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Santa  C a t a l i n a  I s l and  

1. To c o l l e c t  spiny l o b s t e r ,  PanuZirus interruptus. 

2. To o b t a i n  blood samples and b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  swabs 
f o r  sp iny  l o b s t e r .  

Trapping f o r  l o b s t e r  was conducted i n  a r e a s  of s u i t a b l e  
l o b s t e r  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Isthmus Cove u t i l i z i n g  
bo th  commercial t r a p s  (2 f t  x 4 i nch  mesh) and sma l l  mesh 
( 1  inch  x 1 inch)  t r a p s .  Traps were f i s h e d  a t  depths  
ranging from 20 t o  70 f t .  Add i t i ona l  l o b s t e r  were captured  
by hand dur ing  n i g h t  d i v e s .  A l l  l o b s t e r  caught were 
measured and sexed and a l l  those  between 48 mm and 111 mm 
were marked w i t h  coded t a i l  punches corresponding t o  3 mm 
carapace  l e n g t h  (C. L. ) s i z e  groupings. 

Blood samples and b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  swabs were taken from 
approximately 100 l o b s t e r .  

Four n i g h t s  of t rapping  y i e lded  337 sp iny  l o b s t e r  and n i g h t  
d iv ing  accounted f o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  26. A t o t a l  of 293 
new l o b s t e r  were i n  our  marking s i z e  range along w i t h  52 
r ecap tu re s .  These were t a i l  punched and a l l  were r e l e a s e d  
i n  t h e  gene ra l  a r e a  of capture .  

Recapture r a t e s  f o r  t h e  fou r  s e t s  ranged between 13.4% and 
21.8%. None of t h e  recaptured  l o b s t e r  had moulted s i n c e  
be ing  marked. 

Mating had j u s t  begun a s  only  5% of t h e  captured  females  
were p l a s t e r e d .  
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