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S h e l l f i s h  impor ta t ions  f o r  p l a n t i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  waters  du r ing  t h e  

season J u l y  1, 1971 through June  30, 1972 included 76,092 s i x  f o o t  s t r i n g s  

(equiva len t  t o  13,252 s tandard  cases )  of P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed and 528 

bushe ls  of a d u l t  P a c i f i c  o y s t e r s  from Washington S t a t e ;  350 s t anda rd  c a s e s  

of P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed and 100 s t anda rd  c a s e s  of Kumamoto o y s t e r  seed from 

Japan; 1445 bushe ls  of a d u l t  Eas t e rn  o y s t e r s  from New York S t a t e ;  10,000 

pounds of chione clams from Mexico; and miscel laneous s p e c i e s  of abalone,  

s c a l l o p s  and o y s t e r s  t o t a l i n g  2,828 i n d i v i d u a l s  from Japan.  

The P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed shipments from Washington S t a t e ,  equ iva l en t  

t o  13,252 s t anda rd  cases ,  r ep re sen ted  t h e  l a r g e s t  t o t a l  of seed eve r  

shipped from Washington S t a t e  o r  B r i t i s h  Columbia. The previous  h igh  was 

las t  season when shipments equ iva l en t  t o  5,808 s t anda rd  cases  were 

rece ived  (Table 1 ) .  

P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed and Kumamoto o y s t e r  seed from Japan t o t a l i n g  450 

s tandard  c a s e s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  lowes t  number of c a s e s  imported over  t h e  p a s t  

20 years .  

Eas te rn  o y s t e r  shipments from Greenport,  New York t o t a l e d  1,445 bush- 

e l s .  This  w a s  390 bushe ls  more than  t h e  t o t a l  f o r  t h e  1970-71 season.  

- .  WASHINGTON STATE SEED 

Arrangements t o  i n s p e c t  most of t h e  P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed,  Cras sos t r ea  

g igas  from Washington S t a t e  were made wi th  t h e  Washington Department of 

F i s h e r i e s .  Thei r  b i o l o g i s t s  i n spec t ed  32 t ruckloads  of seed  t o t a l i n g  

11 Prepared a t  Marine Resources Laboratory, Marine Resources Region, - 
411 Burgess Drive, Menlo Park, C a l i f o r n i a  94025. 
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63,922 s i x  f o o t  s t r i n g s .  This  seed was packed and shipped dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  

of February 9 t o  May 31. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a  Department of F i s h  and 

Game marine b i o l o g i s t s  inspec ted  six t ruckloads  t o t a l i n g  12,170 s i x  f o o t  

s t r i n g s  of seed and 528 bushe ls  of a d u l t  o y s t e r s  t h a t  were n o t  i n spec t ed  i n  

Washington S t a t e .  The seed was shipped from Hoods Canal and Purdy, Washington. 

The seed was o r i g i n a l l y  caught i n  Dabob Bay, Washington. Qua l i t y  of t h e  

seed was e x c e l l e n t  and t h e  supply was adequate .  

JAPANESE OYSTER SEED 

Inspec t ion  of t h e  350 and 100 s tandard  cases  of P a c i f i c  and Kumamoto 

seed o y s t e r s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  was conducted by Washington Department of F i sh -  

e r i e s  b i o l o g i s t ,  Ron Westley. Arrangements were made wi th  Mr. Westley t o  

conduct t h e  i n s p e c t i o n s  i n  Japan. Mr. Westley in spec t ed  4.7 pe rcen t  of t h e  

P a c i f i c  seed o y s t e r  ca ses  and 12.0 percent  of Kumamoto cases .  He found no 

p e s t s .  Packing and in spec t ion  took p l a c e  a t  t h e  Takahashi and Sawada s i d e s  

a t  Watanoha. 

Due t o  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  and abundance of seed produced i n  Wash- 

ing ton  S t a t e  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s ,  t h e  demand f o r  Japanese seed by C a l i f o r n i a  

and Washington buyers has  decreased tremendously. The inc reased  c o s t  of 

Japanese seed appears  t o  be another  main f a c t o r  f o r  u s e  of American seed.  

There has a l s o  been a heavy demand f o r  Japanese seed by t h e  French who a r e  

w i l l i n g  t o  pay t h e  h igher  p r i c e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed,  shipments from t h e  Mohne Laboratory 

near  Kessennuma, Japan t o t a l e d  1,515 a d u l t  and j u v e n i l e  abalone,  H a l i o t i s  

d i s c u s  hannai and - H. g igantea ,  1 ,253 s c a l l o p s ,  Chlamys n ipponens is ,  and 50 

European f l a t  o y s t e r s ,  Ostrea e d u l i s .  These s h e l l f i s h  were in spec t ed  f o r  

p e s t s  and d i s e a s e  a t  t h e  Menlo Park Marine Resources Laboratory; no p e s t s  

o r  d i s e a s e s  were found. 



NEW YORK STATE OYSTERS 

Three t ruck loads  of a d u l t  Eas te rn  o y s t e r s ,  Cras sos t r ea  v i r g i n i c a ,  

t o t a l i n g  1,445 bushels  were t rucked from New York S t a t e  and p u t  i n t o  t h e  

waters  of Tomales Bay. 

The f i r s t  t ruckload  of 500 bushe ls  was inspec ted  a t  t h e  o y s t e r  company 

a t  Greenport,  N e w  York from October 26 t o  28 by C a l i f o r n i a  F i s h  and Game 

b i o l o g i s t  Nancy Nelson. Harvest ing took p l ace  a t  Gardner 's  Bay, Bed Q301. 

The t r u c k  a r r i v e d  on November 2nd a t  Tomales Bay. Unloading and p l a n t i n g  

occurred dur ing  t h e  same day. 

Second and t h i r d  t ruckload  shipments of 480 and 465 bushe l s  respec-  

t i v e l y  were inspec ted  by our b i o l o g i s t ,  P a t  C o l l i e r  a t  Greenport dur ing  t h e  

per iod  from March 20 t o  22. These o y s t e r s  were from t h e  Eas t  Marion !I3 

bed i n  Gard iner ' s  Bay. The t rucks  a r r i v e d  a t  Tomales Bay oil March 25 and 

28. P l a n t i n g  took p l ace  on March 27 and 28. 

MEXICAN CLAMS 

A shipment of 10,000 pounds of smooth chione clams, Chione f l u c t i f r a g a ,  

from Mexico was in spec t ed  by b i o l o g i s t ,  Jack C a r l i s l e  a t  Carlsbad Lagoon 

on December 20, 1971, These clams o r i g i n a t e d  from E l  Golfo d e  Santa Clara  

nea r  Sonora, Mexico. 

EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES 

P l a n t i n g s  of P a c i f i c  o y s t e r  seed from p a r e n t s  t h a t  have surv ived  

summer m o r t a l i t y  i n  Humboldt Bay f o r  t h e  p a s t  7 y e a r s  o r  more, have been 

made i n  Humboldt and Tomales Bays and a l s o  Drakes Es t e ro .  This  seed was 

produced a t  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Department of F i s h  and Game Marine Cu l tu re  

Laboratory a t  Gran i t e  Canyon nea r  Monterey. Data w i l l  be  obta ined  i n  regard  

t o  s u r v i v a l  and growth. I n i t i a l  observa t ions  a r e  very  encouraging, 
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