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CHAPTER T
‘THE PROBLEM AND METHOD OF PROCEDURE

. For manj years a difference of opinion has existed
among the facuity of fhe Huntingburg High School regarding
ﬁhe scholastic achlevements of the graduates of the public
gnd parochlal elementary schools Wﬁan.thay graduate from
high school, The majority of thé clalms made by both sides
have been based upon}iimited obaervati@n,}and in no instance
has ‘data been presented to support the contentions of eiéher

slde,
I, THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. It was the alm of this

study (1) to coumpare scholastically a group of graduates of

Huntingburg High School who had attended fthe public

i eleméntary school with a similar group of Huntingburg High
School graduates who had attended the parcchial elementary

1 school; and (2) %o determine 1f there were any marked
differences beitwesn the'two gf@ups in . scholastic achievemeﬂt&

i - In the various subjects,

. : ¥ - Importance of the study. -In thls ever=changing

g, world, the public high school has the difficult task of

-meeting the needs of the gtudents, Regardless of how
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conscientious the school is, to train the students properly,-

the need exlsts for facts to evaluate the curriculum, Thié
gtudy was an effort to obtain pertial fecta that would
ﬁenhaps help the Huntingburg High School bether meek the
needs of its studentss It is realized that academic aspects

are only one small elément in the total evaluastion,

Limitetion of the study. The limitations of this

&%ﬁdy were threefolds

First, comparison was made on the basls of high school
graduatea on subject matter achievement only.
. Second, no attempt was made to dlscover eliminatiom
ar withdrawal rates of the two groups,

Third, no attempt was made to compare the two groups
6n thé bagls of social and emotional adjustments or on any

other concomitant factors,

IT. METHOD OF PROCEDURE

Source of data@‘ The permanent records of the |
graduates of the Huntingburg Public High School from 1940
to 1949 provided the data used in thig study.

gOrganizationuof data. - The data were organized in

“the following stepss.

+. First, the graduates from 1940 to 1949 were listed
according to date- graduated from high.qchool, gex, school
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attendea; and inteiligence quotient;

Second, the graduates of the Huntingburg Public )
High School th had graduated from the Parochial Elementary
éch601 were listed and palred with the gradustes of the
Huntingburg Public High School who had gradusted from the
Huntingburg Public Elementary School, The graduates wers
palred by date graduated from high' school, sex, and
intelligence quotient{ Thus a méle student who attended the
parochial elementary school, who graduated from the public
high school in 1940; and who had an intelligence guotient
of 100 was matched as nearly as possible with a male
student who attended the public elementary school, who
also graduated from the public high school in 1940, and
who also had an intelligence quotient of 100,

Third, the séholastic marks achieved by each graduate
in the required subjects-- Algebra or Hlgh School Arithmetic,
Biology, Social Studies, Home Economics or Industrial Artsg
and the scholastic marks achleved in the English majon and
in the Soclal Studies major were averaged,

The grading system of the Huntingburg Public High
School consist of five letter gradeg=-- A, B; G, D, and Fo
There are no plus or minus signs on the permanent records; ‘
SO,in‘averaging the scholastic marks an A counted four
pointa& a B counted three points, a C counted two points,

a D‘cqunted one point, and an F counted zero,
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Fourth; the %veraged scholasﬁicfmarks were treated
statistically to determine if any differences existed ]
betwwén the two‘groupsa |
l | Fifth, conclusions were drawn from the comparigons
of the different groups and any differences between the
graduates; of the public elementary school and the graduates

of the parochial elementary school were noted.
IIT, REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

Strict search was made of the periodical lndexes

~and theases with the result that no related studies could

be found in the Indiana State Teachers College library.




‘were averaged., The public school graduates showed a mean of

CHAPTER TI
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TREATMENT OF DATA AND RESULTS OF AVERAGING SCHOLASTIC MARKS

One-hundred sixty-one pairs of graduates were
available for this atudy; The two groups were fairly
homogeneous as the sténdard deviatlon of the intelligence
guotients for the parochial group was 10,90 and the
standard deviation for the publie groupfwas 9,90, while
the mean of the intelligence quotients for the parechlel
époup was 102,11 and the mean of the Intelligence quotiehtsv

- for the public group was 103,07, The range of the intelligence

guotients as shown in Table I were from 82 to 133 for the

fparochial group and from 80 to 128 for the public group,

The average scholastic marks for each graduate in
‘each reguired aubjeét and in the Engliah‘major and in the
Social Studies ma jor were averaged separately for the N
publicland pafochial groups, 411 results of the averages

were rounded to the nearest hundredth,

Algebra and High School Arithmetic results., First,

the averaged scholastic marks in both Algebra and High
School Arithmetiec were combined for the public and parochial,

‘graduateso The public school graduatea showed a mean of 2,11

and the parochial school graduates showed a mean of 1,96,

Second, 51xty=six pairs took Algebra, Their‘Algebra marks




TABLE I
INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF THE GRADUATES

Public Parochial

Graduates Graduates
‘ I,Qe Range : 80«128 82@%53
I.Q, Mean ' 103,07 102,11
“Standard Deviation 9,90 10,90

. The means and'standard deviations are rounded to the
negrest hundredth,
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aazv‘an& the‘parocﬁial échool graduates showed & mean of
2,07, Third, twentyaeight pairs took High School Arithmetio@
Their scholastic marks were averaged, the public school
graduatea having a mean of 1§96~and the parochial school

graduates having a mean of 1,91,

Biology results. All graduates in the study took'

Biology. Their Bilology marks were averaged and the public

school graduates showed a mean of 232 while the parochial

‘school graduates showed a mean of 2,08,

Social Studies (United States Histqu and Government)

results. All paired»graduateé in the study took United

S%ateévHistéry and Government., Their marks were averaged,

The public scheool graduates hadra mean of 2,27 while the

parochial school graduates had a mean of 2,02,

Home Economics results, There were seventymnine

palrs of girls in this study and all took Home Economics,

‘Their marks were averaged, the publiec school»graduates

havingfanmean of 2,39 and the parochial school graduates

having a mean of 2,25,

Industrlal Arts results° There werse eighty«two

upairs of boys in this study and all took Industrial Arts,

The public school graduates had a mean of 2@51, and the

parochlal school graduates had a mean of 2,01,




English Major results. All graduates of the .

Huntingburg Public High Sdhool are required %o have a maj;r
in English. Here, again, averages were computed and the

public school graduates showed a mean of 2,21, the parochisal

school graduates showing a mean of 2,06,

Social Studies Major result&, The Sooial\studies

Ma jor consisted of gix semesters of Soclal Studies, There
were seventy-nine pairs in this study that completed a
major in Social Studies. Their averaged marks showed the
public school graduates with a mean of 2,09, the parochial
school graduates with a mean of 1, 89, _

The means of the scholastic marks for the public'
school graduates and for the parochial school graduates
‘were brought together in Table II for comparison, The means
of the scholastic marks show the closeness of the two groups,
In every case the means of the graduates of the public ‘
eleméntary school were higher than the means of the graduates
of the parochial elementary school The means of the scholastic
marks varied from ,05 to ,50, This was an averaged variatlon

of o21ls The smallest variation of the means was. in High School

Arithmetic, while the greatest veriation of the means was in
Industrigl Arts,




TABLE IT
MEANS OF SCHOLASTIC MARKS

Subject Public

Parochial

Graduates Graduates
Mathematics ; 2,11 1,96
Algebra B 2,27 2,07
HoSo Arith., 1,96 1,91
Biology 7 2,32 2.08

Regnired Soce Ste

U.8. Hist. and Govi, 227 2,02
Home -Economics 24639 225
Industrial Arts 2,51 2,01
EngliSh Major 2e21 2..06
. Soc, St, Major 2,09 1,89

"The means are rounded to the nearest hundredth,




CHAPTER ITI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
I. SUMMARY

Thls study was made (1) to compare scholastically a
group of graduates of the Huntingburg High School who had
attended the public elementary.school with a similar group
of Huntingburg High School graduates who had attended the
parochial elementaryAEChool; and (2) to determine if there
were any marked differences betﬁeen the two groups in
gcholastic achlevements in the various énbjectso

The permanent records of the graduates of the
Funtingburg Public High School from 1940 to 1949 were uged
to provide the data for this study. The graduates of the
Huntingburg Public High School were paired according fo
date graduated from high school, sex, school attended (the
parochlal elementary school or the public elementary school),
and intelligenee quotlent, This resulted in onewhundred
sixty-one pairs for studyg 7 _ ’
| The scholastic marks achieved by each graduate in
the required subgects»« Algebra or High School Arithmetwc;

'BinOgyg:SOQialetUdleS» Home,Economics or'Industrial‘Apﬁa;
and the scholaetie marks eehievedjin the Englisﬁ ma jor and
im the>Soe;e1jStudiee major»wereﬂgvenegedg The means of the

averaged scholastic marks for both groupsg were computed,




The means of the scholastic marks showed the closeness oiv
the public graduates and the parochiai graduates, As given
in Teble III, the variations of the means of the scholastic
marks were from .05 to .50, This was an averaged varistion
of;5219

| The greatest difference in the means was in Industvial
Artsa The graduates of the public elementary gchool had a
250 lead over the graduates of the barochlal elementary
school, However, the graduates of the public elementary
school had one semester of Industrial Arts in the seventh
grade which graduates of the parochial elementary school

didn't have,

II. CONCLUSIONS

The means of the scholastic marks indicated very
little difference in the graduates of the public elementary
school and the graduates of the parochlal elementary school
that graduated from the Huntingburg Public ngh.SChOOla

-In every case the means of the graduates of the
public elementary school were higher ﬁhan ﬁhe means of the.
graduates of the parochial elementary school, Part of the

differences in the variations of the means could probably

- be attributed to the facts that (1) ﬁhe Hunﬁlnaburg Public

High School included the seventh and eighth grades of the

‘public elementary school, which would give the public school




o

f§\ TABLE ITI

E{ VARIATIONS OF .THE MEANS OF THE SCHOLASTIC MARKS

1 Subject Variation of Means

3 Mathematics 15

i; Algebra . 20

f HeS. Arith, o .05
Biology o L o224

Reguired Soc, St

i U.S. Histe and Govt, 025
Home Economics el4
¢ Industrial Arts 050

English Ma jor 015

Soc. St. Major
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graduatés an adVanéage in adjusting'td‘the public high ”
school and 1ts faculty; and (2) the graduates of the ’
parochial elementary school devoted part of their school
- time to religlous studies which the graduates of the public
elémentary school didn'tihaveo
From the data'treated in this study;_the author

~found (1) the schdlastic differences between the graduates

of the public slementary schooi and the graduates of the

parochial elementary.school as they progressed through the
Hantingburg Public High School .to be too small to be of-
value; and (2) that no marked differences existed between
the graduates of the different schools in scholastic

achievements in the various subjects,
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‘TABLE IV (continued)
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; TABLE IV (contimued)

DATA FOR STUDY
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TABLE V (continued)

DATA FOR STUDY
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