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tute, which is called Technology Center
and is a growing complex of research or-
ganizations, including Armour Institute
of Technology, the Institute of Gas Tech-
nology, and the Central Research Lab-
oratories of the Association of American
Railroads. Announcement of the accept-
ance of the Institute’s proposal was issued
jointly by the directors of Crerar and the
trustees of the Institute in June 1959.

With this decision, studies were begun
of the library building needs of the two
institutions and of the interinstitutional
relations which might assure long-term
success of a cooperative library program.
These studies ended with the develop-
ment during 1960 and early 1961 of a
general plan for a new library building
and in the signing of a long-term agree-
ment in June 1961.

A JoiNT PROGRAM

The appropriateness of a closer affilia-
tion between the John Crerar Library
and the Illinois Institute of Technology
was supported by studies of the use of
Crerar Library collections, which showed
that among the most active users of the
Crerar collections the students and re-
search personnel at Illinois Institute of
T'echnology and Armour Research Foun-
dation were ranked in first place. This
fact, however, was not allowed to over-
shadow the importance of Crerar’s status
as a free public library serving the stu-
dents and research personnel of many
other schools and colleges, as well as the
library needs of the industrial commu-
nity. It was soon apparent that an oppor-
tunity was being presented to serve more
effectively the needs of the educational
and research programs carried on at
Technology Center and to provide for

better facilities for all of Crerar Library’s
clientele. Each of these central facts was
given due consideration in planning the
library program which the new building
has been designed to serve.

Briefly, the institutional relations in-
corporated into the plans for the new
building and the agreements between
Crerar and the Institute are the follow-
ing:

I. A city block has been reserved for
the Crerar Library building for a ninety-
nine year period, in the heart of the Illi-
nois Institute of Technology campus.
This area is directly south of the central
business section of Chicago.

2. The new building will be jointly
constructed by the two institutions. It
will be known as the John Crerar Li-
brary building and will be administered
under the direction of the board of direc-
tors of Crerar Library.

3. The Illinois Institute of Technology
will place its library collections in cus-
tody of Crerar Library, and the staffs of
the two organizations will be merged.

4. Crerar Library will continue to
serve as a free public reference library of
science, technology, and medicine and,
at the same time, provide library services
to IIT and its affiliated institutes on a
contract basis.

5. A portion of the service area of the
library building will be reserved pri-
marily for the use of students and fac-
ulty of II'T, but the collections and study
facilities of this area will also be accessi-
ble to student readers coming to Crerar
from other educational institutions.

6. A studentservices division will be
responsible for supervision of the IIT
section of the library and will have in its
custody a loan collection for the students
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and faculty of the institute. This will be
an open-shelf collection of sixty thousand
volumes. Consistent with the general
policy of Crerar Library serving as a ref-
erence library, these books will be avail-
able to students from other institutions
for reference use only.

7. A research-services division will also
have an open-shelf collection of some
sixty thousand volumes for reference use
of all research personnel making use of
Crerar Library.

THE BUILDING PROGRAM

A marked trend in the planning of
new university library buildings has been
provision of separate facilities for library
service to undergraduate students and to
graduate students and research person-
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nel. No such distinction has been possi-
ble in the organization of service facili-
ties in Crerar Library although studies
of reader use have shown that approxi-
mately one-half of the use of the library’s
collections is by undergraduate students
in technical schools and colleges. Obser-
vations by the professional staff of the li-
brary over several years have led to the
conclusion that services to research per-
sonnel could be greatly improved if sepa-
rate facilities were provided for the two
groups of library users.

The opportunity to plan a new library
building opened the way to planning
separate service facilities for student and
research user groups of Crerar Library
clientele. Conferences with representa-
tives of the teaching and research staffs at
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break with library building tradition. In-
herent in the decision were the expecta-
tions that intensive studies will be made
of microfilm equipment and techniques,
and possibly other techniques for minia-
turizing library materials, and that ad-
ditional book storage facilities will be
built if these investigations prove un-
successful.

THE BUILbING PLAN

Designed by the architectural firm of
Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill, the li-
brary will be a two-story building 160
X 282 feet, with total floor area of
92,160 square feet. The cost of the build-
ing will be approximately $2,000,000, in-
cluding furniture and equipment.

The ground floor will be windowless
except for the center portion of the front
of the building. The second floor, which
encompasses the main service areas, will
be completely enclosed in gray glass
walls from floor to ceiling. The ground
floor is of modular construction with
supporting pillars on 32-foot centers. The

second floor is of cantilever construction,
which provides unusually large un-
broken areas in the public service por-
tions of the building, with almost com-
plete physical mobility for the arrange-
ment of books, readers, library personnel,
and bibliographical equipment. The
building will be completely air-con-
ditioned and is scheduled for occupancy
in September 1962.

I'he first floor will be devoted pri-
marily to book stacks with parts of the
floor devoted to study rooms, staft rooms,
a conference room, and three operating
departments: printing and binding,
photoduplication service, and the Special
Libraries Association Translations Cen-
ter.

The second floor will include the two
reader-service divisions, research informa-
tion service, the cataloging and acquisi-
tions departments, a rare book room (the
Crerar Room), and administrative offices.
Points of special interest in the research-
services area are the ready accessibility of
the public catalog to technical processing
personnel of the library as well as to
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