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ABSTRACT 

The amount of s h e l l f i s h  imported and p l an ted  i n  S t a t e  waters  
i s  enumerated by s p e c i e s  and compzred w i t h  t h e  previous  
season. Arrangements were made w i t h  t h e  Washington S t a r e  
Department of F i s h e r i e s  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  bulk  of t h e  seed 
o y s t e r s  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  Washington S t a r e .  Only 1 2 1  s tandard  
c a s e s  of P a c i f i c  oys t e r  seed were imported from Japan. Adult 
Eas t e rn  o y s t e r s  were inspec ted  upon a r r i v a l  i n  San Franc isco .  
Two shipments of chione clams from Mexico were inspec ted  a t  
Carlsbad Lagoon. Experimental s t u d i e s  w i th  seed f r o m  mortal- 
i t y  r e s i s t a n t  p a r e n t s  i n d i c a t e  good s u r v i v a l  and growth. 
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1972-1973 SEASON 

s h e l l f i s h  impor t a t ions  f o r  p l a n t i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  wa te r s  dur ing  

the  season Ju ly  1, 1972 through June 30, 1973 included 55,993 sipfoot 

s t r ings  (equiva len t  t o  9,520 s tandard  cases )  of P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed 

f r o m  Washington S t a t e ;  121  s tandard  c a s e s  of Kumamoto o y s t e r  seed from 

Japan; 130 bushe l s  of a d u l t  Eas te rn  o y s t e r s  from New York S t a t e ;  and 

26,000 pounds of chione clams from Mexico. 

The P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed shipments from Washington S t a t e ,  equiva- 

l e n t  t o  9,520 s t anda rd  c a s e s ,  r ep re sen ted  t h e  second h i g h e s t  t o c a l  of 

seed ever  shipped from Washington S t a t e  o r  B r i t i s h  Columbia. Las t  

season seed equ iva l en t  t o  13,252 s tandard  c a s e s  was a  r eco rd  high.  

No P a c i f i c  seed o y s t e r s  o r l g i n a t i n g  from Miyagi P r e f e c t u r e  were 

imported from Japan.  The only seed o y s t e r s  from Japan were 121  s tand-  

ard c a s e s  of Kumamoto seed.  Eas te rn  o y s t e r  shipments from Greenport,  

New York t o t a l e d  130 bushe ls .  Las t  season 1,445 bushe l s  were imported. 

WASHINGTON STATE SEED 

Arrangements t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed ,  Crassostrea ~ i g a s ,  

from Washingtor: S t a t e  were aga in  made wi th  t h e  Washington Department of 

F i s h e r i e s .  Thei r  b i o l o g i s t s  inspec ted  19 t ruck loads  of seed t o t a l i n g  

44,990 s ix - foo t  s t r i n g s .  The seed was packed and shipped dur ing  t h e  

period of February 27 t o  A p r i l  21. In  a d d i t i o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a  Department 

of F i s h  and Game marine b i o l o g i s t s  inspec ted  e i g h t  t ruck loads  t o t a l i n g  

11,003 s ix - foo t  s t r i n g s  of seed.  The seed,  s e t  i n  Dabob Bay, was 

shipped from Hood Canal and Purdy, Washington. Qua l i t y  of t h e  seed was 

good and t h e  supply  appeared t o  be adequate .  



- 2 -  

JAPANESE OYSTER SEED 

only 121 s tandard  cases  of seed o y s t e r s  from Japan were imported 

c a l i f o r n i a  t h i s  season. These were Kumamoto seed o y s t e r s  

petted i n  Japan by Washington Department of F i s h e r i e s  b i o l o g i s t  

,,+ ~ e g e l b e r g .  The seed was shipped t o  Washington S t a t e  and then  s e n t  

by t r uck  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  p l an t ing  i n  Humboldt Bay. 

NEW YORK STATE OYSTERS 

Inspec t ion  of 130 bushe ls  of a d u l t  Eas t e rn  o y s t e r s  from t h r e e  sep- 

a r a t e  shipments took p l ace  a t  San Franc isco .  These o y s t e r s  were p a r t  

of weekly shipments of s h e l l f i s h  from Greenport,  New York. No p e s t s  

were found i n  t h e  shipments. P l a n t i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  were i ssued  and t h e  

oysters were p u t  i n  t h e  waters  of Tornales Bay. 

MEXICAN CLAMS 

Two shipments t o t a l i n g  26,000 pounds of smooth chione clsms, 

Chione fZuctif'raga, from Pfexico were inspec ted  by b i o l o g i s t  

Malcolm Ol iphant  a t  Carlsbad Lagoon dur ing  J u l y  1973.  These clams 

o r ig ina t ed  from t h e  Colorado River De l t a  a r e a  i n  t h e  Gulf of C a l i f o r n i a .  

EXPERIPIENTAL STUDIES 

Add i t iona l  p l a n t i n g s  of P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed from t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  

Department of F i s h  and Game Marine Cu l tu re  Laboratory near  Monterey were 

made dur ing  October 1973.  This  seed,  des igna ted  a s  F s t o c k  from t h e  
2 

f i r s t  gene ra t ion  (F ) of m o r t a l i t y  r e s i s t a n t  p a r e n t s ,  was p lan ted  i n  
1 

Drakes Es te ro .  Observat ion of prev ious  p l a n t i n g s  of seed (F ) from 
1 

m o r t a l i t y  r e s i s t a n t  spawning s t a c k  i n d i c a t e s  good growth and s u r v i v a l .  

This  seed which was produced i n  March, Apr i l  and Septenber 1972 was 
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ted in Drakes Estero, Tomales Bay and Humboldt Bay. Most of the 

,,, from these plantings have now reached harvestable size and are 
than two years old. 

production of additional seed for planting in Humboldt Bay is 

for January. 
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