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On the Inconsistence in Hsiin Tzu’s Thought

Lee Jer-Shiarn”

Abstract

Hsilin Tzu is a very important figure in the Pre-Ch’in Confucian School, and is most
famous for his claim that “human nature is evil.” However, this claim is also the most
controversial in Hsiin Tzu’s thought.

About the studies of Hsiin Tzu, both Chinese and American scholars have made great
contributions. Nevertheless, scholars in the study of Hsiin Tzu have different ideas on the
meaning of the doctrine of Human nature that is evil and have explored the inconsistence
among Hsing-e doctrine and other texts in the Hsiin Tzu.

The purpose of this paper is.to solve the problems mentioned above in order to have

better understanding of Hsiin Tzu’s thought.

Key words: Hsiin Tzu, Theory of Human Nature, Human Nature is Evil, Conscious Activity,
Sense of Duty.
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SRR T DUERRIE A - AR TEE CHE R R B LMAE 2 Tk 0 IEH
PRS2 — S T T (15 i AL B R A AR B MBS G - Horp > B
MR EERTE HE - (—) (EfD & () G R (=) CGEBLD &
gesb - A (P9 TRy T BEERRE R (1) (R ) fRhig T Ry IS - KIE
ASCE LS EE Frig iy — 2 g MR BRI LA A ~ Rl > HHAEN RS 2451
(T ) SR AT B AIR BL - 7 ERELLRER R 1 L A eV R « Zkor sl -

R TEAZTA

(—) (EH) R zRHE
HAE (EHD gl AEEEBZARERAZ "THE > HEH

KKERMmEL > FRAAMEL SRATOBER AR AL AL F
AAR HRAERTHE - NFREF - ATLED MEHAER L7 8 1 AR

BE o TR o AMTARREE? B & & » T RARRIT 28+ & o

e BARIE b o 78 T F iR AR AR B NAE & SETSE 3, (innate moral sense » 3§ ) © '

' Donald J. Munro, “A Villain in the Xunzi,” in Philip J. Ivanhoe ed., Chinese Language, Thought, and
Culture: Nivison and His Critics (Chicago: Open Court, 1996),p.198.
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HALZAEEGE (sense of duty) - HEFF - AMEFEEIAEGHRILTENESE > IR
A EEGET IR AER > AR RIS T 28 - b—RiA R 7 2 M Em R e &
TG -
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flbgs « " A AN WG 5 - OB SR 2t RN A SUE M SRE A -
Kt - % T EfE TAEMAZ ) BT EA S (have innately ) > AIIFE (1) & SCAHIH
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ZFRA B ANHE Y JEHA R B R L AEAHRL AR BT R mEE
oo R BTREE ARER c MAZFIRAAL  FERE -_Rmetd
AEAHE - K BFARXTF maEXFIH > AAEDET X3 KABESR
A FERRAS -

e - AHE - B BREBIESANE - KRR - A TR & R
RRM: > BGAfEER > HEME LT "2IEL0 0 BREH > AtFfEARLE T2
FEZ o> BEAGEEGEE T REIEE o EiRik > DUERERIEER o R ATRMRA L
BOREA -2

BT HR R AT [ B - (LR SR E e R i 5 - RIRDUR - T

* Munro, The Concept of Man in Early China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1969), p.77.

* David S. Nivison, “Xunzi on Human Nature,” in Bryan W. Van Norden ed., The Ways of
Confucianism: Investigations in Chinese Philosophy (Chicago: Open Court, 1996), p.206.

* Eric Hutton, “Does Xunzi Have a Consistent Theory of Human Nature?” in T. C. Kline T and
Philip J. Ivanhoe eds., Virtue, Nature and Moral Agency in the Xunzi (Indianapolis/Cambridge:
Hackett Publishing Co. Inc., 2000), p.222.
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HFEE > NPT IR St e i B2 (K Ry ARRES" 8 o IKa Tk AET
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9
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FRBIFE  FiFHE 0 vdFek o SAFA BRI 0 AW ANMAZI NS

® Nivison, “ Critigue of David B. Wong, ¢ Xunzi on Moral Cultivation,”” in Chinese Language,
Thought, and Culture, p.324.

7 Hutton, p.222.

¥ Hutton, pp.222-224.

° Hutton, p.224.
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BLRE R LERMAZAHTDERBR ) - B TNE - AMRZRELEEAR
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SEYIMERIRERZ 0 - KL - AZFEREEEEN ARGEINE - T NZAT LIRS E
FH o QAIFER AN BAREREZG » WRERZLEIE N AT LR N AE (essence) = HH T
At L R R B - A HRBALFORABAEEEET]  gefilEdE ~ ZE
peRERETT > AT LURBRIE NZ TR A - FrDIE BN EE N - HEH -

AZFTABAHZ L ? 8 ARFHL - ik > EdmskIE > H sk s
HWHMBE > RAZIFAMAL > REARARE L THEZFARL - KA A
ZHABAE R _EmEeELd  AXAHL - SR AT _EmEd
o R BTRLE ALK - BMAZIFIRAAE " FEHEAL _Ema Ll
AEHHEL c RERALF B TZH  AREMBT LR > HABLR
B LA 7
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g ol BRI AT DU AR > SERMAZHE "5, HEH

KKA RAk » ERA A GRAom LK AHR AL A T
HAR  MRAERTHEL - AFEH AFEH mFBHA  ATEL? 8 D AR
B BT RRBRL o AMTIAREBE? B 0 2 T RRT 28 Ko

Sk~ kAR Em A - FEAEEa AR - @ECE ISR - AR
B ~ G4 FARHAHEMN e/ NE - /A7 BT ABIH - ERAZ
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HTHE () MR
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itk - F B 7 R AR ANST H8 LDl 7 MR AR -

REFHIIRLURy > NAT ML Se . o B AN A - i A Ry - BEARJORMEANIE - EREA I
R BRIRZEZH - BRI 20Z AT » ST T o MR » HF A BR
ISV -

SHEfHE— [ > Hutton DURs » &) TS ZRFERERNETZ — > hEsdhE K
e B AMEADA Y - (HELETEELE —Bhft - JEMER B EHR Tl E P > A am
R —ikoy  HEWAZANAE - Kt > & BATEHREEAE TS A2 HE
ERYRTE -

HE 51X "B BERNZHAE A (Eid - =) 1F T AAZBEAR T,
FHAE - b AR (R - SR R TR B T T RERE - M
HFAE (MDD TOMEEELZEE - A TR B ARTLURE » BB A TERATLL
AUCFIRIEZE - o Ik A1 BIAA TR ZRBAIRE ST ARBIE Tk oo THE " A1, 30
O RoFBH0 = PERALLZ F BRI BRAIER - MRS T Ry B RS - WL

T 3 (e AEE) (s e 1987 &) F 680

28 Munro, “ A Villain in the Xunzi ”, p.198.

P A (Y IHhE) T 67680

% Hutton, pp.229-231.
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O WA EGEERE SR - NIMER T - it Bl MR P
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R BEEMBAEESR > R ML S AGIR - #55Z  IRBLLEZ 0w
e - wTH e BT > BTN E AR HIERIEE

(=) (BEE) &R
BTAE () =

RS BEIZIBRTHE ARTEIWML  BHEZE RTFTXRFEL X
W2 KO HANTFE AZFEAMEE  HKfm > RTHEARARIE S §hmasg -~ R
RARBEES-HFMEF R ATEL? RE -HTR?2 MG~ RM7FL289 1 &
BECHE G HHEAAEL S WG~ REE L AT 0 AP BATA ?
B g FA AN AZIFFETL? 8 R B BERE -

w ERIES S0h T ANz ir it 2 B 2 igss - ghf - EZ2HE - L R AMBRE
ffi ~ 2 R FERIT R LT ETRE S R AR R AR R - T ERR L
EEMPE e E—ME > Hutton 70k » "7 | TR BRI o 7€ (GEB) FhE
L ERSORES o IRBIBR AT DU H - AP B2 ra s A e I AR AR T - 1Mo
R A BARMEZ ARG CEH 2 NS SR R H % o PHutton AT S H2 K -
o HLFTHE o [ R B 1~ P T e R 1 e 2

(1Y) "y FZBERFE
AR (PR JE e

AZWE > LEHBE o TERRE > TEORZEAERZM LR
o RAEREAZM o FFRAERAZML -

SCHETE TR R T AR 28 RTRUR OISR - T (SR A
#

** Munro, A Villain in the Xunzi”, p.198.
> Hutton, p.227.
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FZAERHBE XA KK of T FCHEEETEREZSI B
278 T F kiRt B B 3k v 2 fREM » P53 -

R TERZ L RN ER
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WBABZEAF  AZARKE R AT d > e RE T Fma KA
Mo MZIF B E B RCEFH o FARARCEIERBZIR o WEMAES
ZEEZl BB REE MBREZIE EAmAEEZIF  EXMEZE
ZAT iz FAE B Z o AT A - FIARIEAFBZIR A

PR ht o AR - BB e ARLZEAFEL  REEIZRELE Y

SIS E L T T FEJF%JF$JrﬁJrﬂJF% THETA
T FHEAARAE TN TH ) WSS SN T CEE - D E AR

365%&%54?2>Uﬁ'ﬁiﬁga’wﬂﬁ)’?ﬂ

7 % % (definition)- 37 > fFF TRHE | & TR > 2 ¥ fH2L 23RN~ 228 23929

ERE A -FPFEER KT 2L *H WEELFTITL R EE e 2R EL I (FLE)

(oa T Ex2 T %9 051974 &) F 221 -

730 T2 473 & | (intellectualism) 2 L#F Eie RS A LA frIR Ay (intellect) g2 8

A%k e FAFTERBF (T EFEHL) (L& R %FE 1976 & )0 | 218

3" A.S. Cua, Ethical Argumentation - A Study in Hsiin Tzu S Moral Epistemology (Honolulu. University
of Hawaii Press, 1985), pp. 104 -105.
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