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EDITORIAL PRACTICE 

The following is a summary of editorial practice used throughout the transcriptions. 

Note values and transposition 

Note values are left unchanged. Transposition follows the common accepted practice 

of upwardly transposing the music a minor third. The justification for this decision will 

be evident in the ranges of the vocal parts. Towards the end of the century, with the 

introduction of the Italianate style, transposition appears to be no longer necessary, 

and is consequently dispensed with. A glance at the prefaratory staves will confirm 

the original key status. It is not clear at what pitch music from earlier in the century 

was performed when it was retained into the 1690s. At written pitch it would be too 

low. 

Directs 

The use of directs throughout the 17th century part-books at Durham to indicate the 

first note of the next line was almost universal. Their appearance in the organ books 

was not restricted to the end of lines however, but rather more they seem to imply 

the existence of a note usually out of reach (i. e. an interval of a tenth or more). 

Occasionally these notes can be accommodated by the other hand, and are often 

written on the other stave as well. Their appearance would seem to imply that, 

although the note may not be played as written, by means of octave substitution it 

can still be incorporated into the accompaniment. In such cases as this, the direct 

has been replaced with the note it represents without comment. 



The reason for this is that, with manual to pedal coupling, the modern-day organist 

can more easily compensate for large stretches, and it is felt that, had the 17th 

century organist had the same facilities, the direct signs would have been written as 

notes. 

Organ Parts 

When filling out organ parts consideration is given to what can be practicably 

managed with two hands, though in rare cases unavoidable stretches of a tenth are 

written. Where this is not feasible, pedal coupling should be used. Consecutives in 

reduced organ parts are often unavoidable. 

It has been decided not to add rests to organ reductions, as this would clutter the 

staves. They are not always in four parts, and the four parts are not always equally 

split between the staves. 

In verse sections, a rest immediately before an entry is taken to show the entry itself 

more clearly, rather than indicating the lack of a note before it. In several instances 

the rest excludes the possibility of a third in a chord, and where editorial filling out 

occurs, the third is restored and the rest removed without comment. An example of 

this is in Henry Palmer's creed, bars 67-8. The triad at the end of bar 67 is followed 

immediately by a high E, with a rest below, to indicate the alto entry on the following 

beat. The texture is suddenly very sparse, and so it is assumed that the organist 

would fill out the chord. 



Fermatas, double bars, semibreves and breves 

In the manuscripts there is not a trace of consistency in the application of any kind of 

lengthening of the final note of a section. There are instances where some parts 

have a semibreve, some a breve and others a breve with fermata. It would seem 

logical that the last note of a section would be four minim beats long. Practical 

experience has shown that to replace the final minim with a rest maintains the pulse 

and momentum without shortening the note too much. In all cases a breve is shown, 

and no mention made of variants from this, unless they are of an exceptional nature. 

Where all parts agree on a semibreve, this is retained. 

Underlay 

It is clear that underlay was of only minor significance to the 17th century scribe. The 

instances of discrepancy are legion, and usually so unmusical that they can bear no 

relation to the composer's original. Major underlay discrepancies are listed in the 

variants, though minor ones are not. In each case the most musical reading is 

favoured, earlier sources taking preference. 

Editorial matter 

Editorially restored music is shown as small notes, and text and comments are 

enclosed in square brackets. The few exceptions to this rule are documented in the 

text relating to each transcription. Editorial ties and slurs are crossed. 



Accidentals 

Accidentals adhere to the following: 

normal accidentals - present in the source 

[square brackets] - missing in the source part though deemed necessary 

here through inclusion in another part in the source or through the repetition 

of a musical point. Accidentals which are lacking in the original through the 

obvious expected application of musica ficta are also shown this way. 

(round brackets) - cautionary. These accidentals do not appear in the 

sources, and here appear merely as an aid to the performer. 

above the note - missing in the source, though not represented in 

another part in the source. These accidentals indicate the editorial application 

of musica ficta. They should not be regarded as mandatory. 

reduntant accidentals - accidentals which have no consequence in modern 

notation are suppressed without comment, such as repeated accidentals 

within a bar, and accidentals which are covered by the key signature. 

Bars 

Bar numbers are given every five bars. To discourage a regular stressed pulse a 

time signature of 6/2 is used, though occasionally bars of differing lengths are 

included without comment. 
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MUSICA FICTA AT DURHAM IN THE 17th CENTURY 

There can be no doubt that musica ficta was used in performance of manuscript 

music at Durham in the 17th century. The music books abound with clues as to the 

implementation of ficta, though it seems likely that much was left to the discretion of 

the performer, and hence no two performances of the same piece would be identical. 

The following attempts to summarise the main treatments of intervals which would 

be assumed by the scribe. In other words, manuscripts would omit obvious 

accidentals, and expect the performer to implement them. As with many aspects of 

the manuscripts there is not a trace of consistency between manuscripts, between 

scribes, or even in the work of the same scribe. 

Flattened third - where a third is flattened in another part immediately preceding, it 

will also be flattened in other parts. This is illustrated in William Smith's Psalm for 

Easter Matins, at bar 32. Alto 1 has flattened thirds from the first note of the bar, and, 

whilst the tenor note on the third beat isn't flattened in the part-books, they would 

have flattened it as a matter of ficta. The organ part confirms this. See also Geeres 

Merciful Lord we beseech thee, bar 13. The organ 'tenor' part has no flat, though it is 

two notes behind the bass which is flattened. The tenor books confirms the flat. In 

instances such as this, if the third were not intended to be flattened, it would be 

signified by the addition of a sharp. That the practice continued after the Restoration 

is illustrated in Foster's anthem What reward shall I give. Bar 29 bass and bar 33 alto 

both omit the accidental, though the organ confirms the flat. 

Flattened fourth (rising) - on a rising scale over a tonic bass, the fourth is flattened 

(ie. perfect), even if preceded by an earlier sharpened note. e. g. William Smith's 

Psalm for Easter Matins b. 26 alto 2. 
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Flattened sixth - the question of whether or not the sixth is flattened is a common 

one. It is well understood that before the introduction of regular barring later in the 

seventeenth century, an accidental only pertained to the note immediately following, 

and not to any subsequent repetitions. Taking this rule at face value, however, poses 

several problems of interpretation, and it soon becomes clear that there were certain 

situations in which the musical ear, or'common sense' overruled. A case in point is 

Smith's anthem Almighty and everlasting God. At original pitch this piece is in G 

minor with one flat. At the second beat of bar eleven the organ part has a flat for the 

G (originally E), though not for the second G, two beats later. The rule of accidental 

usage would tell us therefore that the second G should be aG natural. The rule of 

common sense overrides and tells us to flatten the note, here the fourth note of D flat 

major scale, avoiding a tritone with the bass. Hence, here there is an editorial flat 

under the note to show that it was not flattened in the original. 

Falling seventh - the falling seventh is flattened, even when preceded by a rising 

sharpened seventh, cf. William Smith's Psalm for Easter Matins bar 5 alto 1, 

confirmed by the organ part. 

Leading note (cadential) - the leading note is sharpened when preceding a root 

tonic chord at a cadence, even when no accidental is added, e. g. William Smith's 

Psalm for Whitsunday Matins, tenor bars 21-2. The lack of an a natural here would 

result in a tritone against the medius. Further evidence of this is at bar 39 in the tenor 

part, where two books supply the natural and the third (E10) omits it. 
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Leading note (non-cadential) - the leading note is also sharpened when it occurs 

mid-phrase. It is common for the scribe to omit the sharpening accidental from 

subsequent appearances of a musical point after the first has been sharpened. The 

singer will be expected to imitate without a reminder, cf. Hutchinson 0 God my heart 

prepared is, bar 23. The E naturals in the medius part are not notated for bass book 

M29 or the organ left hand. 

Leap of a fourth - these can only be perfect fourths, and never augmented. Hence, 

a leap of a fourth from aB flat will be to an E flat, whether indicated or not, e. g. 

William Smith's anthem Almighty and Everlasting God, alto 1, bar 5. 

Repeated leading note - where a leading note is repeated at a cadence, a sharp in 

front of the second note will also apply to the first. e. g. William Smith's Psalm for 

Whitsunday Matins, alto 1, bar 11. 

Repeated notes - where a note with an accidental before it is repeated and the 

following note is the same, the accidental must be repeated. e. g. in a key signature 

of one flat, with a chord of D, if a part has an F sharp, immediately followed by an F 

with no sharp, an F natural should be assumed, without a cancelling accidental. Only 

by repeating the sharp will the note be repeated. e. g. William Smith's Psalm for 

Easter Matins, alto 1, bar 22, and Whitsunday Matins, medius, bar 41. 

4-3 suspensions - where a third precedes a 4-3 suspension, and the second third is 

sharpened, the first will also be sharp, cf. William Smith's Psalm for Whitsun Matins, 

alto 1, bar 11. 
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4-3 resolutions - where a 4-3 suspension resolves in the classic cadence style (4-3- 

2-3), and the second third is sharpened, the first one will also be, whether indicated 

or not, cf. the final cadence of William Smith's anthem Grant we beseech thee 

(alto 1). 

Repetition of a point - where a musical point is repeated, the accidentals will apply 

to subsequent airings of the point in other parts, unless contradicted, cf. William 

Smith's anthem 0 God which for our sakes, bar 24, alto 1 and organ. 

Rising fourth -a rising fourth in a scale is always flattened, even with no accidental, 

e. g. William Smith's anthem Almighty and everlasting God, bar 16 organ bass. This 

is an E in the original and has no flat. 

Rising second - in a rising scale, the interval between the tonic and supertonic is 

always a tone. Hence in a key signature of three flats, in a scale of G minor, the 

second note may not be sharpened in the source, but will always be an A natural. 

e. g. Hutchinson's anthem 0 God my heart prepared is, organ, bars 42-3. 

Rising sixth - the same rule applies to rising seconds and sixths. A sixth will be 

sharpened where not indicated, if rising on to a sharp seventh. 

Sharpened third - the final chord of a section always has a sharpened third, 

regardless of whether indicated. The end of the first chorus of Hutchinson's anthem 

Lord I am not high-minded has no D natural indicated in Al or C1. That the third is 

sharpened is confirmed by Peterhouse ms 485. 
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