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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF T:S~JvIS USED

Many methods of teaching social studies have been

tried in secondary schools. Socialized, lecture, and ques-

tion and answer are the three most widely used methods.

There seems to be little ~ritten evidence to support claims

that one method is definitely more valuable than the other.

Direct comparisons of (1) the lecture method with the ques-

tion and answer method, (2) the lecture method with the

socialized method, and (3) the question and answer method

with the socialized method, in a specific situation mi~ht

well be of significance.

I. THE PROBLElIl

Stat ement of the pro blem. It is the aim of this ex

periment (1) to determine by means of objective tests which

is the best method of teaching twelfth year government--the

lecture method, the question and answer method, or the so

cialized method; (2) to determine by means of a questionnaire

which method of teaching is preferred by the twelfth grade .

students in government.

Dnportance of the study. In a democracy, where the

power rests in the hands of the masses, it is important to
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find the best method of teaching social studies at the high

school level. Many students do not receive formal education

beyond high school, yet they are constantly in need of fac-

tual information to govern their actions in the matter of

voting and in their participation in community life. Govern

ment is vitally important in the lives of all American

citizens. The government of a democracy is the best when

the people are well educated. Without a good knowledge of

government, it is impossible for a citizen of the United

States to be a world citizen. A scientific approach to the

teaching of social studies in the high schools will enable

teachers to choose methods of teaching which will best meet

the needs of the students.

II. METHOD USED IN THE STUDY

Method of procedure. The experimental-method of re

search was selected and the following procedure established:

1. A government class of twenty-two seniors was se

lected to be taught for one year.

2. The single-group technique was used with a chang-

ing fa~tor each time.

3. The government class was taught by a different

method for each six-week period the first semester, and the

order was reversed the second semester.
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1The Erbe-Denny American Government objective

tests were used to measure subject matter achievement.

5. Complete records were kept showing the attendance,

pre-test, final, and semester test scores.

6. Comparison of the first semester tests of the Mid-

land government students with twenty other high school stu-

dents was made by mean scores and range.

7. Comparison of the methods used in teaching was

made by mean scores and range.

8. A questionnaire was Given to the students at the

close of the year to determine which method of teaching they

preferred.

9. Conclusions were drawn from the questionnaire data

and from the statistical data obtained.

III. DEFINITIONS OF TImMS USED

Lecture method of teaching. The teacher explained the

textbook subject matter to the students. The students were

passive in this method. The textbook and reference books

were assigned to be read outside of class.

Question and answer method of teaching. Questions

1 Carl H. Erbe and E. C. Denny, Erbe-Denny American
Government Tests (Iowa State Teachers College Publications.
Chicago: Allyn and Bacon, 1950),4 pp.
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were assigned for the students to study. The questions2 were

taken from Magruder's) textbook, which was the text used in

teaching by all three methods. The students came to class

prepared to answer the ~uestions orally or to write the ans

wers with their books closed. There was much free discus-

sian about each question. Opinions of the students were given

and considered.

Socialized method of teaching. The students partici

pated in 8ctivities which were life-like. They were made to

feel the realness and importance of government. The students

organized themselves into a congressional body. They elected

and appointed officers. The instructor was in the background.

Bills were introduced, discussed, and voted on. The students

acted as if they were holding a regular session of congress.

Other real life activities were participated in during the

year, such as panels, debates, and committee activities.

Twelfth grade. Twelfth grade refers to the fourth

year of high school in an eight-four organization of public

schools. Twelfth grade students are comrnonly called seniors.

2 Sample questions may be found in the appendix.

) Frank Abbott MagrUder, American Government (Chi
cago: Allyn and Bacon, 1948), 720 pp.
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Erbe-D enny4 American Government tests. Erbe-Denny

Government tests refers to the objective tests that were

given at the beginning and end of each six weeks and at the

close of the first semester. 5 These tests were based on the

textbook.

IV. LDvlITATIONS

(1) Some of the students had less time than others

in class because they were participating in extra-curricular

activities. (2) The second six weeks of the first semester

and the second six weeks of the second semester had fewer

holidays than the first and third six weeks of each semester.

(3) Because the pre-test and final test were the same test,

there was some carryover between the pre-test and final

test. (4) The tests that the author used did not evaluate

the amount learned in regard to attitudes and everyday living.

(5) New material was taught during each period; therefore,

the student interest might have been expected to vary during

each period. (6) All of the subjects were taken from a

regular high school class of twenty-two students. It is

4 Erbe, lac. cit.

5 Copies of the various chapter tests and the semester
test may be found in the appendix.
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realized that twenty-two subjects are too few from which to

draw definitely valid conclusionso

V. ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

Chapter II gives a review of the related literature,

Chapter III is a descriptive presentation of the experiment,

Chapter IV treats the results of the experiment as measured

by objective tests and shows the results of the questionnaire,

and Chapter V presents a summar.y and conclusions. The biblio

graphy and the appendix conclude the thesis.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

It has been found, through research in methods of teach

ing the social studies, that no method alone insures good

teaching, but that certain methods are more flexible and more

adaptable to various school systems. It cannot be said that

there can be any set pattern for every teacher in every situa-

tion. Many educators have found that the laboratory and pro

ject methods are better than the recitation method. The for-

mer methods tend to encourage student initiative and stimulate
1

more responsibility and cooperation.

Literature on experiments and investigations concerning

methods of teaching social studies. Doll has said that:

Even the most conservative teacher must experience
occasional misgivings about methods that are consid
ered "best" merely because they are traditional. Un
like dentists, teachers have long failed to judge
their techniques in the light of the reactions of
their "patients." Dentists have watched man's writh
ings under the duress of dental treatment, and they
have learned to ask directly, "Does that hurt?" Al
though teachers have observed the subtle, obscure,
yet, psychologically potent reactions to painful r

teaching, they have sel<J 0111 _,woe allY s '_lCIl i;JcjU iry.'~

1 Walt er S. Monroe, It~.lethods 0 f rl'ea chinCc', It ;!:nc,ycl o~)edia
of Educational Research, Revised Edition, 745-52, 1950.

2 Ronald C. Doll, "High School Pupils' Attitudes Toward
Teaching Procedures," School Review, 55:222, April, 1947.
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Many teachers teach by the method they most enjoy

rather than by the method which will produce the best results.

The learner is not always consulted by the teacher in regard

to his attitude concerning the method of instruction.

An investigation was made by Dol1 3 to determine which

of several methods of teaching was· most acceptable to high

school students.

There were 1,237 pupils enrolled in six high schools,

three in New Jersey and three in Pennsylvania, who cooperated

in the investigation. On the basis of the data, Doll conclud-

ed:

1. In general, pupils prefer democratic to laissez
faire or autocratic classroom procedures.

2. Youth like to have their creative impulses
guided but not thwarted; they want opportunities to
express themselves freely in groups in which they feel
secure; and they appreciate a~signments that are de':"
finite and meaningful but not dictatorial.

3. Pupils find more flaws in traditional teach
ing methods than teachers appear to recognize.

4. Learners' attitudes toward teachers and teach
ing methods require more thorough and more frequent
study than they have received in the past.

5. Instr1J_~e ts 311(;:-: 88 t)le n ex ,r82.S:LOnn.'jire"
used in the present investi:;ation Q'!ed furtLer re
finement before they can be employed with assurance
in measuring pupil attitudes. At present their great
est usefulness resides in the stimulus that they pro
vide to discussion and comment.

3 Ibid., pp. 222-227.

4 Ibid., pp. 226-227.
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standing differences in the knowledge of facts in United States

Michaelis 5 reported, from answers to a questionnaire

on present day teaching problems in social studies, that the

most important problems W8re understanding the objectives,

looking ahead to see if the methods would bring about the

desired outcomes, and weighing of the aims of teaching.

JayneQ did not find any rel-ationship between t1teacher

acts and pupil gains."

Friedman7 reported in his study that pupils used var-

history among students from schools with progressive or con

servative educational outlook. 9

ious ways to learn dates. Pupil interest was found to be a

large factor, particularly when supplemented by such factors

as learning ability and utility.

According to Traxler 1s 8 findings there were no out-

5 John U. Michaelis, "Current Instruction Problems in
Secondary School Social Studies," Social Education, 10:307-10,
November, 1946.

6 Clarence D. Jayne, "A Study of the Relationship
between Teaching Procedures and Educational Outcomes," Journal
of Experimental Education, 14:101-34, December, 1945.

7 Kopple C. Friedman, "Pupil Preferences in the Learn.
ing of Dates," The Social Studies, 35:172-74, April, 1944.

8 Arthur E. Tr~xler, "Progressive Methods as Related
to Knowledge of American His~ory," School and Society, 57:
640-43, May 28, 1943.

9 Victor Minotti, "Procedures and Outcomes: the Social
Studies," Review of Educational Research, 17:283-84, October
1947.
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It has been found that teachers of today, using the

lecture method, talk less than teachers of the past. This

change in teaching by the lecture method shows the value of

authoritative opinion, the place of the teacher in the lec

ture method, and the relative value of oral instruction. 10

Monroe has stated that:

The outstanding conclusion is that teacher telling,
or the "lecture method," probably has considerably more
usefulness in elementary and secondary-school social
studies than is commonly asswned. Some of' the specific
findings suggest the following: (a) ability to le~rn

from spoken words exhibits a high degree of correlation
with ability to learn from printed words, both forms of
learning being dependent essentially on competence in
understanding language; (b) students probably learn more
from excellent and less from poor lectures than from
reading; .•• (d) in the secondary schools the lecture
has some distinctive advantages and should be used on
occasion, but the evidence is not conclusive as to just
what are the occasions upon which this means of instruc
tion should be used. 11

There is evidence, according to Monroe,12 to show

that the social studies teacher is asking fewer questions

in the questioning method. It has been demonstrated by re-

search that questioning is valuable for promoting pupil

interest and understanding may be developed through question

ing. This method is used by many teachers to test pupils'

achievements.

10 Walter S. Monroe, "Social Studies," Encyclopedia of
Educational Research, 1130-55, 1941.

11 Ibid., pp. 1144-1145.

12 Ibid., pp. 1130-55.
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The idea that all pupil learning derives from pupil

activity has been extended by evidence from the field of

educational psychology. This has affected the method of

teaching the social studies greatly. The cause of the pro

ject method and the socialized recitation has been strength-

ened.

Kimmell,13 Phillips,14 and Davey and Hill15 have

shown in their studies that experimental results in the area

of methods of teaching social studies are inconclusive.

Wrightstone16 has pointed out that in terms of at-

titudes, abilities and actions, pupils who had been taught

by the socialized methods were found to be definitely superior.

Knowledges, attitudes, understandings, and skills which are

necessary for living in the world of today are best developed

in school situations which provide real life like opportunities

13 W. G. Kimmell, "A Review of Some Reports of Con
trolled Experimentation in Methods of Teaching in the Social
Studies," First Yearbook of the National Council for the
Social Studies, 1931, pp.-r45-76.

14 Burr W. Phillips, "The Contribution of Research to
The Teaching of Social Studies," Eighth Yearbook of the Na
tional Council for the Social Studies, 1937, pp. 44-74. --

15 John R. Davey and Howard C. Hill, "The Contribu
tion of Research to the Teaching of Social Studies," Eighth
Yearbook of the National Council for Social Studies, 1937.
pp. 1-20.

16 J. W. Wrightstone, Appraisal of Experimental High
School Practices (New York: Teachers College, Columbia
University, 1936), 194 pp.
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for democratic living.

Edmiston and Braddock17 found that the more mature

and more able pupils seem to profit most from the lecture

method.

Results were produced, in a study by Jayne,18 which

indicated that the groups which used the silent motion pic

tures did not show as much immediate gain as the pupils

taught by the lecture method. There was more forgetting

noticed among the stUdents taught by the lecture method~

Monroe has said that:

Early attempts to develop the skills of cooperative
living and group techniques for solving problems were
projected through a pattern of teaching referred to as
the socialized recitation. This method of teaching pro
vided opportunities for the teacher and pupils to work
together and to share the product of their efforts in a
general group discussion, usually under the leadership
of a pupil with the teacher servine as a guide and con
sultant •..• However, there is no evidence to incHcate
that the socialized recitation is an inferior plan of
instruction when employed by a conscientious teacher 19
and when evaluated in terms of its purported objectives.

There is an increasing amount of experimentation being

17 R. "VV. Edmiston and R. 'tv. Braddock, "Study of the
Effect of Various Teaching Procedures upon Observed Group
Attention in Secondary 0chools,lT Journal of Educational
Psychology, 32:665-72, December, 1941.

18 C. D. Jayne, "Study of the Learning and Retention
of Materials Presented by Lecture and by Silent Film," Jour
nal of Educational Research, 38:46-59, September, 1944.

19 -Vvalter S. Monroe, "Methods of TeE:tching," Ency
clopedia of Educational Research, Revised Edition, p. 748.
1950.
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The methods which re-

socialized recitation was the technique of instruction most

"":l
iNilson and Murrs .... ..; discovered that the accomplishments

quired group act i vi ties were i110r8 populoI' than t ext book reci-

cOcllillonly used, according to

solving according to an ever-increasing group of ledrned men.

slight differences in favor of the group-discussion proce-

Experimental studies in comparative tesching methods

dure over the recitation. The group-discussion method of

carried on with the group-discussion method of teaching.

In an experiment with a controlled group Zeleny20 found

teaching is an effective a]proach to cooperative problem

have been thus fElr r8ther indecisive cccording to a sWlliilsry

of 6.11 nev" patterns of instruct.ion gi ven by I~odgkins. 21 .

In a survey of 6,776 social studies teachers all of

whom had taught at least two yeats, 1,764 reported that

22 vvilliam E. Young, "Methods of Learning and ;re8chint3,"
Review of Educational Research, 11:446, October, 1941.

2) Howard E. -Wilson and Wilbur F. Murra, "Contributions
of Research to Special Methods: The Social Studies," Thirty
Seventh Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of
Education, Part II, 1938, pp. 147-60. --- --- --

20 L. D. Zeleny, "Experimental Appraisal of a ('froup
of Learning Plan," Journel of Educational Hesearch, 34:37-42,
September, 1940.

21 George W. Hodgkins, "A Guide to Newer Methods in
Teaching the Social ~)tudies," National Council for the Social
Studies, Bulletin No.7, (Cambridge, Mass., 1936~t51)P.
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In education as a whole have had 8 (lic"l'kp,d effect on the teach-

ing of social studies. Within the social studies field, re-

search gains have not been so prominent.

From the Progressive Education Association Bulletin,

"NeVIl ivlethod s for Old in Educat ion, ,,24 it was noted that

equal progress was made by the children in schools using the

later methods of teuching in retciining textbook material and

better progress in attitudes and behavior.

In replies from 17,000 pupils, Eells,2 5 in his Co

operative Study of Secondary School Standards, found pupils'

activities are considered by the students to be a necessary

part of a modern school.

Needed research. In the field of comparative methods

of teaching social studies, there is much need of extensive

research. Along this line of thinking, Monroe has said:

A major weakness in research concerned with methods
of teaching lies in the confusion of educational theory
in accordance with which results have been interpreted.
Many studies have sought to discover, for example,
superior procedures for accomplishing goals of subject
matter mastery while giving little or no c~nslQeration

to the effect of the method of attaining such goals upon

24 Progressive Educetion Association, Committee on
Evaluation of New Practices in Education, "New b1ethods vs.
Old in American Education, (New York: Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1941), 56 pp.

25 Vvalter Eells, "What Secondary School Pupils
Think of Pupil Activities," Clearing House, 12:469-75, April
1938.
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the total growth of the pupil. A second limitation has
been the inadequacy of research instrwnents and technicues
available. 8xperimental research has not fre~uently

produced findings of high validity because of the com
plexity of the experimental fector, in some cases in
volving curriculum reorganization; the control of non
experimental factors, especially teacher skill, zeal,
and enthusiasm, is seldom adequate; the measureLlent of
the outcomes of instruction is rarely satisfactory and
often is in terms of extraneous purposes; and the p8riod
of experimentation is usually not lon~ enough for the
pupils and teacher to become adjusted to a new method.
The tendency to measure the effectiveness of teaching in
terms of outcomes which C8n be measured by verbal re~

sponses of pupils represents, perhaps, a third impedi
ment to research concerned with methods of te6ching.

An analysis of the quantity 8nd quality of existing
research concerned with patterns of teaching 2nd related
details susgests the need for studies; (a) which ifentify
the methods of teaching which contribute most to the
development of effective attituoes and habits of demo
cratic behe:.vior; (b) v,]hich seek to discover the effects
of vcrious teaching "climates" upon totdl Growth and
development; (e) which indici:te the patl;erns of instruc
tion mo§g ap'propriate for pupils of vsrious maturity
levels.-

Conclusion. From studies made in regard to the COill-

parative value of methods of teaching social stucies, the

evidence points to the advisability of using many methods

rather than the use of anyone method. It is the opiniJn of

the writer that this generalization is not to be taken as a

rule of practice fo~ every teacher.

26 Walt er S. Monroe, "Methods of 'Teaching," Encyclo
pedia of Educ0tional Research, Revised Edition, 751, 1950.
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The experiment was conducted at Midland High School,

Midland, Indiana, where the writer was a teacher of social

studies. It was carried out with Dne class in twelfth

gr~de goverrunent, over a period of one year. The writer

had taught the class for two years previous to the begin

ning of the experiment •

.5et t ing QQ the experiment. 'I'he students and t e8 chers

in Midland Eigh ~chool were not told that an experiment was

going to be undertaken. This helped in keeping the nRtural

atmosphere in the classroom. The senior goverrunent class of

twenty-two students was selected. They were taught the first

six weeks by the lecture method. Assisnments were ~8ce in

the textbook and reference books for the students to prepare

before they came to class. During the class period, the teacher

explained the textbook subject matter. The students listened

to the explanation and asked questions if they did not under

stand some particular point. There WRS no general discussion

about any part of the subject matter.

Changing factor. During the second six weeks, the

twelfth grade government class was taught by the socialized

method. The students participated in real life-like aotivities.
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They organized themselves into a congressional body and held

a regular session of congress following the procedure out
1

lined by Megruder. The students were made to feel a respon-

sibility and a desire to do something for their country. An

outgrowth of this was a new flag design made by one of the

students. The Linton Daily Citizen said:

A proposed design for a new Anerican flag, made
by a pupil of the Midland High School, has been
submitted to the United ~tates neraldist, who is
in charge 01 designing all or1iclal U. S. flags.

The pupil is Sunny Vaughn of Midland.

He conceived his idea for the new flag after
Alaska and Hawaii petitioned the Congress for
the status of statehood.

In his sketch, formed with stars, the three
letters, "U.S.A." are formed in the center of
the flag. Three stars are placed at each cor
ner and two additional stars are placed in the
center at the top and bottom.

According to a report from Midland, young
Vaughn "felt his loyalty for his country so
seriously and wanted to do something worthy
for his country that he went to Mr. Gabbard,
the social studies teacher, to ask his advice.
Mr. Gabbard knew of young Vaughn's ability and
that the design was good. He asked permission
of the student to write a letter to Congressman
James E. Noland, to get his opinion.

Congressman Noland replied in part, "I would
like to commend you for the ingenuity and origin
ality of design that you have shown in the sketch
that has been sent me. Because I believe that your
idea has great merit, I am taking the liberty of

1 Frank Abbott Magruder, American Goverlliaent (Chicago:
Allyn and Bacon, 1948), pp. 154-71.
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forwarding the sketch to the U. S. Heraldist who is
in charge of designing all official U. S. Flags."

The Midland statement continued: This student
has taken an interest in our country's new flag
arrangement. He has. given his time and efforts to
propose an emblem which the faculty of Midland and
the student body think is one of the best presented
to the government that.has been published. to ~ate.

The statement was submltted by Frank C. 8hea.

The twelfth grade government class was taught the

third six weeks by the question and answer method. Questionf

were assigned for the students to prepare before they came

to class. During the class period, the students answered

the questions orally or wrote with their books closed.

Opinions of the students about thought questions were heard

and considered. This procedure of order of method was re-

versed the second semester; therefore, there was a changing

factor each time.

Other factors kept constant. All other factors were

kept constant (1) by using the single group technique, (2)

by using the Erbe-Denny3 test based on Magruder's4 American

Government, which was the textbook used during the year the

experiment was performed, (3) by using the same textbook as

2 News item in the Linton Daily Citizen, May 5, 1950.

3 Carl H. Erbe and E. C. Denny, Erbe-Denny American
Government Tests (Iowa State Teachers College Publications.
Chicago: Allyn and Bacon, 1950), 4 pp.

4 Magruder, ££. cit., 720 pp.
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a basis for teaching by all three methods, (4) by having

uniform grading periods throughout the year, and (5) by

checking attendance to see if it averaged about the same

for each six weeks during the year.

Testing program. In order that the writer would be

able to determine which method of teaching was the best as

measured by objective tests, the Erbe-Denny l~erican Govern

ment 5 tests were used. ~ test was given at the beginning and

at the close of each period taught by different methods. The

pre-test score was subtracted from the final test score which

gave the gain made by e8ch student for each method of teach-

ing.

A semester test prepared by Erbe-Denny6 of one hundred

points covering all the material taught by the three methods

was given at the close of the first semester. The mean score

based on nine hundred cases for this test has been found by

Erbe-Denny.7 The purpose for giving this test was to compare

the mean score and range of the Midland twelfth grade govern-

ment class with that of twenty other high schools totaling

nine hundred cases.

Attendance record. An attendance record for each student

5 Erbe, lac. cit.

6 Loc. cit.

7 Loc. cit.
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in the twelfth grade government class was kept. The per

cent of attendance was figured for each of the six periods

of teaching by the different methods in order to determine

if the attendance had any effect on the experiment.

Determining student preferences. To ascertain which

method of teaching the students preferred, a questionnaire

was administed at the conclusion of the experiment.



CHAPTER IV

RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENT

In this chapter, the results of the erperiment as mea

sured by objective tests and questionnaire data will be pre

sented and analyzed in the following order: (l) group find

ings in the twelfth-grade government class taught by the

lecture method for the first six weeks during the first sem

ester, (2) group findings in the twelfth grade government

class taught by the socialized method for the second six

weeks during the first semester, (3) group findings in the

twelfth grade government class taught by the question and

answer method for the third six weeks during the first

semester, (4) comparison of the different methods taught

during the first semester, (5) group findings in the twelfth

grade government class taught by the socialized method for

the first six weeks during the second semester, (6) group

findings in the twelfth-grade government class taught by the

question and answer method for the second six weeks during

the second semester, (7) group findings in the twelfth-grade

government class taught by the lecture method for the third'

six weeks during the second semester, (8) comparison of the

different methods taught during the seoond semester, (9)

comparison of the first semester test of the twelfth grade

government class at Midland with other schools, (l) attendance
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as a contributing factor, (ll) results of the student

questionnaire, and (12) general observations.

I. RESULTS OF THE OBJECTIVE TESTS

Group findings, twelfth grade government class, taught

~ the lecture method the first six weeks. In the lecture

class during the first six weeks, the range of gain scores

was from 1 to 18; the mean score gain was 6.50.

Group findings, twelfth grade government class, taught

~ the socialized method the second six weeks. The range of

gain scores in the socialized class during the second six

weeks was from 1 to 23; and the mean gain was 9.82.

Group findings, twelfth grade government class, taught

~ the question and answer method the third six weekso In

the question and answer class during the third six weeks,

the range of gain scores was from 1 to 27; the mean score

gain was 9.91.

Comparison of the different methods during the first

semester. The range of scores was greater in the socialize~

class than the lecture class by 5. The mean of the socialized

class exceeded that of the lecture class by 3.]2.

The range of scores was greater in the question and

answer class than the socialized class by 4. The means or

mean gain for the question and answor class and the socialized
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class were almost identical.

The range of scores was greater in the question and

answer class than the lecture class by 9. The mean of the

question and answer class exceeded that of the lecture class

by ).41.

It will be noted that, as measured by objective tests,

the socialized method of teaching resulted in a higher mean

score gain than the lecture method, but slightly less than

the question and anSW2r method. during the first semester.

Since the actual difference in the means of the socialized

and question and answer methods W0S only 0.09, it may be

concluded that the two methods of instruction proved equally

effective during the first semester, and each more effective

than the lecture method.

The range of scores was lees in the lecture class than

the socialized or question and answer class Guring the first

semester. It may be concluded that the socialized and ques

tion and answer method were more effective in stimulating

student interest for outside study for a large per cent of

the students.

Table I shows the total ranked scores of the gain made

by each student from the pre-test to the final test in the

twelfth grade government class taught by the lecture, so

cialized, and question and ails~~er methods ~uring the first

semester.



RANKED SCORES OF THE GAIN tIADE BY THE TWELFTH YEAR
MIDLAND s'ruDEwrs IN THE TI-ffiEE METHODS TAUGHT IN

GOVERNNiliNT DURING THE FIRST SN~ESTER

27 1
26
25
24
23 1
22
21
20
19
18 1 2
17 1 2
16 1 2
15 2 1
14 2 1
13
12 4 1
11 1 2
10 1 1

9 2 2
8 1 2
7 2 2
6 2 2
5 1 3
4 2
3 3 1 1
2 3 2 1
1 4 2 1

Mean 6.50 9.82 9.91
Range 17 22 26
Difference between mean of Method A and B is 3.32
Difference between mean of Method Band C is 0.09
Difference between mean of Method A and C is 3.41
Difference between range of Metho d A and B is 5
Difference between range of.Method Band C is 4
Difference between range of Method A and C is 9

i,,

I
I

TABLE I

24

& Ans.
C

No . 0 f stud ent s

Socialized Ques.
B

Method of teaching

No. of students

Lecture
A

No. of student s

Point
gain



Group findings, twelfth grade government class, taught

~ the lecture method the sixth six weeks. In the lecture

class during the sixth six weeks, the range of' gain scores

was from 1 to 17; the mean score gain was 5.68.

Group findings, twelfth grade government class, taught

~ the question and answer method the fifth six weeks. The

range of gain scores in the question and answer class during

the fifth six weeks was from 1 to 18; and the mean gain was

7.73.

25

Group findings, twelfth grade government class, taught

~ the socialized method the fourth six weeks. In the social

ized class during the fourth six weeks, the range of gain

scores was from 1 to 21; the mean score gain was 11.36.

Comparison of the different methods during the second

semester. The range of scores was greater in the socialized

class than in the lecture class by 4. The mean of the social

ized class exceeded that of the lecture class by 5.68.

The ran~e of scores was greater in the socialized class

than in the question and answer class by 3. The mean of th~

socialized class exceeded that of the question and answer

class by 3.63.

The range of scores was greater in the question and

answer class than in the lecture class by 1. The mean of the

question and answer class exceeded that of the lecture class
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by 2.05.

It will be noted that, 8S measured by obj ective tests,

the socialized method of tebching resulted in a higher mean

score gain than the question and answer or lecture method

during the second semester. It may be concluded that the

socialized method proved slightly more effective the second

semester than the question and answer or lecture methods.

The question and answer method proved slightly more effective

than the lecture method.

Since the differences of the ranges, 4-3-1, of the

three methods are so small during the second semester, it may

be concluded that the three methods of instruction proved

equally effective in stimulating outside study and preparation

so far as test measurements are concerned.

Table II shows the total ranked scores of the gain

made by each student from the pre-test to the final test in

twelfth grade government class taught by the socialized,

question and answer, and lecture methods during the second

semester.

Comparison of the semester test of the twelfth grade

government class at Midland with other schools. The range

of scores in the twelfth grad.e government class was from 45

to 88; and the mean was 60.14.



RAl\1KED SCORES OF THE GAIN MADE BY THE TW'ELFTH YEAR
MIDLAND STUDENTS IN 'rHE rEHREE METHODS TAUGHT IN

GOVERNMENT DURING THE SECOND Sm\ffiSTER

21 1
20 1
19 2
18 1 1
17 1
16 3 1
15 1
14
13 1 1
12
11 3 2
10 2 1

9 1
8 4 2 1
7 2 2 2
6 4 5
5 1 :3
4 :3 1
3 2 2
2 2 3
1 1 1 2

Mean 11.36 7.73 5.68
Range 20 17 16
Difference between mean of Method A and B is 5.68
Difference between mean of Method Band C is 3.63
Difference between mean of Method A and C is 2.05
Difference between range of Method A and B is 4
Difference between ran:.e of Method Band C is 3
Difference between range of Method A and C is 1

TABLE II

Lecture
A

No. of students

Ques. & Ans.
C

Method.of teaching

No. of students

27

Socialized
B

No. of students

Point
gain
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The range of scores in twenty other high school govern
1ment classes, as stated by Erbe-Denny, was from 30 to 93; and

the mean was 67.0.

The range of scores is greater in the twenty other high

school government classes than in the twelfth grade government

class at Midland by 20. The mean 6f the twenty other high

school classes exceeded that of the Midland class by 6.86.

Table III shows the total ranked scores of the twelfth

grade government class on the first semester test.

Attendance as a contributing factor. The per cent of

attendance for each of the six periods of teaching by differ-

ent methods was as follows:

(4) 95.6%, (5) 95.55~, and (6) 95.9~;. Since there are rela-

tively slight differences in the per cent of attendance, the

conclusion is drawn that absences did not affect the results

of the experiment.

II. RESUL'l\3 JF 'TIm STULEITT ((,~:ESTION1L;.r:rm

Statement of the guestionnaire. On the day the final

test was given, a questionnaire was administered in order to,

determine which method of teaching the students preferred.

1 Carl H. Erbe and E. C. Denny, Erbe-Denny American
Govermnent Tests (Iowa State Teachers College Publications.
Chicago: Allyn and Bacon, 1950), 4 pp.



TABLE III

RANKED SCORES OF THE TVVELFTH GRADE GOVERNMENT CLASS
AT MIDLAND ON THE FIRST SmdESTER TEST

Test Test Test
score Freguency score Frequency score Frequency

88 1 73 58 2
87 72 57 2
86 71 1 56 1
85 "70 55 1
84 1 69 54 1
83 68 53 1
82 67 52 1
81 66 51 2
80 1 65 50
79 64 49
78 63 1 48 1
77 1 62 47
76 61 46 1
75 60 1 45 1
74 59 1

The range is 43.
The mean is 60.14

29
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Table IV shows the questions that were asked and

the total votes received for each method of teaching.

Group findings. The question and answer method re

ceived a total of 62 votes. The lecture method received a

total of .31 votes. The socialized method received a total·

of 17 votes. The number of votes received by the question

and answer method was greater than the nlliaber of votes re

ceived by the lecture method by 31. The question and answer

method received 45 more votes than the socialized method.

The number of votes received by the lecture method exceeds

that received by the socialized method by 14.

If the total number of votes received on the ques

tionnaire is used as a basis for drawing conclusions, it will

be noted that a majority of the students preferred to be

taught by the question and answer method. It will also be

noted that a majority of the students thought the lecture

method gave them the most enjoyment. This preference might

be the result of less work required than actual pleasure de

rived. Eleven of the twenty-two students thought the lecture

method was the most helpful to them. Since the students were,

not consistent in their answers to the questionnaire, these

data alone would not constitute a valid reason for indicating

anyone method af instruction as the best.

General observations. It was noticed by the writer
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TABLE IV

QUESTIONNAIRE GIVEN TO THE TWELFTH GRADE GOVER1~NT

CLASS AT MIDLAND

Lec-
Q,uestion ture

1. Which method of teaching gave
you the most enjoyment? 12

2. From which method of teaching
did you gain the most
knowledge? 6

3. Which method of teaching
seemed the most helpful
to you? 11

4. From which method of teaching
did you receive the highest
report card grade? 1

5. Which method of teaching stim-
ulated the most interest? 1

Total
points 31

Answer
Ques.

&, Ans.

5

14

8

18

17

62

Sociali
zed

5

2

3

3

4

17
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that the students of the twelfth grade government class

seemed more interested during the year that the experiment

was performed than they had been durine; the two previous

years that the writer had taught them. Although the stu

dents were not told that an experiment was being performed,

they seemed to sense that something was happening. The

writer overheard the students talking with enthusiasm about

the different methods of teaching that were being used.

Another evidence of greater enthusiasm was the students'

expressions of strong desires to do something worthwhile

for their country.



CHAPTER V

SUlJJMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND REC011MEN'D."-,TIONS

Summary. It was the purpose of this study to discover

which of the three methods, lecture, question and answer, or

socialized was the best method to use to teach social studies

in the high school, and to determine which method of teaching

the students preferred.

The experimental method Qf research was selected and

the following procedure established: (1) one twelfth graoe

government class, taught by the writer, was used in an ex

periment running for one year; (2) single group technique

was used with a changing fsctor each six weeks the first

semester and the order reversed the second semester; (3)

objective tests prepared by Erbe-Dennyl were administered

at the beginning and at the close of each six weeks, and at

the close of the first semester; (4) at the end of one year,

a questionnaire was administered to determine student pre

ferences; (5) complete records showing attendance, pre-test,

final, and semester test scores were kept by the writer;

(6) comparison of the gains made by the twelfth grade govern~

ment class during the year was made by mean scores and range;

1 Carl H. Erbe and E. C. Denny, Erbe-Denny American
Government Tests (Iowa State Teachers College Publications.
Chicago: Allyn and Bacon, 1950), 4 pp.
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and (7) conclusions were drawn from these statistical mea-

sures and from the questionnaire data.

The experiment was conducted at 11idland High School,

Midland, Indiana, where the writer was a teacher of social

studies. The writer had taught the selected group of stu-

dents for two years previous to the time this experiment was

conducted.

In the experiment, a changing factor was maintained

(1) by teaching the first six weeks by the lecture method,

(2) by teaching the second six weeks by the socialized method,

and ()) by teaching the third six weeks by the question and

answer method. The order of method was reversed the second

semester.

All other factors were kept constant (1) by using the

single group technique, (2) by not telling the students and

faculty that an experiment was being performed, ()) by using

the Erbe-Denny 2 tests based on Magruder's) American Govern

ment, which was the textbook used during the year the experi

ment was performed, (4) by using the same textbook as a basis

for teaching by all three methods, (5) by having uniform

grading periods throughout the year, and (6) by checking at-

tendance to see if it averaged about the same for each six

weeks during the year.

2 Erbe, loco cit.

) Frank Abbott Magruder, American Government (Chicago:
Allyn and Bacon, 1948), 720 pp.
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The results of the experiment, as measured by achieve

ment tests and questionnaire data, were computed Bnd showed:

1. The mean gain of the twelfth grace government class

taught by the question and answer method was slightly higher

than the mean gain of the same class taught by the socialized

method during the first semester. The difference of the means,

0.09, was not thought enough to constitute a significant

difference, especially since the mean of the socialized method

was higher than that of the question and answer method the

second semester. The difference of the means the second se

mester, 3.63, was not thought enough to constitute a signifi

cant difference since the difference has been in the reverse

direction the first semester. The means for the question end

answer and socialized method for both semesters were both

higher than the me~n for the lecture method.

2. The range of scores for the twelfth grade govern

ment class was less for the lecture method durinp' both

semesters than for either the socialized or question and ans

wer method. Perhaps none of the students did as much work

outside of class during the periods taught by the lecture

method; therefore, the range of' score s would be le ss. 'rhe

range was larger for the question and answer method than the

socialized method during the first semester, but the order was

reversed the second semester. The students did more outside

work and preparation during the periods taught by the



36

socialized and question and answer methods than during the

periods taught by the lecture method.

3. Attendance did not affect the results of this ex

periment.

4. As measured by the questionnaire, the twelfth grade

government students preferred the question and answer method

first, the lecture method second, and the socialized method

third.

Conclusions. The following may be concluded:

1. At the twelfth grade level, teaching by the ques

tion and answer method during the first semester resulted in

the highest achievement. During the second semester, teach

ing by the socialized method resulted in the highest achieve

ment. Since the differences of the means of the three methods

were so small, and since they were not consistent from semes

ter to semester, it is concluded that the difference in

achievement along would not constitute a valid reason for

using anyone method of instruction.

2. The majority of students preferred to be taught

by the question and answer method. They thought they learne~

more, made better grades, and that the most interest was

stimulated by the question and answer method of teaching. The

majority of the students thought the lecture method gave them

the most enjoyment. Eleven of the twenty-two students thought
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the lecture method was the most helpful to them. Since the

students were not consistent in their answers to the ques

tionnaire, these data alone would not constitute a valid

reason for using anyone method of instruction.

3. Attention and interest were more easily stimulated

during the periods taught by the question and answer method.

4. Government seemed more real, vital, and life-like

to the students during the periods taught by the socialized

method. However, the evaluation.in this study, which in-

valved only subj ect-matter achievement, showed that there Vilas

little difference in the effectiveness of the three methods.

5. The urge for the students to want to look into the

future and set a goal for life seemed the greatest during the

periods taught by the lecture method.

Recommendations.

1. The writer would not recomraend the use of any one

method exclusively in the teaching of social studies.

2. It is recommended that those teachers of social

studies who are not positive of their methods in terms of

objectives and student achievement experiment with different

methods of teaching.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Answer each question with one of the following: (I)

lecture, (2) question and answer, or (3) socialized.

1. Which method of teaching gave you the most enjoy-

ment?

2. From which method of teaching did you gain the most

knowledge?

3. Which method of teaching seemed the most helpful

to you?

4. From which method of teaching did you receive the

highest report card grades'?

5. Which method of teaching stimulated the most in-

t erest '?



for presidential electors?

and tell why every mother should vote.

his deeds are a part of his religion?

-.... ' ~ .
, , '," .. '., ......) "' ..

.... .... ..

6. May one person say what he chooses regarding another?

43

Questions used as a basis for discussion during the

SAMPLE QUESTIONS

7. Maya Chinese woman born in the United states vote

9. Explain the referendwn and the initiative.

2. What three civil rights are beyond the control of

8. Explain the sentelce, Every right implies a duty;

3. What is a bill of attainder?

5. Maya person believe whatever he pleases regarding

1. What are civil rights? What are political rights'?

4. What is an ex post facto law?

12. '~'ihy were n scrap-barrel" jobs ineffect i ve in re-

11. Explain how each of the three tY.J1esJf state bud-

10. Give arguments for and against our jury system.

gets operates.

lieving unemployment?

periods taught by the question 6nd answer method.

Congress or the states?

May he publish it?

religious matters? May he do what he pleases, asserting that
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TEST I: CHAPTERS I-VIII inclusive
For Eleventh and Twelfth Grades

Do not open this folder! ~r tum it over, until \old t~~';.~lainlY,
Fill in these blanks, glVlng your name, age, e c. . .

Narne '(F~t' ~~e; initW; ~d i~t ~~~) .
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City and State. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . '!lted at the beginning of each sedio".
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SECTION

A

B
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D

E

Total

SCORE
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Erbe-Denny Arn. Govern. Test 1
,

. " Yes" or " No" in the right-
. by undersconng

h if the following questwns

IO~S 1171swer eae 0
Yes No

A. DIltEcT . . . fi Ids to explore? ........
hand column. . constantly findmg neW e .

I .' it of tbe American plOneer . I 'ng the eonstitutionahty Yes No ~Ol

1-
Is t 1l' ~plr S reme Court mvo VI. . f h United States up ...................

2.
Are the dl'(,l~lOns 0 t e ? ....... , ... , . , ... , . , ...... Yes No
oi a law binding on tbe States ... , . t New Orleans "" at New York?

cut diamonds be the same a Yes No
~Ol

3.
:\lust the import duty on f f government? ......... ' .. , ......

U 'l d States have a confederate orm 0
Yes No

4.
Dop,; the III e t?' ........ ~t
'. n the State and the governmen ., ... , ...... , . ,

5.
1:, there R (hffercncc betwce .' '11 't be enforced by the courts?

Yes No

to the ConstItutwn WI 1

6.
If Congrc!'s passes a law contrary ........ Yes No ~I

7.

Doc' the Con,titntion prohihit taxes on exports? .................. : .. : .. ? Yes No
, . ted in the ConstitutIOn........

~
8.

I' Congrcss limited to the powers speCIfically enumera . Yes No ~o

~oc' the Constitntio
n

specify when the annual session of Congress shall begm? ..... ~
9.

Yes No
'. . the National government superior to the States.

,/ 10.
In the exercise of concurrent powers IS . ..

n
,lnst eneh of the States give full faitb and credit to the public acts, records, and JudiCial

11.
Yes No

pro('eedings of every other State? ..... , . , .... , ..... , .............. , .... , ........
Yes No ~~

Is the government of the United States a pure democracy? ...... , ......... , ......
12.

13.
Has Congress power to regulate all commerce that takes place wholly within a State?

Yes No
.'

Yes No .'

14.
Do the State governments have only delegated powers? .... , ........... , , ........

16.
Would a law enacted in California to prohibit Japanese born in the United States from
voting in the California State elections be unconstitutional? ........ , , ... , .........

Yes No

16.
l\Iay States enter into agreements with one another without the consent of Congress? Yes No

17. Was Chief Justice Marshall strict in interpreting the provisions of the Constitution? Yes No

18. ?id the ?herman Anti-Trust Law of 1890 make it illegal to form business combinations
m restramt of trade? . , , ... , .. , . , , , .. , . , ............ , . . .. , Yes No.....................

19. D~d America give more than fifty billion dollars in Lend-Lease to our Allies during
" orld War II? , .

20. Docs Congress de~~;~~~~ 't~e' ~~~~i~c'a~~~~~ '~f' ~~~~r~' ;0'1" ~e'~~~~~ ~~ '~~~~~~~~?'. '. '. '. '. '. ~
Yes No

Yes No

)

)

)

)

)

)

(

(

(

(

(

(

CHARACTERISTICS

21. Government regulation in the interest of general welfare
22. The" Family state" ruled by a' patriarch. . .
23. No private landowners; little need .. : , .
24. Use of a m d' for polItIcal organization ..

e mm of exchange; united ff .
25. Private ownership of I d' . e orts agamst robbery
26 an ,conSCIOusness f r'

. Power machinery d' I 0 po ItlCal unity ...
ISP aces hand implements ......... . . . . . . .

B. DmEcTIONs. Each of the stages in the develo m·f •.
prominent characteristics of each stag l' t d P en~ oJ the state ~s gwen a number. The more
followillgits characteristics. e are 1,S e. Wnte the number of a stage in the parenthesis

STAGES

Hunting find fishing (1)

Pastoral (2)

Agrieulturnl (3)

Commercial (4)

~[all11fucturing (5)

Coijperati\'e (G)

( 2 1 G 'ho rzg t on to the next page.
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Yes) 29.

Yes)

Yes 86.

Yes
I

Yes ~:

I 37.

Yes ~.'
38.

Yes ):

Yes ~: 89.

The m~1 40.

parenlM~i
I

41.

c. DIRECTIONS, I. answer, n the parenthesis at the . h Erbe-Deuny Am GYo,; ',' "'0 t jYUt the un b ,f ' ~.", Ta' I<., m er OJ the word or I
27. The number of represent t' , . PLTase which is the best

a Ives In Congr 'd
1 area,· 2 populat' . ess IS etermined on the b . f

W ld W

lOn, 3, number of qualified t aSlS 0 -

or ar II cost the U 't d vo ers, 4 wealth1 $ m e States about .........

500,000,000,000, 2 $300 000 000 OO~
How many amendments have be:n a~de; , 3 $150,000,000,000, 4 $25,000,000,000

1 twelve, 2 nineteen 3 t to the Federal Constitution?

Th

,wenty-one, 4 twenty-four
Ie; 1 30. e State governments mi' I . ' , , ... , . , , .. ' . , , , ,1 di ay egIs ate m matters pertaining to - . ,

Y . vorce, 2 patents 3' . .es ) ,. ,1IIlIIllgratlOn, 4 citizenship .
81. DelIvermg up to another governm t .

Yes) 1 extradition, 2 exonerati:: a pe
3
rson wh~ h~s fled from justice is known as-

I ' \ ' expatnatlOn, 4 attainder, , ,

I:; 32. HOWt:::. wa~ :o~here;ft::nding4t~:~ederalConstitution? "","""
, ..

,. ,\ 33. What amount of exemption w"" allowed for each child o~ ~' ~~~~ ;e~c~~; ;~~~~..? ' , , , , ,

"0< 1 $100, 2 $200, 3 $350, 4 $600.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .

I") 34. The po~ers.exercisedby Congress under the "necessary andproper';"I~~"'a~c'~nown'~-
Ie; 1 1 unpiled, 2 residual, 3 concurrent, 4 mandatory. , .. , , , , , . , , ' ' , , , , , , ,

Ie; l, 36. How many of the State legislatures must ratify a proposal to amend the COllBtitution

before it becomes an amendment?
1 majority, 2 three-fifths, 3 two-thirds, 4 three-fourths .

In order for Congress to propose amendments to the Constitution it is necessary for the

proposal to pass both houses .by a -1 plurality vote, 2 majority vote, 3 two-thirds vote, 4 three-fourths vote

Whieh amendment to the Constitution authorizes Congress to levy an income tax?
1 tenth, 2 fourteenth, 3 sixteentb,' 4 nineteenth, . , , , .. , ' . ' , ' ' , , ' , , ' , ,

Into how many departments are the powers of the Federal government divided?
1 ten, 2 eight, 3 three, 4 two '

The National government may legislate directly in matters pertaining to -
1 marriage, 2 eopyrights, 3 insurance, 4 suffrage ... , , . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' .. '

th 'th lower House of Congress?
How many members are ere III e. 3 four hundred thirty-five,

1 ninety-six, 2 two hundred sIXty-three, .. ' .
4 five hundred thirty-one , , , . , ' . , , ' . , , ' .. ' ,". d f 1 tion every two year:-.

About how many United States Senators must stan o~rde-e ec .3 half 4 one-thlr .

( I 1 all, 2 two-thirds,. d t on:~y t~e constitution hefore it could go into effect?

,.. 42. How many States were requrre 0 ra 4 thirteen ......... ' .. .. . .. .. " "

(
I 1 . 2 nine 3 eleven,

seven,' d
(I 43. An objeetion to the Constitution was that it ha:Ce 3 power to lay "lid ..oiled toXC',

( I 1 no Bill of Rights, 2 .control .ove
r

conun .'.. .. .. .. " " . "
I 4 no provisions for politlCal part"s .... ' . ' , ' , I t' II of UIIited S("It" ""11:1 tor>

( , . .' ent rovides for populace eo 10 .' .. ' .

(

I 44. Whieh ConstltutlOnai amendm ~fteenth, 4 seventeenth, . ' ' ' . ' ' Go right on to thi n'xt po;"

1 ninth, 2 twelfth, 3



)

~i

)

)

)

)

) ~

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(
DEFINITIONS

46. A loose union depending on the separate nnits to enforce the laws

46. A form of government in which the people select their agents to
run the government '.' .

47. A close union having power to enforce its own laws '.

48. A form of government in which all authority resides in a single
individual .

49. A form of government with definite restrictions on the powers
of the ruler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

50. The written document which provides for organization of gov
ernment, defines its powers and indicates the relation "vhich
exists between people and government .

51. The distribution of representatives among the several States on
a prescribed basis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............

52. An ?rganized body of people living within a limited territory and
havm~ power to ~ake and enforce laws without the consent of
any hIgher authorIty . ........................

TEIL\18

Put the number of the term in the parenthesis

D. DIRECTIONB. Ecu;h term is given a number.

jollOlL'iIlg iis definition.

Limited monarchy (.5)

Apportionment (6)

Confed('rl\tion (3)

Stfltp (4)

Ab:;olutc monarchy (7)

Republic (8)

F('d('rl\t ion (1)

Con:;titution (2)

E. D~REC.TIONS. Each term is given a numberjollowwg lis de{;no'(o'on. . Put the number of the term ';n th ',"J" •• " e parenthesis ~:'

.... . . . . .

TERMS

Gerrymandering (1)

&nntOl'ial courtesy (2)

Dircl't tax (3)

!\atllmlization (4)

Indirect ta."{ (.5)

Excise (6)

Customs (7)

Franking prh'ilege (8)

DEFINITIONS

53. A tariff duty on goods imported from foreign countries

54. A tax paid by the person upon whom the tax is I . d .
55. Free postag t C eVIe .

e 0 ongressmen for official b .
56 A . usmess. practICe of permitting S t I .

appointments to local F denalors argely to control Presidential
e era offices

57. The process whereby a r .' .
58. An inter I n a len acqUIres citizenshipna revenue dut .
59 T yon goods produced . h'

. he dividing up of S WIt m a country.
nearly . a tate so that th .

as possIble control the State' e p~rty m power will as
60. A tax which can be shifted . S entire representation ...

other persons from the person wh
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 pays the tax to.. , .. . . . .. . . . . .

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

[ 4 ]

,
j



ERBE-DENNY AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TESTS
BASED ON MAGRUDER'S AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

By CARL H. ERBE, PH.D.
Professor of Government, Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa

and E. C. DENNY, PH.D.
Head of the Department of Education, Iowa State Teachers College

TEST 11: CHAPTERS IX-XIII inclusive
For Eleventh and Twelfth Grades

. t it over until told to do so.Do not open th~s folder;?r urn , age etc. Write plainly.
Fill in these blanks, gIvmg your name, ,

. . . . . . .... . ........ . ...... . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . .
Narne. . . . . . . . . . . (~'i,;i .;,:.;.;, i,rii;;u~ ~~d ~t ;.;.,;,.,) ... .

. .years. Grade .
Age last bIrthday. . . . . . . . . . . . .Teacher .

. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11)School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date , .
. . . . . . . . . .. . , ., ....

. St. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . h be inning of each Stell"".

:i CIty and ta e. . . . . Directions are p"f"tnted at I.e, g 'I' aa/ 10> 1,-"i".I,m,
's test consists of four .sectwns. ·ons. When the t~acher gl~ es the ha':'f tilliS/It d all 01"

DIRECTI?NS: Th, fully before answeNng .the ques~ection A. Conttnue mltlf your 't'urk lu ,... Ihal V""
Read the dt'ect'";:s~:~~ by reading the ,~,reJ;'on:. ~~ish before time is up, fio 0;': ;:~~'illalioa /xgia,.
the ~rst page ~~ the teacher says "s~op. d d y~o not a,$k any questwns a er
sect~ons or un ~ t . s as you wten e .

p: have answered all ques wn

SECTION

A

B

C

D

- Total

SCORE

-

d Baron• Alb'll aned 1949 b)
COpyright



.J'

Yes No

l

Yes No

Yes No
':'

Yes No
I.

Yes No '.,

.
.'1

:t'

".'
.J

"'r' C
or

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

""'i".,
;",'m

Erbe-DennY ~1Il. Govern. TestU ?'i«b0b
i 1

4

~o1l' t
~rept

1

~one:

F
1

4 no legal stipulation_ _____ ( )

Go right on to the next page.

3 thirtY-five,
[ 2 ]

" Yes" or "N0" in the
. by underscoring

nsw
er

each of the following questwns . .
A DIRECTIONS. A . ? .. dIn t of JustICe .
right-ha7l co urn . rts made to the Departmen before the House
.\re llppliclltions for passpo f R presentatives hold a caucus ....

1. • t . the House 0 e .
2. Does the mlljority par y m 'nating its officers? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....

convenes for the purpose of nonu d than it was 125 years ago? .

Is the Electoral College needed more to- fay d of debate than those of the House of
3. .t more ree om .. ,

Do the rules of the Senate pernu ' : , .

4. Representatives? .... ' .. ··:······ ~~. ~'the President's Cabinet? ., .. " .. , .. , .
Does the Federal ConstltutIOn esta s ? ' , ' .

6. . ne other than paper money ... , .. , .
6. Does currency mclude mo y ffi January 20th following his electIOn? .....

, I t inducted into 0 ce on
7. Is the Presldent-e ec . I of procedure? , .

f R resentatives make ItS own ru es
8. Does the House 0 ep ) did Congress increase the powers
9. During the depression years (Roosevelt's first term , , . , . , , , Yes No

10. ~:'\:~~~::~~;;~~p;~~~~ ili~~ ~ ~~f~~ ;~sing revenue must orig~~te in. th~ Yes No
House of Representatives? , , , , . , , , . d

11. Are the unpassed bills of an old Congress taken up by a new Congress as unfimshe
business? , , , .

12. Is the chief duty of a consul that of acting as commerCial agent for his government? .

13. Must a candidate receive a majority of the popular vote to be elected President? . , . :

14. Is the minority party usually represented on committees in Congress? ,

16. May the President change any of the provisions of a bill before signing it? , . , .

16. Does Congress determine the salary of the President of the United States?, .. , , .

17. Have atomic bombs and long range rockets eliminated the need for an army? .. , .

18. Does the President have the power to pardon an officer convicted by impeachment? .

19. Does the minority party of the House of Representatives hold a caucus?, . , .

20. Does the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 provide for fifteen Senate committees
and nineteen House committees?... '.' .

21. Does the President have the power to pardon a person convicted for an offense against
a State law? . , .

22. May the President prepare and in~;~~~~~ ~~~~ ~~ '~i~~~; ~~~~~ '~f' ~~~~r~~~; . , , .
23. In order that a bill may become a law t 't b , .

houses of Congress and be signed by th:;:es~de:t~assedby a two-thirds vote of both

24. May .an alien woman now acquire citizenshi . . ~ . , .. : .. , , , .
AmerIcan citizen?, , . pInt e Umted States by marrying an

25. Is the Committee of the Whole ',' , , . , .. , , . , . , , . , , , .

Congress? . , , , , ... , , , , . , , ....~ .c~~ttee composed of members from both houses of......
B. DIRECTIONS. I h . , , , , , . . . . . . . . . .. Y-es N o

answer, n t e parenthesis at the right put the b .
num er of the word or phrase which is the best

26. The President must be at I t heas ow old?
1 twenty-one 2 t .', wentY-eIght,



.~-------

.1. l heir
3 their pagc~,

l 3 1

Who becomes President in case of th d h bl""!»IIII) All.. 0'","11'. T..I II

. 1 Secretary of Defense 2
e

seat k Of both the President and the Vice-IJrc" j .)
4 P 'd ' pea er of the H ~H ent ,

reSl ent pro tempore of the Senate ouse, 3 Secretary of State

How many days does the President have i~ ~~'c~' , , . ',' .' (
excepted? to sIgn a bIll, Sundays and holidays

1 five, 2 seven, 3 ten, 4 fourteen., .. 0.0.

Money which the law requires a creditor to acce t ' 0 , •• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 0 ••••••••••••••

agreed is known as _ p lD payment of a debt unlc!'s otherwi~~

1 currency, 2 national bank notes, 3 Federal script 4 1 1 .1A ' ega tClH cr .....
t present, how old must a person be in order legally to enli t' th '

consent of his parent or guardian? s m e army Without thc

1 sixteen, 2 eighteen, 3 twenty, 4 twenty-one, .... 0 • 0 0 , • 0 ••••••••

The commander-in-chief of the army is the -
1 President, 2 Attorney~General, 3 Secretary of War, 4 Adjutant-
General. , ,,'" . , . , .... " , , ""," ,," 0 0"·' 0' 0' O' 0 0.00 •• '.0 ••• • •• ••••

The presiding officer of the House of Representatives is known as the -
1 Chairman, 2 Speaker, 3 President, 4 Vice-President .

The outstanding committee in the House of Representatives is the Committee on -
1 Commerce, 2 Elections) 3 Public Improvements, 4 Ways and ~Ican.~

The secret conference of party members for the purpose of determining the party's attitude

on pending legislation is known as -
1 a caucus, 2 a primary, 3 lobbying, 4 log-rolling .

The administration of justice in the United States is directed by a Cabinet officer culled

the-1 Secretary of War, 2 Secretary of State, 3 Adjutant-General, 4 Attorney-
General,., ... " ., 0 0 •••• ",." •• 0.' •••• 0 ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

United' States Senators and Representatives receive an annual salary of-
1 $50,000, 2 $25,000, 3 $12,500, 4 $10,000 .

The "hopper" is a large basket in which are deposited - ills 4 yetocd bill:-
b 'll di vision 3 new b ,

1 bills already passed, 2 I S nee ng re ,
, N t' I overnment is prepared by the - . '

The finanCial program of the a Iona g 3 C mmittee on AppropnntlOll.~.
1 Bureau of the Budget, 2 Congress, 0 .

4 Committee on Ways and Means".··,··,' 0:' ·d
o
... "~.,, .~~~ ~rc~idcnt':-;CabilHo::

, . D artments are entitle to SI m
How many Heads of ExecutIve ep, .

1 twelve 2 ten, 3 nine, 4 eIght, .. 0 • 0 • ',0 •••• they Dotif,' the }'re:-it!ell:
, f Congress are ready for busmes

s
.

When the two Houses 0

through - , 2 th Vice-President,
1 a joint coIIUUlttee, e .... 0 ••••••••

. presiding officers.. ' , , ' "t~~~ '~~;e about hoW much? 4 S140,oOO.(X14)o~)O
In 1948 the total natlOnal expendi 000 3 $39,326,000,000,

0
00 2 $2 500,000, ' ' h

1 $500,000" ' r el concerned WIt ~ ..

Th d t
" f the Secretary of State are ~a g ffY , 3 domestic alTal

r
:-.

e u les 0 , 2 foreIgn a auS, I\~ (

1 advising the PreSIdent, , . . . . . . ' Go rillht on to tht ntl
t

t ~ .. . . . .. . . . .
affairs. , . , . , ' .. ' ' ' . ' ' ' ,

31.

30.

29.

28.

.27.
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Erbe-Denny Am. Govern. Test_

Put the officer'8 number in the parenthesis
is given a number.

DEFINITIONS

63. 1n order of a court compelling an officer to perform his duty

64. sa::~::~rdon mctended to alarge group of offenders at the

66. A member of 'C~~~~~s's'~h~'s'e~~~' .. h' .
members of his party as possibl es; e at~endance of ~many
be taken. . . . . e w en an lIDportant vote is to

66. The suspensio~ ~f .~ ~~~~ .
fixed date. . . . . . . . . . ence from one fixed date to another

57. The person who takes't~~' .
during the absence of the porary control of diplomatic duties

68 Th permanent diplo t'· e custom of grantl" . rna lC representative
t . ng nnmumty f 1cer am persons generally r .rom ocal jurisdiction to

of a frien~y state ~~~esentmg the public authority
59. The handmg over b .

justice. . . . . . y one State to another of fu ·t:·· .....

60 Th

. . . . . . . . . . . . gI Ives from
· e chan' .. gmg of a sentence f .

IS less severe rom one that is sever t ................ e 0 one that
[ 4 ]

. . . .. . . . . . ...... . . . . . .

:\ II whip" (8)

\Iandamus (7)

E:\ierritoriality (5)

Reprieve (6)

Amnesty (4)

Commutation (3)

Amba.<,sador (4)

At torney-General (3)

Consul (6)

Secretary of State (7)

C. DmEcTIO~S. EO£h officer
jollo!cillg the officer's duty.

OFFICERS

President (1) 46.

Secretary of Treasury (2) 47.

DUTIES

Carries on diplomatic correspondence with foreign countries (

Has charge of river and harbor improvements and bridges
over navigable streams , (

48. Gives legal advice to the President and the heads of other
departments; supervises the enforcement of Federal laws.. (

49. Provides for the safe-keeping of the revenues of the
government , (

Secretary of the Army (5) 60. Promotes trade and commerce, and enforces customs
regulations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., (

61. Keeps his government advised of political events in the

country where he resides.
62. Negotiates treaties with f~;e;~'~~~~~~: : : : : : : : : : : ........

D. D~REC:IONS. Each term is given a number. PfollOWing tis definition. ut the number of !.he term in the parenth.eM.s

TERMS

Extradition (1)

Charge d'affaires (2)

. he overnIIl
ent

are audited by the Office of the-

The Rccounts of most branches of t g G I 3 Secretary of Treasury,
U. \ Pre,ident, 2 Comptroller cnera , , (

4 Budget Director '. .· tariff bill is referred to the CoJUllllttee on -
U. In the Hou'" of Representallves a . Ali' 3 Inter-state and Foreign CoIllJIlerce,

\ APpropriations, 2 Forclgn alfS, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

4 Way' and Mcans 't~e~~' ~~~l~;e~ ~uallY in the executive civil

~
46. APproximately, how many rersons are

sen'ice of the United States. d 3' htL fi th d 2 two hundred twenty-five thousan , mg
1 ""enty- )\·c . ousan , (hundred thousand, 4 two milllon .



--------
'tERSE-DENNY AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TESTS

' BASED ON MAGRUDER'S AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

By CARL H. ERBE, PH.D.
Professor of Government, Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa

SECTION SCORE

A

B -1-

C
I-

n -1-
Total

L-

and E. C. DENNY, PH.D.
Read of the Department of Education, Iowa St.ate Teachers College

TEST III: CHAPTERS XIV-XXII inclusive
For Eleventh and Twelfth Gradesf~;¢ ---===========~~==:============

o en this folder, or turn it over, until told to d.o so..D~':: t:"se blanks, giving your name, age, etc. Wnte plamly.

F ........ . .Name '(F~~t ~~~~, ·~iti~l~ ~d i~t ~~~~) .

. years. Grade .Age last bIrthday. . . . . . . . . . . . h ..

Teac er .School. ' '.' . . .. Date 19 .

City and State '.' : 't d at the b,ginning of each section.

t 'ons D-lrectwns are pnn e . h . al to begin, turnDIRECTIONS. Thu test conoists of;:~::t~e ';""tions. When the teacher:;~e~;ue :.:: finished aU Ihe
Read the directions carefully be~ore~;:. directions for Section A: C~nt>nueo :ver your work 10 see Ihal you
the first page and start Iry rea '~¥ t p" If you finish before Itme " up, tter lhe examination bell''''''t

· or until the teacher says S? t' d d Do not ask any questwns a. sec tons t' ns as you m en e .Ilaoo answered all ques to

and Bacon1949 by AlIynCopyrighted

______0



False

False

False

False

False H

False T

False

~ 1·
pe1

False

False 11
11>(

False
IFe

False

False I
' T

True False

True False

True False
I

True False'

[ 2 ]

d line under "False'
tatement an a

tt True" after each true s
Draw a lirw under , f

A DmECTION8, hoUy false, " the equal protection 0
...~ t«Ja tluJI i6 partly or to 'thin its jurisdictIOn .
UJIlf' rd to all persons WI .
A Stnt(l must aceo d' llate jurisdiction .

1, , .. al an appe
thl' laws. . . . . . . . . . . . . Court has both ongm , cess from enacting

I. The United States sup~meb C ristitution does not prevent , o~~~me for the entire
lause 10 teO I to a person s 10 True

3 Th(l (lX post (acto e. r. ber that would app Y .
'. tax law 10 No\cm . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Truean mrome . . . . . . . . . t . . . . ..

calendar year ~~~ as Federal District Cour s .. ~ 't~e' Indian
• The lowest Fedcral Courts are , . hes to secure employmen m .. , True
. . li' on a reservatIOn WIS ., mination .

6, If an In<han \'lng broit to a competitIve exa . States except
~n'ice, be must first su Territories before becommg , . True

. bt States were .e ·\11 o( our (orty-elg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t True
' tlte thirteen original States 'dmi'• '•• : 't' tion is to create resettlement proJec s

h F rmers Home A DIS ra . d by distance
1 :\ (unction of tea . d on a letter was deternune True False
' t of postage reqUIre . . . . . . .

8. OriRinnlly the amoun
f

S envelopes not being used 'h" t '
nod by the number 0 page, " C .ssion applies to bot ou gomg True False A]
The control of the Federal CommulllcatIOns omnu........................... fa

9. nod incoming foreign broadcasts b' 'd' directly to individual farmers
.fi t' t loans may e ma e True False T'10. [nder the rural elect~l. ca IO~ aC

bin
and electric appliances ' .

(or the purchase of wrrmg, p u~. gf . t place to-day in our National ([
11. Jnc!ppclHlent boards and COmmISSIOnS have a pronunen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False

government ~ . . . oting the welfare of
12. :\ Women's Bureau is maintained for the purpose o. prom . . . . . . . . .. True

wngc-carning women ',' . ' '.. True
13. There is usually one United States District Attorney for each JudICIal dIstrICt. . . .. True

14. All Xational Banks must be members of the Federal Reserve Bank ',' .

15. Thr National government determines what shall constitute legal tender m the True False H
pllYIUent of debts .

16. So~c appeals from the Federal District Court may go directly to the United States
True' FalseSuprenle Court .

17. All appeals from the Federal District Court must go directly to the United States
Cireuit Court of Appeals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True

18. Postmasters of the first three classes are appointed by the Civil Service Commission True

19. The Geologieal Survey makes mineral surveys and classifies public lands. . . . . . . . .. True

20. The C'niled States Circuit Courts of Appeal have original jurisdiction only. . . . . . .. True

21. \1.1lCn the Vnited States Supreme Court declares a law in one State unconstitutional
this deeision from then on restricts the legislatures in all the States .

22. The judidal power of the United States is vested wholly in the Supreme Court .

23. l'nder present regulations it is legal to send lottery tickets through the mail if they .]
arc for a sehcme of chance in a foreign country. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True FalsB

24. If th(' Pntrnt Office grants a second patent for the same invention the first patent
thereby becomes void and of no legal force. . . . . ' True False

25. ~olr morc t~an twenty years the United State~' d~~e'r~~~~ .~~~ ';~;t~~i;~t~~' ~~
o ( -age pclblons for the general public

...................................... " True False

Go right on to the next page.



B. DIRECTIONS. In the
best answer. parenthesis at the right PUt th £rt...1~1 .\... r""....~ T"", III

e number of the teo d
26. Into how many Federal R B r Or phroo!( ICh:d. I~ tJ..t

1 ' h eserve ank D' ,

Th F
elg t, 2 twelve, 3 sixteen lstn~tst is the United States dhided?

27. e ederal Reserve Board h ' wentY-fouro 0 o.. , . .
as gen I . , ..1 insurance 2 exp t era sUpervision over _

" or s, 3 railroads 4 b '
28. The relatIOn between a F d I 'anking.. 0 •• , ••

between a State Court andea
era

court and a United States marsbal is t'b' . " ,
1 -,.. e same ns thatwarden, 2 clerk 3 h iff

' s er, 4 recorder
29. How many Farm Credit Administratio D" 0 0 0 0 0 ••• , •• , • , •• , •••

1 five, 2 twelve,' 3 twenty~ ls~r~~~:re there in tbe United States?
30. Federal jUd~es receive their positions by _ y. 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 • 0 ••• 0 •• , ••• , •

1 appomtment by the President, 2 popular I t'
Congress 4 ' e ec lon, 3 appointment by, appomtment by the President and Senate

31. The Federal Bureau of Standards was created to _ 0 0 0 • 0 ••••••••••••

1 preserve census :ecords, 2 develop aviation, 3 impro\'e working ('ondition.~
for women and chIldren, 4 fix the standard of weights and measures , , " (

32. Approximately -- per cent of the farmers in the United States to-day do not own the
farm on which they live,

1 sixty, 2 fifty, 3 thirty-five, 4 twenty. 0 0 •• 0 • , 0 ••••• , , , • , • , •

33. The decennial census taken in the United States in 1940 shows that tbe population of the
country has increased to-

1 60,000,000, 2 98,000,000, 3 131,000,000, 4 200,000,000 ... , , , , , .
34. How many kinds of special courts are there in the Federal judicial system?

1 ten, 2 six, 3 three, 4 twelve, 0 0 0 ••• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 •••••• , • , , ••

35. The Bureau of Land Management of the United States is in the Department of-
1 Interior, 2 Commerce, 3 War, 4 Navy 000 ••• 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 ••• , • , •

How many Circuit Courts of Appeal are there in the United States? .. , ' ..
36. 1 seven, 2 ten, 3 twelve, 4 fifteen, . 0 0 0 0 • 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 0 • 0 0 •

A duty of the Social Security Board is to - . , Ii s 3 control immigration.
37. h t k hange 2 AmerIcaruze a en ,

. 1 regulate t e s oc exc , t for old-age pensions 0 • 0 ••••••• ,' •••• '

4 administer Federal grants to Sta es 'd d he has served on the
F d al judge retire on full salary, proVl e ~

38. At what age may a e er s1 . (
bench for at least ten ,year, 3 sixty-five, 4 seventy 0 ••••••• : ' • ' •• , • '_

I fifty-five,2 SIXty, d b Congress m 1934 to
C mmission was create Y ? loan money to't' nd Exchange 0 t ' vest .. II

39. The Secun les a I who have money 0 III 'h t dents attend co rl;r,
1 . form and protect peope. 3 help wort y s u .' .'

III . d d bt burdened farmers, , .
distressed an e - f the government .. 0 0 •• 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 ••

4 buy and sell stocks or h F deral Constitution - , ased the powers of thr
dments to tee t 2 mcre . 1\...:('(1 thl'

40. The first ten amhen wers of the Federal Governmen
rs

'of the States, 4 mcT('
1 limited t e po. 3 limited the powe .000000 ••••• ' • • • • • • • 0C

Federal Government, .. 0 • ; • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 •• 0 be f the Federal R~n
Powers of the States. 0 • 0 0 0 f" ach depositor which amem r 0 .

' . ' rance or e , .... ' .
. th maXImum msu 0 • 11 lit 141'-

41. What IS e st carry? 4 $10,000 .... 0 0 0 0 •• 0 Go right on to t ,n
Banking System ~u$3500, 3 $5000, [ 3 1

1 $2500,
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47.

50.

51.

62. A legislative act which inflicts punishment without a
judicial trial .

63. A law which makes criminal an act that was not
criminal at the time the act was committed .

42. What vote is required for the decision of cases in the United States Supreme Court?
1 majority, 2' two-thirds, 3 three-fourths, 4 unanimous .

43. Which of the following civil rights is a restriction on the States alone?
1 deprive anyone of the right to be free, 2 punish anyone by bill of attainder,
3 impair obligation of contracts, 4 punish by ex post facto law .

44. An injunction is issued by the-
1 legislature, 2 judge, 3 governor, 4 sheriff .

45. To which group of employees do old-age retirement benefits apply?

1 domestic servants, 2 farm laborers, 3pfuatcttohreYnWuOmrbkeerrso'.-r the4teIDrmiDi:ntertsh'e' p'a'ren(theo,;s) 'II

C. BIRECTIONS. Each term is given a number. 'J ~ u~

fi"I~following its de mtwn. y

TERMS DEFINITIONS . \~ol Opf

Jurisdiction (1) 46. A person accused or summoned into court who )W the

upholds himself against the charge ' .

The person who commenees a suit in law against
another '" .

48. A writ or order of a court which entitles a person to an
immediate hearing before a civil court to find out the
reason for his detention .

49. A legal procedure which hears before it candemns and
renders judgment only after trial. .

The legal right to kear and determine cases .

Authority exercised by more than one court to try
certain cases .

Concurrent Jurisdiction (2)

Plaintiff (3)

Defendant (4)

Ex post facto (5)

Due process of law (6)

~ Habeas Corpus (7)

'Bill of Attainder (8)

Put the number of the office in the parenthesis

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

DUTIES

Regulates the National quarantine for live stock .....

Has charge of the patrolling, surveying, and sale of
public lands in the United States .

66. Combats insects which are a menace to crops,
animal5, ami persons .

67. Has a staff of experts on irrigation competent to
,handle large projects like that at Grand Coulee .

68. Makes coal analyses; tries to learn which kinds of
coal are best for making petroleum .

69. Finds new uses for the products of the farm and
enables the farmer to adapt his crops to his fields ...

60. Searches the world for new crops suitable to American
soils .

D. DIRECTIONS. Each office is given a number.
following the duty of. that office.

OFFICE OR BUREAU

Bureau of Land Management (1) 64.

Bureau of Animal Industry (2) 56.

Bureau of Agricultural
and Industrial Chemistry (3)

Bureau of Plant Industry (4)

Bureau of Entomology and
Plant Quarantine (5)

Bureau of Mines (6)

Bureau of Reclamation (7)

[ 4 ]
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··'ERBE-DENNY AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TESTS

BASED ON MAGRUDER'S AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

By CARL H. ERBE, PH.D.
Professor of Government, Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa

and E. C. DENNY, PH.D.
Head of the Department of Education, Iowa State Teachers College

TEST IV: CHAPTERS XXIII-XXVIII inclusive
For Eleventh and Twelfth Grades

Do not open this folder, or turn it over, until told to do so.
Fill in these blanks, giving your name, age, etc. Write plainly.

Name ............ '(Fir~t'~a~e; iciti~l; ~~d ia:st ~~~~) .

Age last birthday years. Grade .

School Teacher .

City and State Date 19 .

DIRECTIONS. This test consists of five sections. Directions are printed at the beginning of each section.
Read the directions carefully before answering the questions. When the teacher gives the signal to begin, turn
the first page and start by reading the directions for Section A. Continue until you have finished all the
sections or until the teacher says" stop." If you finish before time is up, go over your work to see that you have
answered all questions as you intended. Do not ask any questions after the examination begins.

SECTION SCORE

A

B

C

D

E

Total

Copyrighted 1949 by Allyn and Bacon
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DErINITIONS

Erbe-Denny Am; Govern. Teati;(

~pO
Put the number of t~e term in the parenthesis

~eCi

~elo

~pl

) iw
tio

) jllst

1~1SI
) ~Iors

) lrre-Il

if~J

) lr~a
~~(o

An election in which the voter is not required to indicate his
party affiliation. . . . . . . . '. (

An election wholly within a political party. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .(

An election in which all parties may be represented. . . . .. (

An election in which all party designations are abolished.. (

1. A plan which enables voters to prevent the passage of laws,
or to enact laws which a legislature refuses to enact .

2. The privilege of voting in elections .

3. At least one more than half of all votes cast .

4. A local mass-meeting of party voters : .

6. An organization of many people united by common prin
ciples, and having as its aim the election of officers who will
run the government in accordance with its views .

6. A party eJection in which the voter goes to the polls to vote
for candidates to represent his party in the general election

7. A meeting of the persons chosen from the various election
districts of the county or wards of the city to select county,
State, and National candidates .

One'legally authorized to be at the polling place to see that
the votes are fairly counted .

An election in which the voter must designate the party of
which he is a member or which he intends to support. . .. (

More votes than any other candidate for the same office (

Recognized membership in a state. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

A. DIRECTIONS. Each term is given a number.
following its definition.

, TERMS

Political party (1)

Delegate convention (2)

Caucus (3)

Direct primary (4)

Majority vote (5)

Direct legislation (6)

Plurality vote (7)

Citizenship (8) 8.

Open primary (9) 9.

General election (10) 10.

Non-partisan election (11) 11.

Watcher (12) 12.

Closed primary (13) 13.

Suffrage (14) 14.

Primary election (15) 16.

'',';'It a~

B. DIRECTIONS. Draw a line under "True" after each true statement and a line under " False" ::
after each that is partly or wholly false. . : f.ltiL

True False ::j P:lTi

True False :i__

True False ;;::r,r lll;

True False:- U:t oi

True False :::;t prfi

:~~b\1' I

True False;;.:
·,mettin

Go right on to the next page.:~ .........
[ 2 ]

20.

16. In all the States suffrage is now restricted to citizens of the United States .

17. Nearly all States permit the governor to veto separate items in appropriation bills

18. The rules governing procedure in the State legislatures are made by Congress .

19. All States hold annual sessions of the State legislature .

Members of State legislatures are paid by the districts from which they come .

21. The present tendency is to reorganize State administration into a few departments
representing the major functions of government: .



Erbe-Denny Am. Govern. Teet IV

~~ 22. In no State to-day is the payment of poll tax a requirement for voting .

23. The caucus has generally proved satisfactory as a means of nominating candidates

. 24. The long ballot is more likely than the short ballot to lead to "blind" voting .....

26. The present tendency is for State constitutions to be shorter than the earlier con-
stitutions .

26. In State legislative bodies all bills must originate in the House of Representatives

27. Most States hold their elections for State officers at the same time that presidential
electors and United States senators and representatives are chosen .

28. All present State constitutions were formed by assemblies representing the people

29. A Legislative Reference Bureau is a library or a division of a library especially
equipped to assist legislators .

I

30. Voting for public officials in the United States has always been by ballot .

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

C. DmECTIONs. Each term is given a number. Put the number of the term in the parenthesis
following its definition.

TERMS DEFINITIONS

Initiative (1) 31. A plan which enables voters to have a law passed by the
legislature referred back to them for approval ........... ( )

Recall (2) 32. A plan whereby a majority decide the entire vote of a group ( )

Republican government (3) 33. A plan which enables the voters to enact laws independent
of the legislature .................................... ( )

Referendum (4) 34. A plan which provides primarily for the election of policy-
determining officers, others to be appointed ............. ( )

Short ballot (5) 36. A plan which enables voters to get rid of an elective officer
before the normal expiration of his term ................ (

Unit rule (6) 36. Provides for popular election of officers and lawmakers .... (

(--------

The real party manager is the -

In all but one of the States having a Lieutenant-Governor, his
duties include presiding over the -- (.-----------

U. The principal law officer of the State is the -- (.----------

The place of meeting for the National Party Convention is deter- )

mined by the -- (--G-o-n-'g-h-t-on-to---=th-e-n-e-x--:tp-=-a=ge.

D. DmECTIONS. On the line in parenthesis at the right, write the word or words required to completE
each sentence and make it true.

37. The chief executive officer of a State is commonly knuwn as
the-'-

A political party perpetuates itself by representative men
known as-- (

(---------

,42.

·38.

[ 3 ]
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Erbe-Denny Am. Govern. TllIlt IV,

4 Political party (

4 taxation .

4 Chief of Staff. . . . . . . . .

44.

43. The presiding officer of the State. House of Representatives is (, )
known as the --

The act of frequenting legislative ha~ls ~ o~der to influence ( )
legislators to vote for or against certam bills IS known as -- ,---------:-'----

If there is a case in court for which there is no definite written law )
45. it must be decided according to the rules of -- Law. (------------

th . t the right put the number of the word or phrase which is the bestE. DIRECTIONS. In the paren eSM a
answer.

Which of the following laws is of supreme importance? .
46. 1 United States Constitution, 2 United States statutes and treatIes, 3 State

constitutions, 4 State statutes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

47. Suffrage qualifications in the United States are prescribed by the -
1 City, 2 National government, 3 State government,

48. Which one of the following States has a State police force? 4 W" (
1 Pennsylvania, 2 Rhode Island, 3 Washington, Isconsm .

49. Und;r ~::,man~ ~:~s are3t~:~~~ers ~f :~:.~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~l~. ~l.a.s~~~~~~ . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

50. State legislatures have power to legislate concerning - .
1 interstate commerce, 2 the postal system, 3 patents,

51. Which State has decided to have a one-house legislature?
1 Iowa, 2 Nebraska, 3 Oregon, 4 Texas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

62. State constitutions set forth the general purposes of the government in the -
1 Preamble, 2 Bill of Rights, 3 Miscellaneous Article, 4 Schedule. . . . .. (

63. Of how many parts does a State constitution usually consist?
1 ten, 2 six, 3 three, 4 one. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

64. The Itopen primary" is used in the State of -
1 New Jersey, 2 Wisconsin, 3 Missouri, 4 Idaho. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

66. The constitution may be changed in all States by a constitutional convention except in the
State of-

1 Delaware, 2 Illinois, 3 Oklahoma, 4 Rhode Island. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

66. What vote is required to nominate candidates for the Presidency in the Democratic
National Convention?

1 majority, 2 plurality, 3 one-third, 4 two-thirds '. (

67. What term describes a member of a board who holds membership on the board because
he fills some other office, such as Governor?

1 silent, 2 voting, 3 ex-officio, 4 representative. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

68. Which State does not empower the Governor to veto bills?
1 Alabama, 2 Georgia, 3 Kansas, 4 North Carolina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

69. How many popular referendums are there in connection with a new or revised constitution?
lone, 2 two, 3 three, 4 four. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

60. Who is commander-in-chief of the State militia?
1 President, 2 Governor, 3 Secretary of War,

[ 4 1



'ERBE-DENNY AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TESTS
BASED ON MAGRUDER'S AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

By CARL H. ERBE, PH.D.
ProfQssor of Government, Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa

and E. C. DENNY, PH.D.
Read of the DepartD:).ent of Education, Iowa State Teachers College

TEST V: CHAPTERS XXIX-XXXIV inclusive
For Eleventh and Twelfth Grades

Do not open this folder, or turn it over, until told to do so.
Fill in these blanks, giving your name, age, etc. Write plainly.

Name .
(First name, initial, and last name)

Age last birthday years. Grade .

School Teacher .

City and State Date 19 .

DIRECTIONS. This test consists of four sections. Directions are printed at the beginning of each section
Read the directions carefully before answering the questions. When the teacher gives the signal to begin, turr
the first page and start by reading the directions for Section A. Continue until you have finished all thl
sections or until the teacher says" stop." If you finish before time is up, go over your work t(J see that YOt

have answered all questions as you intended. Do not ask any questions after the examination begins.

SECTION SCORE

A

B

C

D

Total

Copyrighted 1949 by Ally!' and Bacon
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h
.f the following questions by underscoring "Yes" or "No"~'int

A. DIRECTIONS. Answer em: OJ J' , 0 or

right-handco[umn.:
i

\

. d . hether the evidence is sufficient to justify a trial?, '. Yes 'T\.T
Does the grand Jury eternunew, .I"~O.i

. 't' t dinances under the Des Moines plan of municipal government? Yes No')
IHay the voter III la e or

f f ll
'cipal government a modification of the commission form? Yes N

Is the manager orm 0 mu 0 1

b I
'd b I gislative bodies for any purpose? . , 0 0 ••• 0 • 0 •• 0 • • • • • • • ••• Yes No'

May taxes e eVle y e
, th t' t States a Justice of the Peace Court may have a petit jury?, , , .. Yes No

Is It true a III mos

f ' t" unity? Yes 1\.TDo juries represent the average sense 0 JUS ICe III a corom 0 ••••• '0' • • .1."0

Maya State levy a duty on tonnage without the consent of Congress? . 0 • ~ ••••••• 0' Yes No

Are power and responsibility centralized in the manager form of municipal government? Yes No

Maya State tax interstate commerce? .. 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 • o , " Yes No

Does the Des Moines plan of commission government provide for non-partisan elections? Yes No

Does the Des Moines plan of commission government provide for a civil service
committee? 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 • 0 •••••••••••• , •••••••••• 0 • •• Yes No

12. May one arrest a person to prevent the commission of a felony in his presence? .. , , .

13. In cases of law, does the judge usually decide questions of fact? 0 •••••••••

14. Is the Governor chiefly responsible for the preparation of an executive budget? .....

16. Have all States devised some method of preparing their budgets before the legislature
meets? 0 ••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 • 0 ••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 0 ••••

16. Would it be necessary for a city with a home rule charter to secure permission from the
State legislature to enact zoning ordinances? 0 0 • , •••••• 0 •• 0 •••••••• , 0 ,

17. Is the commission the oldest form of municipal government? ..... 0 •• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •• 0 ••

18. Does the commission plan locate responsibility as well as the manager type? ... 0 ••••

19. Can.we get good government by giving power to a few people and then watching those
few III order to hold them responsible? .... 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••••• , ••• , •••• , ••••••

20. Are taxes voluntary subscriptions for the support of the government?, .

21. Does the mayor usually have the power to veto ordinances passed by the council? . 0 • ,

22. Do j~venile courts usually send to prison a majority of the persons brought before
them .. 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 ...........................................

23. Is it charbacteristic of the manager form of municipal government to require that the
manager e chosen from within the city? . .... , .

24. ~~r;~::s~~~e~,. ~~. ~~~~r.ate sets of officials collect the taxes for State, county, and local

26. Within the limits of the ~~~~~~~ ~ .. °t:~ .to,
0

•• : ••• '.' •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••

fit? .. 0 • 0 • • ons 1 u lOn, IS a CIty free to use such powers as it sees
.......... . ~........... N

•••• 0 ••••• 0 •• ' •• 0 ••• " ••••••••••••••• 0 •• '" Yes 0

Go right on to the next page.
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9.

10.
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B. DIRECTIONS. In the parenthesis at the right put the number of the word or phrase which is the best
answer.

How many types of city government are there in the United States?
1 one, 2 two, 3 three, 4 four . .. ( )

Street and highway accidents are due largely to -
1 carelessness, 2 unavoidable causes, 3 lack of traffic regulations 4 lack
of police direction '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ( )

28. One of the advantages of the commission form of municipal government is that-
1. ~he number to ele.ct. is l~rge, 2 a commission cannot easily shirk its responsi-
bIlIty, 3 a COmmISSIOn IS slow to act, 4 a commission is appointed. . . . . . . .. ( )

Which of the following is the first step in the trial of a criminal case?
1 charging the jury, 2 sentence, 3 jury trial, 4 indictment. . . . . . . . . . .. (

The commission form of municipal government was first tried in -
1 Dayton, 2 Des Moines, 3 Galveston, 4 St. Louis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ( ,)

The unlawful and unintentional killing of a human being is known as -
1 manslaughter, 2 murder, 3 first degree murder, 4 second degree murder ( )

How many miles square is a Congressional Township?
1 six, 2 ten, 3 twelve, 4 twenty-four. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

The mayor-council type of municipal government has been criticized because -
1 it centralizes responsibility, 2 it is undemocratic, 3 it is too simple,
4 it is hard to fix responsibility ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

ti'

~ij:~
26.

~I

27.

t l '
29.

30.
i l

:

::~ 31.

32.

33.

)

4 military courts. . . . . .. (3 constitutional law,

37. If someone steals your coat while you are dining at a hotel, the offense would be
called -

1 burglary, 2 robbery, 3 arson, 4 larceny. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (

38. A "home rule" charter for cities is usually drawn up by the - (
1 Governor, 2 State legislature, 3 County board, 4 City .

39. The number of people who lose their lives annually through street or highway accidents is
nearest to-

1 one thousand, 2 ten thousand, 3 thirty-five thousand, 4 ninety thousand.. (

40. The village council or board var~es in size from three to - ( )
1 five 2 seven 3 rone 4 eleven. . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

, " Go right on to the next page.

34. Who decides in a suit at law as to what questions may be asked and what testimony may
be admitted?

1 jury, 2 judge, 3 defense attorney, 4 prosecuting attorney. . . . . . . . . . .. (

36. About what per cent of the people of the United States lived in cities with population of
more than eight thousand when the first census was taken in 1790?

1 three, 2 eight, 3 twenty, 4 thirty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

36. Equity has to d@ with -
1 are-trial, 2 fair justice,

[ 3 ]



C. DIRECTIONS. Each term is given a number.
following its definition.

.,Erbe-Denny Am. Govern. Teet v;'~~

Put 1M number of 1M term in 1M parenthe8i8 .,

)

)

)

)

)
v
lo~J

) JineS

;... ,

) ~i Dll

) I"

\a 81

)

)(

DEFINITIONS

DEFINITIONS

A tax on merchandise, livestock, farm implements, etc.. . . .. ( )

A tax that places higher rates on large amounts than on
small ones , .. , , . , , , " (

A tax that is not paid by a prescribed date. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. (

A tax on realty or personalty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

A tax on such property as stocks and bonds. . . . , . . .. (

A means of adjusting inequalities in taxation. . . . . . . . . . . . .. (

Carelessnessin crossing streets. . . , .. (

The practice of plotting cities into districts and the placing of
definite restrictions upon the use of property within these
districts , , , , , , , " (

49. An enterprise privately owned which makes use of public
property and is a natural monopoly. . . . . . . , . , , , . , . . . . . . .. (

60. A legal privilege granted a public utility for the use of streets or
other public property , . , , , , , , , , , , , . . . . (

61. Persons summoned into court to hear the evidence on both
sides of the case, and to decide disputed points of fact .

TERMS

General property tax (1) 41.

Intangible property 42.
tax (2)

Progressive tax (3) 43.

Tangible property tax (4) 44.

Equalization (5) 46.

Delinquent tax (6) 46.

Public utility (7) 47.

Franchise (8) 48.

Jaywalking (9)

Zorling (10)

D. DIRECTIONS. Each term is given a number. Put the number of the term in the parenthesis
following its definition.

TERMS

Misdemeanor (1)

Felony (2) 62.

Burglary (3) 63.

First degree murder (4) 64.

Civil case (5) 65.

Second degree murder (6) 66.

Indictment (7) 67.

Criminal case (8) 58.

Robbery (9) 69.

Petit jury (10) 60.

A suit at law in which the State is the plaintiff against a per-
son charged with a public offense , , , , , , , , , ., ( )

The unlawful, intentional killing of a person without premedi-
tation ' , , , , , , . , , , . ,. ( )

Taking property from one's person by means of force '. ( )

Breaking and entering a dwelling-house during the night with
the intent of committing a felony. , . , . , ... , .. , ... , , , , , . '. ( )

A graver crime punishable by death or imprisonment .... , .. ( )

A lesser crime punishable by fine or a short jail sentence. . .. ( )

The unlawful, intentional, and premeditated killing of a human
being , , , . , , , , , . , , . , , , , , , ,. ( )

A suit brought by one person against another for the protec
tion of a private right or the redress of a private wrong .... , (

A written document, usually issued by a grand jury, charging
an individual with a crime ... , .... , , , " , . , , , , ... , .. , , , . .. ( )

[ 4 ]
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RBE-DENNY. AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TESTS
BASED ON MAGRUDER'S AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

By CARL H. ERBE, PH.D.
Professor of Government, Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa

and E. C. DENNY, PH.D.
Head of the Department of Education, Iowa State Teachers College

TEST VI: CHAPTERS XXXV-XLI -inclusive
For Eleventh and Twelfth Grades

Do not open this folder, or turn it over, until told to do so.
Fill in these blanks, giving your name, age, etc. Write plainly.

Name .
(First name, initial, and last name)

Age last birthday years. Grade .

School Teacher .

City and State Date 19 .

;. DIRECTIONS. This test consists of three sections. Directions are printed at the beginning of each section.
Read the directions carefully before answering the questions. When the teacher gives the signal to begin, turn

'iii! "the first page and start by r€ading the directions for Section A. Continue until you have finished all ,the
.sections or until the teacher says" stop." If you finish before time is up, go over your work to see that you
have answered all questions as you intended. Do not ask any questions after the examination begins.

SECTION SCORE

A

B

C

Total

) 1

Copyrighted 1949 by Allyn and Bacon
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Yes No

Y No
C,

es 1111

Yes No
,G1€2

I~
B. DIRECTIONS. Draw a line under "True" after each true statement and a line under "False" '
after each that is partly or wholly false.

It is the duty of a good citizen to observe the law in good faith whether he approves 'Thq
or disapproves of it. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False 1

The Twenty-first Amendment prohibits the delivering of intoxicating liquor for use.llQo;
in a State, if the State's laws forbid the use of such liquors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False I

Appointment of public Sttrvants on the basis of examinations is the "spoils system" True False The p

In many industrial cities, less than one-half of the boys complete the eighth grade True FalsE I
Go right on to the next page,

A. DIRECTIONS. Answer each of the following questions by underscoring" Yes" or "No;' in th~~'
right-hand column. '~,

1. Is it important that the States educate their industrial classes? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Yes No

2. Should the sanitation of the city or State be left to the discretion of individuals? . . . . .' Yes No ~,

3. Should students practice self-government in the public schools? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Yes No ,I,

4. Do authorities regard the breaking down of the home as a major cause of crime increase? Yes No

6. Is the regulation of school affairs left largely to the control of the National Government? Yes .No!,

6. Did the Wickersham Commission find that juvenile crime decreases as one approaches
the business center of a city? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes. N0 ~, I

7. Do the people in a democracy need more education than those in a monarchy? . . . .. Yes No I

8. Are school affairs in cities usually entrusted to the city council? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No I, ]
f

9. ~=:e:=:~;a~~r~he ~nited States ~ve the..ole.authority.~apjlOint.aFederal Yes No
l
;

10. Are members of the National Labor Relations Board appointed by the Secretary of Labor? Yes No 11

11. Would no government and no laws be better than poor government and poor laws? " Yes No J:

12. Is inadequate religious training considered one of the causes for the swelling of the crime
tide in the United States? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Yes

13. Should the education of imbeciles and morons be apart from other children? .

14. Does service in the army, navy, or marine corps entitle one to a higher rating on a
civil service examination? : .

16. Should the laborer be more interested in an increase in his annual income than in an
increased hourly wage? .

16. Are there more college graduates than illiterates in the United States? .

17. Would more rigid regulation of the sale and use of firearms reduce the amount of crime
committed in the United States? .

Were there any free public schools established in the New England States as ear!y as
1700? .

18.

19. Does the U. S. spend more money on military research to-day than before the war? .

20. Do most of the States of the Union require graduation from high school? .

21.

22.

23.

24.

--------------



True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

Erbe-Denny Am. Govern. Test VI
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~en the American Union was created the States had to surrender some of their
Independence . ....................................................
On~ may. be permanentl~ appoint~d to a government position after taking an exami-
natIOn WIthout first servIng a penod of probation "

The free tr~nsportation of students to school insures more regular attendance,
reduces tardIness, and safeguards their health .................................
Previous t~ the Revol~tionaryWar more than one-half of the white persons through
out the thIrteen colomes could read and write

~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . .
Since the repeal of nation-wide prohibition the manufacture and sale of liquor has
been regulated by the States .

In rnore than a majority of States the State Superintendent of Schools is popularly
elected .

There are fewer insane persons in State-supported hospitals to-day than there were
before the year 1900 .

The Allied Nations are restricted in their actions toward defeated Germany and
Japan by the provisions of the United Nations Charter .

The United Nations is designed to solve international economic, social, and other
humanitarian problems .

Insanity is a mental derangement which is incurable .

Improved education for the people is unessential to the success of a true democracy

Some States have rigid laws prohibiting the marriage of feeble-minded persons ...

The Civil Service Commission must permit all persons who apply to it for exami-
nation to take the written tests for Federal service .

The enforcement of law is often the weakest spot in city administration .

When Federal Classified Civil Service employees reach the retirement age they all
receive the same size pension, because their needs are equal .

C. DIRECTIONS. In the parenthesis at the right put the number of the word or phrase which is the
best answer.

Great interest was aroused in public school education throughout the North about
1840 by-

1 Andrew Jackson, 2 Horace Mann, 3 James Madison, 4 Daniel Webster (

The :plan for our schools on the county system originated in -
, 1 New England, 2 Iowa, 3 the South, 4 California. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( )

A moron is a person whose mental age is on the level of normal children of age -
1 one to twelve, 2 one to three, 3 three to six, 4 seven to twelve. . . . . . ( )

The public school revenue is derived largely from -
h I f d 4 local taxes. ( )1 State taxes, 2 school lands, 3 permanent sc 00 un s,

Go right on to the next page.

25. Feeble-mindedness is curable ...............................................

42.

41.

44.

43.

I~
26.

I~ 27.

h

If 28.

I:
29.

h
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.
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4 $250,000,000

4' .IS msane .

3 $500,000,000,

. . . a mental age equal to that of a normal child of ag~ - .
45. An 1mbeclle has 3 six to nine, 4 nme to twelve .

lone to three, 2 three to seven,
. . d' world wars and national defense, now cost the taxpayers

International relatIOns, meIu illg
46. .' I';':t t about annually.of the Ll1lte( '--' a es - ° 3 $30000000000, 4 $50,000,000,000

1 810,000,000,000, 2 $15,000,000,00 , ", .
. d h mental age will not exceed that of a normal child

47. An idiot is a feeble-mmde person w ose
ngcd-1 two, 2 six, 3 nine, 4 twelve .

f 'llit tes in the United States had been reduced to-
48 B· 1930 the percentage 0 1 era 4. ) h t ths 2 ten and one-half 3 fifteen, twenty .

1 four and t ree- en , '

t
. h' h sovereign power is in the hands of the people collectively,

49 .\. form of goyernmen ill w lC h t". d b th 'ther directly or indirectly through c oaen agen s or repre-
and IS expresse Y em el
scntatiYes is known as - .

1 D 2 a Monarchy 3 an Aristocracy, 4 an Oligarchy .
a emocracy, '

50. The Federal Housing Administration may contribute to a housing project not to exceed

__ per cent of its cost.
1 ninety-five, 2 ninety, 3 fifty, 4 twenty-five .

51. More than __ per cent of all permanent Federal employees are under the Civil Service

merit system.
1 sixty-six, 2 fifty, 3 thirty-three, 4 twenty-five .

52. According to J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the annual
cost of crime in the United States is approximately-

1 $50,000,000,000, 2 $15,000,000,000, 3 $500,000,000, 4 $600,000 .

53. A duty of the National Labor Relations Board is to - 1 secure employment for the
nation's unemployed, 2 prevent specified unfair employer-labor practices that
affect interstate or foreign commerce, 3 develop new projects to absorb unem-
ployment, 4 improve conditions under which labor must operate .

54. The Federal Government has authorized a National expenditure of -- annually until
1951, to be matched by the States, for road construction.

1 $50,000, 2 $100,000, 3 $1,000,000, 4 $450,000,000 .

55. As late as 1880 the percentage of illiterates in the United States above ten years of age
was about-

1 nine, 2 seventeen, 3 twenty-five, 4 thirty .

56. Annually Americans spend __ on public grade schools, high schools, and colleges.
1 $500,000, 2 $500,000,000, • 3 $3,500,000,000, 4 $15,000,000,000 .

57. Most towns or cities in the United States had public high schools by-
1 1825, 2 1850, 3 1875, 4 1900 '. . . . .. (

58. More t~an forty nations formed the International Bank for reconstruction and develop- (
ment WIth an authorized. capital of_.

1 $10,000,000,000, 2 $1,000,000,000,

59. An illiterate person-

1 is stupid, 2 cannot vote, 3 cannot read or write,
60. The seat of the International Court of Justice is located at-

1 New York, 2 Paris, 3 San Francisco, 4 The Hague .
[ 4 ]
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Answer .ad> of £he f ol1mDinu questions by underscuring "Yos" or " No" .in 1M ~
~

Yes ..Noi lh,
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~
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Yes No~
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.. EI
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Yes No n
Yes No it

n
Yes No.\'
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Th

Yes No Th

Yes No Th
~

No Th

NoW
t~

No Jt;

A. DIRECTIONS.

right-hand column.
1. Is the President of the United States limited by law to two terms? '

2. Is it more important to prevent disease than to cure it? .

3. Do some States permit constitutional amendments to be proposed by means of the
initiative? .' .. , .

4. Do the rules of the Senate permit more freedom of debate than those of the House of
Representatives? .

5. Is there a Secretary of Education in the President's Cabinet? .

6. Are the official ballots for elections printed at public expense? .

7. Must a person charged with counterfeiting money be sent to Washington, D. C.,
for trial? .

8. Does the President of the United States have power to remove from office a Governor
of a State? .

9. Maya political party in power lawfully compel government employees to contribute
to the funds of the party? .

10. Does the Des Moines plan of commission government provide for non-partisan elections?

11. Must every bill passed by Congress be presented to the President for his signature? .

12. If an accused person is found guilty before a jury, does he have the right to appeal? ..

13. Do some Federal judges receive their positions by popular election? .

14. Did the Sherman Anti-Trust Law of 1890 prohibit the formation of business combi-
nations in restraint of trade? .

15. If necessary mayan officer making an arrest, legally kill one who is charged with hav-
ing committed a felony? .

16. Would low taxes and high wages tend to prevent inflation? .

17. Do many States permit the Governor to veto specific items in appropriation bills? ..

18. Maya person live permanently in the United States and still be an alien? .

19. Does the President have the power to pardon a person convicted for an offense against
a State law? .

20. Do the first ten amendments to t'~e' ~~~~~~~ ~~~~t~~~t'i~~'~~ ~~~.~~~~~~ ~~ 't~~' ~~~~e~~
21. Does. tlh~ President have the power to pardon a soldier condemned to death by court

martla m the regular army? .

22. Does Congress determine the qualifications of v~~~;s' ~~; ~~~~~r~' ~~ ~~~~;~s~~' .....
23. Do the short St t t" . . . . . ..

long ones? ~.~ .c.o.~s ItutlOns tend to require more frequent revisions than the

24. Is crime in the United St~~~s' ~~~~~~ ~~. ~~~r'e~~~~ .

25. Does the President have the power to declare wa;; .
................................

Score is rights minus wrongs. R' htg ts ..

Wrongs .
Score . . . .

[ 2 ]
Go right on to the next page.
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26.,

::

27.
,I.

28.

29.

30.

3l.

32.

33.

M.

35.

36.

Erbe-Denny Am. Govern. Test: Scm. A

B. Dm.Ecn:oxs. Draw a line under "True" ajle each t
after each that is partly or whoUy false. r rue statement and a line under "False"

~ best -:ay to get good government is to give power to a few people and watch
those few ill order to hold them responsible .
...111 Natiollal Bank.. must be members of the Federal ResenTeB~ " ~:: False

Extradition is the process whereby an alien acquires citizenship ... : : : : : : : : : : : : :: True ~::
All law~ a:e presumed to be constitutional until a court has declared them
unCOfu-tltutlOnal - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False

One ~f the adv~tages .of democratic government is that the people are the best
guardians of theIr own liberty and happiness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False
The person or property taxed m1L<:t be within the jurisdiction of the government
lev"ying the tax. . . . . . . . " True False

H a man has been President of the United States he is ineligible to become a member
of the United States Supreme Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False

The Cofu'i:itution of the United States establishes the President's Cabinet. . . . . . . .. True False

A totalitarian government has more power than a parliamentary government. . . .. True False

The county derives most of its powers from the State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False

It is the duty of the Supreme Court to determine whether a newly elected member
to the House of Representatives is dilly qualified. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True

./

.:1 37. All States hold annual sessions of the State legislature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True

38. It is the principal duty of a judge to decide points of law in cases tried before him. True

39. Each State is entitled to elect one member to the United States Supreme Court. .. True

., 40. The present tendency is to reorganize State administration into a few departments
representing major functions of government. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True

The Constitution forbids a State to be divided into two or more States without the
consent of the State's legislature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True

The State legislature may change the State constitution in the same manner that
it may change an ordinary law. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. True False

The Federal Constitution prohibits Congress from levying an income tax. . . . . . . .. True False

A candidate for the Presidency of the United States must receive at least a majority
of the popillar vote to be elected. . , , True False

The mayor-council plan is the most widely used form of municipal government. . .. True False

The Wickersham Commission found that juvenile crime is least frequent in city slums True False

The Articles of Confederation continued to govern the United States until the
True Falseadministration of Jefferson .

f . hID t True FalseThe House of Representatives has the sole power 0 lillpeac en .

All appeals from the Federal District Court must go directly to the United States
True FalseCircuit Court of Appeal~ .

Nearly one-half of the States have an educational test of some sort as a qualification True False
for voting .

. Sccre is rights minus 'UJl'ongs. Rights ···
Wrongs .
Score .

[ 3 ]
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4 try officers. . .. (

4 is insane. . . . . . . .. ( )
Go right on to the next page.

3 try children,

3 cannot vote,

[ 4 ]

2 hear divorce cases,

Erbe-DelUlY Am. Govern.'T~
:,:,.: ':;"',', ,,:,,:;-;~:.'('J

, ....' I

h ber of the word or phrase which.is the'
In the parenthesis at the right put t e num .

C. DIRECTIONS.

best answer.

51. Juvenile courts -
1 pass upon wills,

. ho - 3 travels much,52. An immigrant IS one w 2 goes out of a country,
1 comes into a co~ntry, .
4 is deported f' 'R' tatives is the Committee on -

.tt . the House 0 epresen . d M
53. The outstanding c6mrru Eeel Int' 3 Public Expenditures, 4 Ways an eans ..

C e 2 ec IOns, .
1 ommerc'. National Party ConventIOn? .

Which is not a standing comrruttee of the C . Corrum'ttee 3 Committee of
54. . I 2 ampalgn , . (

1 Committee on Credentm s, 'tt Platform and Resolutions .
Permanent Organization, 4 COmIDl ee on

55. There is a Federal penitentiary loca
2
te

R
d atk-Island Illinois 3 Fort Collins, Colorado, .

th Kansas oc , , (1 Leavenwor , , .
4 Arlington Virginia. . . . . . '.' .

56. How many mile~ square is a Congressional Township? ' .
1 2 four 3 six 4 ten .one, , ,

57. Disburse means to -
1 levy, 2 collect, 3 refund, 4 payout .

58. Bigamy refers to - 4 I lit f wives or
1 fraud, 2 theft, 3 destruction of property, p ura yo
husbands .

59. The Federal Reserve Board has general supervision over -
1 exports, 2 railroads, 3 commerce, 4 banking .

60. The usual number of jurors on a petit jury is -
1 seven, 2 twelve, 3 fifteen, 4 twenty-one .

61. The plaintiff in court is the - .
1 prosecuting attorney, 2 party complamed agamst, 3 complammg party,
4 jury foreman : .

62. A premeditated act involves-
1 impulsive action, 2 thinking beforehand, 3 use of others, 4 defiance
of laws ~ .

63. How many types.of city government are there in the United States?
lone, 2 two, 3 three, 4 four .

64. A form of government in which sovereign power is in the hands of the people collectively,
and is expressed by them either directly or indirectly through chosen agents or representa
tives, is known as -

1 a Democracy, 2 a Monarchy, 3 an Aristocracy, 4 an Oligarchy .

65. The administration of justice in the United States is directed by a Cabinet official called
the-

1 Secretary of State, 2 Attorney-General, 3 Secretary of Interior,
4 Secretary of Commerce ...................................................

66. An illiterati person _

1 is stupid~ 2 cannot read or write,
•

I,
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