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1) Collecting Voucher specimens 
 

The four chapters included this handout are from:  

• Alexiades, M. (ed). 1996. Selected Guidelines for Ethnobotanical 

Research: A Field Manual. Advances in Economic Botany, vol.10. 

The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx.  

• The first chapter includes excellent and detailed information on how 

to collect vouchers for botanical and ethnobotanical research in 

general. The second, third, and fourth chapters focus on the special 

cases of collecting palms, mushrooms, and bryophytes (mosses, 

liverworts, hornworts). 

 

In addition, many websites have detailed information on plant collecting. 

The following are some good examples: 

 

msuextension.org/publications/AgandNaturalResources/MT198359AG.

pdf 

• A step-by step guide by John Lacey, Sam Short and Jeff Mosley from 

Montana State University. 

 

http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/herbarium/voucher.htm#Pressing 

• This website from the University of Florida museum (edited by Marc 

S. Frank and Kent D. Perkins) contains excellent information on 

collecting, pressing, drying, identification, making labels and 

mounting specimens, as well as a list of print/electronic resources for 

further information. 
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2) Locating herbaria where you work 

 

sciweb.nybg.org/science2/IndexHerbariorum.asp 

• This site provides a global directory of public herbaria and associated 

staff international herbaria. 

 

 

3) Digital collections 

 

www.tropicos.org 

• All of the nomenclatural, bibliographic, and specimen data 

accumulated in the Missouri Botanical Garden’s electronic databases 

during the past 25 years are publicly available here. This system has 

over 1.2 million scientific names and 4.0 million specimen records. 

 

http://www.herbarium.hawaii.edu/cph_query/query/index.php 

• The Consortium of Pacific Herbaria is in the process of digitalizing all 

specimens from  herbaria in countries throughout Oceania. 

 

http://sciweb.nybg.org/science2/VirtualHerbarium.asp 

• The digitalized collection of the New York Botanical Garden. The 

digital collections comprise ~ 1,300,000 herbarium specimens and 

225,000 high-resolution specimen images, and are updated daily as 

the Garden pursues the goal of digitizing all of its 7,300,000 plant and 

fungi specimens. 

 

 

4) Recommend reading on traditional/local ecological knowledge 
 

Berkes, Fikret. 2012. Sacred ecology (3rd edn.). New York, NY: Routledge. 
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