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This thesis is an ethnographic exploration of everyday life in a prominent slum
settlement in Delhi. It sensually examines the social, cultural and political
materiality of slums, and the relationship of slums with the middle class. In
doing so, it highlights the politics of sensorial ordering of slums as ‘filthy,
dirty, and noisy’ by the middle classes to calcify their position as ‘others’ in
order to further segregate, exclude and discriminate the slums. The
ethnographic experience in the slums, however, highlights a complex sensorial
ordering and politics of its own.
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