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ACP-EEC negotiations for “Lome IV”
Hoping to do better

Since the Brazzaville meeting on 15-17
February, the least that can be said is that,
although their heart may be in it, the
ACP-EEC negotiators are not carried
away by enthusiasm. Why, one may well
ask, particularly bearing in mind the three
previous occasions? Is it the scope of the
development issues, as the Congolese
Head of State suggested? Is it the interna-
tional economic situation? Or is it Euro-
pean uncertainty about 1992, in spite of
the optimism surrounding the prospect of
a large Single Market of 340 million peo-
ple in a Community of freedom and prog-
ress in face of mounting poverty east and
south of the “old continent™? It may well
be all of them — and may be a degree
of doubt on the part of the ACPs too.

“What do we really want?” is what
many people are asking, reflecting as they
do the feeling, commoner than one may
imagine, which reveals the real problem
the Group has to cope with — the absence
of any global perception of some guiding
principles and aims on which all the other
aims of cooperation can be focused.

This will come as no surprise to anyone
who knows about the origins and develop-
ment of the ACP Group. History was
behind its creation but, today, geography
is quite naturally taking its place. The
spontaneous  harmony of interests
between, say, Africa and the Caribbean
(cherished by the negotiators of Lomeé I)
would currently spring from the same
dream as economic harmony. Concern is
much more of a regional thing now and
this is reflected in the conduct of the
negotiations at the level of certain of the
three components of the Group.

On the Community side, sobriety is the
order of the day. Let us be “realistic’,
Dieter Frisch said at the last central nego-
tiating group (CNG) in April. To anyone
who knows the Director-General for
Development, a man whose belief in, and
commitment to, cooperation with the
ACP States is in no doubt, this is a sincere
and friendly piece of advice, but revealing
of the Europeans’ state of mind — or their
fear that, unless the objectives are formu-
lated clearly and concisely, the other party
will take refuge in prolixity or the “* UN-
style talking” in which good intentions
may win out over the “firm and binding
commitments” which are at the heart of
ACP-EEC cooperation.

Negotiations between the ACP Group
and the Community are of course continu-
ing. And since the Ministers met in Braz-
zaville, progress, albeit not substantial,

has indeed been made. These first practi-
cal results have to do with sectoral consid-
erations, some of them new ones such as
cooperation in matters of population and
demography and the extension of the
notion of the protection of the environ-
ment and the natural heritage. Both par-
ties hope it will be possible to present
fairly well-drafted texts at the next meet-
ing of Ministers in June so that decisions
can be taken. Any delay in fields where
broad agreement has already been
obtained would be (misplaced) * perfec-
tionism™’ on the part of the negotiators
and hold up discussions in areas where
they should be advancing so as to avoid

any difficulty. What Mr Frisch said was

that *“the ground has to be cleared of all
the problems which are not really conflic-
tual so that the Ministers can concentrate
on questions which cannot be decided in
the Commission and the ACP Committee
of Ambassadors™.

Position of the main
topics of negotiation
prior to the June Council

Commodities. Discussions in
include the **special arrangements” which
the ACPs mentioned clearly for the first
time in Brazzaville. The ACP requests
needed clarification, but little had been
done towards that when the general nego-
tiating group met on 17 April, and the
Community had not made known its reac-
tions on this in early May. However, it
was understood that the Community was
against the idea of an ACP commodity
price agreement and the Director-General
for Development feels that “it will be
extremely difficult to advance along the
lines the ACPs suggest”. Why? Because,
Mr Frisch explains, “if we take a product
like coffee or cocoa, say, where the prices
and quantities to be imported to the Com-
munity are guaranteed, we would be com-
pletely outside the operation of the inter-
national market... and this would force
the Community to put up other barriers
vis-a-vis other suppliers... We cannot gua-
rantee the ACPs a price of 100 if the
world price is only 80”. The problems
attendant on special arrangements, he
thought, would be considerable as far as
GATT was concerned. And the ‘““Euro-
pean partners in trade with the ACPs are
private sector”.

What about starting from the basis of
the Sugar Protocol, which guarantees the
prices and quantities of sugar imported to
the Community? *“ That is very different ”,

this area-

Mr Frisch acknowledged “ The Commun-
ity produces sugar of its own and, at the
time, it was much easier to guarantee
prices and quantities that were aligned
upwards on those that the Community
offered to its own beet producers.” And
when Britain joined, the Community felt
obliged to maintain the outlets and export
conditions of Commonwealth sugar to the
United Kingdom. ““ A Sugar Protocol-type
solution for tropical products might
involve isolating the EEC-ACP zone from
the outside world™”, Mr Frisch added,
“which is not feasible™.

This technically sound solution could
well not satisfy the Africans. “ The Com-
munity still gets more out of the present
commodity situation”, Raymond Chasle,
Chairman of the ACP Committee of
Ambassadors, retorted, calling for the
Community to find ways of helping capi-
talise on ACP resources, particularly
through industrial processing along the
lines of the established ACP target of
50% of all processing, marketing, distri-
bution and transport (PMDT) within 10
years ). But although the Community
shares the ACP concern here, it thinks
that the Convention should not contain an
actual figure, as achievement of it depends
not just on the States but, above all, on
private operators. “It is the ACP policies,
not what is in the Convention, that will
encourage the investors”, Dieter Frisch
added.

Financial and technical cooperation. The
Community repeated that the volume of
aid arrangements for disbursement would
not be discussed before the second phase
of the negotiations, which would be in
September at the earliest. The volume was
of course important, because of the discus-
sion of the sectoral themes and structural
adjustment and they had to “avoid coop-
eration with the EEC that might add to
the ACP debt™, Frisch said.

But can there be any real innovation in
FTC? ** Outside a new dimension of struc-
tural adjustment, not really ", the Direc-
tor-General replied, suggesting that the
Lomé III approach was basically a sound
one which should therefore be consoli-
dated and improved upon in Lomé IV.
“We cannot change every five years”, he
said, even when it comes to the question
of budgetising the EDF which was
requested by the ACP during the negotia-
tion of Lomé III. Although the Twelve

(1) This is an ACP request for Community

help in getting a 50% share of these four areas
of activity by the year 2000.
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should also be a piece of machinery to
forge a link between the demand for
(EEC) and supply of (ACP) commodities
and other products. This is where the
“policy of support” would be really
meaningful, the Ambassador maintained.

ACP-EEC Cultural Foundation

Much the same is true in regional coop-
eration, where the regulation of the move-
ment of toxic waste now needs at most a
clarification of positions as regards both
agreement and disagreement.

But there is still one subject which is of
prime importance to the ACPs and that is
cultural cooperation — and the ACP-EEC
Cultural Foundation which should be pro-
moting it.

For a reason of principle—that of not
increasing the number of Convention insti-
tutions—the Community prefers the Foun-
dation to keep its flexible rules rather than
give it a legal framework in the Convention.
The ACPs see the institutionalisation of this
instrument as having far more advantages
than a new *‘mechanism” that would gen-
erate red tape. ** The ACPs will no longer
be of interest to anybody much if their
hierarchy of values is entirely lined up on
Europe’s”, was the essence of what Ambas-
sador Chasle had to say. So if the Euro-
peans’ interest is to be caught, the first
thing is not to be too much like them
culturally and if the ACP-EEC Cultural
Foundation has rules that are recognised in
the Convention, it can set its sights higher
as far as capitalising on ACP culture is
concerned. This, Mr Chasle said, would
enable it to *“ mobilise its resources more at
international level ™.

The negotiations on the ACP side

Although the general feeling in April
was that not much headway had been
made with any of the dossiers, there was
still the impression that the ground had
been cleared and that substantial progress
could be made from June onwards. So the
hope of doing better than Lomé III and
“getting it signed by the end of the year”
was largely shared.

But the ACPs will have to have a better
grasp of the subjects of discussion if any
breakdown in the conduct of the negotia-
tions is to be avoided when the Chair of
the Committee of Ambassadors moves
round and the French Presidency of the
European Parliament starts.

Experience has indeed shown that the
most difficult and most demanding phase
of the ACP-EEC negotiations is the one
immediately before the conclusion. What
i5 at stake this time round means that the
last phase of the discussions will be a real
challenge for both parties. ©

LUCIEN PAGNI

Negotiations progress
7 March to
17 April 1989 (U

It was agreed at the first CNG meet-
ing of 7 March following the Brazzaville
Ministerial Council:

— to build on agreement reached at
Brazzaville by drafting key points for
areas where there was agreement either
to adapt the present texts or to add new
provisions;

— to continue the process of clarifica-
tion to reduce/eliminate the ‘grey
areas’;

— to attempt a process of reconcilation
on points of divergence, it being under-
stood that a time of reflection should be
allowed as necessary to each side on
some issues.

The eight negotiating groups, as well
as the CNG, for its specific areas of
competence, could therefore resume
work without further ado. After having
classified the different items under the
three above-mentioned categories, they
could adopt a work programme and
timetable accordingly.

A joint plan has been drawn up of all
areas of negotiation and the short-term
action to be taken on each. Where

possible, drafting groups have met (to -

produce key points that will eventualy
turn into articles of the new Conven-
tion) and will be reporting back to their
main groups.

Negotiations
Human rights, toxic waste, trade
cooperation, commodities, debt and

structural adjustment all remain sensi-
tive issues.

Discussion on geographical coverage,
duration and financial package has been
postponed, so as not to hold matters up.

The sessions of the eight negotiating
groups held since the second week of
March have enabled good progress to
being made in areas where there is
agreement, notably on principles and
objectives and on clarifying certain
other points, such as:

1. agricultural and rural cooperation —
key points are being drafted on objec-
tives, principles and priorities. The main
subjects requiring clarification here are
agricultural research and forestry;

2. environment and cultural coopera-
tion — the key points exercise is under
way;

(1) Source: EEC Commission.

3. social  cooperation  (population,
health, women, education and training)
— some points are still being clarified
bu there do not seem to be any major
problems and key points should be
emerging soon. Some progress has been
made on the question of refugees;

4. commodities — key points are being
drafted on diversifying ACP exports
and on processing. Clarifications
expected on other areas such as ““ special
arrangements” and international coop-
eration on commodities; Stabex and
Sysmin are still problematical and
require further examination;

5. trade — the ACP States have asked
for further liberalisation on access to
the EEC market, the relaxation of rules
of origin and clarification on the general
fate of rum, rice and meat, but will need
to make their own requests more spe-
cific, since the Community has not
made up its mind — hardly anything
for drafting at this stage;

6. regional cooperation and services —
the key points exercise on regional
cooperation is under way while both
sides are clarifying their position on
services;

7. industrial mining and energy devel-
opment, enterprise development — the
key points exercise is under way for the
objectives, while the other aspects still
require clarification by both sides;

8. key points have been approved on
LDLICs. The link with the SNPA (news
substantial programme of action) and
the issue of a special fund remain to be
clarified;

9. financial and technical cooperation
— the drafting of key points is under
way while the question of structural
adjustment requires clarification, as
does the debt issue.

Also in the yellow pages

IV. EDF financing

IX. President Chissano of
Mozambique visits Brussels

X.  President Arap Moi of
Kenya

XI. President Moussa Traoré
of Mali

President Mubarak (Egypt)
and PMs of Dominica,

St Lucia and King Juan
Carlos of Spain at the
Commission

ACP Embassies
Development of the EMS

XII.

XIV.
XV.
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EDF

The Commission had received
favourable opinions from the EDF
Committee and in March therefore
decided to finance the following proj-
ects:

SADCC States

Regional land and water management
training centre

Sixth EDF

Grant: ECU 2 460 000

Botswana is the SADCC member
responsible for agricultural research, so
the SACCAR, the Southern African
Centre for Cooperation in Agricultural
Research, was set up in this country.
Work on the Centre began in 1984 and
it was housed in the main agricultural
research centre of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, north of Gaborone.

The Centre for Regional Resources
and Training in Land and Water Man-
agement is a project devised following a
request from the SADCC, backed by
the National Authorising Officers “of
Botswana and Swaziland, on 15 August
1988. It seeks to provide the region with
a centre where soil scientists of all levels
can obtain practical training and super-
vision can be provided for applied
research programmes covering all
aspects of land and water management.
It will contain a regional soil physics
laboratory, which is very much needed,
and be a regional centre for documenta-
tion on land and water management.

New Caledonia

Agricultural development
Fifth EDF
Loan: ECU 700 000

This project covers the whole of New
Caledonia. The idea is to provide exten-
sion services close to the territory’s
young herdsmen, particularly those in
the Melanesian livestock groups being
set up after the land reform.

It involves acquiring know-how via
the right sort of learning process, tech-
nical backing and close monitoring of
the young herdsmen. The operation will
recruit and supervise 10 field officers for
this pupose.

(1) Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, Tan-
zania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Malawi
and Swaziland.
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French Polynesia

Temaaroa dam
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 800 000

The plan here is to lay on a drinking
and irrigation water supply system, fed
by catchment and overspill from an
existing dam, for the village of Taravo
and a plot of cropland. Pipes will be
laid, therefore, and a hill dam built at
Temaaroa to regularise distribution.
The network will serve several purposes,
supplying water for domestic use, irriga-
tion and livestock on the Taiarapu
Peninsula in Tabhiti. )

Fiji
Programme of rural electricity supplies

Sixth EDF
Loan: ECU 3000 000

Fiji comprises more than 300 islands
with an estimated population of
716 000. About 77% of Fijians live on
the two main islands — Vita Levu
(445000 inhabitants or 62%) and
Vanua Levu (103 000 or 15%).

The rural power supply programme,
focused solely on these two main
islands, involves laying on 28 small
power networks in the rural parts of
Vita Levu and Vanua Levu and build-
ing an electricity generating station.

States of Central Africa

Central African industrial forum
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 2 300 000

The idea here is to promote industrial
cooperation between the Community
and the ACP States of Central Africa
by facilitating contact between the
heads of European and African firms
and providing any additional support
that might be needed in the matter of
technical assistance. The Lomeé 111 pro-
vision on industrial development and
investment will be applied and regional
cooperation will be encouraged too,
since the ACP partner countries belong
to one and sometimes even two regional
organisations.

This project forms part of a series of
EEC-Central Africa industrial meet-
ings—the first two were held in Libre-
ville (Gabon) in 1985 and 1987. It
involves financing the next two fora and
supplying technical assistance before
and after to ensure that both projects
and contacts are properly prepared
before each meeting and properly moni-
tored afterwards.

The countries concerned are Angola,
Burundi, Cameroon, the CAR, Chad,

Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea,
Rwanda, Sao Tomé and Principe and
Zaire.

Gambia

Water supply system

Fourth, Fifth and Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 1 850 000
Loan: ECU 1 500 000

This project involves renovating and
extending the water supply network in
four provincial centres to meet drinking
water requirements. Basse, Bunsang,
Mansa, Konko/Soma and Fuarafenni are
covered by the scheme, which is part of
a national water and electricity pro-
gramme covering the greater Banjul
region.

Drillholes will be sunk and a depot
will be built at Bansang — where a
water supply network will be instualled
for the treatment facilities.

Chad

Rural development support programme
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 28 000 000

By pursuing the priority aims of food
security, protection of the natural
resources and improvement of the
standard of living of the rural popula-
tions, this scheme is in line with the 6th
EDF indicative programime.

The idea is ‘lto bring about lasting
improvements in the standard of living
of the local people through various
combined and interdependent schemes
intended to:

— improve the conditions of the rural
environment, particularly when it comes
to village water engincering, health
education, the promotion of women and
a greater capitalisation on their prod-
uctive and educational potential; ‘
— improve the economic security of the
rural populations (rural roads and
tracks and better conditions of input
supply, marketing, storage and proc-
essing);

— safeguard the future by protecting or |
restoring natural resources and fighting
desertification;

— develop active participation struc-
tures for the rural communities.

This will mean creating infrastruc- |
ture, supplying materials and equip-
ment, setting up the working capital
nceded to produce and market the agri-
cultural produce, targeling financial
support to the institutions responsible
for running parts of the programme and
financing technical assistance and devel-
opment volunteers.




I N EWS RO UND-U P I

All ACP States

Programme of aid to improve production
and marketing

Sixth EDF

Grant: ECU 3 428 000

The idea here is to remove certain
impediments to the marketing of coffee,
cocoa and oilseeds originating in the
ACP States on:

— the traditional consumer markets (in
Europe);
— the
(Japan);
— markets with a potential but largely
unsatisfied demand (Eastern Europe).

The programme will be run by
APROMA, the ACP-EEC professional
body, and should ensure that ACP
exporters and producers in 28 ACP

low-consumption markets

countries get:

— advanced professional training to
reflect new production, transport and
marketing techniques;

— help with devising and running sales
promotion schemes in the traditional
markets and seeking access to new mar-
kets.

Niger

Training programme
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 4 366 000

The programme combines a series of
training schemes primarily intended to
back up rural development (in the
broadest meaning of the term) pro-
jects.

It aims to reach populations which
are or will be playing a decisive role in
this sector, that is to say children (via
schemes in the schools), women and
economic operators. )

The main idea is to make children
aware of environmental and health
issues and bring the realities of village
life into the classroom. The promotion
of village activities run by women, the
improvement of women'’s representation
structures, improvements to the private
sector, capitalisation on the cultural
heritage (particularly traditional music)
and the award of grants as a way of
improving the ability of people involved
at the various levels of these training
schemes are also included.

Chad

Zakouma National Park
Fourth EDF
Grant: ECU 1 600 000

The Chad authorities are hoping to
fight desertification by making a success
of the rehabilitation of the Zakouma

National Park in the south east, so as to
reconstitute the nation’s flora and fauna
and thereby get regional economic and
social activity off the ground again.

The proximity and virtual natural
continuity of the fauna reserves and
hunting grounds of south-east Chad
and those of the northern parts of the
CAR mean that this project is part of
the regional strategy of combatting
drought and other forms of environ-
mental deterioration.

Niger

Aid for repatriates from Algeria
ECU 750 000

This project concerns 15000 nomads
from the northern regions who are
being repatriated from Algeria in recep-
tion centres set up in the Tchin Taba-
radene district.

Building materials, livestock and food
aid will be provided, together with assis-
tance for health care and the improve-
ment of rural housing conditions.

The Commission is to finance two
projects under Article 204 of the Third
Lomeé Convention.

Zaire
Supply of equipment and spare parts

Fifth and Sixth EDF
Loan: ECU 7 500 000

The point of this project is to help the
Government rehabilitate the Voie
Nationale. This is part of the first trans-
port rehabilitation project backed by
the World Bank, which is concentrating
on the two transport organisations
which use the Voie Nationale — ONA-
TRA, the national Transport office, and
the SNCZ, the National Railway Com-
pany. The total cost of the rehabilita-
tion operation is ECU 228.3 million
(USS 265 million), ECU 139.3m
(USS$ 161.7 m) of which is going to the
SNCZ component, which combines a
number of schemes.

The Community aid, ECU 7.5 m, has
been earmarked for the SNCZ compo-
nent, and will cover spare parts, equip-
ment and machine tools for the manu-
facturing and maintenance workshops
in Lubumbashi and Kalemie.

Dominica

Geneva-Petite Savanne Road
Fifth and Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 1 670 000

Dominica, the biggest of the Wind-
wards in the eastern Caribbean, was
devastated by three hurricanes in the

space of 12 months in 1979-80. They
damaged the road network beyond the
bounds of normal maintenance. So the
Government’s long-term development
strategy has involved setting up a pro-
gramme to rehabilitate and maintain the
road network.

This project, which is part of the
drive to continue and complete the pro-
gramme, under which about 200 km of
road have already been rehabilitated,
involves improving the Geneva-Petite
Savanne road, in the south east, a
9.5 ki stretch of the main road around
the island.

ACP States and Caribbean OCT

Regional hotel training programme
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 4400 000

Tourism is vital to the CARICOM
countries, both because it is an eco-
nomic activity which contributes 40 %
of GDP in some cases and because it is
often the biggest source of foreign
exchange, employing 100 000 people in
the hotels, estimates suggest, and
200 000 more in allied activities.

However, the possibilities of an
industry which is expanding and using
an increasing percentage of gross reve-
nue are limited not only by marketing
and infrastructural shortcomings, but
by the shortage of qualified labour.

The project aims to expand and
improve the pool of qualified labour in
the region by providing training on the
Job and in national and regional centres.
This will mean providing technical assis-
tance for peripatetic instructors who
will run classes for monitors and trai-
nees. This work will be backed up by
teaching equipment and the building of
an hotel so that students from the
region can attend the classes given at
the Bahamas Hotel Training College.

Uganda

Ugandan national parks
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 3400 000

The aim here is to back up the Gov-
ernment’s drive to protect the country’s
natural resources and the national parks
especially. It follows on from the 4th
EDF nature protection scheme and sup-
plements the 6th forest rehabilitation
operation.

The EDF funds will mainly be used
to buy road maintenance and logistical
support equipment and material for the
national parks and game departments.
Funds have also been earmarked for
building renovation and a contribution
to the project running costs. Alongside
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technical assistance and training, the
other main areas of financing are the
development of local communities
and the mid-way evaluation of the
project.

Fiji
Development of coconut plantations

Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 1 100 000

The main idea here is to improve
productivity on the coconut plantations
in this country and reduce the pressure
on the arable land by replacing some of
the old, worn-out palms by higher-yield
hybrids. The Government’s ultimate
aim is to replant 34 000 hectares cur-
rently under coconut palms over a 20-
year period.

This means creating a 1 380 hectare
coconut nursery on the island of Tav-
euni, in the northern part of the archi-
pelago, a three-year task.

Seychelles

Rural development
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 2 922 000

This project will back up the Sey-
chelles Government’s efforts to make
agriculture more efficient, to boost the
country’s food security and combat
unemployment, in accordance with the
aims of the National Plan (1985-89).

The two objectives are:

— recuperation and development of
agricultural land through drainage, irri-
gation and water supply schemes and by
laying access roads;

— improving food security through the
promotion of fruit and vegetable and
meat and milk production.

Back-up credit, training, research and
extension schemes will stimulate the
smallholders’ output.

Mayotte

Rural electricity supplies
Sixth EDF

Grant: ECU 2200 000
Loan: ECU 2000 000

For the past 10 years, the public
authorities on Mayotte have been
installing basic equipment and adminis-
trative structures — roads, hospitals,
schools, social housing, water supplies
etc. So there is an imbalance between
the rural areas and the towns, particu-
larly the main town, Mamoudzou,
which has almost a fifth of the total
population. A first major scheme to get
the rural populations to settle was a
water supply project financed by the 5th
EDF and the municipal authorities and
the Ministry of Agriculture.

\Y/| NEWS ROUND-UP

Further to this, the rural power sup-
plies which are the subject of this proj-
ect are a means of economic develop-
ment supplying energy to the firms. the
artisans, the schools and vocational
training centres and the farmers — all
of which help increase the focuses of
development over the territory.

Ethiopia

Sectoral import programme
Sixth EDF
Grant: ECU 10 500 000

Ethiopia is trying to cope with the
consequences of the last drought, which
caused a serious decline in economic
growth. Few exports and rapidly
mounting obligations attendant on the
external debt have caused the situation
to deteriorate further and foreign
exchange reserves have plummeted. The
possibility of financing imports of essen-
tial productive inputs has thus been
badly compromised. The good harvests
of 1988-89 will help the economic recov-
ery, but the beneficial effect will be
delayed, leaving the country with a seri-
ous lack of foreign exchange in the
short term.

The sectoral import programme (SIP)
tries to reduce these constraints by sup-
plying inputs for smallholders to use.
This is a sectoral operation involving
selling inputs to agencies and paying the
resulting currency into a counterpart
fund — which will be reinjected into the
sector to help lighten the burden on the
Government’s national budget. The SIP
will be run by a committee chaired by
the EDF National Authorising Officer
and backed up by a technical assistance
coordinator who will be in charge of
monitoring and evaluating the pro-
gramme. >

EIB

Zimbabwe: ECU 18 million for
improved telecommunications

The EIB is lending ECU 18 m for
the rehabilitation and extension of the
telecommunications network in Zim-
babwe.

The funds, lent for 15 years at 5%,
are provided under the Third Lomé
Convention to the Republic of Zim-
babwe for on-lending to the Post and
Telecommunications Corporation
(PTC), a parastatal company fully
owned by the State.

The project co-financed by the EIB
and by bilateral aid from Denmark,

France and Japan, is costed at ECU
50 m and comprises the most urgent
components of a S-year investment
programme of ECU 192 m for which
additional financing is being provided
by bilateral aid from several EEC
Member States (Belgium, Dcenmark,
France, Germany and Italy), as well
as from Norway. Sweden, Canada
and Japan. The EIB-financed portion
will, in particular, improve telex ser-
vices and the automatic billing system
and reduce breakdowns, especially in
the capital, Harare.

This is the fourth EIB loan for
projects in Zimbabwe under the Third
Lomé Convention, bringing total
lending to ECU 50 m: previous fund-
ing concerned a global loan to the
Zimbabwe Development Bank, and
loans for the construction of abattoirs
and for the expansion of the water
supply system in Huarare.

Guyana: ECU 4 m for small and
medium-sized enterprises

The EIB is granting a global loan
of ECU 4m to support small and
medium-sized enterprises in the indus-

trial and agro-industrial scctor in
Guyana.
The funds from risk capital

resources are advanced in the form of
a conditional loan, for 15 ycars at
2%, to the Guyana Co-operative
Agricultural and Industrial Develop-
ment Bank (GAIBANK).

In 1984 GAIBANK rcceived a first
global loan of ECU 4 m from the EIB
to support small and medium-sized
industrial and agro-industrial
schemes. The loan was allocated in
favour of 12 projects, 7 in the manu-
facturing sector, and the rest in agro-
industry. Nin¢ projects were new ven-
tures and threc consisted of the
expansion or rehabilitation of existing
enterprises.

Grenada: ECU 1 m for small and
medium-sized enterprises

The EIB is granting a global loan
of ECU 1m to support small and
medium-sized enterprises in the indus-
trial, agro-industrial and tourism sec-
tors in Grenada.

The funds from risk capital
resources are advanced in the form of
a conditional loan to the Grenadai
Development Bank. The terms are:
15 years at 4% to the extent that the
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proceeds of the global loan will be
on-lent in smaller loans, and up to
25 years at 2% to the extent that they
will be used to take equity participa-
tions.

In 1987 the Grenada Development
Bank reccived a first global loan of
ECU 1.4m for the same purpose.
Seven projects—five in tourism and
two in industry—were financed out of
this global loan. o

FOOD AID

The Commission has granted food
aid to the following countries and
organisations:

India: 15 000 tonnes of milk pow-
der

The aim of this Community opera-
tion is to improve the nutritional
standards of the beneficiaires, con-
tribute to their balanced economic
and social development and to sup-
port India’s endeavours to increase its
milk production under Operation
Flood.

Djibouti: 5 000 tonnes of cereals

Whilst cereals are not grown in
Djibouti, it 1s estimated that the coun-
try’s 460 000 inhabitants will need
54 000 tonnes of cereals in 1989. After
processing, the food supplied as Com-
munity aid will be sold on the local
market and the counterpart funds
allocated to a horticulture develop-
ment programme.

Mozambique: 80 000 tonnes of
cereals, 2 000 tonnes of vegetable
oil and 5000 tonnes of legumi-
nous vegetables

The conflict still affecting the coun-
try prevents normal agricultural activ-
ities over a substantial part of its
territory. Owing to the catastrophic
decline in local food production and
trade, a large number of displaced
persons and the urban population
depend almost entirely on food aid.
Community food aid will improve the
country’s nutritional standard and
promote its balanced economic and
social development. Although these
supplies are mainly intended for sale,
some of them will be distributed free
to schools, hospitals and other institu-
tions.

World Food Programme: 5000
tonnes of cereals, 10 000 tonnes
of milk powder, 2 000 tonnes of
sugar, 4 000 tonnes of vegetable
oil and ECU 3 million’s worth of
other products

This is the Community’s first con-
tribution to WFP projects and to the
international Emergency Food
Reserve for 1989. It will be used in
the “food for work’ projects and
social programmes run by the WFP
and in emergency operations under-
taken by the organisation.

Non-Governmental Organisa-
tions: 100 000 tonnes of cereals,
10 000 tonnes of milk powder,
1500 tonnes of butteroil, 3 500
tonnes of vegetable oil, 2500
tonnes of sugar and ECU 4 mil-
lion’s worth of beans and dried
fish

The proposed programme is the
Community’s first contribution to
NGOs for 1989 and will be used in
development activities, relief work
with refugees and socially relevant
projects.

The overall financial value of the
package is about ECU 150 m.

LIST OF PRODUCTS
FOR 1989

Following the unanimous favoura-
ble opinion of the Food Aid Commit-
tee, the Commission has established
the overall quantities for each product
and the list of products that may be
mobilised as food aid during the year
1989, as provided for in the relevant
Community regulations.

This decision does not constitute a
preliminary to decisions on individual
allocations to the various beneficiar-
ies, but sets an objective (maximum
quantities) and gives an indication of
the extent of the food aid programme
planned for a given year, even though
the objective can only be attained if
the appropriate budgetary resources
are actually available.

In its decision the Commission has
maintained the same overall quanti-
ties as those which it had originally
adopted for 1988, but with a slight
increase for sugar (up from 11000

tonnes to 14 200 tonnes) and vegeta-
ble oil (up from 24000 tonnes to
40 000 tonnes). The list of products
for 1988 has been maintained,
although groundnuts have been
added, a product of great nutritional
value with a high protein content
which is used as a basic foodstuff in
many developing countries.

Food aid to be supplied
for 1989

— Cereals

(a) a first batch of 927 700 tonnes;
{b) a second batch which could be as
much as 432 000 tonnes.

— Milk powder: a maximum of
94 100 tonnes.

-— Butteroil: a maximum of
25000 tonnes.
— Sugar: a maximum of

14 200 tonnes.

— Vegetable oil (seed and olive) —
40 000 tonnes.

— Other products: maximum quanti-
ties of 200 000 tonnes of cereal equiv-
alent.

An inter-institutional ‘trialogue”
(Parliament-Council-Commission) is
to be held shortly on the question of
budgetary resources for food aid in
1989. Price developments on the
world market have affected the two
chapters in the budget which cover
Community food aid with the risk of
wide discrepancies between the
amounts available in each of the two
chapters and the Community’s com-
mitments.

As a consequence of the current
sharp increase in world market prices,
the appropriations availablc under
Chapter 29 (which are limited to
refunds connected with food aid oper-
ations) are much greater than require-
ments, whereas the appropriations
available under Chapter 92 (for
expenditure on food supplies at world
market prices) are substantially insuf-
ficient and would lead to a drastic
reduction of the Community pro-
gramme in 1989 by comparison with
previous years.

The Commission took this into
account when in the summer of 1988
it proposed a “pipeline” solution
whereby appropriations would be
transferred between Chapters 29 and
92 of the budget in response to the
world market situation. Parliament
agreed to this solution and called
upon its President to enter into a
trialogue with the Council and the
Commission to work out a joint state-
ment along these lines.
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The appropriations in Chapters 29
and 92 taken together represent the
major part of what is needed for food
aid in 1989. o

EMERGENCY
FOOD AID

Sudan

Emergency aid of ECU 3000 000
has gone to Sudan following the
meeting which the UN organised in
Khartoum in March when emphasis
was placed on the fact that the situa-
tion arising from the conflict in the
south was still very serious for the
populations involved.

There are an estimated 500 000 dis-
placed persons in the south, plus
350 000 at Darfour and Kordofan
and at least 1 000 000 in Khartoum.

The meeting decided to take steps
to send in the aid before the rainy
season began in May. It will be imple-
mented by the following organisa-
tions.

Relief and Rehabilitation Commission
(RRCO).

ECU 800000 to shift 800 tonnes of
grain by plane to Aweli, in conjunc-
tion with the USA and the UN.

Artsen Zonder Grenzen (Netherlands)
ECU 230000 for a 6th-month
medico-nutrition  programme  in
Wau.

Goal (Ireland)

ECU 95000 to run 20 nutrition
centres for 10 000 children in Juba for
six months

International Committee of the Red
Cross

ECU 1875000 as a contribution to
the ICRC programme to operate
seven planes shifting relief in the var-
ious parts of southern Sudan.

This decision brings the aid the
Community has supplied for the vic-
tims of the conflict in southern Sudan
to ECU 22.5 million since January
1988. The bilateral aid from the
Member States brings it up to more
than ECU 50 million.
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Malawi

At the end of March, the Commis-
sion decided to send emergency aid
worth ECU 650 000 to Malawi, where
some 100000 people have been
affected by torrential rains and refu-
gees from Mozambique are crowding
in all the time (640 000 by end Jan-
uary).

The aid, to be channelled via the
League of Red Cross organisations,
the Red Cross of Malawi and the
UNCHR, is for Mozambique refugees
(ECU 550 000) and the Malawian vic-
tims (ECU 550 000) and involves dis-
tributing basic necessities.

Mozambique

The Commission has approved
emergency aid of ECU 650000 for
Mozambique under Article 203 of the
Third Lomeé Convention.

The aid will be used by Médecins
sans Frontieéres (France, Belgium and
Netherlands) and by the International
Red Cross Committee to provide
medical care for some 4 500 000 peo-
ple affected by the fighting in that
country.

Namibian refugees

The Commission has just decided
to send emergency aid of ECU | mil-
lion to finance the repatriation of
Namibian refugees under Article 950
of the Community budget.

This aid, which will help finance
the UNHCR Namibian refugee repa-
triation programme, was announced
at the donors’ conference in New
York on 16 March.

This amount, plus an extra ECU
750 000 under Article 204 of Lomé,
represents the Community’s first con-
tribution—ECU 10 million in all—to
Namibia and it was announced by
Commission Vice-President Manuel
Marin, at the SADCC conference in
Luanda (Angola) on 2 February.

Namibian refugees in Angola

Responding to a request from the
World Food Programme (WFP), the
Commission is to grant ECU 250 000
in emergency aid for Namibian refu-
gees in Angola.

By the end of the year, the WFP
will have 50000 of these refugees
under its wing, none of them able to

fend for themselves. The aid will go
towards cofinancing the purchase of
foodstuffs to relieve the emergency.

Ethiopia

1. The Commission has granted
emergency aid of ECU 332000 to
Ethiopia to help fight a meningitis
epidemic which is sweeping the coun-
try.

The aid will be used by the Chris-
tian Relief and Development Associa-
tion and by Médecins sans Frontiéres-
Belgique to provide medical supplics
and assistance.

2. The Commission has approved
ECU 650000 in emergency aid for
Ethiopia to combat a meningitis epi-
demic.

The aid will be implemented by the
Irish NGO Concern (ECU 300 000)
and CRDA, the Christian Relicef
and Development Association (ECU
350 000).

The aid will cover vaccines, medi-
cines, the cost of sending medical staff
etc.

For the same reasons, the Commis-
sion had alrcady in Fcbruary
approved ECU 333 000 in emergency
aid via CRDA and Médecins sans
frontiéres Belgique.

Ethiopia

The Commission has granted emer-
gency food aid of 300 tonnes of veget-
able oil and 100 tonnes of sugar for
Somali and Sudanese refugees in
Ethiopia.

The aid comes in response to an
appeal from the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, which is implementing an
aid and relief programme for the
350 000 Somali refugees in the south-
east of the country and the 380 000
Sudanese in western Ethiopia.

Medical assistance for Angolan
refugees in Zaire: ECU 675 000

This scheme, to be implemented by
Meédecins sans Frontiéres-Belgique,
covers medical assistance for the
numerous Angolan refugees in the
Shaba region. The project will pay for
medical staff and medicines to be sent
out, training of local personnel and
restoration of infrastructure. -
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Jacques Delors and Vice-Presidents
Andriessen and Matutes.

They discussed the Middle East and
Mr Mubarak stressed that Europe’s
role there was of importance because
of both geographical proximity and
Europe’s weight on the international
scene.

For the first time in its recent his-
tory, he said, Egypt had sound rela-
tions with both the West and Eastern
Europe, the USSR, he felt, being
“open to the problems” of the Mid-
dle East. He then emphasised the use-
fulness of finding an answer to the
difficulties in this part of the world, as
peace would open the way for eco-
nomic development — on which the
money currently going into buying
arms could be spent.

In Egypt, Mr Mubarak said, eco-
nomic reforms were being run and the
support of both the population and
international financial institutions such
as the IMF was needed. However, the
IMF was not always ready to listen to
Egypt’s problems, although he thought
it was important to have its backing
with the gradual reforms which would
avoid social upheaval. o

DOMINICA and St. LUCIA

The Prime Ministers
meet Manuel Marin

Two Caribbean PMs, Eugenia
Charles from Dominica and John
Compton from St Lucia, met Manuel
Marin, Vice-President of the Commis-
sion, on 7 March.

In a discussion on bananas, the two
PMs expressed their concern about
what the fruit’s position would be
once the internal market of 1992 was
with us, for bananas are of major
importance to the economies of both
these and other Caribbean countries.

Commissioner Marin emphasised the
fact that the Commission and the Coun-
cil recognised the importance of the
banana output in many an ACP coun-
try and the dependence on the Com-
munity market here. He reasserted the
Community’s attachment to the aims of
the present *‘banana protocol’ and par-
ticularly that of maintaining the advan-
tages of the traditional ACP suppliers.
The Community was anxious to con-
tinue these aims after 1992, he pointed
out, and it was ready for close consulta-
tion with the ACP States on this.
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Visit of Vice-President Marin

to Mali
Manuel Marin, Vice-President of the
Commission and Commissioner

responsible for Development was in
Bamako on 3 April for an official visit
to General Moussa Traoré, President
of Mali and current chairman of the
OAU. Vice-President Marin used the
occasion to congratulate President
Traoré on the efforts which the OAU
had deployed under his chairmanship
to promote dialogue wherever possible
to quell regional conflicts in Africa.

President Traoré and Vice-Presi-
dent Marin also used the meeting to
range over the major economic and
political problems facing Africa at the
moment, in particular the evolution
of Namibia’s progress towards inde-
pendence. They stressed the active
support being given by both the OAU
and the European Community to
ensure that the process continues
smoothly, this being a key element for
ensuring peace in the entire region.

The OAU Chairman and Vice-Pres-
ident Marin also raised the problem
of debt and expressed the hope that
forthcoming meetings on the subject
at international level would find con-
crete solutions to this grave problem
which faced the majority of African
countries.  Vice-President  Marin
underlined to President Traoré the
efforts which the European Commun-
ity would make to arrive at a solution
of this problem. The debt situation
was not only a financial problem, it
was stressed, but one of economic
development of the countries con-
cerned and that viable solutions could
be sought only by looking at the long
term.

Vice-President Marin took the
opportunity during his brief visit to
Bamako to discuss the implementa-
tion of EEC-Mali cooperation with
Modibo Keita, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Coopera-
tion and Anthioumane N’Diaye, Min-
ister of Planning, and all three pro-
nounced themselves satisfied with the
progress being made.

SPAIN

King and Queen visit
the Commission

King Juan Carlos and Queen
Sophie of Spain paid an official visit

to the Commission of the European
Communities in March. The King
held talks with the President of the
Commission, Jacques Delors, and
various other Commissioners, includ-
ing Vice-President Manuel Marin,
who is in charge of Development and
Fisheries, and Vice-President Frans
Andriessen, in charge of External
Relations.

The King and the President dis-
cussed the Single Act and the single
market of 1992. Various problems
relating to the Community’s external
relations, particularly with Japan and
the USA were also covered, with
Commissioner Andriessen informing
King Juan Carlos about this latter
aspect of Community policy.

Politics and morals

“ Brothers and sisters™ - not the
usual way for an ACP-EEC press
conference to start, but how onec held
in Brussels on 2 March did in fuct
begin. The conference was being given
by African representatives of a kind
rarely present in cconomic or political
meetings, those of the Christian
churches of Africa and particularly
the heads of the All-Africa Confer-
ence of Churches (CETA). on the
protestant side,. and of the Sympo-
sium of Episcopal Conferences of
Africa and Madagascar (SECAM), on
the catholic side, all of whom were
visiting Brussels at the invitation of
the European Ecumenical Organisa-
tion for Development (EECOD)* to
let the ACP and EEC authorities
know what they, as belicvers, felt
about the negotiations for the new
Convention.

Monsignor Sarr (Senegal), Pastor
Mayela (Zaire) and Mr Ben Masilo
(Kenya) were just some of the pcople
who said that, without wishing to
stand in for either the African govern-
ments or diplomatic representatives,
they were anxious to get a hearing for
the voice of the most underprivileged
— to whom they were close and
whose living conditions and problems
they knew about.

“We are genuinely distressed”
Monsignor Sarr said. ** We feel con-
demned to suffocate and die and we
refuse to accept it. We are human

(*) 23, av. d’'Auderghem, B-1040 Bruxclles.
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beings and it is God’s will that human
life should flourish ”’. The problems of
hunger, thirst, illiteracy and underem-
ployment must be solved, he said. An
answer must be found for the debt —
which has “‘its revolting and immoral
sides, with the poor paying back the
rich” and prevents the governments
from financing development. The
prices of African goods have to be
reviewed. And there has to be an end
to apartheid, which is crushing
human beings in South Africa.

The principle of structural adjust-
ment was rejected. *“ We can only see
its terrible side”, Masilo said, ‘‘and
although our Governments have
accepted it, they did so because they
were forced to, for there was no other
choice”. But, Abbé Ngindu (Cardinal
Malula’s theological adviser, from
Zaire), claimed that realism was
called for. “If there has to be adjust-
ment ”’, he said, “ then it has to have a
human face™, so as to keep any
harmful social effects to a minimum.
“We are neither technicians nor econ-
omists”’, Monsignor Sarr added, * but
we are men of faith and we have come
here to say that we realise that a great
deal has been done for Africa — but
that there is more and better to do.
We call for jUSthC in the name of the
Gospel . :

Mrs Harley (a Ghanaian and Vice-
President of the General Council of
CETA) answered a question about
where the Christian churches of
Africa stood on demographic growth,
saying that this was only a problem
for some countries and, where the
question  arose, the protestant
churches were not against family
planning. Monsignor Sarr’s reply,
however, was that the catholic
church, which is in favour of
“responsible parenthood”, was far
from being the last to draw attention
to the problem — which should not
be solved by methods that failed to
take any account of individual dig-
nity.

The African visitors were received
at a high level at the ACP Secretariat-
General, the Commission and the
Council of Ministers of the European
Communities and the European Par-
liament, and talked with the heads of
protestant and catholic churches in
Europe. They then left for Washing-
ton where one of the people they were
to meet was Michel Camdessus, the
Director-General of the International
Monetary Fund. o

APARTHEID

Special programme
for apartheid victims

Commission Vice-Presidents An-
driessen and Marin met the Commis-
sion’s South African and European
partners involved in running the spe-
cial programme of support for apart-
heid victims and underprivileged pop-
ulations of South Africa in March.

The Commission’s partners recog-
nised the steps the Community had
taken vis-a-vis the South African
Government in relation to the situa-
tion in South Africa and thanked it
for all its support.

They gave the Commission an eva-
luation of the effects of the new legis-
lation, particularly the Disclosure of
Foreign Funding Act, which will
force organisations which receive
external financing and are appointed
by the Government to reveal details
of the source and of how it is used in
projects and programmes.

The South African Council of
Churches, the Conference of Catholic
Bishops of Southern Africa and the
Kagiso Trust, the three biggest bodies
involved here, said they would not be
doing what the Act prescribed in rela-
tion to collecting information.

They also mentioned their specific
concern about the condition of the
prisoners currently on a hunger strike
in South Africa and they drew atten-
tion to their own and the church
leaders’ solidarity with the aims of (he
hunger strikers — i.e. the liberation of
all the prisoners, the abolition of
detention without trial and the lifting
of the state of emergency.

They also pointed out that the state
of emergency had now been going on
for nearly three years and insisted
that an effort be made not to extend
it again in June this year.

The Commission’s partners also
recalled the declaration of the Minis-
ters of the Ten, Spain and Portugal at
the political cooperation meeting of
10 September 1985 and particularly
the fact that they could re-examine
their attitude towards restrictive
measures if no significant progress
was made in South Africa and that
they would evaluate the situation reg-
ularly.

Both Mr Andriessen and Mr Marin
stressed the Community’s continuing

commitment to the total abolition of
apartheid and the Commission’s
determination to back up its South
African partners, assuring them,
above all, that everything would be
done to ensure that the special pro-
gramme could be continued.

Since the special programme began
in 1985, the Commission has lent sup-
port of a total ECU 55.9 million to
222 projects. Of this 42% was in
education and training, 34 % in social
assistance, 12% in legal assistance
and 12% in humanitarian aid.

The Commission is also planning to
take a decision on 21 more projects
for an extra sum of ECU 5.2 mllhon
in the very near future. o

Disclosure of Foreign
Funding Act

After the South Afrlcan Govern-
ment’s recent adoption of the Disclo-
sure of Foreign Funding Act aimed at
restricting aid to apartheid victims,
Vice-President Manuel Marin sum-
moned the South African Ambas-
sador in Brussels in March to convey
to him the Commission’s growing
concern about the situation in this
country, particularly since this serious
measure, whereby the organisations
named in the Act as having to provide
reports and receiving financing from
abroad are forced to reveal where
such financing comes from and how it
is put to use in projects and pro-
grammes.

The South African Ambassador
was told of the Commission’s recent
contact with the South African part-
ners involved in running the Com-
munity’s Special Programme for
Apartheid Vicitims and underprivi-
leged populations in South Affrica.
These partners, the South African
Council of Churches, the Conference
of Catholic Bishops of Southern
Africa and the Kagiso Trust (the
three main bodies receiving Commun-
ity financing under this programme)
explained that they would be unable
to adhere to the rules on the gathering '
of information as laid down in the
new law.

Marin reiterated the importance
that the Commission attached to the
flexible running of the Community
programme. If the new law was used
to interfere in projects or programmes
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It is interesting to see here that
intra-Community trade has developed
twice as fast as trade with the rest of
the world over the past 15 years. The
emergent internal market explains a
lot. But there is also the zone of
monetary stability which the EMS has
given the Community.”

Enlarging and adapting
the EMS

“We should also look at the reper-
cussions of sterling membership on
the EMS itself. The Government’s
decision to do away with all exchange
controls as soon as it arrived in power
in 1979 consolidated the importance
of sterling as an instrument of finan-
cial transactions the world over. It is
clear that the entry of sterling into a
system where the Deutschmark has
been the anchor so far is likely con-
siderably to increase the pressure
which markets exert on the system. In
the exchange machinery, sterling
entry would be counterproductive if it
led to a reduction in effectiveness.”

So, sterling participation means
enlarging and adapting the structure
and operation of the EMS. And it
means a period of consolidation
before any further (careful) attempt at
institutional development is made.

How would the EMS work if Great
Britain was a full part of it? If the
enlarged EMS is to remain effective,
first of all—and this is most impor-
tant—the exchange markets must be
convinced that the Member States are
determined to make the necessary
provision for maintaining the agreed
parities. This means that the mone-
tary policies will have to be decided
on in the light of this aim, within the
framework of consultation between
the central banks on compatible mon-
etary objectives and the best way of
attaining them.

If the interest rates had to be
altered to maintain the agreed pari-
ties, that would be nothing new. The
United Kingdom has not deprived
itself of altering the interest rates out-
side the European monetary system
and the experience of the countries
involved in the EMS shows that
greater monetary stability does not
have to mean greater instability of the
interest rates.

*Lastly, as full and entire EMS
membership of sterling came to be
seen as a permanent phenomenon, the
difference in real interest rates
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between the United Kingdom and the
other members (which is vital to fight
the inflationary pressures in fact cur-
rently penalising the British borrow-
ers) would decline.

In this way, our common aims in
the Community—i.e. fighting against
inflation and establishing stable con-
ditions that are conducive to lasting
growth—could fit into what we might
call a medium-term European finan-
cial strategy.

So what we need, alongside a more
explicit agreement on the medium-
term objectives, is a clear commitment
to mobilise the large amounts cur-
rently available for intramarginal
interventions on the exchange mar-
kets. By clearly specifying that these
amounts are not only available but
have to be used it they are needed, we
would, paradoxically, need them less.
The strength of the EMS is its flexibil-
ity ...”. o

STEEL

ECU 34 m for 1989

In 1989 the Commission of the
European Communities is expected to
fund Research and Development
projects in the steel sector amounting
to ECU 34m. In all, 87 research
projects and 10 demonstration pro-
jects will benefit.

The projects concentrate on two
aspects of the competitiveness of
European steel:

— greater viability in the production
and processing of steel, with an
improvement in product quality;

— improving the marketing and con-
sumption of steel on the Community
market and in export markets, by
improving on existing products and
by developing new types of steel,
improved both in performance and in
viability. o

FISHERIES

EEC and Senegal sign Protocol

The Protocol setting out the fishing
rights and the financial compensation
provided for in an agreement between

the Government of the Republic of
Senegal and the European Commun-
ity for the period from 29 February
1988 to 28 February 1990 was signed
in Brussels on 17 March 1989 by Mr
M’Baye Diouf, Senegalese Minister
responsible to the Minister for Devel-
opment, with special responsibility for
animal resources and Mr José Loira
Rua, Secretary-General for sea fishing
at the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisher-
ies and Food (Spain). representing the
Presidency of the Council of the
European Communities and Mr Man-
uel Marin, Vice-President of the
Commission.

This Protocol, which has been in
force since the end of February 1988,
is of particular importance for the
Community in its relations with Afri-
can countries in the matter of fisher-
ies, by reason of the extent of fishing
possibilities for Community fisher-
men, as the framework agreement
with the Republic of Senegal—signed
in 1979—was the first fisheries agree-
ment which the Community con-
cluded with a country in AfTrica.

Under the provisions of the ncw
Protocol, the categorics covered are
seine, pole-and-line and longliner
tuna fishing vessels.

Fishing possibilities made available
by the issuc of annual licences, for
fish, cephalopods and shrimp are
fixed at a total of 30250 grt/ycar,
with wet trawlers accounting for
9250grt and freezer trawlers for
21 000 grt. On thc basis of scasonal
licences for 4-month specified periods,
fishing is authorised for 1250 grt of
shrimp and for 3 000 grt of fish and
cephalopods. Catches arc to be
landed partly in Scnegal.

In return, the Community pays
financial compensation totalling ECU
22.9 m covering the period of validity
of the Protocol.

The Protocol also makes provision
for a Community financial contribu-
tion totalling ECU 550000 for the
period in question o the financing of
Senegal’s scientific programme as well
as the grant by the Community of
study and training awards amounting
to 660 months at a total cost of ECU
550 000. These awards relate to the
various scientific, technical and eco-
nomic subjects connected with fisher-
ies and may be used in the Commun-
ity, in Senegal or in any other state
linked to the Community by a coop-
eration agreement. o
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