop out rates. Thus in 1906/7 class 4 of primary schools had only 52 of pupils
as compared to class 1. But, if we suppose that the number of pupils enrolled in different
forms did not change significantly over four years, Jewish schools has kept in class 4 as much
as 90 % of their pupils as against 53 % in state schools, 64 % in German-Catholic schools, 71
in German Lutheran schools, but a mere 31 % in Romanian Greek Catholic and 33 % in
Romanian Greek Orthodox schools.3%,

Such country wide data may bring us insights into the relative under-education of
Greek Catholics and Greek Orthodox, since over a third of them in Hungary lived in
Transylvania (as indicated in table 5 above), but they can be much less extrapolated to other
denominational clusters in Transylvania with a much lower share in the region’s population.

But one should, in this context, also consider another aspect of the educational supply,
its regional or local distribution, as compared to that of its potential denominational clienteles.
If cultural distance between denominational groups could not be a decisive factor of
inequalities, physical distance from schools occasionally could. Such distance,in terms of
access facilities, could also be overcome, obviously, but at a price which all the families
concerned were not ready or in a position to accept. Hence the importance of urbanisation as a
good approach to the problem area.

Table 9.
Urbanisation by denominations in Transylvania (1869-1910)

Urban population growth% population % of city dwel-
1869  1900%°  1910%* 1869-1910°® 1900°®° lers, 1910

Roman Catholics 25,9 25,1 27,1 187 13,4 42,5
Greek Catholics 11,4 12,2 12,3 193 27,9 57
Greek Orthodox 16,8 18,7 14,2 151 30,2 6,2
Lutherans 19,3 19,0 14,0 130 9,0 21,4
Calvinists 22,2 17,9 22,7 182 14,7 19,9
Unitarians 1,7 2,1 2,6 266 2,6 13,4
Jews 2,7 51 7,1 469 2,1 38,7
All 100,0 100,0 100,0 177,7 100,0 13,1

The accessibility in terms of both physical distance from schools and the cost of
schooling investment depend manifestly upon the location of the schools and the respective
settlement of their clienteles. The primary school network was, by that time, fairly
decentralized, so that direct access to schools could be provided for most if not all pupils,
even in many if not all remote villages. This was not the case of secondary and higher
educational institutions almost exclusively established in towns with ’established councils’

%L MStK, 31, 89*.

%02 Computed from MStK 31, 172.

303 Calculations made for 1869 and 1900 on the evidence published in Magyar varosok adminisztrativ évkényve
I. /Administrative yearbook of Hungarian towns 1/, Budapest, 1912, 75-77. The data refer to the two cities with
’legal independence’ (6nall6 térvényhat6sagi jogu varos), Marosvasarhely/Trgu Mures and Kolozsvar/Cluj as
well as to the 26 towns ‘with established municipal council’ (rendezett tandcsd varos) in Transylvania.

% MStK 64, 110-111.

%%'1969 = 100.

%% Calculated following Karoly R. Nyarédy, op. cit. 466-474. These results are somewhat different from what
can be read in our tables, without altering their relative size.



(small townships) or cities with administrative autonomy. The unequal urbanisation of
potential school clienteles could, thus, be a factor defining to a large extent positively or
negatively the chances of access to post-primary schooling. The table above shows the basic
data to this effect for 1869-1910 related to all towns and cities in the region.

These data show clearly a strong statistical relationship between degrees of
urbanization and the level of school performances. Significantly over-urbanised groups (with
more than double share among the urban population compared to their proportions in the
general population — like Jews -, or with close to the double — like Roman Catholics and
Lutherans) belonged to the best educated clusters as well. Those slightly over-urbanized (like
Calvinists and Unitarians) displayed equally close to average (but higher than average)
educational scores. On the contrary, the firmly under-urbanized brackets — the Greek
Orthodox and — even more — the Greek Catholics — appear among the clusters with the poorest
educational attainments. In other terms, when the geographical disposition of the schooling
supply was to some extent matched with a similar distribution of the potential demand by
denomination, there was a positive response in forme of a measure of over-schooling. The
contrasted geographical composition of the supply and the demand generated sharp trends of
under-investment in education. This correlation remains relevant even for globally over-
urbanised groups, like Lutherans actually in Transylvania, whose urban population was
historically rather stagnating, contrary to Jews, for example, who tripled their share among
city dwellers of the region over the fourty odd years under scrutiny. Still, there was no direct
and constant relationship between schooling assets and urbanisation since the most strongly
urbanised cluster, the Catholics, was not on the whole the most educated one. Moreover this
was even less true of some those — Unitarians and Greek Catholics — which espoused the most
dynamically the settlement movement in towns. Jews on the contrary offer a throughout
positive correlation between over-urbanisation and over-schooling.

Frameworks of interpretation : social stratification and degrees of modernity of
denominational groups

Still, residential distribution does certainly not explain all the observed denominational
inequalities, since on the whole a fraction only of the Transylvanian population (not more
than a mere one sixth of it in 1910°°") was actually urbanised in the Dualist Era. For a better
interpretation of our main results one has to look thus closer into the demoninational set-up of
the potential demand, that is, the main social strata providing for advanced school clienteles in
this period. Thus we must resort to an analysis — let alone a summary one -of the socio-
professional composition of Transylvanian society in the early 20th century broken down by
confessional clusters. This can be cautiously completed by references to some selected
demographic indicators of *‘modernity’, specific to denominational groups, liable to contribute
to the understanding of educational differentials.

Educational investments are always dependent on at least two circumstances: first they
are conditioned by its costs and, implicitely, the mere capacity of families to come up to the
expenses involved in the broad sense (as far as financial and organisational sacrifices or the
use of the families’ and the young peoples’s time budget are concerned); secondarily but not
less importantly, the readiness of families to invest in education instead of other things. Both
conditions are heavily class related or properly class dependent. The higher social strata have
usually more means and more readiness to spend on education for a number of reasons. In the
post-feudal era of industrialisation and construction of the apparatus of the nation state, their
educational investments are easier to realize due to facilities guaranteed by the

307 MIStK 64, 110.



reproductiveness of their own ‘educational capital’ and also expected to carry more
immediate profits in terms of careers in the civil service, the professions or the private
economy. Still in this shortcut of educational sociology one should not neglect
anthropological culture specific factors, notably those linked to religious cultures, not liable to
be reduced exclusively to social stratification. All this can be exemplified to some extent in
our last tables.
Table 10.
Some basic data on social stratification by denominations in Transylvania, outside
‘intellectual” professions (1900)*®

Roman Greek Greek Luthe- Calvi- Unita- Jews all N
CatholicsOrthodox rans nists rians

All active men 13,4 28,7 3072 88 145 26 1,8 100,0 822.030%
Landowners with 57.9 55 8,8 14,1 78 10 51 100,0 11.410
100 holds or above

landowners with 16,6 31,3 151 109 21,2 49 29 100,0 3829
50-100 holds
petty landowners 85 296 355 125 111 2,7 0,2 100,0 307.171

with less than 50 holds

manual workers in 10,9 36,1 32,8 3,0 146 26 0,1 100,0 293.384
agriculture

manual workers 28,7 13,2 17,3 128 199 26 55 100,0 71.767
(mining, industry,

trade, transports)

craftsmen, industrialists 23,1 12,5 18,0 15,0 205 2,3 8,4 100,0 37.447
traders, credit agents 17,9 5,1 9,8 115 7,7 09 47,1 1000 6.360

Table 10 offers an overview of major trends of professional stratification of
Transylvanian society outside the ‘intellectual professions’ in the last phase of the Dualist
Era. Visibly, here again the demonstration is made of the relative under-development of
Transylvania as compared to other provinces in the country, since the primary sector
(agriculture) occupied close to three quarters of active men (73 %) in the region as against
66,5 % country wide.*'® Hence two clusters of almost equal size dominated the professional
scene, petty landowners and agricultural workers of various status. The main social
inequalities among religious groups can be measured already by the extremely divergent
representation of various denominational clusters in these two groups. Only the two Greek
ritual clusters were more or less significantly over-represented in both agricultural
populations, the Greek Catholics more among the workers, the Orthodox somewhat more
among landowners. The presence of Lutherans proved also to be rather strong among
propertied peasantry, but very weak among agricultural blue collars. The Calvinists, on the
contrary showed an average representation among the petty landowners and a much higher
one among the rural working class. Unitarians were also over-represented among the
landowners. Jews could be found only exceptionally in agricultural professions in
Transylvania. The most interesting finding in this respect concerns Roman Catholics,
prominently under-represented in both peasant categories.

%% Men in activity without small denominational groups only. Computed from MStK 27, 82-257, passim.
%9 |ncluding categories not listed in the table, like those of the intellectual’ professions..
319 pyplications statistiques hongroises (MStK) 27, 125*.



These data can serve for a preliminary interpretation of our observations related to
educational inequalities. The Greek ritual clusters, over-represented among the poor
peasantry, were among the less educated. Those others, under-represented in the peasantry,
can be characterised by degrees of educational attainment rather closely correlated to their
share among petty peasants. All this is confirmed — as a contrast - by the distribution of big
landowners (over 100 holds) among whom Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Jews had a share
of over three quarters (77 %), while all the others were under-represented. Among landowners
with middle-sized properties (50-100 holds) the distribution was more balanced, with a strong
presence of Calvinists and even Greek Catholics. But the absolute numbers of big landowners
were insignificant as compared to the peasants, so that they could but weakly modify the
major negative correlation between educational achievements and representation in the
peasantry. The basic structure of Transylvanian society was still forcefully marked by the
feudal heritage with its erstwhile privileged Magyar and German-Saxon layers of ‘Western
Christians’ forcefully represented among the propertied, especially in the landowning strata.
This socio-professional set-up contributed to determine much of the educational inequalities
observed above.

This is not the place to expand on the causes of this correlation, some well known
conditions can however be reminded of hereafter. Peasant children of mostly rural residence
had a more difficult physical access to schooling than others, since secondary schools were at
that time exclusively located in townships and cities, many small villages were lacking
primary schools and peasant households were often dispersed in the open country, outside
villages. The poor peasantry belonged in the post-feudal society to the economically most
deprived social categories and thus could not always afford even the slightest investment in
education. Peasant families were also obviously less motivated than others to make heavy
educational investments since they could harly expect from it due social rewards. Peasant
society was marked by a number of in-bred mechanisms directed against residential and/or
professional mobility. Technical knowledge necessary for the pursuit of peasant work was
transmitted along family lines. Chances of upwards social mobility via formal education were
poor, unforeseeable and indeed impossible to be planned given the lack of educational capital
in the families. In peasant culture there could survive or be even developed, occasionally, a
measure of mistrust proper of educational assets ‘reserved for the gentlemen’, ‘not for us’ or
even capable to alienate ‘our children from their homes’. Such mistrust could, of course, be
efficiently counter-balanced by specific denominational motivations, like the presence of
religious teaching institutions, the appeal of denominational vocations (priesthood) -
especially when it was supported by Church managed grants -, ‘religious intellectualism’ (as
among Jews*') or influential models of ‘intellectual careers’ in the Churches (like in Catholic
congregations or as teachers of the Universitas Saxorum).

Considering the minority groups in non agricultural occupations, it is easy to perceive
a logical negative homology in the distribution of denominational clusters, compared to their
proportions in agriculture. The extreme case here is clearly presented by Jews, over-
represented by a factor of more than three in all such occupations, the less among urban
workers and the most among traders - providing close to a half of the latter. But one can
observe a very strong over-representation of Roman Catholics and Lutherans among
‘independents’ (business proprietors) in industry and trade, Calvinists being also
exceptionally over-represented among (mostly petty) craftsmen, while all these ‘Western
Christian” groups were heavily present among the urban blue collars too. The contrary was
true of those of Greek persuasion, rarely present in any of these typically urban occupations,
though the participation here of the Orthodox exceeded significantly that of the Greeek

%11 See the relevant sub-chapter of my book The Jews of Europe in the Modern Era, A Socio-Historical Outline,
Budapest-New York, Central UEuropean University Press, 2004, 57-61.



Catholics. Now all these mostly urban strata were more prone to educational mobility than
their peasant coreligionists, so that their distribution can serve as an additional factor to
explain the disparities identified in their educational investments.

Similar conclusions can be made regarding the presence of various Transylvanian
denominations in the “intellectual professions’, as displayed in Table 11. The study of relevant
data should be started with the last two lines of the table, comparing the overall representation
of denominational groups among ‘intellectuals’ and in the active population. Here again, Jews
were very strongly over-represented (by a factor of more than four), but also Roman Catholics
and Lutherans, the presence of Calvinists and Unitarians also exceeding considerably their
share in the population, while those of the Greek persuasion appeared to be crassly under.-
represented. This is another general confirmation of the observation that the higher were the
participation of groups with intellectual capital in a confessional cluster, the better were the
educational performances achieved in the cluster.

This interpretation can be refined by considering the group specific structure of the
‘intellectual professions’, as indicated in table 11. Here again the most singular pattern is
shown by Jews, with an absolute majority of their ‘intellectuals’ among private employees
(including engineers, executives, managers in the upper echelons down to petty shop
assistants) and with a strong presence among free professionals (doctors, lawyers, vets, etc.).
Jews proved to have thus the most ‘modern’ profile here in the sense of being concentrated in
professional tracks developed mostly recently due to the growth of capital intensive
industries, trades and agencies of credit, demanding specialised intellectual manpower.
Lutherans and Roman Catholics were also relatively over-represented among experts of the
private economy, but their strongholds were constituted rather in public or semi-public
employment, as in the teaching professions. This applied even more to Calvinists and
Unitarians, over two-thirds of whom were concentrated in public or Church service. Greek
Orthodox and Catholics on the contrary remained almost exclusively (up to close to four fifth
of them) clustered in the most traditional intellectual professions in Church service (priests,
primary school teachers).

Table 11.
The distribution of selected ‘intellectual’ professions in Transylvania by denominations
(1900)3*2
Roman Greek Greek Luthe- Calvinists Unita- Jews all
Catholics Orthodox rans rians

Private employees (in- 20,6 4,6 6,3 29,3 10,4 59 62,0 18,6
dustry, trade, banks)

free professionals 53 48 3,2 7,0 59 6,6 8,6 57
employees in transports 20,9 2,3 1,6 6,5 14,4 12,4 12,3 10,6
civil servants, public

employees 28,0 150 175 13,5 27,7 26,8 6,0 17,9
priests, clerics 6,6 405 42,6 13,9 15,2 18,5 4,7 20,1
primary school teachers 14,0 36,0 37,5 24,9 23,1 25,9 6,0 24,0
highschool teachers 45 18 1,8 4,9 3,6 3,9 0,5 3,2

312 Cf, MStK 16, 134-236 passim. *** Womencould not be distinguished in the sources from male professionals
but, obviously enough, most of these 'non manuals’ were men at that time for reasons related to the subsistence
of a quasi-exclusion of women from most educational tracks leading to intellectual professions.



all 100,0 100,0 1000 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

numbers 3295 2364 2012 2260 2848 541 1309  14.629
% 225 16,2 137 154 195 3,4 8,9 100,0
% in the population 134 279 302 90 147 2,6 2,1 100,0

The distribution of “intellectuals’ in denominational groups, though on the whole an
almost negligible minority (less than 2 %) in the active population, reproduced once again the
same four tiers structure — opposing Jews, ‘developed’ (Roman Catholics, Lutherans) and
‘less developed’ (Calvinists, Unitarians) Western Christians as well as, lastly, those of Greek
ritual - precisely as it has been observed in our educational data. The primary and most
spectacular differences separate Jews from all others on the one hand, the Greek religious
clusters from other Christians on the other hand.

As to the first pattern of opposition one may stress the fact — which, unfortunately,
cannot be duely elaborated upon in this context — that the stratification of the Jewish
intellectual cluster, with a probable majority share of self made, not officially certified ‘semi-
intellectuals’ in private employment prepared for the enormous educational mobility of future
generations belonging to the confessional cluster. Their Christian counterparts held much
more often ‘official’ intellectual positions as priests, teachers, civil servants — the mere
appointment of whom was more and more strictly connected, following the 1883 ‘Law on
qualifications’, to their educational certifications. The development of Christian educational
mobility was thus, from the outstart, linked mostly to the movement of self-reproduction of
‘certified intellectuals’, even if this could mean some progress in terms of the accumulation of
educational capital (when, for example, the son of a petty intellectual - a teacher or a
porotestant minister - became professor in a gymnasium or a legal academy). As a contrast,
Jewish educational mobility was destined to be the outcome of overall mobility strategies of
non intellectuals (like traders) or ‘proto’- or ‘semi-intellectuals’ (like trade employees) on a
trajectory of migratory mobility (urbanisation), cultural adaptation (Magyarisation),
secularisation (growth of ‘modern’ Jewry as exemplified in the birth and increase of
‘neologue’ communities after the 1868 Jewish Congress) and identity change (assimilation
and integration in the Hungarian middle classes).

The contrast between ‘Western” and ‘Eastern’ Christians is clearly reproduced in the
stratification of their repective ‘clusters of intellectuals’. This opposition can be clearly
demonstrated if we compare the size of the 8 secondary school classes clusters in each
denominational group with the numbers of ‘officially certified intellectuals’, that is those who
were expected or could claim to have completed 8 secondary classes or more, as in table 12.

Table 12.
Certified intellectuals and the clusters of men with 8 secondary school classes and
above in Transylvania (1910)*"

Roman Greek Greek Luthe- Calvinists Unita- Jews
Catholics Orthodox rans rians

1. Certified intellectuals®®* 7389 2980 2589 3939 5427 1081 1961
2. Men with 8 secondary
classes and above 2073 2201 1853 1451 2150 442 506

3=1:2X100 356 144 140 271 252 244 388

%1% Data sources from our book and from table 11.
%14 priests, teachers, civil servants, free professionals.



The table shows three patterns, corresponding incompletely but still largely to the
disparity of educational attainments observed among denominational groups. The ‘Eastern
Christian’ clusters had in a quite uniform manner almost only ‘official intellectuals’ among
those with full secondary school qualifications. Western Christians had in relative terms an at
least three time larger section of secondary school graduates or equivalents outside ‘official
intellectuals’. The share of the latter among Jews, together this times rather exceptionally with
Roman Catholics, was even larger, approaching the double of ‘non intellectual graduates’
(that is the double of the proportion above 100 % in table 12). The case of Roman Catholics
needs further research for an explanation, but the rest of these findings simply confirm our
previous results concerning educational inequalities among denominational groups. For Jews
similar observations have been made in Eastern and Western Solvakia.*"

One should add though that the Greek oriental pattern owed its more pronounced
immobility to at least three specific factors. Special facilities operated for self-reproduction in
the large Greek Catholic and Greek Orthodox clerical cluster (the biggest category among all
other ‘intellectuals’ of Greek ritual listed in Table 11) via Church schools, grants and family
incitements (the latter being absent among Roman Catholic clerics obliged to celibacy). Such
facilities via big Romanian foundations (among them the famous Gojdu and the Greek
Catholic Naszéd/Nasaud foundations®'®) did exist for secular learning too, to be sure. The
very fact that young Greek Catholic and Orthodox men, engaged in secular higher studies,
appear to benefit much more often than others from ‘sponsored educational promotion’ thanks
to scholarships, tuition waivers and the like*!, is a demonstration of the otherwise large scale
educational immobility in these clusters. But this may have been also due to the weakness of
their secondary school network and the very tight scope of institutions of higher education
(practically limited to theological seminaries) in Romanian or Ruthenian (as for the Ruthenian
Greek Catholic minority in North Transylvania). Romanian Orthodox or Catholic pupils were
exposed to various forms of symbolic violence, not to speak of the inescapable linguistic and
cultural alienation, when they accepted or decided to make headway in Hungarian or German
majority schools. This is why the most successful of them, if they reached Matura level,
appear to have graduated much later in age than their Western Christian or Jewish
counterparts.®*® Thirdly, even if overcoming the above mentioned difficulties of adaptation
and alienation, Romanian intellectuals — whether free lance or employed — had a hard time to
get integrated in Magyar and German dominated Transylvanian gentlemanly elites. This is
objectively manifested in the striking rarity of their presence among state dependent
professionals like employees in transports (railways and city transports belonging mostly to
public industries by that time), highschool teachers (whose career market, though Romanian
in part, was largely dominated by the Western Churches and the state sector, as shown in table
8 above) and other civil servants (as in Table 11).

315 . . . . .
See V. Karady, ,,Two regional paradigms of the accumulation of educational capital : Eastern and Western

Slovakia in comparison” in V. Karady, Peter-Tibor Nagy, Educational Inequalities and Denominations.
Database forEastern Slovakia, 1910. Budapest, Wesleyan Theological Seminary, 2006, 9-34.

%16 Cornel Sigmirean, ,,Fonds et fondations de subsides pour les étudiants roumains de Transylvanie & I’époque
moderne” in Colloquia, Journal of Central European History, Kolozsvar University Press, 2000, II1.-1V., nr. 1-2,
184-202.

%17 In the Faculty of Medicine of the Hungarian University of Kolozsvér/Cluj 30 % of Greek Catholic and as
many as over 45 % of Orthodox students were scholarship holders as against less than 15 % of other students.

Cf. V. Karady and L. Nastasa, op. cit. 145.

%18 See on this point V: Karady and L. Nastasa, op. cit. 117. Among students of the Medical Faculty in
Kolozsvar/Cluj (1872-1918) a large majority of Greek Orthodox (74 %) and Greek nCatholic (69 %) students
earned their Matura later than 18 years of age as against 53 % of Roman Catholics, 51 % of Calvinists, 57 % of
Lutherans and a mere 35 % of Jews.



Frameworks of interpretation : multiple modernities, traditionalisms, identity
management and the special Jewish case.

The final scheme to interpret our data on educational inequalities represents the most
complex approach resorting to indicators which refer either to the group specific patterns of
demographic (that is existential) modernization or to linguistic competences linked to
strategic actions of assimilation. The key concepts applicable more or less directly to all those
conducts underlying these indicators is self-control, discipline, rational action and - more
specifically - strategic adoption of skills beneficial to the social integration and advancement
in a multi-cultural nation state undergoing a process of modernization and exerting pressure
for its cultural homogeneization. These key concepts are clearly connected to educational
achievements as well either as the expression of conditions of educational success (discipline,
self-control, rational action) or as a consequence expected from schooling (acquisition of
linguistic skills of the dominating national elites). Most behaviours referred to in all these
concepts can be qualified as “modern’ in the sense that they attest to a positive relation to the
future, the acceptation of investments (in terms of endeavours, expenses, deprivations, self-
mobilisation or commitment) for future rewards. We will however encounter in this expose,
paradoxically enough and however sketchy it may be, very traditional forms of behaviour as
well, which could (especially in Jewish clusters) demonstrably lead to the development of
some decisively ‘modern’ — notably educational - behaviorial strategies.

Table 12.
Indicators of modernisation and assimilation in Transylvania in the early 20" century.

Roman Greek Greek Luthe- Calvin- Unita- Jews all
Catholics Orthodox rans ists rians

% of deaths 1901-1902 49,7 152 195 60,7 37,6 2 562 281
with
medical care®®® 1912-1913 50,3 18,1 222 574 427 ? 60,6 30,0

birth rates/1000 in 1913*® 36,3 392 352 292 351 326 316 358

deaths/thousand by tu- 3,78 38 341 295 341 293 171 3,15
berculosis (1901-1905)%%

distribution of births 141 306 292 70 146 23 21 1000
in 19133

distribution of deaths under 14,3 305 31,0 5,8 14,5 2,4 1,6 100,0
7 years of age (1901-1905)%%

% with Magyar mother
tongue (1880) ** 89,9 20 13 99 963 980 44,7 303

%19 Computed from the medicalisation files in the Archives of the Central Statistical Office in Budapest.
%20 Computed from data on the population in 1910 as in the final tables of the book and MStK 70, 36.
%1 Non weighted averages computed from MStK 62, 130*.

%22 Computed from MStK 70, 36.

%23 Computed from MStK 68, 23.



% with Magyar mother
tongue (1910)** 92,6 34 16 109 984 992 733 343

% of those with Magyar
mother tongue speaking 19,5 42,4 27,2 450 365 159 67,8 195
another language too (1910)**

% of those with Magyar

mother tongue speaking 9,9 5,6 52 195 6,8 3,7 604 101
German or other non local

language®*’

% of non Magyars speak- 56,6 140 63,6 299 9,7 212 528 152
ing Magyar too (1910)2

There are two types of data on table 13 : indicators of demographic modernization or
development on the one hand, indicators of linguistic competence, loyalty and mobility on the
other hand. This is not the place to propose an in-depth study of them as such, in their specific
significance, but only as far as they express degrees of collective behaviorial modernization of
various denominational groups liable to be connected to observed differentials in their
educational performances.

The case of demographic indicators is relatively simple.

Some of them are clearly correlated with the hierarchy of educational achievements.
This applies to the frequency of medical treatment granted to the dying (first two lines of table
13). Jews, Lutherans and Roman Catholics - in this order - appear to be in this respect notably
privileged, since by 1912-13 the majority of their deceased had been taken care of by the
medical personnel. One should remark nevertheless that there was a decrease in the
probability of benefiting from a doctor’s assistance for Lutherans during the first decade of
the 20™ century, while the proportion of comparable Roman Catholics hardly moved in this
period as against a sizable rise for Jews. Calvinists are situated lower on this scale and those
of the Greek ritual much lower, especially the Uniates (Greek Catholics). This last difference
between the two populations of Greek ritual can be probably related to their somewhat
different socio-professional set-up. The Orthodox presented an indeed significantly more
‘middle class’ profile, in the sense that 44,5 % of their active men belonged to the landowning
class as against only 39,3 % of the Greek Catholics, while the share of craftsmen,
entrepreneurs and traders represented 3 % of the Orthodox, but only 2,1 % of the Greek
Catholics.**® The former might have been slightly more often in a position to protect
themselves against ill health by resorting to medical services due to their presumably less
depressed economic situation. One can impute, more generally, to differences in social
stratification (inclusively degrees of urbanisation as in table 9 above) the above drafted
hierarchy of access chances to medical care, so that the dimension of modernity or
development involved which correlated closely to the hierarchy of educational attainments,
may be attributed to the former.

24 MStK 27, 135.

325 MIStK 64, 139.

326 MIStK 61, 448-523.

%21 MStK 61, 448-471.

328 MStK 64, 155.

2% Computed from MStK 27, 82-257 passim.



Such was not exactly the case of the other demographic indicators listed in table 13.

As for birth rates only Lutherans and, more moderately, Jews showed a pattern plainly
under the average, demonstrating the fact that they had entered in Transylvania too into the
second phase of ‘demographic transition’, entailing the limitation of family size. Death rates
by tuberculosis and of young kids display quite comparable dissimilarities between Jews and
Lutherans on the one hand, all the other denominational groups lumped together on the other
hand. Following these indicators it is striking that Roman Catholics did not prove to be
particularly advanced in this respect. Thus data on ‘demographic modernisation’ of Jews and
Lutherans would confirm the hypothesis of a link between modernisation and educational
achievements, but such correlation cannot be detected for Roman Catholics.

The singular status of Jews and Lutherans can be also demonstrated in the indicators
of linguistic skills.

As to declarations of Magyar mother tongue at various dates, the denominational
clusters under scrutiny offer a four tiered set-up. Three ‘Western Christian’ clusters
(Calvinists, Unitarians and — somewhat less — Roman Catholics) consisted almost exclusively
of Magyar speakers, which is a well established fact of Transylvanian history. It is not less
well known that Lutherans were Saxons in their large majority, hence most of them (up to 90
%) German speakers. Those of Greek ritual were just as exclusively (or almost) Romanians,
while Jews were divided between Yiddishists and Magyarizers. But the main message of our
data concerns the linguistic mobility and the multiplicity of language usages and linguistic
competences imbedded in the figures. Mobility and multilingualism may, in fact, be
interpreted with some indispensable contextual qualifications as outcome of strategic actions,
investments of sorts, intended to bring various social profits such as professional mobility,
integration in elite circles, acquisition of middle class status, public ‘normalisation’ or
neutralisation of erstwhile alienated, isolated or stigmatised identity assigned from outside to
some socio-historically marginal clusters, especially Jews.®* Such strategic actions can be
regarded as of the same nature as — and indeed often clearly the result of - educational
investments.

In table 13. linguistic mobility can be observed over thirty years in various sectors of
Transylvanian society via two kinds of indicators : the progress of Magyarization from 1880
to 1910 and the maintenance or the development of multi-linguism.

In this largely non Magyar population of Dualist Transylvania (with, officially only 31
% of Magyar speakers in 1890°* in the whole province) the high assimilationist phase of
Hungarian nation building did not generate much linguistic mobility in terms of a shift from
indigenous tongues to Magyar outside Jews. In the ethnically non Magyar groups of Christian
persuasion such progress touched less than 3 % of those concerned (1 % only among Saxon
Lutherans), while among Jews the minority proportion of Magyar speakers became a majority
of close to three fourth. It is not far-fetched to state thus, that Jews were the only
denominational cluster in Transylvania to seriously commit itself to and actually succeed in
linguistic assimilation. Hence only the Jewish case is worth here a special study.

The same applies to a large degree to indicators of multilingualism as in table 13. The
large majority of Jews declaring Magyar mother tongue (68 %) — that is the great majority of
all Transylvanian Jews in 1910 - spoke other languages too, as against a minority only of
members of all other comparable denominational clusters : this minority remained relatively
sizable for Magyar Lutherans (45 %) and Magyar Uniates (42 %). Something similar applied
to those with non Magyar mother tongue who could speak Hungarian. There again a qualified

¥0 Gypsies or, possibly, Armenians, Greeks and other *Levantine’ groups could, in some historical junctures,
share the marginal situation of Jews as ’radical aliens’ in Transylvanian society, but there is no statistical
evidence to attest to the remnants or traces of it in our period.

%1 MStE 1896, 42.



majority of such Jews (52 %) also spoke Magyar, as against only 30 % of Lutherans and a
much smaller proportion of members of other denominations, except Roman Catholics. But
Roman Catholic non Magyars represented in 1910 a mere 8 % of the group, a rather
negligible proportion as compared to the overwhelming majority of Lutherans, Uniates and
Greek Orthodox. In both of these cases — Magyars speaking another language and non
Magyars speaking Hungarian - we may identify the effect of assimilationism among people
composed presumably mostly of Saxons, Swabians and Romanians. But the actual numbers of
these Magyarised Christian clusters were so small, that they do not deserve further
consideration, contrary to Jews. An almost similarly large majority of Magyar Jews (60 %)
continued to speak Yiddish®*? German and/or non local languages (presumably Western
tongues). The contrast between the actual weight of Jewish and non Jewish multilingualism in
Transylvania can be well evaluated when comparing figures related to Jews and the average
figures (last column of table 13.). Now the significance of extended competence in Yiddish or
German (and French) was obviously different, except in one sense. They both gave access
either to commonly recognised ‘high civilisations’ (of Germany or France), admired as
models to be followed in Eastern Europe, or to the Eastern European Jewish world —
‘Yiddishland’. This was at that time beginning to emerge as a non territorial, national and
secular ‘high culture’ of its own, thanks to the cultural agency of Jewish political
organisations (Zionists, ‘folkists” & la Simon Dubnow, Agudat Israel, Bundists) specific of the
demographic bulk of world Jewry, which continued to live this side of the European continent
(in spite of continued waves of emigration from the 1880s onwards).

At least four aspects of the connection between education (Jewish over-schooling, to
be true) linguistic mobility and multilingualism should be taken here into account.

The first aspect is hypothetical, though experimentally demonstrated in many
instances. To boot it did not directly affect the intensity of schooling efforts. Since most Jews
in Hungary including Transylvania were engaged in the process of acculturation, this involved
the development of various forms of ‘linguistic loyalty’, as — for example — the fact that
Jewish kids, even when they were factually bilingual or rather Yiddishists as to their mother
tongue) would be more inclined than others to declare Magyar as their first language.

The second connection rested upon strategic school choice, especially in the primary
school network. According to their assimilationist or anti-assimilationist engagements
respectively, Jews would in both cases refrain from developing their own school network of
public status — or keep it indeed embryonic, as observed in Transylvania. The most
traditionalists (especially in the northern counties of the province) would thus opt for
exclusively religious training in chederim (considered by state authorities as illegal pirate
institutions), while the assimilationists would preferentially look for state or municipal
schools, in borderline cases even Christian institutions with Magyar tuition. Linguistic
assimilationism or loyalty thus became a criterion for school choice.

But once upon a Magyar language tuition track, Jewish kids like others entered the
national educational system leading them up to university and academy studies, since at that
level Magyar tuition was paramount. This became thus an elementary initial condition
(though neither a necessary nor a sufficient one) of over-schooling in the elite educational
track.

Lastly, since linguistic mobility for Jews did rarely represent a complete switch from
Yiddish (or, more rarely, German) to Hungarian, as demonstrated in the data related to multi-
lingualism in table 13, manifesting thus the possession of an operational linguistic capital

%2 viddish was regarded and classified in census data as German, since the statistics of the Habsburg Empire
granted particular linguistic status to languages of groups recognised as ethnic entities. Jews were not in this
category, being merely identified to a religious cluster, but not to a national group (nemzetiség, népfaj,
Nationalitat).



convertible also, at least in part (as for German and Western languages) into increased
chances and proclivities for scholarly excellence in languages (among them German proper)
the accomplishment of further studies abroad (basically in Austrian or German universities
with German language tuition) and easy access of Western technological and otherwise
intellectual skills beneficial for success in free market professions. But the connection worked
obviously the other way round as well. More Jews received advanced elite training, more they
were expected to collect linguistic capital. German and Latin in gymnasiums, German and
French or other Western languages in reéaliskoldk and commercial highschools constituted
staple subjects of secondary education at that time. Student peregrinations in Western
universities (mostly in Transleithenian Austria, Germany and Switzerland, less often in
France or Belgium) represented a quasi normal way to complete graduate studies, especially
in medicine (Vienna) with an exceptionally high Jewish participation.**

We must return shortly to both of these problems of rapid Jewish linguistic mobility
and multilingualism. If the latter was less exclusively typical of Jews than the former, still, as
we have seen, Jews were incomparably more frequently marked by them than any other
denominational cluster. Now both can be directly linked to the traditional Jewish heritage at
least in three ways : as a natural extension of customary multilingualism, the cultural habit of
learning and, more generally, in-built mechanisms of preparedness for strategic actions via
existential discipline.

Customary Jewish multilingualism was indeed an essential cultural feature of the male
world of Yiddishland (much less that of Jewish women) thanks to their dominantly
commercial or otherwise ‘mediatory’ activities as well as their education. Traditional Jewish
schooling, both primary (in chederim) or higher (in yeshivot) was always based on literate
bilingualism, with Yiddish as the language of tuition and Hebrew as that of the sacred
literature and its commentaries made by edrudite scholars over several generations, which
constituted the main target of studies. To this must be counted a measure of familiarity with
the language of the larger population with which Jewish traders and, more rarely, craftsmen
and professionals (like medical doctors) maintained a relationship of often more or less
symbiotic exchange of sorts. Far from being an exception as in Gentile circles,
multilingualism was thus an integral part of the living conditions and social relations of
traditional Jewry. Not much had to be added to or changed of this traditional frame of cultural
habits to generate modern multilingualism with secular intellectual, economic or symbolic
objectives. Indeed, in this respect, Jewish linguistic superiority®** encountered a fundamental

%3 On this see among recent studies : L&szI6 Szégi, ,, A kiilféldi magyar egyetemjéras a kezdetekts| a
kiegyezésig” /Academic peregrinations of Hungarian students abroad since the beginnings till the
1867 Compromise/, in Educatio, X1/2, Summer, 2005, 244-266; V. Karady, « Funktionswandel der
osterreichischen Hochschulen in der Ausbildung der ungarischen Fachintelligenz vor und nach dem I.
Weltkrieg », in V. Karady, Wolfgang Mitter (eds.), Sozialstruktur und Bildungswesen in Mitteleuropa
/ Social Structure and Education in Central Europe, KéIn, Wien, Bohlau Verlag, 1990, 177-207; id.
,,Les migrations internationales d’étudiants avant et apres la Grande Guerre.”, Actes de la Recherche
en Sciences Sociales (Paris) 145, décembre 2002, 47-60; id. “Student Mobility and Western
Universities. Patterns of Unequal exchange in the European Academic Market (1880-1939)”, in Ch.
Charle, P. Wagner, J. Schriewer (ed.), Transnational Intellectual Networks. Forms of Academic
Knowledge and the Search for Cultural Identities, Frankfurt, New York, Campus Verlag, 2005, 361-
399.

%% This could be demonstrated empirically for large samples of secondary school graduates in the early 20.
century via surveys on scholarly excellence. Jews and Lutherans earned on the average the best marks in all
subjects (except in gymnastics as for Jews). But Jews distinguised themselves particularly as far the best
achievers in German (and somewhat less in Latin) as well as in the study of the national language and literature.
Differences between Jewish and Gentile students were the biggest in German, much more than in the sciences or
other subjects. See my Iskolarendszer..., op. cit. 118-121, 136-143,



drive of the new East Central European Gentile middle classes for Western cultural assets,
among them the knowledge of Western languages (with German as a must and French as a
desirable supplement). Self-distinction and instrumental learning merged among social
rewards expected from strategic multilingualism.

With this another essential ingredient of traditional Jewish life has been mentioned,
learning. The study of the classical texts of Jewish religious tradition used to be a lifelong
obligation of Jewish males since early childhood (4-5 years of age). Such learning habit was
most of the time (except for practising rabbis) lacking any practical target but served as a
major source of social prestige and authority — not infrequently competing with or equivalent
to wealth. It is easy to realise that such religious learning habits, the basis of Jewish ‘religious
intellectualism’, could be directly converted into secular educational assets in the course of
the process of secularisation (entailing secular schooling) and modernization (setting secular
targets to intellectual pursuits).

Last but not least, the rapid Jewish educational advancement as observed in our data,
together with its corollaries (linguistic mobility and multilingualism), represented during the
process of modernisation a complex development which would be impossible to account for
without considering religious discipline as a multifunctional form of social capital in
traditional Jewry. The organisation of daily, weekly and yearly time budget, kosher food, the
lack (or quite marginal nature) of alcohol abuse, the omnipresent and overwhelming
occurrence of ritual obligations in and outside family life — all this represent signal features of
a Lebenswelt grounded in the veritable cultivation of self-control and rational behaviour both
as regards religious values and aims (in the sense of Max Weber). But rational conduct and
discipline belonged to the staple of economic activities of Jewish traders, professionals,
financiers and other entrepreneurs - excluded as they were from the protective and restrictive
scope of corporations and forced to operate in free market conditions, even before the fall of
feudalism. Once such habit of self-assertive rationality was coupled with a positive attitude to
the collective future of Jews, thanks to the relaxation of anti-Jewish limitations during the
process of emancipation and - even more decisively - afterwards, it could often give rise to
strategic behaviours aimed at social mobility. Linguistic mobility, secular multlingualism as
well as concomitant endeavors of ‘over-schooling’ proved to be important pieces of the
behaviorial complex of Jews in the era following Emancipation, to which precisely the data
bank of this book are dedicated.

As a conclusion of this essay one cannot but confirm the main hypothesis to which
converge all the indices resorted to, which, as it has been demonstrated, explain at least in part
the extremely outstreched denominational hierarchy of educational attainments. On this scale
one could distinguish Jews at the top, together with Roman Catholics and Lutherans
somewhat below from Calvinists and Unitarians in the middle range and Greek Orthodox and
Catholics at the bottom. Levels of education appear indeed as a more or less direct product of
degrees of modernisation of the clusters concerned. Aspirations for modernity, professional
and cultural mobility ("assimilation’ as among Jews or some Germans) or resistance to it (as
among Saxons and Romanians alike) and similar other factors were instrumental in generating
or maintaining most of the educational demand under scrutiny. This demand had of course to
meet the available supply. But the school supply seems to have been large enough for most
potential denominational clienteles on the primary level. In spite of indeed heavy confessional
segregation or self-segregation exercised in ecclesiatical primary schools, the rapid growth of
the public network provided for a large (if not complete) compensation for disadvantaged
minorities (like Jews) to get access to elementary education, especially when they accepted



Magyar tuition.**®> As to secondary and higher education, they remained open to and easily
accessible for all almost indiscriminately (at least for urbanised groups). This implies that the
very nature of the school supply did play a role, but probably a subordinate one only in the
emergence of denominational inequalities. Its functions should not however be completely
neglected for the explanation of the rather low region general level of educational capital
acquired by the Transylvanian population by the end of the Dualist Era. For the interpretation
of several specific aspects of educational inequalities observed in our data bank one must
though go back to the anthropoplogical subculture of various groups as well as the survival of
feudal rigidities and privileges reflected also in the educational demand and other social
strategies of various layers belonging to Transylvanian society.

¥ While the language of tuition in confessional schools of public status was largely determined by the language
use of the local religious community concerned, except for Jewish schools — parangons of *self-assimilation” of
sorts - state schools almost exclusively promoted Hungarian tuition. In 1896/7 for example only a mere 1 % of
state primary schools admitted non Magyar tuition as against 5 % of Jewish schools, 28 % of village community
schools, 34 % of Roman Catholic schools, 69 % of Lutheran schools, 86 % of Greek Catholic and as much as 99
% of Greek Orthodox schools. Data calculated from MStE 1897, 346.



