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I. The encounter
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II. The alliance 
(part 1)





3/24/14 meeting: CoFIRED students, librarians, deans



Examples:

Handicapped People with disabilities

Aged Older people

Homosexuals Gays



Negroes Afro-Americans

African Americans
Blacks



Deaf                             Hearing impaired    (BT)

Blind People with visual disabilities  (BT)      



Questionable / Offensive

Jewish question     [DELETED]

Yellow peril     [DELETED]



Gathering evidence

1.Media Outlets
2.Governmental Use
3.Reference Titles (Encyclopedias, etc.)
4.Subject Heading Systems/Thesauri
5.Worldwide Political Science Abstracts
6.Scholarly Articles



Resources on Migration Terminology

Compiled for CoFired by Claudia Anguiano

The list below is by no means inclusive but it hopefully will provide some argumentative in-roads with the proposal 
for why “illegal alien” should be banned, as well as the larger implications of the word use (organized by chronology 
and source type)

Selected News Coverage and Blog Commentary:

1.      Illegal immigrant’ no more, Associated Press. [URL: [http://blog.ap.org/2013/04/02/illegal-immigrant-no-more/]

2.      Jim Shelton, “Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor returns to Yale to give lectures.” New Haven Register, 
February 3, 2014, [URL: http://www.nhregister.com/general-news/20140203/supreme-court-justice-sonia-sotomayor-
returns-to-yale-to-give-lecture

3.      In Immigration Debate, ‘Undocumented’ Vs. ‘Illegal’ Is More Than Just Semantics : NPR.” NPR.org. Accessed 
June 20, 2013 [URL: http://www.npr.org/blogs/itsallpolitics/2013/01/30/170677880/in-immigration-debate-
undocumented-vs-illegal-is-more-than-just-semantics



• ERIC = Undocumented Immigrants
(ERIC is an education-related index created by 
the US Dept. of Education)
http://eric.ed.gov/?qt=undocumented+immigrant
s&ti=Undocumented+Immigrants

• Sociological Abstracts = Undocumented 
Immigrants

• Worldwide Political Science Abstracts = 
Undocumented Immigrants
• Hispanic American Periodicals Index (HAPI) = 

Undocumented Immigrants



Dartmouth SACO 
Proposal



LC Initial Response



III. The alliance
(part 2)



Tina Gross
Cataloging Librarian
St. Cloud State University Library



Resolution on Replacing the Library of Congress Subject 
Heading "Illegal Aliens" with "Undocumented Immigrants 

January 2016





LC Final Solution



Summary of LC Change

• Establishment of new LCSH Noncitizens

• Establishment of new LCSH Unauthorized immigration

• LCSH Aliens becomes a See reference to new LCSH Noncitizens

• LCSH Illegal aliens  DELETED

• Repercussions for related LCSH vocabulary structure



IV. The response







Impact Map



• Add the pdf of bill “Stopping Partisan Plicy”

• Link to video

H.R. 4926, “Stopping Partisan Policy 
at the Library of Congress Act”







H. Rept. 114594 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS BILL, 
2017

Rep. Joaquín Castro, (D-TX)



The latest: FY17 Omnibus Spending Bill
• …the Library of Congress is directed to make publicly 

available its process for changing or adding subject 
headings…
• ...It is expected that the Library use a process to change 

or add subject headings that is clearly defined, 
transparent, and allows input from stakeholders 
including those in the congressional community…
• ... The process should consider appropriate sources of 

common terminology used to refer to a concept, including 
current statutory language and other legal reference 
sources; and other sources, such as reference materials; 
websites; and, titles in the Library of Congress' 
collection."



V. What’s next?



UF   
Native Americans

Indians of North America



More on this:
• Timeline of “Illegal Aliens” Subject Heading Change Petition

http://repository.stcloudstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1056&context=
lrs_facpubs

• Producing Discursive Change: From "Illegal Aliens" to "Unauthorized 
Immigration" in Library Catalogs 
http://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2599&context=gc
_etds

• “Undocumented Subjects” documentary



Questions?  Comments?

Jill.E.Baron@Dartmouth.edu

John.C.DeSantis@Dartmouth.EDU


