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The origin of the Monterey Submarine Canyon,which 1is the most
important submarine feature of our Bay and which has been given much
prominence recently with the "adventures" of the Deep Rover submer-
sible, is still a controversial issue. It has long been believed that
the canyon was formed by a large river flowing into the Bay but no
such river has existed in the region which would carve such a huge
feature in the geologically short time of a few hundred thousand
years, With the advent of global plate tectonics, however, new ideas
have developed which could explain much about our Grand Canyon sized
"valley".

Dr. Greene received his doctorate from Stanford University and
is a research geologist with the United States Geological Survey.
He has spent a number of years studying the geology of Monterey Bay.
He is an expert on the subject of Monterey Bay and we are most for-
tunate to have him discuss, with the aid of some very interesting
graphics, the latest ideas on the evolution of the canyon.
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RESEARCH GRANTS AWARDED

It is with much pleasure that we announce the Student Grant Award
Winners for this year.

(1) Fisherman's Wharf Boat Owners Research Grant - $625

Susan Kruse, UC Santa Cruz - "Behavior Patterns of Grampus
in Montery Bay". Susan, who is studying for a Master's Degree
under Dr. Ken Norris, has spent many hours out on Monterey Bay
trying to determine association patterns between individuals
of this species, the extent of their movements and residence
time in the bay, all with the help of photo-identification
techniques. She will speak about this work at the May meeting.

(2) Monterey Bay Chapter Grant - $500

Bernie Tershy, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories - "Feeding
Ecology and Social Behavior of Rorqual Whales in the Sea of Cor-
tez: You Are What You Eat". Bernie, who is a Master's Degree
student under Dr. Bernd Wursig, plans to put radio-tag/time-
depth recorder packages on four species of Rorqual Whales.
These packages, together with other equipment, will give infor-
mation on duration of feeding, movement patterns, surface be-
havior and depth of dive. The purpose of this is to test a
theory on the relation of body size, diet, social behavior and
habitat use in mammals. We will learn more about this project
at our March program.

(3) Monterey Bay Chapter Grant - $500

Thomas Jefferson, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories - "Further
Studies on the Behavior of Dall's Porpoise in the Johnstone
Straight, British Columbia, Canada". Tom, who is also a Master's
Degree student under Dr. Bernd Wursig will start a long-term
study on these animals. The primary objective will be to learn
about their daily habits so that fisheries conflicts, such as
net entanglement, can be avoided. He will employ techniques such
as photo identificaton, theodolite tracking and recovered car-
casses to learn more about the movements, social behavior and
feeding ecology of this little-known species.

These young people deserve our congratulations on the hard work,
thoughtfullness and initiative they display in furthering our knowledge
of cetaceans. If you would like to read these proposals, please call
Alan Baldridge, 372-3809.




RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
---Compiled by Alan Baldridge---

Editor's Note: The gray whale migration is the current highlight
in our bay and coastal waters. Late fall and eary winter brought so much
excitement from observations of the great whales (SOUNDINGS, January
1987) it has been found hard to find room for other species such as
those listed below:

Common Dolphin -~ On Nov. 5 73 were in Monterey Bay (JS), with 175 off
Carmel Bay on Nov. 8 (DL). 4 were with whitesided dolphins offshore on
Dec. 3 (JC). This species can be expected to occur in our area when warm
water conditions prevail, as is presently the case.

Risso's Dolphin - 50 were with 2 blue whales 4.5 miles NW from Pt. Pinos
Nov. 2 (WG, NF). 100 animals were 2 miles W of Cypress Pt. on Nov. 8 (DL)
and on Nov. 11 200 were followed S to the vicinity of Pt. Pinos. The
school included several very small calves (SK). 10-20 were off Cypress

Pt. on Nov. 13 (ShJ) and on Nov. 17, the arrival “of Risso's dolphins
"disturbed" the behavior of Blue Whales under observation in the Bay (JS).
40 animals were in 2 groups close to Hopkins Marine Station on Nov. 14
(ShJ). 500 were offshore with Right Whale Dolphins on Dec. 3 (JC). 150
were off Carmel Bay on Dec. 4 (DL) with 4-5 animals 1/4 mile E of O
Buoy off Ft. Ord the same day (PM). Finally, 350 with Right Whale dolphins
2 miles off Pt. Lobos on Dec. 6 (ShJd).

Northern Right Whale Dolphin - 25 were with Risso's dolphins 2 miles W of
Cypress Pt. Nov. 8 (DL), and 400 with the same species near Pt. Pinos in-
cluded several small calves (SK). The ACS National Conference Field Trip
observed 200 with 1000 white-sided dolphins (ShJ). The same concentration

of these three species offshore S of Pt. Joe to the Pt. Lobos area per-
sisted through December (RT,DL,ShJ).

Harbor Porpoise - On Nov. 28, 2 were just outside Monterey Harbor, an un-
usual occurrence so far S in the Bay (DL).

Dall's Porpoise - 8-10 animals were 2 miles W of Spanish Bay, Pebble Beach
on Nov. 2 EWG,NF) and on Nov. 6, 10 were "bowriding" the Blue Whales S of
Moss Landing (AB,ShJ). This behavior was noted by other observers inclu-
ding 15-20 with 8 plus Blues on Nov. 26 (JS). The species was reported

from mid-Carmel Bay S of Cypress Pt. with 8 on Dec. 4 (DL) and 12 on Dec.
6 (ShJ).

Northern Elephant Sea] - 18 were ashore at Grimes Pt. Beach, Big Sur on

Nov. 13 (AB). This is the most that I have ever seen there. No adult males
were visible.

California Sea Lion - An increase to 400 was noted at Monterey Breakwater
Dec. 30 (AB,ShJ).

Bioluminescense - Spectacular glittering dinoflagellates illuminating
waves and beach at Carmel on Dec. 3 after dark (visiting lover's report).

White Shark - A spear fisherman diving off San Jose Creek Bedach on Dec.
6 calmly survived and described the incident in which he was severely
bitten.




























RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1987 .25.
---compiled by Alan Baldridge---_J2" S

Fin Whale - A single animal, possibly a f£in but unconfirmed, .5 miles ﬁ Pt.
Pinos, Feb. 5 (LO). No previous mid-winter reports from our area.

Humpback - A single moving S§ at Cypress Pt., Pebble Beach, Jan. 21 (S&JH).
Very few midwinter records for this area.

Gra% Wha;g - No complete census done this winter although Minerals Manage-
men ervice funded a January count from Pt. Sal, San Luis Obispo Co., in

order to assess the impact of ongoing oil/gas activity in the Santa Maria

Basin on migrating whales. They are also concerned about impacts on north-
bound cow/calf pairs in April. Observers at Pt. Sal believed the migration
to be about ten days late this year (TD).

For several successive years newborn calves have been seen in January
in Monterey Bay. This year there were 4 as follows: A cow/calf pair 1 mile
SW Pt., Pinos on Jan. 6 was the first (RT); 1 pair .5 miiles W Pt. Pinos on
Jan. 8 (ShJ); 1 at Moss Landing going § Jan. 27 (SB); 1 at the Cement Ship
Capitola, Santa Cruz Co. for 3.75 hours on Feb 3 (TD). A newborn 14'~ 6"
male with umbilicous attached beached itself just outside our area at San
Gregorio State Beach, San Mateo Co. on Jan. 5. With great effort it was
returned to the water but was found dead the next day. This is only the
second known fatality among these newborns. They are generally believed
to be viable and appear to survive.

Intense courtship and what is euphemistically called "socializing"
was observed for .75 howur off Hopkins Marine Station/Cannery Row, Mon-
terey on Jan. 13 (AB). On Jan. 18 an active trio was caught up in a huge
mixed-species dolphin school in outer Carmel Bay (JV). A small, heavily
encrusted individual moved S at Moss Landing Marine Labs Jan. 19 (SB) and
on Jan. 20, 5 pods passed HMS, having come around the Bay from Sand City.
Typical late migrants often follow the Bay shoreline (AB). On Jan. 20, 2
were playing in the breakers for some hours at Carmel Rivermouth (per SM).
3 going S at Moss Landing Jan. 26 (JHM). The first northbound animal was
reported at Granite Canyon, near Rocky Pt., Big Sur on Feb. 15 (DR).
Following this, much breaching and socializing activity was noted among
northbound migrants (DR).

- 2 circled and "attacked" a southbond, medium-sized Gray just out-
side the kelp at Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park, Big Sur on Jan. 17. Af-
ter 10 min., the Gray continued S (JM). Outside our area, S. Schwarz and
M. L. Jones observed from the air a pod of 5 Orcas attack and kill a calf
accompanied by its mother near Santa Cruz Island, Santa Barbara Co. Jan.
17. A solitary bull, named "Ruffles", from a wavy dorsal f£in, was observed
in mid-Carmel Bay Jan. 17 (DC, ShJ). On Jan. 29 another solitary male,
probably the same individual, was observed 50 yds. off Pt. Lobos headed
S (JL).

Pacific White Sided Dolphin - 500 in outer Carmel Bay S of Cypress Pt. on
Jan. 18 were part of a Luge mixed school with Risso's and Right Whale Dol-
phins (DC and ShJ). On Feb. 6, 200 plus were 2.5 miles W Yankee Pt. (TN)

common _Dolphin - On Feb. 1, 180-200 were 2 mile NW Pt. Pinos (ShJ, JL).

On Feb. 11, 100 plus, 2.5 miles W Pt., Pinus (RT). Feb. 19 and almost daily
Lo Feb. 28, 200 animals repeatedly entered southern Monterey Bay and were
observed from Otter Pt., Lover's Pt., etc. (B & JH, AB, RT).

Bottlenvsed Dolphin - On Dec. 6 3-5 dolphins considered to be Tursiopes
near Monterey Beach Hotel (DV). On Jan. 1, a dozen were in the breakers
just S of Big Sur Rivermouth (NF). This species which is rarely observed
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UNFORTUNATE LANDINGS (Continued from page 2)

Statistics for mortality in gill nets on the Central California
Coast, from the California Department of Fish and Game are as follows:

*Harbor Seals - Out of a regional population of 13,000,
about 600 die each year in nets.

*Harbor Porpoise - 300 per year in 1983 (200 per year in
1984 and 1985) in the halibut fishery alone. The California
population may be 10,000.

'Gray Whales - Eight whales netted in 1981 and 1984 in
California, but the number went up to 13 in 1985 alone.

*Sea Otters - Approximately 80 each year according to
1985 research on why the population seemed to decline in
recent years.

*Common Murres and other seabirds - Thousands each year.
In 1981, it is estimated that 8,000 murres died in gill nets
in Monterey Bay alone. The total murre population off Central
California may have declined sixty percent between 1983 and
1984 due to weather, o0il spills and gill nets.

*Dall's Porpoise - Over their range in the North Pacific,
about 2700 die each season in gill nets. On the open seas,
Japanese Salmon Fisheries use miles of gill nets in Dall's
breeding grounds.

*California Sea Lions - It is estimated that 3,000 sea
lions die each year in fishing nets set along the West Coast of
the United States. Sea Lion populations are expanding regardless.

e
*h Increasingly, West Coast fisherman f£ind themselves in a bind. Marine
mammals destroy thousands of dollars worth of fish and fishing gear each
year. Doyle Hannan of the CDFG reported a 1983 study that estimated the
worth of fish and fishing gear lost from California gill netters from
1979 to 1981 at about $600,000. The same study estimated that in Cali-
fornia halibut gill netters lose about ten percent of their catch to sea
lions and seals. But at the same time, each recorded incidental take
builds the case for extending further government regulation.

Without a reliable guideline for allowable incidental takes, one
based on clear population estimates and trends, wildlife managers and
fishermen will continue to wrangle over rules and regulations. And
marine mammals and seabirds will continue to die for no reason.

A QUOTATION FROM ALDO LEOPOLD'S "A SAND COUNTRY ALMANAC"

"Like winds and sunsets, wild things were taken for granted until
progress began to do away with them. Now we face the question whether
a still higher 'standard of living' is worth its cost in things natural
wild and free. For us of the minority, the opportunity to see geese is
more important than television, and the chance to find a posque-flower
is a right as in inalienable as free speech".

~5-



’A FIELD TRIP TO U. C. SANTA CRUZ LONG MARINE LABORATORY
SATURDAY, MAY 9th at 1 PM

Staff at Long Marine Lab have graciously invited all ACS members
to tour on May 9th. We will have a general tour of the Labs first
and then a staff member will show us the area where behavioral re-
search is taking place on marine mammals. At present there are two
Bottlenose Dolphins, three Fur Seals and six California Sea Lions.
The work with sea lions has been particularly interesting, as they
have proved themselves to be as adept at understanding signals as
Dr. Herman's dolphins in Hawaii. Fore example, 10-year old "Rocky"
understands 11 nouns, 6 verbs and can respond to 600 imperative
sentences of two to four words. We hope that they will be showing
off their knowledge when we visit on May 9th.

Please call me if you would like to go - we need to let the 1lab
know how many will attend.
—-~--Sheila Baldridge, 372-3809---

v MOSS LANDING MARINE LAB OPEN HOUSE

The annual open house at MLML (a very popular event) will be April
25 and 26 this year. The hours are: Saturday, April 25 ~ 12 noon to Spm
and Sunday, April 26 - 10 am to Spm

A MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membership in the American Cetacean Society means protecting whales,
dolphins and porpoises through education, conservation and research. The
Monterey Bay Chapter meets at 7:30 PM at the Hopkins Marine Station in
Pacific Grove on the last Thursday of each month. Programs and activities
feature cetacea and the marine environment. Yearly membership:

patron - $500 contributing - $250 supporting -~ $75

foreign - $30 (US Currency) active - $25

Telephone contacts: Sheila Baldridge (372-3809)

Jean Theisen, membership secretary (372-2293)

sounpings il

SOUNDINGS is edited by Esta Lee Albright, produced by Ruth and Allan
Kraus and mailed by Marian La Rosa. Contributors to this month's issue in-
clude Alan and Sheila Baldridge, feature articles; Milos Radakovich, Robin
Makowski, Bob Western, Yvonne Ibrisimovic, art.
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WHALING FOR "RESEARCH"

Recent newspaper articles about Japan continuing its whaling operation

in the name of "research" have lowered our hopes for a true moratorium and an

end to whaling. The following excerpts from an article in Science, 15 Aug. 1986,
helps explain the issue.

"The rationale for scientific whaling, as it is termed in IWC (Intermational
¥haling Commision) discussions, stems from disagreements about the size of surviving
whale populations. The moratorium agreement calls for a comprehensive assessment
of whale stocks to be made by 1990. However, a major effort has not been organ-
ized, and there is debate on methodologies and on whether a satisfactory survey
can be made while whaling continues.

"Conservation groups charge that research whaling, conducted under the guise
of assessing stocks, is a way to circumvent the moratorium. The issue has been
sharpened by the plans of other countries to return to whaling under the banner
of research.

"Iceland has been catching fin and sei whales and proposes to take North
Atlantic minke whales, which are on the IWC's protected list. The meat is
reportedly to be sold to Japan. Korea is said to be planning a program of
scientific whaling in the Pacific with the minke whales caught also going to
Japan. Norway, facing possible restrictions on fisheries exports to the United
States because it continued whaling, plans a shift from commercial to scientific
whaling in 1988.

"The IWC began to focus on the issue of scientific whaling at its recent
meeting, but seems far from ready to set the terms for such operations. An indi-
cation of the official U.S. view of research whaling is likely to surface soon.
Iceland exports fishery products to the United States and is, therefore, subject to
the provision of fisheries law that calls for restrictions on such imports at the
discretion of the President when IWC rules are violated. The Icelanders are said
to be adamant about their prerogatives to whale in northern waters. With their
control of bases crucial to NATO they would appear to hold a stronger political hand
than the whales."

So, keep writing letters. It may seem an uphill battle in tkis administrationm,
and military bases and computer chips are more often at the bargaining table than
whales. But all it takes is the graceful sight of a minke whale off Rocky Point

at sunset to remind us -~ it's not too late.






Northern Right Whale Dolphin ~ On March 3 20-40 were near a

school of Risso's Dolphins 14 miles W of Moss Landing (MLML
Transect). 9n March 22 several hundred were with Risso's Dolphins
off Davemport (SK,RW).

Harbor Porpoise - 43, was an.exceptionall& high winter count,

is usually being their low period. These animals were inshore
.5 =1.5 miles off the beach between Moss Landing and Aptos,
Santa Cruz Co. on March 3 (MLML Transect).

pall's Porpoise - This species was observed associating with
Common Dolphins S of Santa Cruz Pt. on March 17 (SK,RW).

Dall's infrequently associate with other odontocetes in our
area. 17 in 5 groups,including 1 juvenile,were observed along
the 100 fathom curve from outer Carmel Bay N to off the Salinas-
Rivermouth (AB,SHJ). Numerous reports were logged by part¥yboat
skippers DL and RT fro® normal locations in and around th¥ Bay.

Northern.Fleg%ant Seal - On March 2 on an inaccesible S Monterey
0. beac ‘Temales were present together with 8 pups. Many
additional pups were thought to have perished at this site during
a period of heavy swells in late Jamary (RJ).

California Sea Lion - Monterey Breakwater hosted 370-400 animals
on March 28 (AB,SHJ). late April and May will see a decline

as local animals migrate S to breeding rookeries in S California
and perhaps Mexico.

Bonus Species

Basking Shark - On March 23 a 20-25' individual was among the
salmon fleet near "A" Buoy off Fort Ord (KT).

Lenpard Shark - 12-15 were highly visible in Whalers Cove, Pt.
Iobos Researve during exceptionally calm and clear conditions
on March 29 (JW). This species is known to become numerous

insgore at this time of year, although not usually visible from
and,

White Shark -~ 2 individuals estimated to be 12*' and 15' in length
were seen feeding on a yearling gray whale carcass afloat off
Lover's Pt., Pacific Grove on March 28.

Salmon - Fxtraordinary sport fishing in Monterey Bay during the
month,

Sea Turtle sp. - The 18-20" tracks of a large turtle ascended
silomar State Beach from water line to dunes on the morning
of March 20. This extraordinary find could not be corroborated

with any turtle sightings, and remains a mystery (Bob Prince

fide VLY).

Contributors: AB-A. Baldridge; CB-C. Bancroft; CD-C. Dennie,
Skipper iiss Monterey : S&JH-S. and J. Harrison; RJ-R. Jameson;
USFWS; SK-S. Kruse; DL-D. Lemon, Skipper Star of Monterey;

PM-P. Mason; MLML-Moss Landing Marine Labs.; §EJ-§Eearwa¥er
Journeyss; KT-K.Temple, Skipper Telstar; RT-R. Ternullo, Skipper
Pt. Sur Clipper; JW-J. Ware; SW-S. Yebster; RW-R. Wells; VLY- .
V.L. Yadon. »
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DATE
Thursday,

June 25, 1987

PLACE
Fisher Hall,
Hopkins Marine Station

TIME
7:30 PM

SPEAKER

Dr. Harvey Marchant
Visiting Fulbright Scholar
University of California

Santa Cruz

SUBJECT

Conservation of Antarctic
Living Marine Resources:
from krill to the large
whales in this post-whaling
area.

We are extremely fortunate to have Dr. Marchant for our program this
month. Director of the Antarctic Division of the Department of Science,
Australian Federal Government, he is based in Hobart, Tasmania. He is
Australia's delegate to the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic
Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR). He is spending his sabbatical year
working in the laboratories of Dr. Mary Silver and Dr. David Garrison,
Institute of Marine Science, UCSC. The principal food of the large baleen
whales, krill, exists in staggering numbers, perhaps five hundred million
tons. It is estimated that the whales alone consume up to forty million
tons a year and there is growing concern over the effect that an in-
creased krill fishery would have on this vital food supply. Dr. Marchant's
talk will, among other things, provide us with an up-to-date discussion
of this fishery and its potential impact on other resources.
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RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERV§TIONS - APRIL 1987
---compiled by Alan Baldridge---

Humpback - 2 observed northbound W of Pillar Pt., San Mateo Co. during
April from the air (TD).

Gray Whale - Northbound migrants were last reported off Paclific Grove at
Otter Pt. April 10 (B&JH). Nevertheless, observations of cow/calf pairs
continued with a pair near Pt. Pinos on April 15 (CH) and 2 pairs off
Granite Canyon, near Rocky Pt., Blg Sur on April 25 and 26 (DR). Another,
pair were northbound at Moss Landing Marine Labs on April 28 (SB). Tom
Dohl commented that observers at Pt. Sal, San Luis Obispo Co. considered,

there to be no peak in the cow/calf pair migration this spring, "just
strung out over time",

Orca - Omitted last month was a pod of three (an adult mail, an immature
mail or female and a juvenile) on March 7 southbound at Pt. Lobos. They
were close to Sea Lion Pt. and south shore (JM, et al). They were tracked
from Highway 1 from Yankee Pt. south to Soberanes Pt. where they veered
further off shore passing Rocky Pt. Much acrobatic activity and play with
kelp (AB, CG). On April 29, 1 was glimpsed in hazy conditions off Otter
Pt. Pacific Grove as it headed NW into the bay. Others may have been
present (BH, AB). Outside of our area at Montara, San Mateo Co., a pod

of 5 - 7 (including 1 large male) swam N .5 miles off shore on April 5.
Seen from the air (TD).

Common Dolphin - On March 11, 75 entered southern Monterey Bay off Otter
Pt. and Hopkins Marine Station, Pacific Grove (B&JH, AB).

Risso's Dolphin - Groups of 15-20 and 10-15 animals 13 miles SW of Moss

Landing on April 26 (JS). On April 28 about 30 animals were 10.5 miles
8SW of Moss Landing (JS).

Pilot Whale - A small group of 5 animals travelling rapidly N were 8
miles SW of Santa Cruz on March 30. This is a rare species in our area
and is not even recorded annually (DL).

Northern Right Whale Dolphin - 30-40 animals were with 10-15 Risso's
Dolphins about 13 miles SW of Moss Landing on April 26 (JS).

Harbor Porpoise - 3 animals were close to Monterey Marina on Mar 28 (DL).
This species is usually seen in the NE part of the bay, close to shore.
On April 26, 7 animals were 7.5 miles SSW of Moss Landing in 48 fathoms
of water, deeper than their usual habits (JS8).

Dall's Porpoise - Several groups of 5-10 animals W of Moss Landing over

the submarine canyon on April 26 (JS). This is a reliable location for
this species.

Harbor Seal - April produced numerous reports of pupping activity from
Hopkins Marine Station 8 to Dolan Rock in Big Sur.

Northern Elephant Seal - A female or sub-adult male in the Bird Island/
Gibson Beach area at Pt. Lobos on April 4 (NT).

(Continued on page 6)




THE SPLASH Z0NE
Bits and Pleces of Information f£rom Hither and Yon
---compiled by Esta Lee Albright---

SEA TURTLES AND ACRONYMS

Ever elusive, sea turtles stir
the imagination of scientists and
conservationists. Greenpeace is try-
ing to keep endangered sea turtles
(especially Kemp's ridley which is
"precariously on the verge of ex-
tinction") out of nets of shrimp
trawlers. Trawlers are responsible
for the deaths of 11000 sea turtles,
including 800 Kemp's ridleys, each
year. A device called a TED has been
developed; it reduces the turtle take
to near zero, sharply reduces the
catch of £in f£ish, and does not sig-
nificantly reduce the shrimp catch.
TEDS (Turtle Excluder Devices) re-
cently were accepted by shrimp fish-
ermen, but when NMFS (National Marine
Fisheries Service) issued regulations
to reflect their agreement, Gulf
Coast shrimpers balked. The matter is
up for resolution in Louisiana.
(GREENPEACE ACTION ALERT, March 24,
1987)

Another acronym, TDR, stands for
time-depth recorder, which is at-
tached to the back of the endangered
giant Leatherback Turtles to study
feeding behavior during the nesting
season. A TDR is attached when the
female is ashore to lay eggs on St.
Croix, USVI. It uses a pressure sen-
sor connected to a light-emitting
diode to trace a record on a moving
strip of £ilm. The £ilm record re-
vealed that the turtles made about
three dives per hour, day and night.
Two dives were recorded to depths
estimated at 1260 meters (4130 feet),
which were deeper than the deepest
dive ever recorded by an air-breath-
ing animal. The closest record is of
a sperm whale which was found tangled
in a submarine cable at a depth of
i140 meters. (UNDERWATER USA, May

987)

Any glimpse into the life of an animal quickens our own and makes
it so much the larger and better in every way.
- John Muir

SARDINES

A directed fishery for sardines
resulted in landings of 28 tons in
Montery Bay ports, according to Cali-
fornia Fish and Game March report.

OTTERS

The CFG Report also featured cen-
suses at the edges of the sea otter
range, counting 48 sea otters south
of Pt. San Luis and 43 otters north
of Pt. Santa Cruz.

Mortality of sea otters in March
1987 totaled nine, compared with
four in this month last year. Otter
mortality Jan.-Mar. 1987 totalled
nineteen, compared to sixteen last
year. Several sea otter carcasses
with shark bites were examined from
the southern half of Monterey Bay.
A more fortunate sea otter had its
deep cuts sutured. It was kept at
the Monterey Bay Aquarium for a
week; it gained 6 lbs and was re-
leased.
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And all this happens in the sea, in the salt
Where God is also love, but without words:

and Aphrodite is the wife of whales

Most happy, happy she !

and Venus among the fishes skips and is a she-dolphin...

- D.H. Lawrence

SOUND FAMILIAR?

When your home is on land that
juts out into the sea, in an area
rich in marine life, you get in-
volved. Many of us here have much
empathy with Dr. Dorothy Spero, West
Quoddy Biological Research Station,
Lebec, Maine. The station is on a
point of land near the Bay of Fundy
and Dr. Spero came seven years ago
to gather acoustical and behavioral
data on Northern Right Whales. She
tracks a large vocal repertoire of
whale calls, seemingly dependent on
behavior, and recognizing individual
vocal "signatures".

The marine mammals are a shared and
universal good, a common heritage of
mankind. They have opened our eyes
to the final limits of power, beauty
and grace that life can reach. This
contribution is to all the peoples of
the earth. - Victor Scheffer

From Quoddy Head, Dr. Spero soon
spotted Right, Finback, Humpback
and Minke Whales, all within fifty
feet of the shore line. The whales
opened other doors, too, on the wild
meadows, bogs and mudflats of the
point. Soon, people were calling on
her staff to rescue wounded animals
stranded there. After receiving the
necessary permits, they mixed whale
research and animal care, releasing
countless woebegone creatures as
small as shore birds and as large as
whales. One special patient returns
for visits, a harbor seal that came
with a gunshot wound, probably from
nearby Canada, where there is a
bounty on seals -- $15 a nose. Be-
ginning at approximately a week and
raising him to three months of age,
Spero's staff fed him a formula of
cow's milk, cream and herring fol-

lowed by live herring dropped into a
pool three times a day.

"As soon as possible, we try to
dehumanize the animals in our care,"
S8pero says. "That's essential if we
are going to reintroduce them to the
natural environment. It can be tough,
for seals can break your heart by
wailing when they are bored and hun-
gry for attention".

Sending stranded dolphins back
to sea has been more difficult. Spero
has set up a stranding network and
distributed flyers on what to do if
a stranded animal is sighted, lead-
ing to better cooperation from local
fishermen, who will shoot entangled
cetacea, to avoid loss of nets.

Some of the above will ring a
bit familiar to some local persons.
It's nice to have a connectian
across the continent. (CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE MONITOR, Oct. 28, 1986)
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DATE: Thursday, July 30, 1987

PLACE: Fisher Hall
Hopkins Marine Station

TIME: 7:30 PM

SPEAKER: Susan McBride
Moss Landing Marine Laboratories

SUBJECT: Trade Wind Sailing and Tropical Adventures

An eight year circumnavigation aboard the 37 foot sloop
"Chrysalis" was an adventure in sailing and a collection of
cultural experiences for our speaker. Traveling the world
aboard her boat at a leisurely pace and with just one trav-
eling companion allowed extended visits and time to learn
the customs and ways of life of many countries. Down~wind
sailing between islands was the usual pattern but passages
to New Zealand and rounding the Cape of Good Hope kept the
sailing challenge alive. Susan will share some of her many
adventures and show us the way of life of some other peoples
who, like us, live by the sea.

JULY 1987
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HOW TO WATCH WHALEWHATCHERS
---Esta Lee Albright---

Looking back at Summer and Fall, 1986, we wonder if we will see the
likes of such whalewatching again---Blue Whales inside the Bay, close
enough to Cypress Point for spouts to be watched from land, unheard of
numbers (20+) feeding at the edge of the Canyon; Orcas, Dolphins. Many
times the Blue Whales seemed to be as curious about boats as the people
on the boats were eager to see whales. Was this unusual interface of
people and whales a one-time experience for this area---did whalewatching
behavior support continuation of such a privilege?

Every person can monitor whalewatching activity. It takes a little
care and cool-headed observation. It's best supported by good notes and
clear photographs. Here are some instructions:

(1) Vessels should not be operated at speeds faster than a
whale while paralleling and within 100 yards of a whale. Vessels
should not be operated at speeds faster than the slowest whales
while paralleling or between groups of whales and within 100 yards
of them. Vessels should be operated at a constant speed while
paralleling or following a gray whale and within 100 yards of the
whale*., There should be no circling of a whale or groups of whales.
Boats should not run up on a whale's spout, wait for the whale to
move off, then run up on the spout again. Boats need to stay off
to the side and go parallel (or slightly behind and to the side)
to whales as they swim. But how far is 100 yards when the sea is
rough, the boats are moving as are the whales? A good way to express
distance is in boat lengths. If you can report that a boat named
"Wrongdoing” was consistently one to two boat lengths or less from a
whale spout, moving toward the whale with each sighting, and it was
driven by a tall male in yellow slickers and a black beard, you can
effectively report an infringement of whalewatching guide lines.

You must add your location, length of observation, time, day and
activity. It is best if you can report the identification number of
the Wrongdoing ("CF number" on the bow). It's even better if you
have a clear picture of the boat, showing number or characteristic
markings, and it s bow sticking into the whale spout or such.

(2) A vessel should not be used to separate a whale from its
calf. It should not be used to herd or drive whales. Operators
of vessels or aircraft should not perform any actions that sub-
stantially disrupt the normal behavioral pattern of a whale.

A substantial disruption of a normal behavioral pattern may be
manifested by, among other actions on the part of the whale, a
rapid change in direction or speed; escape tactics such as swim-
ming away rapidly at the surface; attempts by a female to shield
a calf from a vessel or a human observer by tail swishing or by
other movements to protect her calf.* This means that, in addi-
tion to observing a boat too close to a whale, you must also
observe what changes in behavior result. Note the whale's be-
havior before and after Wrongdoing's actions. Did the whale speed
up, dive and change course, begin spouting rapidly as it tried
to get away? Current whale watching procedure includes stopping
a boat in the vicinity of a whale and sitting idly in the water
leaving the decision to the whale as to whether it will approach,
swim by, or avoid the boat. You may, then, see a whale near a
boat, but the whale's behavior is reqular, at a steady pace,

and obviously undisturbed.

Continued on page 4



HOW TO WATCH WHALE WATCHERS (Continued from page 2)

(3) Aircraft should not fly lower than 1000 feet while within
a horizontal distance of 100 yards from a whale.* That's a tough
one to estimate. About all you can do is report the type of air-
craft and how many wingspans above the water it flies. Buzzing
whales from a plane and hovering over them in a helicopter are
obvious infringements--one fast fly-by may be less of a fault but
the 1000-foot distance is still important. For alrcraft, you
need the type, number, and all the same behavior changes, loca-
tion, time, and your own identification.

*These gqguidelines are from National Marine Fisheries Service and the
observers' techniques are from Steve Meyer, NMFS representative in Mon-
terey. Steve is an unusual combination of biologist and law enforcement
officer. He can make citations and he can enforce the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection act of 1972, but such action requires the documented observations
explained above and an observer willing to sign a statement. Steve also
spends time giving warnings and educating the publlec about the legal
aspects of protecting marine mammals. He listens to information and com-
plaints, but, with a sigh, he says that the warnings often don't help a
situation; fines do.

The ACS Chapter has several points of liaison with Steve. For whale-
watching, you can call your observations to Steve at (408)-649-2894, or
or to the regional NMFS office in Santa Rose where there is a 24-hour
answer machine at (707)-525-4291. Call our own chapter phone for more in-
formation about observations that have teeth.

Steve Meyer wishes that more people knew about the guidelines and why
they exist. As it says in an ad, "Tell a friend," especially the ones
that go out on the water. Careful observation of whalewatching guidelines
protect the natural history of the whale--feeding, behavior, migration,
mating behavior, pregnancy and birth, and care of the calves. Any of the
harassed whale behavior mentioned above can mean danger to a pregnant
whale, or a calf's getting separated from the mother and subject to prey,
and much more. Local commercial whalewatch skippers have observed that
careful attention to the guidelines results in longer and better whale-
watching. It is time to convince pleasure boaters, zodiac skippers, and
everyone else.

WHALEWATCHERS ORGANIZED IN HAWAII
---Esta Lee Albright---

Whalewatching tour boats and other boats can effect the behavior of
the estimated 500 to 1000 humpback whales that reside in breeding grounds
in the Hawalian Islands from January to April every year. Some indications
are: whale surface times are reduced when boats are nearby; whales display
fluke-up dives (signifying dives of long duration) when boats come within
500 meters of them; whales swim faster when boats come close; and more.

Whalewatching is reported to be one of the fastest growing ocean rec-
reation activities in Hawaii--nothing new to Californians and even East
Coast Americans. The above effects were observed during a Sea-Grant-sup-
ported study off West Maul. Boat and whale interactions were studied off
Pt. Reyes California last winter, partially supported by the Oceanic
Society. What will be the follow-up of these data collections?















DO - SI - DO FOR WHALES

Mark your calendar right now for a good time on the evening of Octo-
ber 24, at the ACS Barbeque. The menu will include a choice of alba-
core or chicken, with french bread and salad. Anyone who has first-hand
knowledge of the famous food at famous Moss Landing Marine Lab parties

will heartily recommend ours for the cooking because we've signed on the
same chef.

But that's not all. Entertainment (in addition to good-time people)
will be an "amateur square dance." That means that the music and the

caller will be expert but the dancers won't. You can bring both your
left feet and fit right in.

The hall, New Monterey Neighborhood Center on Lighthouse Avenue in
Monterey will hold 80 people, so watch for a formal announcement and make
your reservations immediately. There will be a charge to cover food, live
music and a donation to ACS.

This is serious stuff. We need fund raisers in order to support next

year's research grants and the work of the chapter. The need is great---

but the fun will be, too. s\\g
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In the June 1986 SOUNDINGS we reported that Milos Radakovich had
designed a float/sling to support a dolphin in the water. With private
donations through the SPCA, the device was built by a local seamstress.
The idea is to give a sick or wounded dolphin a pair of "waterwings,"

so that it would not need constant support by a human standing in cold
water or surf (see page 1).

On July 29, the float was put to the test on a Pacific Whitesided
Dolphin that was stranding beside Cannery Row. Milos and Bob Huett_mann
were in the water with the dolphin about an hour and only had to guide
the dolphin instead of keeping it afloat. Then, when the dolphin was in

a quarantine tank at the Aquarium, the "waterwings" supported it con-
tinuously.

At first, the dolphin seemed to respond to medication and care, but
died July 30, apparenttly due to pneumonia and other complications. Much
was learned from this episode. The aquarium is to be congratulated on
quick, temporary acceptance of the dolphin. Beachwatch volunteers Bob
Huett_mann, Bob Western, George Powell and Cindy Hazard took turns all
night to make notes on respiration, activity and the use of the float.

We're still learning, but it works! .. N5
@
OTHER SO SAME CAUSE ©
AN CIETY BUT K&\\\{(}q@.
The OCEANIC SOCIETY, which calls itself "the only internationally
recognized membership organization devoted to ocean issues," is taking
up the cause of opposing whaling for "science." In a June letter, the so-
ciety asks for letters to support its stand, preferably with donations
(1536 16th Street NW, Washington, DC, 20036), for letters to the Secretary
of Commerce (Washington, DC, 20230) and support for their "meetings with
policy makers inside and outside the government" to try and stop the

whaling this fall. Well, it's good to have a fellow nrganization to

(Continued on page 4)






ANOTHER SOCIETY BUT SAME CAUSE (Continued from page 2)

help in the battle--some of your membership dues that stays at ACS Nation-
al supports such efforts, too. We certainly recommend support, and your
reading their magazine OCEANS. In the May/June issue is an article by fa-
miliar ACS member and well-known artist Richard Ellis, "Why Whales Strand."
In the August issue, in the "Letters" section, are some interesting reac-
tions to his article--then Ellis' reaction to the reactions. The arguments
form a readable discussion of the ethics around marine mammal rescue, which
certainly is a familiar issue In these parts.

e While you're writing letters, don't forget to write in support of mak-
ing MonEergg Bay a Marine Sanctuary, as requested in SOUNDINGS for June.
If you've lost the address, call Curt Cureton or S8hella Baldrlidge. Curt says
tha: the hearings will be at the end of September and letters are very im-
portant.e

A SHOW OF W.H.A.L.E.S
s e i i
On the video monitor in the aquarium art gallery moved a Humpback whale
and calf. The sound track was a continuous medley of clicks, grunts, calls

and groans. A visitor beside me asked, "Are they talking to each other?
What are they saying?"

Without thinking, I answered, "The mother whale is telling her calf to
watch out for that crazy photographer."™ The visitor laughed and I threw in
some of the popular theories on whale communication.

Multi-level, multi-medium information becomes effective at times, and
the same goes for art shows. The pictures and sculpture are enhanced by
video tapes of whales and dolphins in motion in the current show in the
aquarium's second-floor art gallery--"W.H.A.L.E.S." Sponsored by Bank of
America, its opening corresponds with the bank's "whale checks" that bene-
fit the aquarium and the Marine Mammal Fund. The show is small but of high
quality and runs through September 8th. There is a nice array of Randy
Puckett sculpture. Larry Foster's quite varied works in pencil, oil and
water color provoke scientific interest mixed with emotion; the large pen-
cil drawing of a Minke Whale has feelings of both sleek power and softness.
Quality of the video tape is uneven, but who cares about that when it comes
to closeup views of Blue Whales? These capture the goes-on-forever feeling
of watching the massive backs slide through the water. Whether or not you
get the whalechecks, don't miss the show. '

°
WHALEFEST AT MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM
QA .

WHALEFEST to celebrate the gray whales off the Central Coast will be
January 23 to April 3, 1988. There will be enhancement of the marine mammal
exhibit, in the form of a series of exhibits throughout the aguarium, fea-
turing feeding, migration, people and whales, communication, size, shape and
structure, according to Judy Rand. Special events will include member's
nights, lectures and field trips. Aquarium guides have been asked for sug-
gestions and there is a Whalefest box on the volunteer's. table. If you have
ideas of how ACS might coordinate with this program, please advise Shella
Baldridge. If you would like to suggest something to the aquarium while the
event is still in the planning stages, you might tell George Powell or Esta
L.ee Albright who will pass it along. A recent memo about the festival said,
"It's a celebration of these beautiful creatures, and should be a strong
emotional experience for our visitors, with the conservation ethic being a
key element of the message they take away."

e









SEPTEMBER MEETING

DATE & TIME: Thursday, September 24, 1987 - 7:30 PM
PLACE: Fisher Hall, Hopkins Marine Station

SPEAKER: Judson Vandevere

TOPIC: Marine Mammals I Have Known

There can be few local folks with an interest in natural
history who have not at some time or another taken a class
from Jud Vandevere, or gone on a nature walk with him or in
some way been enriched from his bountiful store of knowledge.
A walk with Jud is not just a walk - it is an entry into the
a world of insects, birds, plants and mammals of which those
with a less knowing and patient eye are completely unaware.
Jud has also spent time on the ocean and his interest in
marine mammals stretches back 28 years. He will share some
of these experiences with us - especially those from the many
hours he has spent studying the Southern Sea Otter. Don't
miss this one - you are in for a treat.

Note: The above drawing was used for the popular art show
"Artisans Give Thanks to the Animals" which benefited ACS,
the Audubon Society and Friends of the Sea Otter. Somehow
it always reminded us of Jud.

SEPTEMBER 1987

Soundin gs MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER

Eﬂ7 AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
gep 16
HOPKINS MARINE STATION LibkAus.









DOLPHINS IN PERIL (Continued from page 2)

6- New labelling requirements that allow consumers to better
distinguish between tuna caught by setting on dolphin.

7- Action by the International Whaling Commission to regulate
incidental killing of dolphins.

8- The US to take the lead in the development of a new inter-
national convention on incidental killing of marine mammals in the
Eastern Tropical Pacific to include participants of all countries
fishing in the region.

9~ Increased research into fishing methods which do not re-
sult in the death of dolphins and porpoises.

10- Greater licensing fees on the tuna industry to reflect
actual costs of research and enforcement.

11- Increased research into biology of dolphin and tuna.

12- Full access to Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
observer data relating to the tuna-dolphin issue for National
Marine Fisheries Service and other interested parties.

(Sources of the above information: Earth Island Institute/Whale Center pro-
posal, May 1987; International Union for the Conservation of Nature and

Natural Resources, Newsletter of the Cetacean Specialist Group, May 1987).
® NOW AND THEN THERE'S HELP

Against the tragic dolphin kill figures, one looks for some hope that
regulatory practices can make a difference, should governments support
them. From Canada, where marine mammals are not always widely protected
by law, comes the following hopeful news. (Source: National Fisherman,
September 1987).

The joint Japanese - Canadian flying squid fishery off the
West Coast of British Columbia continues despite concerns about
the bycatch of marine mammals. Two Canadaian vessels and one
Japanese vessel fished in 1986. This year, only one Canadian
Vessel, the Ocean Pearl, is fishing with the Japanese vessel.

In 1986, the three vessels took a total of 33 porpoises,
five Pilot Whales (four were released alive), three Pacific
White-sided Dolphins, four Northern Right Whale Dolphins, two
Killer Whales and one Cuvier Beaked Whale. The Canadian vessels
had the majority of the bycatch. This year's fishery has more
safeguards to minimize the bycatch:

The Canadian vessel will closely follow the experi-
enced Japanese research vessel's location, f£ishing times
and techniques;

Tests will be conducted on new nets with hollow, air-
filled webbing to provide increased acoustics, enabling
mammals to detect and avoid nets more easily;

Mammals' sensitivity to water temperature will be
studied to determine if fishing in certain temperature
zones can reduce mammal bycatch; and

When mammals are in the vicinity of vessels, the time
a net is in the water will be reduced.

o



Inspiration for the battle to improve conservation is provided
further when an individual action sets a chink of light in the gloomy

situtation. This story is such a gift. (National Fisherman, September,
1987).

When gillnetter George Abbott found a 40' Humpback Whale
in his gillnet, he did what his grandparents always told him
to do with wild animals -- he spoke to it in his native Tlingit
language.

"I told him to relax," Abbott later explained to an Alaska
Public Radio reporter, "I told him I would get him out.”

Abbott said both he and the whale remained calm while he
cut web away from the mammal. When he had cut away enough net
so the whale could escape, he told it -- again in Tlingit --
to swim away, which it did.

"Killer Whale"

Reproduced from a silk-
screen by Haida artist
Robert Davidson.

South of the Tlingit
Indian Lands are those
of the Halda (noxrth of
Vancouver Island),
where cetaceans are
revered. Killer whales
appear on many totems
and are the official
symbol of Alert Bay,
near Telegraph Cove,
favorite haunts of

the Orcas of Johnstone
Strait.










VOICE OF THE WHALE

Note: The puzzle of cetacean sound making continues to fascinate
researchers. Below is a news item from the October 1987 issue of
Oceans, the journal of the Oceanic Society.

A new medical tool may help solve a mystery that has long puzzled bi-
ologists: Since whales and dolphins have no vocal cords and don't exhale
when they vocalize, how do they generate their vast repertoire of clicks,
whistles and grunts?

Now a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) device has been employed -- by
Mike Carvan, a graduate student and Robert Spencer, a professor of radio-
logy, both at the University of Miami -- to look inside the head of a dead
pygmy sperm whale.

MRI is more sensitive than either XRay or CAT scan and is used to ob-
serve soft tissues in the body without surgery. Carvan and Spencer used
MRI to examine the whale's intricate sound producing system.

The researchers found that after air is drawn through the blowhole,
it enters an organ called the "monkey's muzzle" -- so-called because it
looks like the puckered lips of a chimpanzee. When air passes out through
the "lips,"” it vibrates. This internal "Bronx cheer," Carvan thinks, is
the actual source of sound.

After sound is produced, air pockets surrounding the monkey's muzzle
absorb exctraneuos sound waves, which allows the main pulse to travel di-
rectly to the "melon" -- a bulbous, oil-filled cavity in the whale's fore-
head. There the sound is focused into a beam that bounces off the inside
of the whale's skull. The beam picks up speed as it travels forward
through the spermaceti -- the oily, sound-conducting contents of the
melon -- and is projected straight out ahead of the animal.
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Instructive, exciting, fund-raising, with good company

ACS WHALEWATCH

January 10, 1988, Sunday, will be Gray Whale time for

ACS Monterey Bay, so save your whalewatching plans until

then and bring all of your friends. It will be a three-hour

trip on Sunday morning, sponsored by Monterey Sport Fishing.

Once again Benji Shake is donating proceeds to this chapter.

so lets remember such generosity. As a bonus, there will be *
a lecture beforehand on Saturday Night, featuring our own *
experts on the gray whale. We hope to have more than one x
of these combination trips in January, but this is the only *
one that's definite, so mark your calenders and TALK IT UP. ®
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were SW of Santa Cruz, with 1 the following day. On Aug 27, a single ani-
mal breached 21 times. There were 2 on Aug 30 (all ShJ). On Sept 1, 2 were
breaching and lobtailing (ShJ) and on Sept 7, 2 were travelling NW near
Cypress Pt (JS). Outside of our area, a minimum of 110 individuals were
photoidentified in the Farallon/Bodega/Cordell are this summer (JS).

Gray Whale - On Aug 9, 1 near Seal Rock, Pebble Beach in 20 fathoms (DC).
On Sept 5, 30-35' individual was near Lobos Rocks, travelling N (JS). On
Sept 8, an 18' juvenile swam S off Pt. Lobos (EW), and on Sept 10, 1 was
seen off Monterey 8S8tate Beach, Monterey Bay Aquarium and off Pt. Pinos
between 10:30 and 14:30 hours (RS and ShJ).

Baird's Beaked Whale - On Aug 15, 7-8 animals were travelling N over the
Gumdrop Seamount, 20 miles SW of the Farallon Islands off San Francisco
(ShJ). On Sept 3, a very large group of 18 was observed 12 miles SW of
Cypress Pt (EW). On Sept 14, 2 adults and 2 young were 20 miles W of Pt.
Pinos (EW).

Orca - On Sept 10, 4-5 including a large male and calf were followed N
from Cypress Pt. to Pt. Pinos (EW). On Sept 19, 4 were near Cypress Pt.
(ShJ) and on Sept 20, 9 animals in three sub-groups were feeding near
Pt. Pinos (ShJ). They were resighted the following day (EW).

Risso's Dolphin - 30 were in the Bay on July 2 (NB) and 35 on July 12

in a mixed school of White-sided and Right Whale Dolphins (MB). No Auqust
observations. On S8ept 1, there were 8-10 in the Bay and on Sept 12, 4
were 12 miles off Pt. Pinos (ShJ). On Sept 16, there were 30-40 (DC)

and on Sept 19, groups of 15, 7 and 2 were 12 miles 8 of Cypress Pt.
(ShJ). On Sept 23, groups of 18-20, 9 and 6 were seen (EW), and 8 on

Sept 24 (EW).

Pacific Whitesided Dolphin - As always, this is by far the most abundnant
cetacean in our area. On July 28 and 29, there were 50 and "hundreds" off
Otter Pt., Pacific Grove in the early AM (B&JH). On July 29, 100 were
seen from Cypress Pt. (8 and JH) and on July 30, an adult came ashore,
alive, at Cannery Row, Monterey. It was taken to Monterey Bay Aquarium
were it subsequently died (TW). This was the first stranding of this
species this year. On Aug 1, 180 were 2 miles NW of Pt. Pinos (ShJ) and
on Aug 13, 200-250 were 8.5 miles SSW of Pt. Pinos (ShJ). On Aug 22, an
incredible 2300 were in outer Carmel Bay (ShJ). On Aug 29, schools of

500 and 1000 included a fawn colored indivdual 9-10 miles W of Santa Cruz.
On Sept 4, an albino was with 40 Whitesided Dolphins and 100 Right Whale
Dolphins (EW). On Sept 14, a mixed school of 1000 "lags" and "lissos"
were scattered over a 5 mile area and later bunched together. This group
included 2 albinos, one of them previously photographed, as well as an
individual minus the dorsal £in. The finless individual was re-sighted

on Sept 17 (ShJ). On Sept 23, 250 mixed with 80 Right Whale Dolphins were
off Pt. Pinos (EW). The above observations are selected and do not
include days when only small numbers were observed.

Common Dolphin - On Sept 11, 700 were seen in a very tight school followed
by large numbers of seablirds, the first of the fall (EW). On Sept 26, 70
animals including several small youn entered S Monterey Bay off Otter Pt.
and travelled as far as the Coast Guard Breakwater at Monterey before
returning to the open ocean (B&JH, AB).
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A list of contributors may be found on page 6.
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DECEMBER MEETING

Topic: Marine Mammals of the Southern Ocean
Speakers: Doug and Gail Cheeseman
Date: Thursday, December 3rd (Please note change of date from last

Thursday in month).

Doug was lecturer/naturalist on two cruises aboard the Lindblad
Explorer from Punta Arenas, Chile to the Antarctic Peninsula and

to several sub-Antarctic islands. These islands are noteworthy for
their pinniped and seabird colonies. You will be treated to accounts
of encounters with Humpbacks and other cetaceans of the Southern
Ocean as well as Southern Fur Seals, Hooker's Sea Lions and other
species. The speakers will also include slides from their whale
observations in the Canadian Maritimes. Doug is an outstanding
lecturer and ecologist on the Faculty of De Anza College, Cupertino.
He is also a master photographer. He and his wife Gail operate
Cheeseman Ecology Safaris to East Africa, the Galapagos, South

America and other areas. Their combined enthusiasm is legendary.

Note: ACS meetings are the last Thursday of every month (except
during the November-December holiday season) and are held in

Figsher Hall, Hopkins Marine Station, Pacific Grove. The public
is welcome to attend.

HOPKINS MARINE STATION LIBRARY
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November 5th 1987

RECFNT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS - October 1987
Compiled by Alan Baldridge

Introduction: The Blue Whale influx of Oct./Nov. 1986 has not
been repeated so far. Large whales were relatively scarce =
during the month in the Monterey Bay region, although apparemtly.,
more numerous to the north from Half Moon Bay northward. Note-
worthy was the continued presence of large schools of Pacific
White-sided Dolphins (including albinistic individuals), Northern
Right Whale Dolphins and a rapid build-up of Risso's Dolphins.
There were also exciting Orca observations.

Blue Whale - 3 lunge-feeding individuals were off-shore on Oct. 4
(BW) and on Oct. 5 3 more, lunge-feeding, 15 miles SW of Pt. Sur
(AB,ShJ). On the same day 5 were in Monterey Peninsula waters
(RS). 9-11 individuals were observed on Oct. 9 (ShJ) and 3 on
Act. 17 20 plus miles SW of Cypress,Pt., Pebble Beach (ShJ).

Nn Net. 27 1 was 16 miles from Pt. Pinos, Pacific Grove (BW).
OQutside of our areaduring Sept. up_to 26-28 animals were present
along the 1000 fathom curve from Ano Nuevo Island to Pillar Pt.,
San Mateo Co. (TD).

Minke Whale - 1 was close to the Peninsula on Oct. 3 and 1 very
close to pPacific Grove on Oct. 8 (ShJ). On Oct. 12 1 was close to
Pt. Pinos (per ShJ). There were 3 on Oct. 13 1 of which breached,
a behavior rarely observed in our area.(ShJ). 1 was near Santa Cruz
buoy on Oct. 15 (AB,ShJ). At Granite Canyon DFG Lab., Rocky Pt.,
Big Sur there were singles on Oct. 19 and 22 with 3-4 there on

Oct. 20 (MH, SMeB, DR).

Humpback Whale - 1 was seen on Oct. 9 (ShJ). On Oct. 24 3 moved
S of Granite Canyon (MH, DR). 1 was in Carmel Bay on Oct. 25 (CD)
while 2-4 were off Asilomar, Pacific Grove, (BW).

Gray Whale - An immature was off the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Monterey
on Oct. I (FLA) and off Pt. Pinos later (ShJ). On Oct. 11 a small
calf trailing fishing gear passed Pt. Lobos State Reserve (NF,JH,GL).
On 2ct., 20 a very small individual entered Moss Landing Hartor

(NMIML) and what was probably the same animal was among the boats

at Fisherman's Wharf on Oct. 23 (BS, EIA).

Sperm Whale - Pods of 5-7 animals were frequently sighted 23-27
miIes ofTshore along the 4000 fathom curve from Santa Cruz north

to Pillar Pt., San Mateo Co. Most sightings were far offshore from
Ano Nuevo Island during aerial surveys (TD). The Davidson Sea-
mount, 70 miles SW of Pt. Sur, an area where they have been observed,
failed to yield any on Oct. 5 (AB,ShJ).

Baird's Beaked Whale - There were 2 sightings of this rare species.

5-7.were seen offshore on Oct. 5 (RS). On Oct. 30 4 were observed
3 miles off Pt. Lobos and were followed N until off Pt. Pinos (NB).

Cuvier's Beaked Whale - A single large individual was observed on
0ct. 5 GO miles SSW from Pt. Sur in 1900 fathoms (AB,ShJ). On Oct.
11 a group of 5-6 was ohserved 9 miles SW of Pt. Pinos. This species
$s shy around boats although we managed to time their dives at

20 minutes. Hydrophcne recordings were made in the presence of

these animals, perhaps the rarest regularly occurring cetacean
species in our area (AB,ShJ).
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Another title in the series

WatChing Whales Learning about

the ocean

by Bruce R. Mate, Extension Oceanographer, Oregon State University Marine mammals—especially whales—
are a popular cause with the American

public. Even wilhout scientific training,
you can contribute to what science is
learning about whales. One way to do

Table 1.—Blowing and diving characteristics of some ol the large whales (reproduced so is to build accurale and systematic
by permission from Gordon C. Pike, Guide to the Whales, Porpoises and Dolphins of the habits of observing, idenlifying, re-
North-East Pacific and Arctic Waters of Canada and Alaska) cording, and reporting your whale
sightings. Here are tips on how to do it.
Surfacing and blowing Beginning the dive Diving
4 When and where
gﬁ 1. Observe from coastal headlands that
'i? Blue jut out into the ocean—especially
(}. those with good eievation.
. - e, - 2. Pick early morning hours. Condi-
] tions are usually more favorable be-
a fore winds cause whitecaps on the
‘} $ water's surface.
Finback 3. Choose weather favoring a calm
ocean. Don't go during or just after
= A_ i S a heavy storm. Overcast days are

good for whale watching because
there is litlle glare.

%‘\ Sei

T What to look for
__ ) - S —_— 1. Scan the horizon and look for the

blow—vapor, waler, or condensa-
tion blown into the air up to 12 feet

Co (3.6 m) when the whale exhales.
\‘\%d‘w Humpback (Backlighting by the afternoon sun .

W m can sometimes be helpful in spot-
Y n— P N ling the blow initially.) See table 1.
: 2. Once you locate a blow, stay with

it. Where you see one blow, you will
see others, either from other whales

@ Gray or a single whale. Getting the range
Mg:f (distance) to whales is a frequent

Right
b}
23 (7
)
R\ Sperm
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