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Federal Government is one of the 
largest producers and compilers of 
statistics in the world
The Federal Government is also often 
the only source of statistics on a topic
The Federal Government makes its 
statistics freely available to the public
(most of the time…)
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Three things to think about before 
you begin looking for government-
produced statistics

1. What kind of information am I looking 
for? 

economic, demographic, education, health, 
etc.
When using government information you 
want to think agency, not subject

Often multiple agencies produce statistics on a 
topic

Three things to think about before 
you begin looking for government-
produced statistics

1. What kind of information am I looking 
for?

economic, demographic, education, health, 
etc.
When using government information you 
want to think agency, not subject

Often multiple agencies produce statistics on a 
topic



Before You Dump out the PiecesBefore You Dump out the Pieces

Poverty in the United StatesPoverty in the United States



Before You Dump out the PiecesBefore You Dump out the Pieces

Poverty in the United StatesPoverty in the United States



Before You Dump out the PiecesBefore You Dump out the Pieces

Poverty in the United StatesPoverty in the United States



Before You Dump out the PiecesBefore You Dump out the Pieces

Poverty in the United StatesPoverty in the United States



Before You Dump out the PiecesBefore You Dump out the Pieces

Poverty in the United StatesPoverty in the United States



Before You Dump out the PiecesBefore You Dump out the Pieces

Poverty in the United StatesPoverty in the United States



Before You Dump out the PiecesBefore You Dump out the Pieces

Three things to think about…
2. What format might I find this information 

in? 
Will it be online?  Often pre-1990s 
information cannot be found online.

Not always the case
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/de
cennial/1790.htm
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Top Statistical Resources
Statistical Abstract of the United States

THE first place go for statistical information
Statistics from government and private sources
Almost every edition is available online

http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS2878
Paper is easier to use

Related Publications
State and Metropolitan Area Data Book
County and City Data Book
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Health, United States
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