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First Record of the Ragged-tooth
Shark, Odontaspis ferox, off the U.S. Atlantic Coast

TIMOTHY F. SHEEHAN

Introduction or three cusplets on each side of cusfi930; Abe et al., 1968; D'Aubrey, 1969;
nique to this species (CompagnoBass et al., 1975; Eschmeyer et al.,
ngnczli;tﬁreepdtean;g?;tle??séﬁtlig;%easshﬁ] 84). Odontaspids are also charactel—_983; Compagno, 1984) and short la-
ragged-tooth sharkOdontaspis ferox |z_ed_ by lanceolate te_eth and_ the !ack dfial furrows (Whitley, 1950; Maul_,
(Risso). The shark was captured duringlcgltatmg lower eye_llds, WhICh. differ- 1955; Garrick, .19_74) also agreed with
routine .bottom trawl survey operations ntiates them frqm similar families suctprevious Qescrlptmns. _
onboard the NOAA RAAIbatross I\ as the s_cyl|orh|n|d§ (cat sharks) and The uniform dark gray col_ora_tlon 9f_
approximately 25 n.mi. south-southeas(famharh'n'ds (requiem sharks) (Bass elne_ shark has con_founded its |d_ent|f|—
of Cape Hatteras, N.C. (lat. 381’ N al., 1975). The presence of the longcation mth_e past wit®. herbsﬂwhlch
long. 75 26' W) \’Nitf.] é 36 Yankee"’ bulbous snout, a symphyseal tpoth rowyas described as a separate species by
bottc;m trawl towed at 3.5 knots. Aver-IWO rows (_)f large upper anterior teethNhlt_Iey (1950) and supported by
age water depth at the 'time of éapturgn each S|de.of the symphysis, the .urGarnck (1974) _and Bass et al. (19_75)
was 173 m, bottom temperature Wagqual size of firstand §econ_d dorsal fingjue largely to dn‘ferencgs in coIor_atlon
17.8C and’salinity Was 36.41%. To_and the first dorsal fin being locatedamong previously descnbed specimens.
tal Iendth (cm), fork length (cm) weightdos_er to the pe<_:tora| bases thz_in thieor example, Med|terr<"_;mean specimens
(kg), and sex \}vere recorded t’he spec __eIV|c bases provided further confirma-of O. feroxwere o!escrlbed to bg “dull
mer{ was tagged photograpﬁed and ran that the shark belonged to the geFobscure’) red with scattered, irregu-
turned live to the’ sea ' Aus _Odontasp|s as opposed t&ar- Ia}r, large, bIacK marks on the back and
The shark a femaie measuring 345har|as(Compagno, 1984). . sides, and redd|sh.gray on the throat_and
cm total Ienéth (273 cm fork length) Three rows of small |nterm<_ad|atethe undgrsude" (Risso and_ others, cited
was estimated to weigh about 250 k _eeth between the upper anterior andy Garrick, 1974). Accqrdlng to Com-
Its coloration was a uniform dark gray ateral tooth rows also |nd|cated that thqaqgn(_) (1984) an(_j Robins et a_ll. (19_80)
dorsally fading to light gray ventrally 'shark wasO. ferox (B|gglow and this d|s<_:re_pancy in cplqratlon is attrib-
and lacked distinguishing coloration o’nSchroeder, 1948). The origin c_)f the seadted to individual variation and the two
any of the fins. The upper mouth cavity.ond d_orsal fin, sllghtl_y posterior to thefqrms are presently regarded as one spe-
was darker th;'in the rest of the moutﬂn_sertlon_of the pelvic f|_ns, separa;ednes,o. ferox Compagno (1984) also
The large jaw, protruding teeth Iargehls specimen from the bigeye sandtigemotes _that t_he presence or absence of
eyes, and bu’lbous snout Wer’e als hark,_O. npro_nhaj _ _spots is variable in the_ closely related
prominent characteristics Distinguishing features of this speci-sandtiger sharkCarcharias taurus
' men agreed well with previous descrip- The ragged-tooth shark has been de-
Identification tions ofO. ferox Daugherty (1964) de- scribed as a rare (Desbrosses, 1930;
; - - .scribed the species as possessingEschmeyer et al., 1983) inhabitant of
fi egh:SSger(;&fer:j\_A{ggtLeg;a;ﬁ(eg;gggtgﬁominent _belly; however, it was moredee_pish water (C_ompagno, 1984) with
the presence of teeth mostly with e osely akin to Whitley’s (1950) de- a wide-ranging distribution throughout
scription of “the paunch rotund, ‘like athe northeast Atlantic (Maul, 1955),
cow’s belly.”” Daugherty (1964) also Gulf of Mexico (Bonfil, 1995), West
noted that the roof of her specimensindian (D’Aubrey, 1969; Bass et al.,
Timothy F. Sheehan is with the Woods Hole Labomouths were a dusky color, as was th#975; Gubanov, 1985), western Pacific
ratory, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, Nationaly oo, \ith this specimen. The presend@Vhitley, 1950; Abe et al., 1968;

Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA, Woods Hole, MA h ! )y
02543. Tim.Sheehan@noaa.gov of a deep precaudal pit (Desbrosse&arrick, 1974) and the eastern Pacific
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oceans (Daugherty, 1964; Seigel ands well as John K. Galbraith for his in- ﬁasrogitglAgécsa@}’;gt_eﬁ- Bull. S. Afr. Assoc.
Compagno, 1986). The capture of thiserest, and Kathy L. Lang-Radosh fobaugnerty, A. E. 1964. The sand sha@ar-

specimen extends its range into theditorial help with this manuscript. charias feroxRisso), in California. Calif. Fish

; : Game 50(1):4-10.
northwestern Atlantic and confirn@. Literature Cited Desbrosses, P. 1930. Presence du squale feroce:

ferox to be a tropical-cool temperate “Odontaspis ferdxAgassiz dans le golfe de
water species occurring worldwide. Abg'h-irrﬁn?é Isaonkdavl\fla’SThimir?qlg ‘Iigléighimgttgé \gn gggcogne. Bull. Soc. Zool. France LV:232—
ThIS capture Of_)dontaSpIS feff?)‘s some members of Osteodonti (Class Chor‘Eschm.eyer, W. N., E. S. Herald, and H. Ham-
the first record of its occurrence in At- drichthyes). Bull. Tokai Reg. Fish. Res. Lab. mann. 1983. A field guide to Pacific coast
i 56:1-6. fishes of NortiAmerica from the Gulf of Alaska
lantic Water_s off th.e eaSte.rn US CoaS%ass, A.J., J. D. D'Aubrey, and N. Kisthasamy. to Baja Califonia. Peterson Field Guide Ser.
However, since this species .||VeS outo 1975. Sharks of the east coast of southern Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 336 p. ‘
the range of most commercial and sci- éfnca. IVh Th%_gam|lles _Sdontéastpu:ri]l_d%e, Garrr:ckl,(q.ﬁf\.l197z4. F||rstdre£orzd gf '?An Old:ontispld
i fiohi ; i capanorhynchidae, Isuridae, Cetorhinidae, sharkin New Zealand. N. Z. J. Mar. Freshwa-
\?vr;ltéfrllcalf:]SE?C%Sc:gr?;?tilr?dr}\sli,d:}a}lsc?)rrués Alopiidae, Orectolobidae, and Rhinio- ter Res. 8(4):621-630.
dontidae. Oceanogr. Res. Inst. 12, Durban. Gubanov, E. P. 1985. Presence of the sharp tooth
onto the continental shelf that there IFIag0f 1. B, a0 o nd Mar Res. 1:63- Spididas). i 1he open waters of the Indian
an opportunity for its capture (Garrick, 57" . S o Ocean. J. Ichthyol. 25(2):156-158.
1974; Branstetter and McEachranBranstetter, S., and J. D. McEachran. 1986. Maul, G. E. 1955. Five species of rare sharks new
i i first record of Odontaspis noronhai (Lamni- for Madeira including two new to science.
:-ngosrg)C-(I;rrLer:]e(Igrteﬁl’tgll,lsgir(])i;kt:‘?ep\:\?cg’?c?lsy formes: Odontaspididae) for the western Not. Nat. (Phila.) 279:1-13.
North Atlantic, with notes on two uncommon Robins, C. R., R. M. Bailey, C. E. Bond, J. R.
oceans than the few recorded catches (tha}fis fr%?ﬁz)tgggGulf of Mexico. Northeast \I?vmé)kéer, tltzllgéoux:lhnterf R. N. Lea,dan_d
Fodi . ulf Sci. :153. . B. Scott. . A list of common and sci-
would indicate (DaUQherty’ 1964’I_3onfi|, R. 1995. Is the ragged-tooth shark cos- entific names of fishes from the United States
Branstetter and McEachran, 1986; mopolitan? First record from the western and Canada. Spec. Publ. Am. Fish. Soc. 12,
Bonfil, 1995). North Atlantic. J. Fish Biol. 47:341-344. 174 p.
Compagno, L. J. V. 1984. Sharks of the worldSeigel, J. A., and L. J. V. Compagno. 1986. New
An annotated and illustrated catalogue of records of the ragged-tooth shatldontaspis
shark species known to date. Part 1. Hexan- ferox, from California waters. Calif. Fish
: chiformes to Lamniformes. FAO Fish. Symp. Game 72(3):172-176.
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