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Australian tropical rainforests represent some of the most diverse and complex ecosystems in 

the world but human activities have often lead to their fragmentation into small habitat 

patches. This thesis investigated the relationship between the availability of seed resources 

and two small mammal species in tropical rainforest fragments on the Atherton Tableland.  

Results show that small mammal populations respond positively to seed resource availability 

but did not over exploit resources within habitat fragments. Feeding trials also demonstrated 

that small mammals can enhance the germination rate of rainforest seeds.  In combination 

this indicates that in Australian tropical rainforest small mammals contribute to forest 

regeneration particularly in areas where large fruit-eating native species are absent.   
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